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Relief Fund:  
Once again, people across the Mid-South District are facing the aftermath of disasters. The Gatlinburg and Sevier-
ville areas faced a dangerous wildfire—a disaster that has claimed numerous homes, including that of Rev. Larry 
Rockemann, a retired LCMS pastor.  Mid-South District congregations in the immediate area (Sevierville, 
Maryville and Knoxville) are standing ready to meet needs as the situation evolves. As LCMS congregations in the 
impacted areas provide assistance to both members and others in their communities, the Mid-South District will 
support those relief efforts through its Disaster Relief Fund. If you would like to share a gift to the Disaster Relief 
Fund in support of the current aid effort, please mark your gift “Relief Fund” and put it in the offering or turn it 
into the church by May 15th.  The Church Council has authorized matching up to $500 from the church budget for 
this relief effort. 

Happy Easter! 
Why do you look for the risen among the dead?... He has risen! 

(Luke 24:5b-6a) 
Yes, I am aware that we celebrated Easter on April 16. And yes, I 
am aware that this is the May newsletter. But are you aware that 
Easter is celebrated on more than one day in the church calendar?   
According to the Church calendar, Easter lasts for fifty days—
from Easter eve to the day of Pentecost. Thus, the entire month of 
May is part of the Easter season. Sundays in May are listed as 
being “of Easter”. Jesus’ bodily resurrection from the dead is the 
foundation of the Christian faith and the cornerstone on which the 
Christian Church is built. Because He lives, we can now live in 
bold confidence and joy. He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

We confess in the Apostle’s Creed, “I believe in the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting.” We take comfort knowing 
that no matter what we experience in this life on earth, a better life 
awaits. When Jesus returns, He will raise all the dead and take 
those who have believed in Him to join Him body and soul in a 
new heaven and earth. Sin, death and the devil have no power over 
us. 
 

As we believe and confess this truth, we also struggle to live it out 
in our daily life. We see pain and suffering all around us. We experience it in our own lives as well. 
However, this should neither surprise nor discourage us. Jesus said, “In this world you will have trouble” 
but He immediately went on to say, “take heart! I have overcome the world” (John 16:33).  
 

One way the Church celebrates the gift of new life is by omitting the Old Testament reading in our 
worship service. Throughout the Easter season, our first reading is taken from the book of Acts. Each 
week in the Easter season, we hear stories of the bold confidence and joy present in the early Church. The 
Holy Spirit worked in people like Peter and Paul to “overcome the world” with the gospel of Jesus. We 
are encouraged and inspired by these accounts to step out in similar bold confidence and joy.  
 
 

As we go through this season as a Church “founded in faith and forward in grace” (our 25th anniversary 
slogan), let us consider how the Lord is calling us to respond. Are there new doors of ministry He is 
opening for us? As baptized and believing individuals, challenge yourself to new boldness and joy in your 
daily walk with the risen Lord Jesus.  
May we greet each day during this month, in fact, every day until Jesus comes back, with the joyful cry— 
He is Risen! He is Risen indeed!  
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 Health Initiative 
 

The Health Initiative Team would like to thank 
everyone who has donated Durable Medical 
Equipment (wheelchairs, walkers, crutches, com-
modes) in the past. 
 

Due to upkeep, cleaning, and liability the Team is 
unable to accept any more of these items.  Christ 
Our Savior will also no longer have any equip-
ment that members can use on a temporary ba-
sis. 
 

We are sorry for any inconvenience to our mem-
bers.  There will still be two walkers and a wheel-
chair by the door of the CMC and in the church 
kitchen to be used while at church and progress-
ing from one building to the other.  Thank you.  
The Health Initiative Team. 
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MEET OUR PRESENTER 

Celia Gruzalski, Executive Director 
Our Place, Adult Day Care Center 

Tellico Village 
Celia Gruzalski is the Executive Director and Certified Dementia Practitioner at Our Place 
Adult Day Center with 15 years of successful experience in senior adult and dementia care. 
Celia specializes in supporting families through the dementia journey. She is committed to ob-
taining further education, training and certification in order to provide the best leadership to her 
team and as a result, quality programming. A strong believer in the protection, value and dignity 
of vulnerable individuals, Celia strives to promote stigma reduction and advocacy of those pop-
ulations.  Celia’s educational background includes a B.S. in Psychology from the University of 
TN, Chattanooga, and an M.A. in Counseling from the University of Colorado. Celia enjoys 
reading, running and spending time in any outdoor, active pursuit with her friends and family. 
 

