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 Family Reunions 
 

 Summers remind me of family reunions. Growing 
up, summer was the time my parents would pack up the car 
for the long trip to Kansas. Our vehicle was crowded, hot, 
and very uncomfortable. Once we got there, however, the 
discomfort was quickly forgotten. Those few days in     
Kansas were filled with joy and love. I remember fishing in 
creeks, running through fields, playing with farm animals, 
and reconnecting with my cousins. This summer is also 
about family reunions. Last month, my family went to visit 
my wife’s family in Texas. This month, we are visiting my 
mom in Florida. We do different things at these family    
reunions, but the sense of belonging to something bigger 
than myself—an extended family—is the same as when I 
was a child.  
 
 Going to church is like attending a family reunion. 
Each week, we reconnect with an extended family- our 
brothers and sisters in Christ. Even more, we are reminded 
that we belong to a Christian family that extends throughout 
the world and across the centuries. Our time at church is 
filled with joy and love. We share stories with this church family from the Bible and from our lives. 
Most of all, we rejoice in our Heavenly Father who loved us so much He sent His only Son, Jesus to 
die on the cross, rise from the dead, and ascend back into heaven where He rules over all creation. At 
every “family reunion” we are cleansed of sin with words of forgiveness.  
 
 One summer, my older sister and I decided we didn’t want to go to the family reunion. We 
thought it would be more fun to be “independent” and stay at home. Well, things didn’t work our very 
well for us.  We felt even worse when our family returned and informed us of all the fun and           
excitement we had missed an experience that would never happen again. Many people view summer 
as a time to skip family reunions at church. They think that it would be more fun to exercise their    
independence and stay at home. Be assured, there are consequences to skipping church. They miss not 
only connecting with family but also with God. They miss hearing the “old, old story of Jesus and his 
love.” They miss receiving the cleansing of their heart and soul through words of forgiveness. They 
miss an experience that will never happen again. 
 
 I realize situations arise that make it impossible to be in church every week. However, if at all 
possible, I encourage you to be a part of the next, and every, family reunion. Let us say with the 
Psalmist,  I was glad when they said to me,    “Let us go to the house of the Lord!” (Psalm 122:1) 
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A Place to Worship, to Learn, to Serve. 
A Stephen Ministry Congregation 

www.coslctn.org 

 

NEED A GOOD BOOK? 
by Walter Roessler 

 In a recent post on his daily blog (CRANACH),  
Gene Veith reminded his readers of a series of 
books (fiction), written by Ray Keating. These are 
mysteries featuring as the main character Pastor  
Stephen Grant; an ex-CIA agent turned Lutheran 
Pastor to a local congregation in a small town; all 
the while also ridding us of bad guys. 

 

There are now 15 Pastor Grant novels beginning 
with “Warrior Monk” reminding us of monastic or-
ders that specialized in warfare.  Any or all of the 
15 set series is  available in paperback or Kindle; 
something to read while waiting in a doctors office! 
You’ll find lots of Lutheran color with references to 
the Concordia University System and usually some-
thing about the Doctrine of Vocation, or other     
Lutheran teachings.  Later in the series you will 
meet a character who took the opposite path—a  
pastor who became a CIA agent!  ENJOY! 
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Getting To Know Your Church Family 
Meet the Weismans 

Steve and Donna Weisman moved to Greenback from      
Anaheim/Fullerton, California early this year and joined our 
COSLC family in May. They are born and raised             
Californians with four children ranging in age from 27-52 
who remain on the West Coast. Donna’s 86 year old mother, 
Dolores, made the move to Tennessee to live with them.  
Steve is a U.S. Army veteran, Donna’s father was a career 
Marine, and both families have strong ties to military       
service. 

