
 

THE “GOOD NEWS” COURIER 
January 2023 

Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church 

 

Let There Be Light! 
 

God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.” (Gen. 1:3) 
 

The first thing God created was LIGHT. Light is energy. Light brings warmth. Light brings confidence as 
it reveals the world around us and a way forward. As we begin a 
new year, we could all use some energy, warmth and confidence in 
the world around us; a way forward. 
 
This month, we enter the season of Epiphany. During this season 
we celebrate Jesus as the light of the world. He not only is the One 
behind the creation of light for this world, He is also the Light that 
brings energy, warmth and a confidence and a path forward in our 
spiritual life. The light of Jesus reveals the forgiveness of sin and 
the free gift of salvation. This Light has come to you in your bap-
tism and will never leave you nor forsake you. 
 
The light of Jesus is revealed in Scripture. As we journey with the 
people of God recorded in Scriptures, the light of God's Word re-
veals our way as well. We receive energy, warmth and confidence 
for our life and future when we gather in Bible Study and worship. 
His light brings everything into focus. Our Friday Focus Bible class 
will begin studying the book of Genesis on January 6. This class 
meets at 10:30 each Friday in room 103. Our study of the life of Je-
sus through the video “the Chosen” will continue Sunday mornings 
beginning January 8. Jesus was revealed as the Son of God to John at His baptism. Having received the 
light of  Jesus in our baptism, we are called to be lights to the world. Exploring how the light of the cross 
and empty tomb impact our life together is the theme of every Sunday worship service.  
 
Light reveals the road ahead but it doesn't reveal everything behind each twist and turn. While the details 
of our future this year have not been revealed, our eternal future has been revealed and is sure and certain. 
Our life is in Him. We live in His light. In the light of Jesus, we go into the new year with energy, warmth 
and confidence in Jesus.  Let there be light! 
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A New Year wish 
 
May the New Year bring us: 
Enough happiness to keep us sweet; 
 Enough trials to keep us strong; 
Enough hope to keep us lively; 
 Enough sorrows to keep us dependent  
              upon God; 
Enough failure to keep us humble; 
 Enough success to keep us eager; 
Enough friends to give us comfort; 
 Enough wealth to meet our needs; 
Enough enthusiasm to keep us looking forward; 
 Enough faith to overcome despair; 
And enough determination to use every day 
 and situation somehow for good. 
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THE MAIN THING 
 
I’m not much of a visionary by nature.  I’m more of a day-to-day “taking care of business” type guy and I 
tend to get caught up in methodically working my way through various to-do lists wi thout much thought 
given to long-term matters. From time-to-time, however, something causes me to slow down, take stock, 
and assess where I am and where I am going. An on-line devotional that Carol and I subscribe to (A 
Wise Life, by Lisa Price) outlines a common life-cycle progression that many churches experience and it     
occurred to me that many individual Christians may follow a similar growth pattern.  As our church just 
celebrated our 25th anniversary and many of us celebrate birthdays with lots of candles on the cake, this 
excerpt from Lisa Price’s November 2022 devotional may provide some food for thought: 
 
“I have this theory that all Christian churches, denominations and organizations follow the same basic 
development pattern. It always begins with a dream, desire or idea God plants in the heart of a person 
or a group of people. This dream ultimately produces the birth of something new and beautiful (Isaiah 
43:19, Acts 2:42-47). Then comes childhood. Childhood is an exhilarating time in a church or ministry. 
Childhood is all about beginnings and growth. All the activity of this phase is born out of genuine love for 
Jesus, passion for the mission of Jesus and a desire to honor and glorify Jesus (Matthew 28:18– 
20).  Leaders seek to obey Jesus above all else and as a result this phase typically results in an abun-
dance of fruit. The childhood phase is also marked by some chaos. Leaders don’t always know what 
they’re doing, important things don’t get done and there can be disputes between key leaders (Galatians 
2:11-14).  Because this stage is naturally volatile, if an organization stays in childhood for too long the 
ministry or church will die. No ministry or church can endure the disorganization and volatility of the     
childhood stage for long. It’s just too dang messy.  

If the organization or church survives the birth and childhood phase (some don’t), it moves into adult-
hood. Adulthood is the sweet spot for a ministry or church. There’s still a lot of excitement but there is 
also a clear vision for where the ministry is going. The vision is firmly rooted in biblical principles and 
prayer. The ministry is still very Jesus centered but there’s more discipline than in the childhood phase. 
The policies and leadership structure developed in the early adulthood phase provide the stability neces-
sary to keep the thing from flying off the rails. This is typically a very long phase that is even more effec-
tive and fruitful than the childhood phase. The organization or church earns a good reputation in the 
community and it does a lot of good.  People are saved, lives are transformed and Jesus is glorified in a 
big way (Romans 10:9, Ephesians 2:8-10, Titus 3:5).  