Dementia is a non-reversible decline in mental function.  
It is a catchall phrase that encompasses multiple brain 

disorders that cause both cognitive and physical         

impairments. Common symptoms include memory loss, 

personality changes, impaired reasoning and diminished 

mobility. Alzheimer's disease is the most common form 

of dementia, making up about 70% of all dementias. 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE!   
THURSDAY, MAY 19TH 

CHRIST OUR SAVIOR, 3 P.M. 
 

Come learn about 
Alzheimer’s Disease and other dementias—the diagnosis, prognosis, care partners—as 

well as the support given at Our Place  
 

Please join us 
for a free informative presentation given by 

Celia Gruzalski, Executive Director 
Our Place, Adult Day Care Center 

 

door prizes and refreshments  
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A PRAYER FOR THE SUPREME COURT 
 

Triune God, We worship You, our Father who created all life, Jesus the Re-

deemer of our lives, and Holy Spirit, the one who is always available to      

guide our words and actions as we proclaim the truth of Your Word concern-

ing the protection of life from conception to natural death. 

Forgive us for the times when we are apathetic regarding the state of our na-

tion, over the election of our officials, over the problems of society that often 

do not even touch our immediate lives, over the loss of life that happens in horrific tragedies, in 

accidents, and yes, in abortion clinics around our country. Give us voices to speak Your truth with 

love and compassion. 

We thank you for all elected and appointed officials who are willing to serve in our government 

at all levels and we pray earnestly for their honesty and integrity as they serve. We ask your bless-

ing on Ketanji Brown Jackson as she prepares to assume her role on the Supreme Court of our 

land. 

We give thanks to you for leading Justices Samuel Alito, 

Amy Coney Barrett, Stephen Breyer, Neil Gorsuch, Elena Ka-

gan, Brett Kavanaugh, Sonia Sotomayor, John Roberts, and 

Clarence Thomas to hear the Dobbs v Jackson Women’s 

Health case. As these justices finalize their opinions, we ask 

that You reveal to them through their research the detailed 

facts in the Roe v Wade and Doe v Bolton cases. Guide their 

deliberations. Protect them from any confusion the enemy 

will try to cause. May each justice be fully aware that how 

they rule will impact the protection of the innocent human 

life You created in the womb. Lead them to place Your will 

above all the opinions or threats of men. Holy God, we implore You to end abortion as part of Your 

revival                  of America! In the precious Name of Jesus, we thank You for answered prayer. Amen 

(adapted from Lutherans for Life, LifeDate, Spring 2022) 

In his latest book, “Is Atheism Dead”, Eric Metaxis - biographer of both Martin Luther and Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer, placed the following epigraph: 
  
“Over a half century ago, while I was still a child, I recall hearing a number of old people offer the fol-
lowing explanation for the great distresses that had befallen Russia: “Men have forgotten God: that’s why 
this all happened.”  Since than I have spent well-nigh fifty years working on the history of our revolution; 
in the process I have read hundreds of books, collected hundreds of personal testimonies, and have al-
ready contributed eight volumes of my own toward the effort of clearing away the rubble left by the up-
heaval.  But if I were asked today to formulate as concisely as possible the main cause of the ruinous rev-
olution that swallowed up some sixty million of our people, I could not put it more accurately than to re-
peat: “Men have forgotten God; that’s why all this happened.’’    - Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn 
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Update on the Trial of Christians in Finland 
We’ve been blogging about the trial in Finland of 

Member of Parliament Dr. Päivi Räsänen and Lutheran 
Bishop Juhana Pohjola for “hate crimes,” due to their 
teaching what the Bible says about homosexuality.  The 
trial is over, and the court plans to issue its ruling on 
March 30. 

Joy Pullman of the Federalist has been covering 
the case and interviewing the defendants.  She reports 
on where things stand right now, including some as-
pects I didn’t realize, in her article How A Trial In      
Finland Could Have Worldwide Effects On Govern-
ment Persecution Of Religion. 

Dr. Räsänen, the former Minister of the Interior, 
first got in trouble when she tweeted pictures of Bible 
verses, sparking an investigation that uncovered other talks and writings that offered a Christian per-
spective on the LGBT cause.  Those included a pamphlet she wrote for the Luther Foundation.  Rev. 
Pohjola–now the bishop of the Mission Diocese of the Lutheran Evangelical Church, which is in          
fellowship with the LCMS–was in charge of that foundation, so he was prosecuted too. 

The two, who are being tried together, could be sentenced to up to two years of prison.  Prosecu-
tors are seeking a fine for Dr. Räsänen of one-third of her annual income, erasing the documents and 
audiotapes she made on the subject, and a financial penalty against the Luther Foundation. 

