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The Gift of Life 
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the 

earth.” Genesis 1:1 

The first day of Spring is officially not until 
March 20, but signs of life are all around. Here in 
Tennessee, we don’t experience the “dead” of win-
ter that other places have, but Spring is still a time 
to celebrate the gift of life. It is a gift because we 
did nothing to insure it happening. The question 
remains, “Who gave us this gift?” While some  
people give  credit to simple natural processes or 
“Mother Nature”, we see God at work, just as He has been at work since the begin-
ning of time.  

God reveals Himself in all of creation, not only as the Almighty  Creator, but 
also a loving Father. We confess, “I believe in God, the  Father Almighty, Maker of 
heaven and earth.” The link    between Creator and Father is described in Luther’s 
explanation to the first article. Here, He reminds us that God not only made us and 
all creatures, He still takes care of them. As a loving father, He richly and daily 
gives us everything we need to support our body and life. 

Just as a loving father would do anything to protect his children, God the Father 
also defends, guards, and protects against all danger and evil without any merit or 
worthiness in His children. He does this primarily through His Son, Jesus.  

Wednesday, March 2nd marks the beginning of the season of Lent. This is a 
very special time in the church year to celebrate the gift of new life made possible by 
the suffering and death of Jesus - a gift of life we enjoy both now and forever. 

During Lent, we have special worship services on Wednesdays at 4:30 pm. This 
year our midweek Lenten worship will focus on the Beatitudes. Here Jesus shares 
the blessings that come from living the gift of life He offers. You can get a preview 
of this series by reading Matthew 5:3-8.  

I hope you take time to enjoy the gift of life God has given you each day this 
month. I also hope you take time to “thank, praise, serve and obey” the One who has 
given you this gift of life.  

Pastor Mark Rhoads 
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LUTHERAN HYMNS 
“WHY DO WE SING HYMNS?” 

 The hymns we sing are an important part of our Lutheran and faith heritage. Did you ever wonder 
why we sing them? Or how they are chosen for a Sunday service or even for the Lutheran hymnal we 
use?  
 Our hymns do not aim to create an atmosphere or mood for worship, but are a vehicle for the 
Spirit-filled Word of God. They are a proclamation of a divine message, which is as the “living voice of 
the Gospel”; and is shaped by the theology of the cross as it interprets the Scriptures in reference to 
Christ. 
 They may indeed alter moods or create atmospheres, but more importantly they are chosen to 
plant Jesus Christ, in the ear and in the heart. 
 Each Sunday’s hymns are chosen to augment the theme of that day, or the minister’s Sermon 
theme. As you come into the sanctuary and prepare for worship, I encourage you to look at one of the 
hymns we’re singing and read the words. See if you can recognize why that hymn was chosen in relation 
to the Sermon topic (the Sermon hymn or ‘Hymn of the Day). See how it feeds our faith, our heart, with 
the Word of God. 
 As a special committee of Lutheran musicians considers the hymns to be included in a hymnal, it 
is very careful to stay true to God’s Word; and the proclamation of the Gospel. 
 My hope is that you may be blessed with an increased understanding of our singing worship. 
In Christ, Judith Bailey  
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Lutherans for Life 
 

KIDS UNDER CONSTRUCTION, MAYBE THE PAINT IS STILL WET… 
KIDS UNDER CONSTRUCTION, THE LORD MAY NOT BE FINISHED YET! 

I’m more than an accident without a cause, I’m more than a body and brain. 

God made me on purpose, I’m part of a plan, He cares and He calls me by name” 

The words of this children’s song by Gloria Gaither come to mind as I consider how God is 
working mightily among the youth of the next generation strengthening them to live in their   
baptismal relationship with Him, bestowing on them the power of the Holy Spirit, reconstructing 
their lives, equipping them to be His chosen ambassadors to serve others in His name. 

Y4Life, Youth for Life, an organization of the LCMS is one of these ‘construction’ agencies, 
preparing today’s youth to be voices for LIFE. At their Y4Life Conference in DC in January of this 
year, over 140 youth marched in the March for Life singing hymns, praying, and making and  
carrying life-affirming banners. In their conference, they engaged with the speakers with 
thoughtful questions about Roe v Wade outcomes, how to reach out to those  experiencing  
gender brokenness, and about their own challenges with temptations of sexuality. 

Youth in the Concordia University System as well as high school students in the Chicago 
area and elsewhere are experiencing God’s reconstructive purposes in their lives as they are led 
in their campus ministries and congregation youth groups from an egocentric to a Christocentric 
focus, learning to live for their neighbors’ good, serving in a Christ Like manner. What have they 
been doing? Working to help those with food insecurity at food pantries, collecting coats for 
local shelters, preparing care kits for the homeless, working with organizations to fight human 
trafficking through legislation and advocacy groups, digging deeper into God’s Word to better 
serve God’s people in all ages, stages and conditions. 

