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Christmas Traditions 
 

  What are your family Christmas traditions? The biggest part of our Christmas 
tradition is going to worship services. As a child, our children’s Christmas program 
was always on Christmas Eve.  After the service, each child would receive a bag 
filled with fruit, peanuts and candy. Our family would open presents after the ser-
vice on Christmas Eve. The focus on Christmas morning was going to church rather 
than opening presents. 

   Our parents did a good job of teaching us that worshipping the new born King 
is what Christmas is really all about. This is a tradition I pray will continue in our 
family for generations to come.  But presents are still a part of our Christmas tradi-
tion. 

   I don’t like shopping. I’m not very good at picking out presents and I don’t 
like giving presents that people don’t really want or need. As a result, a peculiar tra-
dition was followed in my family for several years. My present to my wife and  chil-
dren would be cash, but to make things interesting, I would hide the money and give 
each of them a riddle that would lead them to their gift. 

   We had a lot of fun with this as a competition would arise to see who could 
find their gift first and debate would begin over who had the most difficult riddle. 
Do you suppose the shepherds and the wise men debated over who had the most  
difficult clue? 

   Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the 
Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in 
a manger. Luke 2:11,12 

 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, 
Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, "Where is the one who has been 
born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him." 
Matthew 2:1,2 

   God had given us the perfect gift. It’s what we really need, and He leads us 
right to it. 

   For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  John 3:16 
 

Pastor Brian Truog 



Page 2 GOOD NEWS COURIER 

 

 Heard Sunday Mornings 
 @7am on WJBX 97.5FM 

Newsletter Staff: 
Ron Uncapher, Editor 

Darlene Greene, Judith Schmid-Bielenberg, 
Sandy Stricklett,  

Cathy Stark, and Gwen West 

Christmas Traditions 1 

God Chose You 3 

The Old Paths Concert 4 

Kisima Academy 
Voters Meeting 

5 

Old Paths Concert 6 

Adopt-A-Student 7 

Jewel’s Corner 8 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church 
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GOD CHOSE YOU   
 “You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear 
fruit.” (John 15:16) 
 

Human beings are made for life - not just biologically, but for life with God through time and 
in eternity.  We live by His choosing and according to His will to give glory to His name 
through our service to others.  Each of us is a part of His plan - not an accident, not an after-
thought or a mistake.  No embryo, no physically or emotionally impaired or elderly person is 
outside of God’s purpose.  ‘You are precious and honored in my sight…’ Isaiah 43:4a 
 

God calls us and strengthens us for our life in Him through Word and sacrament.  He has 
given us an inheritance through the birth, death and resurrection of His only begotten Son, 
Jesus.  As His chosen, He calls us to embody the sanctity of life above popular and political 
ideology. God chooses us to intervene in the surprise pregnancies. God chooses us to get 
involved in the terminal diagnoses. God chooses us to declare and demonstrate how He    
creates, redeems, and calls every human life as His own precious treasure from fertilization to 
forever. God chooses us to proclaim courage and hope for the endangered embryo and       
elderly neighbors. God chooses us to put compassion and joy into practice for the impaired 
and completely incapacitated persons. God chooses us to deliver pardon and peace in His 
gracious forgiveness of those who have participated in abortion, assisted suicide, and other 
violences against life. God chooses us to speak truth that changes hearts. God chooses us to 
show love that saves lives. 
 

Lutheran Church Missouri Synod Life Ministry is about the mercy work of the church, caring 
for people in body and soul. All of these efforts are focused on the understanding that the true 
and only hope is found in Christ Jesus who overcame death so that all who believe have hope 
in life eternal. Hope for life is hope in Christ. 
   (Adapted from:  I CAME THAT THEY MIGHT HAVE LIFE, LCMS.org/lLife Sunday Bible 
Study, 2021 
       and from Rev. Michael W. Salemink, John 15:12-17, God Chose You, Lutherans for Life) 
 

AS WE PREPARE TO CELEBRATE THE BIRTH OF OUR SAVIOR WHO GIVES LIFE  
FOR ETERNITY TO ALL WHO BELIEVE IN HIM, YOUR LUTHERANS FOR LIFE 
(LFL) TEAM INVITES YOU TO JOIN US IN CHRIST LIKE SUPPORT OF THOSE WHO 
FACE LIFE ISSUES AT ALL STAGES OF OUR TEMPORAL EXISTENCE.  WE MEET 
ON THE 3RD WED. OF THE MONTH AT 11 A.M.      Linda Anderson for the LFL Team:  
                         LJ Blinn, Jeanette Hanson, Irene Roberts, Sue Roeder, Judy Schoenherr, 
Kathy Wuethrick 

LUTHERANS FOR LIFE:  Equipping Lutherans and their neighbors to be Gospel motivated voices for life. 
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The Old Paths Concert 
Saturday, January 15, 2022 at 3:00 p.m. 

Tickets $12.50 in advance or $15.00 at the door 
Contact Church Office or Bob Traum 

 

Group Biography: 
In 2003, The Old Paths began it’s ministry as a trio and taking the group name 
from Jeremiah 6:16 which says, “Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and 
see, and ask for The Old Paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye 
shall find rest for your souls.” They began with this vision in mind along with a  
heart for ministry. The group morphed into a quartet shortly after.  

 

They signed with Crossroads Music’s Sonlite Records in 2012. In 2013 the group 
was named Favorite New Quartet. The quartet made the decision in 2015 to 
come off the road for a while due to family circumstances. 