Then comes middle age.  If an organization makes it to the middle age stage everything is   going super 
well from an optics perspective. Money is being raised, there are a ton of volunteers and the stated mis-
sion is still solid. However,  there is a subtle shift that begins with leadership. They become, usually with-
out realizing it, much more focused on building the organization than they are on Jesus and glorifying 
Jesus. Jesus is still valued, but Jesus is no longer the main thing. Passion for Jesus and devotion to the 
mission gets lost in the day-to-day of “doing ministry”, “raising money” and “growing the 
church” (Matthew 28:18-20, Matthew 10:7-9, Ephesians 4:11-16).   All or most of the spiritual work of 
this phase is centered on programs and fund raising rather than transforming people and glorifying Je-
sus.  On the surface the  activity appears to be people and Jesus centered. However, most of it is fo-
cused firmly on keeping the ministry machine going, raising money and justifying the continued exist-
ence of the organization. Usually the ministry continues a slow drift further and further from the original  
mission of reaching the lost and making disciples. Bit by bit it loses its ability to make a spiritual impact 
on the world. The church remains but the power it once had to make disciples and  transform the culture 
is gone. The people lose their saltiness and the church or organization  becomes spiritually worthless 
(Matthew 5:13). If it endures it becomes more of a social service agency rather than a ministry. 

Or, There is a spiritual awaking. The people who attend and lead these churches recognize the prob-
lem. They see it. It breaks their hearts and they repent. They fully rededicate themselves to the cause of 
Christ. Jesus becomes the main thing once again and the church or organization continues to be a vital 
part of the body and a solution to the brokenness in this world (Revelation 2:7). However, spiritual awak-

(Continued on page 4) 
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ing’s don’t just happen.  We have to see the drift. We have to start praying. Everyone involved has be 
willing to do what they did at first. If we refuse, Jesus removes the ministry or church and another is born 
to take its place. 
I know, from personal experience, that I can fall into the trap of focusing more on my to-do list than on 
the reason I am doing things and on the Person I am doing things for and with.  For  example, I can’t 
remember the last time I had a serious spiritual conversation with an unbeliever or started a new minis-
try initiative.  I’m probably in late adulthood and on the edge of middle age on Lisa’s scale…even though 
I’m an official “old guy” based on age and disposition.’ 
 
I believe that our church is also approaching the middle-age stage that Lisa described above.  Many of 
the “doers” who founded our church have passed away or moved back “north” to be near family. Others 
are aging out of the active “doer” mode as dealing with health/aging issues occupies more of their time 
and energy. We have been blessed, however, with a steady influx of new folks  in their early retirement 
years moving into our communities from LCMS country to the north and west to take up this slack and 
add new ideas. Their energy and enthusiasm are evident within our church family. Walking up and down 
the CMC hallways and looking at the bulletin boards we are reminded of all the inreach and outreach 
ministries and activities ongoing within our church. These are all good, worthwhile endeavors, but I think 
that there is a danger in focusing on the busy-ness of all of this church business to the point that it sup-
plants or dulls our relationship with God  You have probably heard the old expression “The main thing is 
to keep the main thing the main thing”. Jesus is, of course, the main thing.  He is the object of our faith, 
the essence of our faith, and the source of our faith.  Outside of church, we are happy to talk about 
church ministries or activities, yet I seldom hear the name “Jesus” in those conversations (I’m guilty of 
this too). We strengthen our relationship with Him by spending quality time with Him daily in prayer and 
studying His Word, and in talking about Him with others…especially with folks who don’t know Him.  I’m 
going to try to be more deliberate in doing so, and I encourage my church friends to do so as well.  

Remember the main thing! 
 
Butch Durham 

(Continued from page 3) 

LIFE SUNDAY, JANUARY 22, 2023     
                 “Blessed For Life” 
                                is  
              Lutherans For Life’s theme 
                              for  
           Sanctity of Human Life Sunday 
 

 Our Life Sunday 2023 theme is based on Psalm 41 (with an emphasis on verse 2). 
• Blessed with the gift of life. 
• Blessed by God for one’s entire life. 
• Blessed to be a blessing to others. 