Another youth, Anna Young, won the National  Right To Life Pro-Life Oratory Contest for 
High School Students. She is the daughter of Pastor Philip Young, Redeemer Lutheran Church, 
Nashville, an LCMS congregation. After winning the state level competition, she went on to win 
the National Right To Life Oratory Contest representing Tennessee. Anna will attend Concordia 
University Wisconsin in the fall. We pray God will continue to shine through her! 

As Lutherans for Life, we pray that God will bestow His favor on this entire next generation 
of advocates for LIFE. God is at work in them and in us as their leaders, as members of our 
earthly families and our church family, as citizens of our local communities and country, as His 
ambassadors in the world.  

(Linda Anderson for the COS Lutherans for Life Team) 
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Concert News 
On Saturday, April 23, 2022 at 3:00 p.m. the Tribute Quartet returns to Christ Our 
Savior to present the Gospel Message in song. 

Since 2006, multi-award winning and multi-Dove Award nominated recording 
artist Tribute Quartet has become one of the country’s most dynamic, beloved and 
sought-after male quartets in all of gospel music. Gary Casto, Josh Singletary, Gus 
Gaches, and Ian Owens have proven to possess a combination of musical talent, 
warm and engaging personalities, and a focus that has kept them on the path to     
continued success since their inception. 

In an ever-changing musical climate, Tribute has remained steadfast in their goal 
to make music that is both timely and relevant to the current musical scene and their 
fan base while propelling their mission to share the Hope of the Gospel. With a     
career that has already spanned the U.S., as well as several foreign countries, Tribute 
continues to shine a Light into a world in need of truth, hope, love and healing. 

With several awards and number 1 songs to their credit, Tribute’s music        
continues to inspire and encourage generations of believers. With their passion for 
this music and the message it brings, this team is dedicated to a quality presentation 
of communication through the art of gospel quartet music. 

Fans, peers, and industry insiders agree Tribute brings a breath of fresh air to 
Gospel Music. 
Tickets are $12.50 each in advance or $15.00 at the door and are available from the 
Church Office (865) 458-9407 or Bob Traum (865) 458-4848. 
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LERT Update From Paducah 

 
It was Friday, December 10th, 2021. We were all set to host 
a Christmas party for the board of elders at our home here in 
Paducah. My wife and I had heard that the conditions would 
be ripe for a tornado. Should we cancel the Christmas par-
ty? We figured that this time would be like so many other 
times we had heard of tornado conditions. No need to can-
cel. So we went ahead, and after the final guests left we 
cleaned up the place and put the kids to bed. Then we sat 
there on the couch listening to the weathermen tracking the 
path of the tornado. On the screen we could see an angry 
looking red blob that they were calling the “debris ball.” Just a blip on the screen but in reality, “a mile wide.” We 
heard how they said they had never seen anything this big before. It was clear that it was going to be about 30 
miles south of Paducah, which was a relief. But that meant it was passing right through Mayfield and from there 
further east and north along the I-69 corridor. I quickly thought through my members who lived along that path. I 
hurriedly sent messages to those whose numbers were in my phone. Some quickly responded that they were okay. 
Others said they were huddled in basements and closets, praying that the Lord would protect them. Thankfully all 
of our members in the path were protected through the storm. Two had damage to their homes; one of which was 
quite significant. But no harm was done to their bodies. Not all were so fortunate. It is likely that by now you 
have seen many images of that damage. The next morning I was at a loss. What can I do? What can we at St. Paul 
do? It is a very humbling thing to realize that there are times when nothing much can be done. So we turned to the 
Lord in prayer, trusting that in Him there is no lack and no shadow of change. “Cast your burdens on the Lord for 
He cares for you.” (1 Peter 5:7) LERT update from Paducah photo credit www.lcms-lert.org Sunday morning 
brought more of the same question: What can be done? And again we experienced something of that humbling as 
there was no clear answer. We used the first 20 minutes or so of our Bible Study time to check in and hear if any-
one had family or friends in trouble. That night we were able to put together an impromptu potluck for survivors 
who were now homeless and other first responders who were being sheltered at a local Baptist church. They told 
us they needed food for 100, but in Lutheran potluck lingo that translated into enough for 300. Then on Monday I 
got a phone call from President Paavola. He told me that he and Ross Johnson, the director of the Synod’s Disas-
ter Response wanted to assess the situation with me and see if St. Paul could be a possible host site for LCMS 
volunteers. I didn’t know what all that entailed but I quickly agreed. What a relief to have someone who had done 
this before and who maybe could answer our question. That afternoon a rough sketch of a plan came together. We 
would host trained volunteers from across Synod who would also bring heavy equipment to show mercy to those 
who were suffering. We quickly assembled a four person committee to help prepare to receive all these visitors 
but we had no experience with the Lutheran Early Response Team (LERT) or Lutheran Church Charities (LCC). 
We didn’t know if we would need to host them in our homes, to provide cots and bedding, or how we were going 
to feed everyone. What had we gotten ourselves into? In my mind I figured this would all take a while. After all, 
we were approaching Christmas and New Year’s, and surely no one would come to Paducah, Kentucky at this 
time of year to help out, right? Thankfully I was wrong! In no time our congregation resembled Bethlehem at that 
first Christmas. No room in the inn! By that Sunday, Dec. 19th we had all kinds of people from all kinds of places 
setting up cots and inflatable mattresses. It looked like a church lock-in, but with grown-ups. Jan Simko from 
Shepherd of the Hills in Crossville, TN came as the District Disaster Relief Coordinator (DDRC) along with her 
Pastor, Andrew Abraham, who made assessments and pastoral visits with her. Brian Mead from the Kansas Dis-
trict helped Jan learn the ropes as she was baptized by fire (this was her first disaster response). That Sunday 
morning we had about 30 men wearing highlighter yellow volunteer shirts belting out the liturgy with us and re-
ceiving Holy Communion alongside our members. Just as if they were right at home. Just as if they were of one 
body with us… because we are.. “And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; or if one member is 
honored, all the members rejoice with it.” (1 Cor. 12:26). United in faith we are also one in witness and in mercy. 
Those first few days the crews were largely getting to know the area and passing out cards with contact infor-
mation. Slowly but surely we started getting calls at the church. “These people connected to your church who 
called themselves Lutherans said they could help us. Is this real? They have equipment? And they’ll do it for free? 
Ok, well, sign me up.” With each house that was shown mercy a neighbor or two saw and inquired and got added 