The Federalist article points out that the charge against Bishop Pohjola and one of the three  
charges against Dr. Räsänen were for statements made years before the law they are accused of vio-
lating was passed!  Pullman quotes Lorcan Price, an attorney involved with the case: 

“The fact that Bishop Juhana is even in this trial is Kafkaesque, it’s insane,” Price said. “He’s being 
charged with something he did as the head of a charitable foundation, the Luther Foundation, that 
publishes theological documents, for a document he didn’t write that expresses mainstream, orthodox 
Christian teaching. 

The stakes, though, are high, with the potential of reaching far beyond Finland.  Whatever the 
court decides, the case is likely to be appealed. 

We Americans often take for granted just how free we are, even compared to other democra-
cies.  Our legal system forbids “double jeopardy”; that is to say, someone acquitted of a crime cannot 
be tried again for the same crime.  A “not guilty” verdict is final.  Prosecutors cannot appeal the verdict, 
though a defendant can appeal a “guilty” verdict.  In the words of the Fifth Amendment to the United 
States Constitution “nor shall any person be subject for the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy 
of life or limb.” 

But in Finland, if a court finds a defendant “not guilty,” the prosecutors can appeal.  So whether 
Dr. Räsänen and Bishop Pohjola are found innocent or guilty, their case will likely be appealed to the 

(Continued on page 7) 

Photo:  The Supreme Court of Finland, Helsinki 
by Tomisti – work by uploader, CC BY-SA 3.0, https://
commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?urid=2120699 

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/geneveith/2022/01/finland-explicitly-puts-the-bible-on-trial/
https://thefederalist.com/2022/02/18/how-a-trial-in-finland-could-have-worldwide-effects-on-government-persecution-of-religion/
https://thefederalist.com/2022/02/18/how-a-trial-in-finland-could-have-worldwide-effects-on-government-persecution-of-religion/
https://thefederalist.com/2022/02/18/how-a-trial-in-finland-could-have-worldwide-effects-on-government-persecution-of-religion/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fifth_Amendment_to_the_United_States_Constitution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fifth_Amendment_to_the_United_States_Constitution
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Musical Notes 
What a very friendly congregation! This has been a hallmark of Christ Our Savior as long as I have 

been here. When we enter the sanctuary we visit with members and visitors alike, a 
wonderful expression of God’s love and caring.  

I would like to suggest that when the music begins, five to ten minutes before 
the worship service begins, that we respect, first of all, other people who may be 
praying or having some quiet moments before we begin the service, and lower our 
voices so as not to disturb them. Also, the musicians have prepared their music to aid 
in your preparation for worship and appreciate your attention. 

Some suggestions for this quiet time: 

Both hymnals have interesting comments on worship; specifically, the Lutheran Service Book has 
prayers on the very first page. 

Or, “Luther’s Small Catechism” is on page 321 in the front of the hymnal. 

Also, this time could be used to look at the bulletin: the Sermon theme or a hymn we are using in the 
service.  

All of these things bring us together as a worshiping community. 

I pray this time will be a blessing to your worship life and your faith.  

Yours in Christ’s Service, 
        Judith Bailey, Director of Music 

Finnish Supreme Court, and then, if they lose, to the European Court of Human Rights.  Pullman points 
out that a decision there could set a precedent for all European nations, most of which have similar laws 
to Finland, determining whether religious freedom must be curtailed in the name of LGBT affirmation. 

In fact, the legal decisions may well have an impact in the United States, which is also trying to work 
out those issues. 
And yet, some good things are coming from the case. 
Before this case, Rasanen and Pohjola’s theological booklet was printed years ago in a few hundred cop-
ies and mostly used within tiny Lutheran churches. Their prosecution has caused it to be distributed 
around the world and translated into several other languages, Price said. 
“This obscure little pamphlet has made its way around the world thanks to the efforts of the prosecutor 
to shut it down,” he noted. 
Being targeted for their faith has given Rasanen and Pohjola a global platform for preaching the Chris-
tian message of forgiveness for all sins and the deep importance to Christians of the Bible as the very 
Word of God. Rasanen told The Federalist that because of her case, European media are quoting Bible 
verses and people are debating their meaning. She says she’s received emails from people saying her 
case has prompted them to start reading the Bible, which the pastor’s wife and grandmother of nine 
says she’s read repeatedly since age 16. . . . 
“Many people and journalists around the world regularly ask me: ‘What keeps you going, from where do 
you find the courage to speak up?’” Rasanen told The Federalist. “My motivation comes from the Bible 
and from my will to have an impact on the society. A conviction based on the Christian faith is more 
than a [superficial] opinion. The early Christians did not renounce their faith in lions’ caves, why should I 
then renounce my faith in a court room? I believe it is my calling and honor to defend the foundational 
rights and freedoms at this point of my life.” 

(Continued from page 6) 
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