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For the Love of Labor 
Give us this day our Daily Bread. (Luke 11:3) 

September 5 is Labor Day. The first Labor Day celebration 
was held on September 5, 1882 at the prompting of the Central 
Labor Union of New York City. At the time, working conditions 
and morale among workers were extremely low.  The  leaders 
were looking for a way to honor the economic and Social 
achievements of the American worker. The idea gradually 
spread to other cities and states. On June 28, 1894, Congress 
passed an act decreeing the first Monday in September as a legal 
and national holiday.  

Rather than merely taking a day off, we can also raise     
morale in our labor by recognizing it as a gift from God. In his 
explanation to the 4th petition of the Lord’s Prayer, Martin       
Luther says, “Daily bread includes everything that has to do with 
the support and needs of the body.” To the question, “How does 
God provide our daily bread?”, Luther reminds us God makes 
the earth fruitful and blesses us with the ability to work for the 
things we need. Our response then is two-fold. First, we pray in 
this petition that we would recognize all we have is a gift from a 
loving God and second, that we would receive our daily bread 
with thanksgiving.  

We see these principles at work in the assigned Gospel readings for this month. The reading for   
September 4 is from Luke 14, where Jesus defines discipleship as submitting one’s entire life and work to 
the glory of God. The next week, September 11, Jesus calls His followers to give thanks to a God who 
loves them with great passion and devotion. The theme of labor returns on September 18 in the parable of 
the shrewd manager found in the beginning of Luke 16. God has and will provide daily bread, but expects 
us to show our thankfulness by managing it properly. The end result of all our labor is revealed in the last 
week of September as we hear the story of the rich man and Lazarus from the end of Luke 16.  

I realize most of the people reading this article are retired. Regardless of your status, we all share a 
vocation. As baptized and believing Christians, our vocation is to labor for the cause of Christ. This is  
difficult. Often, we don’t see much result from our labor. Remembering God’s labor of love for us in 
sending his Son, Jesus, to bring forgiveness, life and salvation to us through His death and resurrection 
brings strength and motivation to our hearts and lives. This same God will continue to provide all we need 
for this life and the life to come. In response to His labor of love, let us love our labor as we pray, “Give 
us this day our daily bread.” 
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A prayer for perspective 
 
 A prayer written for use during 
the Jewish New Year (September 30-
October 1) is pertinent for Christians, 
too: 
 
Eternal God! Grant us gratitude enough 

to look backward and be thankful; 
courage enough to look forward and be 

hopeful; 
faith enough to look upward and be 

humble; 
kindness enough to look outward and be 

helpful.  
 Amen. 
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“Is Atheism Dead?” 
In his latest book, “Is Atheism Dead”, Eric Metaxas (biographer of Luther and Bonhoeffer) brings 

the reader up to date on multiple 20th Century findings via scientific research, which continue to affirm 
that the God of Genesis is the creator of everything. He details compelling evidence of the existence of 
God, through the finding of Astronomers, Archeologists, Geo-Physics, Biochemists, Nano scientists and 
others. Dispelling old notions such as, no beginning—no end, or single cell life form in time emerging 
into an Elephant or a Shark etc.; and proving the many factors that are needed to precisely create life, 
which could never occur randomly but require an unexplainably unique entity to put them together to 
have a beginning—the Creation. In one chapter he gives a simple discussion of the many intricacies of 
what happens in one cell; and to comprehend the possibility of a random happening in connected cells to 
create anything other than what the maker intended is absolutely ludicrous. I was forced to read and re-
read the Genesis description multiple times and failed to read into it anything but that going from non-life 
to life can only be accomplished by the WORD of GOD!!! 

Also, for example, included is how the knowledge of the Hittite nation was identified and added 
proof of the truth of the biblical accounts which mention Hittites 46 different times, the best known is 
Moriah the Hittite and his relationship with King David. The author details Archaeological finding after 
finding of the last 100 years which identify persons and places noted by the writers of scripture, which 
prove the exactitude with which God has communicated His love and promises to us. 

In the concluding third of the book he summarized the origins of Atheism and some of its world re-
nowned leading components who, in their later years, reversed themselves and acknowledged the triune 
creator of the Bible. 

I liked this up-to-date summary of how the Gospel is proving itself and I hope you will too. 

 

WHAT?  A PRAYER SERVICE? 
 

Prayer was an integral part of our Lord’s life and ministry; so much so that His disciples begged Him to teach them 
how to pray.  Even now, Jesus “ever lives to make intercession.”  The disciples begged Him to teach them how to 
pray even as John’s disciples taught his disciples to pray.  Surely, we can pray by ourselves and we must, but there 
is such a joyful fellowship whenever we come together with our petitions and share the ways the Lord answers 
them. 
 
Our prayer time will not follow a particular liturgical form.  We will begin by entering His gates with joyful songs 
of praise and thanksgiving accompanied by the guitar and little times of quiet to give the Lord opportunity to give 
us His concerns to lift up in prayer. 
 
On one Saturday we will especially remember our persecuted brothers and sisters around the world who are being 
deprived of every liberty because they refuse to renounce their faith in Jesus.  Beyond that everything that concerns 
us in anyway may become a subject of our united prayers. 
 
Jesus gives us a very encouraging word to pray in John 15:7-8 when He says, “If you remain in me and my words 
remain in you, ask whatever you will and it will be given you.  This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much 
fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.” 
 
Please join us as we prayerfully seek to bear much fruit to the Father’s glory. 
 
Frank and Susannah (Barbian) 
 
Note:  Prayer Services are on the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of the month at 10:30 a.m.  
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LUTHERAN CHURCH EXTENSION FUND 
 ~ GOOD RATES!  