(Continued on page 7) 
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to the list. The local sheriffs and FEMA people started making referrals to the Lutheran team as well. And always, 
in every case, the men and women who showed mercy were able to point the survivors to the hope of Jesus Christ 
and the local congregation where they could receive His mercy in the communion of saints. As of writing this the 
total number of homes cleared is 62. We will still be hosting volunteers through the end of this week, with Jan 
Simko saying that it is very likely that LERT will set up weekend opportunities for service in the coming months. 
Great work has begun, but it is by no means finished. What can we do? That question still hangs in the air here. 8 
of our members were able to go through the LERT basic training which gives us a good base of understanding and 
ideas for future projects. Removing tree limbs and debris is certainly important. But removal will eventually give 
way to rebuilding. And it is that work that will last much longer. So many congregations and individuals have con-
tributed either directly to our congregation or to the Mid-South District’s disaster relief fund. An initial $10,000 
were used to purchase gift cards for Lowe’Walmart, and Amazon. We passed out a number of these in the week 
before Christmas. The outpouring of generosity and love have been truly amazing to behold. On behalf of our con-
gregation here in far western Kentucky and also the surrounding counties I want to thank everyone who has 
helped. Our congregation has had the privilege of both receiving your encouragement and being able to pass that 
Christian charity on to our hurting neighbors. What a great testament to our life together in Christ that we are able 
to respond with wisdom, time, energy, and financial aid to show mercy to those who need it. — Rev. David R. Ap-
pold, St. Paul Lutheran Church (Paducah) 
For more information on volunteering contact Jan Simko at janetsimko73@ gmail.com Disaster Relief Fund— 
Donations directed to this fund will be used for relief efforts in the tornado-ravaged communities. To contribute to 
this fund, you may make a gift online or by check payable to the Mid-South District Office / 1675 Wynne Road / 
Cordova TN 38016. Please note “Disaster Relief Fund” on any gifts sent by check. When donating online, please 
designate your gift as “restricted” for the Disaster Relief Fund 
 

Christ Our Savior contributions to Mid-South District's Disaster Relief Fund for this latest disaster were: 
Member Gifts -  $5,515 
Church Match—$1,000 
              Total -  $6,515  

(Continued from page 6) 

Library Corner 
 

What Makes a Great Woman GREAT? 
Let Eric Metaxas tell you in Seven Women And The Secret Of Their Greatness 

where he answers the question by telling their stories. In a captivating and engag-
ing manner Metaxas reveals how these extraordinary women changed the course 
of history. 

He profiles teenager Joan of Arc who led the French army to a mighty victory 
over the Bristish; Susanna Wesley known as the mother of Methodism;   

Hannah More who played a crucial role in the abolition of slavery in the British 
Empire; Maria Skobtsova a member of the French Resistance; Mother Teresa, 
Catholic nun and missionary; Corrie ten Boom who risked her life to hide Dutch 
Jews from the Nazis during WW2; and Rosa Parks who launched a great social movement.   

In the words of Anne Graham Lotz, daughter of evangelist Billy Graham, this book is "A refreshing 
view of womanhood. . .”Faith strengthened by fire, courage to forsake personal comfort, boldness to 
take great risks, sacrificial compassion for others, convictions to live-and-die by, are just some of the 
common denominators of Seven Women." 

Any book that Eric Metaxas writes is going to be a good read. We also have his following books: 
Bonhoeffer, Martin Luther, If You Can Keep It, and Amazing Grace. Soon available in our library will be 
7 Men and the Secret of Their Greatness, 7 More Men and The Secret of Their Greatness, and 7 Men 
and 7 Women. That's a whole lot of greatness! 

Please enjoy these wonderful books and always feel free to recommend a good read or request us 
to purchase a book that our patrons will enjoy. 

“Fill your house with stacks of books, in all the crannies and all the nooks.” Dr Seuss 
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