Steve had a long career as a financial analyst/cost         
accounting manager and served in volunteer positions with 
the Boy Scouts and youth baseball and softball                 
organizations. Additionally, he served in a variety of         
leadership positions in their home church, a Conservative 
Lutheran Association (CLA) denomination similar in      
doctrine to the Missouri Synod.  Donna worked as a Human 
Resources assistant for ten years and then as the church   
secretary for their home church for 20 years, retiring in 
2018.  She was also active as a volunteer in both Boy Scouts 
and Girl Scouts, baseball and softball  organizations in     
addition to a wide variety of church volunteer activities including playing with the bell choir for fifteen 
years. 

They enjoy traveling (both cruises and road trips) and photography and they look forward to         
exploring the many historical and natural venues in our area.  They especially enjoy discovering          
interesting small towns in rural America and would welcome suggestions on those types of venues.   
Donna also enjoys reading, cooking and crafting and she looks forward to serving through those          
activities in some of our outreach efforts.  She has already taken the first steps to joining our chime choir. 

Steve and Donna normally attend our early service and they look forward to making new friends in 
worship and other church activities and ministries. Please feel free to introduce yourselves to them and 
welcome them to our church family. 

Library Corner 
Patrons, Here are two great recommendations for your summer reading!            

A Warrior Monk: A Pastor Stephen Grant Novel by Ray Keating is the first in the 
exciting series of 10 fictional novels about a CIA agent turned Lutheran Pastor. The 
intriguing main character, Pastor Grant is anything but ordinary! His former          
existence and his present one are on a collision course where money, politics and 
God all combine. Will Pastor Grant save the day?  

Redeeming Love by Francine Rivers is a retelling of the biblical story of Gomer 
and Hosea and set during the time of the California Gold Rush. The book was written 
in 1991 and considered to be by many a classic work of Christian Fiction.  A film 
based on this book is set for release this year through Pure Flix Entertainment. This 
story is inspirational, it's a book you won't want to put down, and an experience you 
won't soon forget. 

"If a book is well written I always find it too short." Jane Austin  
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KISIMA ACADEMY 
  
Kisima Academy, a mission of COS, is a Christian orphanage and school in rural western Kenya. 
More information is at www.friendsofkisima.org or on Facebook at Friends of Kisima Academy.   
Gerda Fink 

Things are going well at Kisima.  All students are back in school finishing Term 3 of 2020.  The 
2021 school year will start next month.  Thanks to God there’s still no COVID there.  Fewer than one 
million people have been vaccinated in Kenya so the country has a long way to go before they can  
relax.   

The boys are excited that an addition to their dorm for 
showers is finally being built.  When the new girls’ dorm 
was built several years ago it was built with full bathrooms 
but the boys have still been carrying buckets of water for 
their daily showers.   

The whole school is beyond excited about the soccer 
team.  During the pandemic Martin formed a soccer club 
with not only Kisima boys but also idle community young 
men with the aim of giving them some focus and purpose.  
The club is currently leading the county (counties are like 
our states) league.  Congratulations to them!  The captain 
of the team (with the armband in the photo) is Jairus Nato, 
a Kisima grad and now a college junior studying special 
education.  He travels back to Kisima on the weekends to play in the matches.  Jairus was sponsored 
through high school by Tellico Village Women’s Club and then by me in college.  I am very proud of 
him!   

FTKI will pay for any community student to go to the 
local high school but each year we send two or three       
promising community kids to boarding high schools and then 

to college or vocational school.  Jairus was one of them.  His 
father died of alcoholism, his mother is destitute, and the kids 
were farmed out to various neighbors and relatives.  Martin 
chose Jairus as one of the 2018 community student graduates 

to continue their education.  His hope was that Jairus would 
help his family break the cycle of poverty.  He has worked 
very hard all through school and should have a bright future.  