The LCEF is now offering to all investors a Partners Plus investment option that will support 
loans to churches, schools, pastors, and other church workers. This new Partners Plus program 
is offering a 1.75% fixed rate 2-year note. Also it offers a 2.25% fixed rate 4-year note. LCEF is 
continuing to offer the Y.I. Club for young investors at a premium rate for amounts up to $1000. 
They also offer a Connect Plus program for NEW investors at a 2.25% fixed rate. (Tiered 
amounts/1 per social security number.) 

News from the Seminary! 

 Four of our seminarians are pastors. Peter Deberny is serving Grace Lutheran on Long Island, 
near where he did his vicarage. Joshua Hahn has been a vicar at Immanuel in Giddings, Texas. 
They have called him to remain as an associate pastor while he completes his seminary class-
work there.  Caleb Worral is at Shepherd of the Lake in Garrison, Minnesota. Nathaniel Konkel 
from Fort Wayne Seminary is serving a dual parish in northern Minnesota—St. Paul in Bruno, 
Minnesota and Peace in Finlayson, Minnesota. Also, two of our students have been assigned 
vicarage—James Doebler at Prince of Peace in Crestwood, Missouri and Kyle Mollenhoff at St. 
John in East Moline, Illinois. All of these men were helped by our Adopt-a-Student Ministry, 
which is sponsored by our congregation, but entirely funded by individual donations. Please 
consider joining this ministry as we send our prayers and blessing with these men and their 
families to their new homes. You can also join this ministry by personally sponsoring students. 
Contact John W. Smith for information. 
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25
th

 Anniversary News  
Ice Cream Social 

We were pleased to welcome members and friends they brought from the community to our church on 
Sunday afternoon, July 31st for ice cream provided by Tic Toc Ice Cream Parlor.  Music was provided by 
Christ Our Savior’s praise band, “Joyful Sounds”.  We served 193 dishes of ice cream to the delight of 
all.  After the event, several members were heard to say, “Let’s do it again next year”. 

District Impact Fund 
On Sunday, August 28th we welcomed Mr. Paul Reeves to our worship services.  Paul spoke about the 

Mid-South District, LCMS “Impact Fund”.  As part of our 25th anniversary celebration, we are planning 
a thank offering supporting this fund that supports new and existing congregations as help is needed.  
Did you know that the district provided $50,000 to support the beginning of our church?  In addition, our 

sister congregation, Grace Lutheran in Knoxville pledged a substantial gift of support during the first 
year.  Look for more information on August 28th. 

UNTRANSLATABLE LOVE  
 
BUT  NAOMI SAID TO HER TWO DAUGHTERS-IN-LAW,  “GO RETURN EACH OF  YOU TO  HER  
MOTHER'S HOUSE.     MAY THE   LORD DEAL  KINDLY   WITH   YOU,   AS YOU  HAVE DEALTH WITH  
THE  DEAD AND  WITH   ME."   RUTH   1:8  
 
   Multiple Hebrew words have simply migrated into English, such as amen, hallelujah, cherub, 
and hosanna. I wish the same had happened with CHESED,  for there is no simple equivalent in 
our language. It's been translated as “unfailing love, steadfast love, mercy, loving-kindness, 
faithfulness, kindly and graciousness.”   But attempting to squeeze a huge word like CHESED 
into one tiny English word is like trying to catch a waterfall in a cup.  Naomi uses it when speak-
ing to her daughters-in-law ("may the LORD deal in CHESED  with you"), as she will later use it 
in thanks to God that His CHESED has not forsaken the living or the dead (2:20).  
 
   CHESED is truly untranslatable love. No-holds-barred mercy. Covenant faithfulness even if it 
costs God the lifeblood of His beloved Son. CHESED is the beating heart of God in cruciform 
display. The kind of love that chases us to the ends of the earth, picks us up, places us atop   
divine shoulders and dances all the way home. There really is only one word that encompasses 
the totality of what CHESED is—Christ himself. He is the CHESED of  the Father made flesh.  

From UNVEILING MERCY by CHAD BIRD 
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GOD IS GOOD 

1. LORD I find such comfort 
 in YOUR Word 
 YOUR Word says, 
 “I will never forsake thee” 
 My heart sings out . . . 
 GOD IS GOOD! 
 
2. When I flew out an 
 unlocked door of a spending car 
 YOU were there 
 YOU guided the surgeon’s hands. . . 
 GOD IS GOOD! 
 
3. When I stuck a wire in an 
 electrical outlet, 
 YOU were there 
 I didn't loose any fingers 
 GOD IS GOOD! 
 
4. When I was in an automobile 
 accident in which two of my 
 brothers were killed. 
 YOU were there 
 YOU spared my life. 
 GOD IS GOOD! 

5. When I suffered great pain 
 with a disease called Lupus and cried out 
 to you to let me die . . . 
 YOU were there 
 YOUR Word gave me strength and hope. 
 GOD IS GOOD! 
 
6. When I was diagnosed with Cancer 
 YOU were there 
 YOUR Word helped me be strong and 

brave. 
 GOD IS GOOD! 
 
7. When many came to me  
 with their problems 
 YOU Were there 
 YOU gave me wisdom 
 GOD IS GOOD! 
 
8. WHEN I TAKE MY LAST BREATH. 
 I KNOW YOU WILL BE 
 THERE . . . 
 YOUR WORD TELLS ME SO . . . 
 GOD IS GOOD!  

 
 
 
 
Poem by Judy Sisk 
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