
 

THE “GOOD NEWS” COURIER 
January 2022 

Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church 

 

The Light of Epiphany 
“Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord rises upon you.” Is. 60:1 

 
January can be a very difficult month. The days are short, 
the nights are long. The weather is harsh. The bills from 
Christmas start coming in. We take down all the lights and 
decorations proclaiming the joy of Jesus’ birth. All of this 
simply adds to the exhaustion of the season. If you feel like 
taking the month off to recuperate, you're not alone. The last 
thing you may want to hear and do is “arise, shine”. 
 
Indeed, if it was up to us and our own human abilities, we 
could not arise and shine. Left to our own imaginations and 
desires, we would choose the darkness. God knows this. In 
His love, He sent His Son, Jesus to be the light of the world. 
This is the good news of Epiphany, “your light has come”. 
The memory of the glow from candles on Christmas Eve can 
still warm our hearts and minds as we reflect on the light of 
Jesus and His love. 
 
Light drives out the darkness, but not the doubts. Light     
reveals the road ahead, but it doesn't reveal everything that 
will happen. The season of Epiphany, which means revelation, begins and ends with the same rev-
elation. At both His baptism on the first Sunday of the season and again at His transfiguration on 
the last Sunday of the season, we hear the voice of God revealing, “This is my Son, whom I love”. 
Jesus reveals Himself as the Son of God in each of the gospel readings this month. As we journey 
with the people of God recorded in Scriptures, the light of God's Word reveals our way as well. 
We do not know everything that 2022 holds for us as individuals or as a church, but we know the 
One who holds us in His hands. 
 
What is true for us as a church is also true for us as individuals. Your light has come. Jesus brings 
hope, peace, joy, and love to you.  God is faithful and keeps His promises. Through the waters of 
your baptism, the light of God's truth and love has been revealed to you. As a child of God, “the 
glory of the Lord rises upon you” and within you each and every day. As you experience the hills 
and valleys of this season and throughout the new year, let the light of Jesus shine through you. It 
is His light of love that enables you to “arise, shine”.  
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 Ways to start off the New Year 
 
 According to historians, the celebration of the 
New Year is the oldest holiday. Ancient Babylonians 
first observed it in the spring about 4,000 years ago. In 
153 B.C., the Roman Senate declared January 1 as 
New Year’s Day.  
 The early church started to hold religious ob-
servances that coincided with pagan celebrations. 
Some denominations still mark Christ’s circumcision 
on New Year’s. 
 The tradition of making resolutions dates back 
to the Babylonians, who often promised to return bor-
rowed farm equipment. Using a baby to symbolize re-
birth and the new year dates back to the ancient Greeks 
and Egyptians.  
 Modern-day New Year’s customs often focus 
on prosperity. In Spain, people eat 12 grapes at mid-
night, hoping to have 12 happy months to come. The 
Dutch eat donuts because another year has come full 
circle. 
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From The President 
To:       Members and Friends of Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church 

From:  Chuck Anderson, Council President 

 

Christ Our Savior will celebrate its 25th anniversary in 2022.  We are planning a special 
celebration in October of 2022.  In addition, there will be events highlighting the anniver-
sary throughout the year.   
 
One of these events is called “Ministry Moments.” We are looking for members who 
would like to share special thoughts in a one to two minute video or brief newsletter 
paragraph on topics such as “What Christ Our Savior Means to You,” “A favorite 
Memory of Ministry at Christ Our Savior,” “Christ Our Savior, Our Hopes for the 
Future,”etc. 
 
We have a format for submitting your thoughts using a phone/computer APP recording a 
short video on a cellphone or computer in your own home at your convenience.  This will 
be scheduled during January.  If you prefer you can write your thoughts, 150-200 words.  
Videos and written comments will be completed in January and will be used throughout 
the year. 
 

Please consider volunteering.  Contact Chuck Anderson, 865-657-9694 or  

anson6514@gmail.com for more information and to volunteer. You will be contacted 
early in January with information to proceed. 

Get ready for Epiphany 
 
 Many Christian denominations celebrate Epiphany each year on or near January 6. “Epiphany,” 
which means “showing forth,” celebrates the visit of the magi, or wise men, to the baby Jesus. These men, 
also known as kings, saw the star that led them to Bethlehem. 
 The fact that these wise men were Gentiles, not Jews, teaches us an important theological lesson: 
Their search for the Savior shows that Jesus came for all people.  
 In 1875, Philip Bliss wrote the hymn “The Light of the World Is Jesus.” The first stanza captures 
the meaning of Epiphany, a season of light: 
 
 The whole world was lost 
 In the darkness of sin, 
 The Light of the world is Jesus! 
 Like sunshine at noonday, 
 His glory shone in. 
 The Light of the world is Jesus! 