 

And when God opened the door for them in 2017, they were ready to walk 
through it. The group now consists of founding members Tim Rackley and Doug-
las Roark, longtime bass singer Daniel Ashmore and tenor Steve Ladd. 
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KISIMA ACADEMY 
 Kisima Academy, a mission of COS, is a Christian orphanage and school in rural western Kenya. More 
information is at www.friendsofkisima.org or on Facebook at Friends of Kisima Academy. Gerda Fink 

     As the year comes to an end I would like to extend heartfelt thanks to the COS members who support 
Kisima Academy’s mission to care for and educate orphans.  They are truly heeding the directive to “care 
for the widows and orphans in their distress” (James 1:27)  Two of the 15 teachers and 22 orphans from 
primary school to college age are partially or fully sponsored by COS members.  What a blessing to these 
children and young adults who would otherwise be living in difficult circumstances and unable to go to 
school.  Kisima rescued them from exploitive or abusive relatives or from the streets and gives them a 
home and a caring, Christian education through primary school.  From there Kisima sends them to board-
ing high schools and then to college or technical school so that they can break the cycle of poverty and be 
fully prepared to be productive members of society.  Currently there are 29 primary school orphans at Ki-
sima and we support 63 Kisima graduates in various high schools and 40 in colleges or technical schools.  
Kisima also educates 250 underprivileged community children whose families pay a minimal amount--
much less than in other schools. 

     If you would like to help by partially or fully sponsoring a deserving child or by making a donation 
you can find information at www.friendsofkisima.org.  Partial 
sponsorship is $300/year or $25/month.  Full sponsorship   
depends on the grade level.  Of particular need now are    
sponsorships for the college students.  Costs have gone up dra-
matically and very few of the college students are fully spon-
sored. 

     Martin recently sent photos of 4th graders enjoying a music 
lesson.  It looks like they’re really having fun! 

     After another COVID hiatus the soccer club is back in   
action.  They continue to do well and will be competing in the 
league two-day quarter finals.  The whole school will be 
cheering them on! 

Voters’ Meeting 
Sunday, December 12th at 9:45 AM in the Fellowship Hall 

AGENDA:  Church budget for 2022 and election of officers for 2022-2023 
Budget information was made available to the congregation by e-mail with hard copies available 
in the church office the week of November 7-12.  A budget review meeting for the congregation 
was held on Saturday, November 13th.  
Contact the church office for additional information.  
The slate of candidates for 2022-2023 is as follows: 
Vice President:  Bill Lindholm 
Secretary:  Peg Purdue (incumbent) 
Financial Secretary:  Jim Purdue 
Endowment Committee:  Barb Clarke and Chuck Anderson 
NOTE:  Terms of office for President, Treasurer, and Head Elder run through the end of 
2022.  Those offices are not up for election at this meeting. 
President:    Chuck Anderson 
Treasurer:    Jim Magnuson 
Head Elder:  Butch Durham 

http://www.friendsofkisima.org
http://www.friendsofkisima.org
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Library Corner 
 

IS THERE STILL A PLACE FOR CHURCH LIBRARIES? 

Did you know The Library of Congress is the largest library in the 
world with more than 170 million items? It was founded in 1800 and is 
the oldest  federal cultural institution in the USA. In 2020 it recorded a 
total of 171,636,507 items in its collection and more than  25 million 
cataloged books in The Library of Congress classification system. It em-
ploys 3,242 permanent staff members and has a budget of $719.4 mil-
lion. WOW! That’s impressive! 

Well . . .we have a miniscule number of items in our church library 
in comparison to The Library of Congress, only six library team  mem-
bers, and a much smaller, yet sufficient budget for our needs. We think 
it is a nifty place too! We love it when someone comes in to the library for the first time and 
has that expression on their face that says, “I’ve stumbled upon a treasure chest full of good-
ies “. That was me when we first visited six years ago!! 

We are fortunate to have a church library at Christ Our Savior because of the foresight 
and vision of members who gave of their time and talents to develop our church library. We 
continue to be a ministry team who seeks to support the mission of our church in finding     
entertainment that uplifts spirits and enlightens minds with materials that do not assault our 
Christian values like much of what you find currently in books, or on TV and streaming        
services. We offer choices that you will most likely not find in public libraries. 

Just like “professional” libraries we research prospective book purchases, catalog our 
items in the ResourceMate software program, print, label, cover, shelve, dust, rearrange,     
display, and inventory our items. Why do we do this? And why do we call ourselves a       
ministry team? The easy answer is we each love reading , but I think it is more than that. We 
love sharing and making connections with our readers/members, recommending and dis-
cussing books we have read and that have enriched our faith. 

So “yes” we still believe there is a place for a church library! 

Help us stock those shelves with some new material in 2022. Let us know what you are 
interested in,; your favorite genre, biography, uplifting or educational, resource, historical 
fiction, creation science, distinctly Lutheran?  We always appreciate new ideas too. 

 Don’t forget we have the kids backpacks for your visiting grandchildren. Many of the 
books on the shelves are also suitable for teens, ask a librarian. Thank You! 
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CHRIST OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 
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Pastor Brian M. Truog 
Assoc. Pastor Mark R. Rhoads 

Christ’s love for: 

Jewel’s Corner 

We are in the season we call Advent…the four weeks leading 

up to Christmas Day. The word Advent means “coming” 

or “arrival”. It is celebrated as a time of preparation and  

waiting, a time of joy and happiness as we await the coming 

of the King. As we journey through these days of Advent, 

may you refrain from rushing toward December 25th.        

Instead, take time to notice your longing…to become still…

to hope for and to ex-

pect the fulfillment of 

God’s promise of the 

Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Reading in  

Isaiah 25:9, “It will be said on that day, ‘Lo, this is our 

God; we have waited for him, that he might save us. 

This is the LORD; we have waited for him; let us be 

glad and rejoice in his salvation. ” 