It would be wonderful if FTKI could afford to send all       
students, community kids as well as orphans, to good high 
schools and to college but we have to prioritize the orphans in 

our care and we still have a few of them who are not        
sponsored.  Next month when the new school year starts 
FTKI will be supporting 62 orphans in high schools and 40 in 

college or vocational school. 

http://www.friendsofkisima.org
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Sunday Morning Bible Class 
“Sunday Morning Bible Class is Open for Business—God’s Business” 
The Covid 19 Pandemic had a significant impact on our church life at Christ Our Savior Lutheran 

Church.   For several months, worship was limited to an “on-line” only event from the confines of our 
own homes.  Holy Communion was distributed only to those who were comfortable venturing out from 
home in their cars as they drove through the church parking lot.  There was no structured Bible Study or 
opportunity for fellowship.   

As things gradually opened up, we became used to wearing masks and social distancing, but        
fellowship was limited to a few minutes of conversation outdoors after sanitizing and leaving the church.  
Finally, we started a Sunday morning Bible Study although with the same protocols we became used to 
in church.  Attendance at church services was about 70 percent of normal but the comfort level to remain 
for Bible Study was limited to a few. 

For the past several weeks worship has started to resemble pre-Pandemic practice: masks are        
disappearing or at least optional, fewer spacing requirements, and processional communion.  Coffee will 
be available before Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall.  More fellowship opportunities are in planning 
stages. 

Will Bible Study attendance return to pre-Pandemic levels?  That remains to be seen.   

Actually, I am hopeful that the experience of the last fifteen months will increase our desire for       
in-person worship, fellowship, and for Bible Study.  I’m looking for participation to increase. The need 
for Word and Sacrament has certainly not gone away.  The church is open for business, God’s busi-
ness; for worship, for fellowship, for service, and for Bible Study.    

Looking forward to being there with you,  

Chuck Anderson, 

Council President 

Compass Report on Facilities   
While the Compass Team was very impressed with our grounds and buildings, they did find several 

issues requiring attention. The Compass report highlighted concerns with the age of our HVAC system, 
parking lot, roof drainage, large holly tree, appearance of bushes and gardens, sagging ceiling tiles, and 
the outdoor sign. Your Facility Team has been hard at work addressing these and other issues. 

In the past few months, we have updated our Capital Reserve spreadsheet with recommendations to 
prepare for future expenditures. The parking lot proposal was approved by the Voters which will also  
address the drainage issues. The holly tree was removed, other bushes trimmed, and a beautification day 
was held to bring “new life” to our gardens. A water leak was found and repaired in Pastor Mark’s office 
with new tiles installed. The outdoor sign was refurbished and the junction box appropriately buried to 
prevent accidental damage.  

In addition to these improvements, a new hot water heater was installed, tiles replaced, carpet in the 
rear CMC entryways, door stoppers were repaired or replaced throughout our campus, and a new narthex 
thermostat was installed.  

As a result of the Compass Report, the Facilities began meeting on the 3rd Wednesday of each 

month. If you would like to be a part of this ministry, please talk to Pastor Rhoads or come to our next 

meeting on July 21. 
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Lutherans For Life 
‘NO’ and ‘YES’— ‘YES’ and ‘NO’ - How often we are confronted with weighing the options of a    
difficult decision . . . parental concerns, work, location, living arrangements, medical needs and ensuing 
costs/coverage, retirement planning, should I get the vaccine or no, what shall I do with this new life 
growing inside me?   

In May, our Lutherans For Life (LFL) Team excitedly announced that we at Christ Our Savior had 
an opportunity to support a newly expectant, unwed mother-to-be, Amy, with our prayers and a June ba-
by shower arranged through the Pregnancy Resource Center (PRC) in Maryville.  In the weeks ensuing, 
contact with Amy was lost as she decided to not participate in the PRC’s Bible study, their foundation of 
support, and the planned shower.  We continue to pray for her well being and the opportunity for her to 
grow in her knowledge and trust in God’s will and grace. 

However, since then, we have a new opportunity through the PRC to show God’s 
love to another expectant mother, Maggie, whose new little girl is due in September!  
Our date for the shower is not final yet, but very soon we will be publishing a baby 
shower gift wish list.  Because Maggie’s circumstances are challenging, we plan to 
include a few gifts for her brothers Emmanuel, age 1, and Edward, age 7.  This        
endeavor to serve our neighbor will be much like the Angel Tree at Christmas.  Please 
watch for details, consider how you might help, and please pray for Maggie!   