  “Almighty God gives us bodies and hearts so that we may be His own. So He blesses us, every one, 
womb to tomb, by marking Himself with our blood. He has stepped Himself into our human gestating 
and aging, fetus, teenager, adult, and advanced. He has wrapped Himself within our failed, fallen, and 
broken. He took on little, naked, and empty. He put on war-torn, weathered, and threadbare. He 
knows guilt, grief, and conflict. He owns crisis, suffering, and dying.  Our Heavenly Father labels this 
God in flesh and bone “Jesus.” He means salvation and favor, forgiveness and atonement, redeeming 
and affirming for you and me and humanity from fertilization to forever.  He blesses us by marking 
us with the blood of His Son.” (Rev. M. Salmenink, excerpt from Life Sunday, 2023, sermon)    
(Your Christ Our Savior Lutherans for Life Team) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+41&version=ESV
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GIFTING THE GOSPEL TO THE NEXT GENERATION –        
A LIFE Issue 

We as adults nurture our own faith.  We study God’s Word, pray, worship, witness. But what exactly do 
we do on behalf of our precious grandchildren, indeed all today’s youth, to nurture THEIR faith in God 
in this life full of worldly influences which are not all positive?  Who or what will you see shape their 
futures, their beliefs?  Instagram? Snapchat? YouTube?  TikTok? Twitter? Good old TV? The public 
schools? Their peers? 

 

 

 

 

What if we looked at our role as seniors with life experience as a ministry of helping young people look 
at the life issues with which they will be confronted in the context of God’s Word and in relationship to 
the all-important matter of life eternal?  What an opportunity and privilege! But how?? 
So often we live a distance from our grandchildren and our interaction with them is sporadic and      
sometimes impersonal.  Regular interaction with them is complicated by that distance and their busy 
schedules.  So we use face time or phoning, or messaging or traveling to build relationships.  To assist in 
that communication and help us maximize our opportunity and ability to meaningfully share the blessings 
of God’s Word that we have come to cherish, Lutherans for Life (LFL) is offering a support system. In 
the coming months we will present ideas for parents, grandparents and those who play a significant role 
in the life of a young person, tools you can use to present God’s wisdom, strength and faithfulness to 
young ones, to help ground them in their all-important relationship with their Savior. 
Beginning mid-January you are invited to share your ideas for Gifting the Gospel to the Next Genera-
tion on the interactive LFL bulletin board in the CMC hallway near the Coke machine.  How do you   
encourage the precious children you know to discover the joy of living in accordance with God’s Word?  
To share your ideas, simply take a card from the pocket on the bulletin board, write your idea (a book     
title, a song, an outing, a prayer, texting, etc.) of how you witness to God’s love for the children in your 
life and then pin it to the board.  Don’t forget to check back to glean new ideas!  Each month, the church 
newsletter will highlight what is presented on the board so that you can have resources in hand to help the 
children in your life develop their love and devotion to the ONE THING needful – Jesus, their Savior and 
Friend 
                                         (Linda Anderson for Christ Our Savior’s Lutherans for Life Team) 
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KISIMA ACADEMY 

Kisima Academy, a mission of COS, is a Christian orphanage and school in rural western Kenya. More 

information is at www.friendsofkisima.org or on Facebook at Friends of Kisima Academy. Gerda Fink 

 
Last year was a time of returning normalcy for Kenyan schools.  The national exams took place on 

schedule for the first time since the pandemic started, paving the way for the new school year to start on 
time this month.  There were major changes in the curriculum and in the school organization, the result of 
which meant that Kisima was required to add the 9th grade.  A new classroom will have to be added as 
well as some lab equipment.  

The crops and gardens provide much of the food for the children.  Five acres of maize and beans, 
the staple foods in Kenya, were supplemented by gardens of kale, watermelons, arrowroot, and squash 
among other fruits and vegetables.  Onions and tomatoes were grown in the greenhouse.   

Last year was an election year.  Every election since the 2007 election with its resulting wide-
spread tribal violence has spawned fears of a repeat.  Thanks to God it was peaceful this year.  Two-thirds 
of the 125 orphans at Kisima had lost their parents in the violence.   Most of those young people are now 
in college or vocational school.  A few of them have finished and are going out on their own—a cause for 
celebration for us who have watched them grow.  More than that it’s a cause for expressing our sincere 
gratitude to the sponsors and supporters who have partnered with us to make caring for and educating 
them possible.  Thank you, thank you, thank you!  

Here are a few of the orphans who are nearly ready to go out on their own. 
 
 
 
 
Victor, top left, is finishing studies to become an electrician. 
Gloria, top right, is finishing a B.A. in English.  She will be a 
 teacher. 
Mary, bottom left, finished a diploma in human resources. 
Titus, bottom right, finished a diploma in automotive repair. 

http://www.friendsofkisima.org
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