Your LFL Team  

Adopt-a-Student 
From: Phil Jaseph epjjaseph@gmail.com 
Subject: Greetings in Christ from the Jasephs!  
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ at Christ our Savior,  
Greetings to you at the end of this beautiful month I am writing to thank you for the support you 
showed to my wife and I during our fourth year at CTSFW. I recently graduated and have accepted my 
call to serve as a missionary pastor in Uruguay in the capital city of Montevideo. Specifically, I will focus 
on church planting, parish ministry, teaching, and LCMS relations with our sister churches in that part of 
South America. I have already been working on getting my Spanish back and learning Portuguese! My 
Wife, Deaconess Rachel, has also received and accepted a call to Uruguay, specifically working with 
mercy ministries and outreach there.  
I will be ordained and installed at my home congregation of St. Paul Lutheran Church in Annapolis, MD, 
on June 20th, I am very excited to begin support-raising and also helping out with parish ministry and 
visitation in my home circuit.  
If you would like to stay in touch with us, we'd be happy to send you our newsletters once we begin 
writing them. We also have a Facebook group through which we share additional information. We 
greatly enjoy presenting not only about the work that we will do through our Synod's Office of Interna-
tional Mission, but also about what 'i mission" is and what the Church around the world is like. It is our 
privilege as missionaries to serve as the lens through which people in our home country see the Church 
in the world, and to serve as the lens Of Christ through Which those Who do not yet believe might 
come to receive the promise of the Gospel.  
If you would ever like us to do a video call for wur congregation or weekly groups, please us know. We 
are also able to plan in-person visits and presentations as available.  
Thank you again for your support, and for sharing the love of Christ and material blessings which our 
Father in heaven has given you with me during my studies at seminary. peace in Christ,  
Rev. Phil Jaseph  
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    Jewel’s Corner 
On this Independence Day  we thank God for the blessings He has 

given our nation.  Pray that He will give the peoples courage and the 
liberty to proclaim His Word and live according to it!  Also to preserve 
us from strife and discord.  We need it so badly.  . . . "I pledge Alle-
giance to the flag of the United States of America and to the Republic 
for which it stands, one nation under God, indivisible, with Liberty and 
Justice for all."  ♥ Jewel Philippians 2:3 

Concert News 
On Saturday, August 14, 2021 at 3:00 p.m. the Tribute Quartet returns to Christ Our Savior 
to present the Gospel Message in song. 
 
Since 2006, multi-award winning and multi-
Dove Award nominated recording artist Trib-
ute Quartet has become one of the country’s 
most dynamic, beloved and sought after male 
quartets in all of Gospel music. Gary Casto, 
Josh Singletary, Gus Gaches, and Ian Owens 
have proven to possess a combination of mu-
sical talent, warm and engaging personalities, 
and a focus that has kept them on the path to 
continued success since their inception. 

 

In an ever-changing musical climate, Tribute 
has remained steadfast in their goal to make music that is both timely and relevant to the current 
musical scene and their fan base while propelling their mission to share the Hope of the Gospel. 
With a career that has already spanned the U.S., as well as several foreign countries, Tribute con-
tinues to shine a Light into a world in need of truth, hope, love and healing.  

 

With several awards and number 1 songs to their credit, Tribute’s music continues to inspire and 
encourage generations of believers. With their passion for this music and the message it brings, 
this team is dedicated to a quality presentation of communication through the art of gospel quar-
tet music. 

 

Fans, peers, and industry insiders agree Tribute brings a breath of fresh air to Gospel Music. 
Tickets are $15.00 each or 2 for $25.00 and are available from the church office (865) 458-
9407 or Bob Traum (865) 458-4848. 
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