Copyright @2008 by Communications Resources,   All Rights Reserved 
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GOD CHOSE YOU - LUTHERANS FOR LIFE 
Choice is God’s good gift to humankind, but in our sinfulness we    
humans distorted His perfect plan. God chooses you to make a      
difference! YOU ARE THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD! See how God 
can use each of us to transform life issue situations into opportunities 
for joy and hope! 

Use the Life Week resources of Lutherans for Life (LFL) to help     
unpack this theme, GOD CHOSE YOU, and what it means for the For 
Life movement. Our prayer is that these materials will provide  valua-

ble information and encouragement to you and the life-affirming work in which you engage.  

HERE’S A LIST OF THE FOR LIFE TOPICS THAT WILL BE ADDRESSED DURING LIFE 
WEEK. 

DAYS 1-4 WILL BE LIVE ZOOM MEETINGS: 8 P.M. ET (AND RECORDED FOR OPTIONAL 
LATER VIEWING FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE). (Days 5-7 are live events and will not be 
zoomed.) 

TO LINK TO THIS INFORMATION, visit the LFL website: Lutheransforlife.org - from 
there: 

Choose: resources-scroll down: life week 2022 - scroll down: live session) OR 

*Sign up for LIFE WEEK 2022 on the LFL home page and receive a daily devotion,        
activity sheet and a link directly to the zoom meetings. 

DAY 1: God chose YOU from the beginning. (January 16, 2022) 

●  Life issues covered include Creation, identity, developmental and intellectual           
disabilities, the unborn, surprise pregnancy 

DAY 2: God chose YOU to be His temple. (January 17 2022) 

●  Life issues covered include gender identity, sexuality/dating/abstinence promiscuity, 
self-harm, human-trafficking, pornography 

DAY 3: God chose YOU to belong. (January18, 2022) 

●  Life issues covered include marriage/divorce/family, adoption/foster care,                
contraception, infertility, barrenness 

DAY 4: God chose YOU for purpose. (January 19, 2022) 

●  Life issues covered include elder care/end of life, hopelessness/loneliness, sudden 
loss/widow(ers) 

DAY 5: God chose YOU with forgiveness. (January 27, 2022) 

● Life issues covered include unforgiveness, doubting salvation overwhelming guilt after    
abortion, suicidal thoughts/behavior, prison 

DAY 6: God chose YOU for LIFE in Christ. (January 28, 2022) 

● Life issues covered include differing worldviews/new believers, homosexuality/
transgenderism, facing temptation, persecution, vocation/calling 

DAY 7: God chose you for LIFE together. (January 29, 2022) 

● Life issues covered include race, politics/political action, speaking in love (Gospel-motivated 
voices), Communion of Saints/community 

If you would like to additionally hear a Biblical view on the life issues of gender identity 

and sexuality, watch this American Family Association film: 

In His Image: Delighting in God’s Plan for Gender and Sexuality - FIND IT ON YOUTUBE: 

***CHRIST OUR SAVIOR WILL CELEBRATE LIFE SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 13,2022.*** 
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Hi Bob and Judy! Happy Jamhuri day! On December 12 Kenya celebrates the day it became a 
repupblic.  

I am glad for a little break, it seems like things have been quite 
busy. You could say that I jumped back in the deep end, operating 
three days per week and taking call. I had noticed from previous 
years that the first two weeks of December are busier than usual, 
as people want to get everything "done" before the holidays. I     
expect one more busy week and then things will wind down quite a 
bit until after the new year. To tell the truth I couldn't be happier, I 
missed working with residents so much. It's a special balancing act, 
knowing exactly how much autonomy to give to a trainee. They 
need to be left alone a bit to hone their craft, but you have to be 
right there when they are uncomfortable and need help. Through it 
all we have to keep the patient safe, and of course the operating 
room can't get backed up with slow operations either. 

We've had some wild times already. A mass casualty with 8 pa-
tients from the same accident arriving all at once. Two needed sur-
gery that night, we didn't' sleep at all! A seven month old with intussusception of the bowel 
when all the pediatric surgeons were out of town. Infections, injuries and tumors of the head, 
neck, chest, abdomen and pelvis. And a daily encounter with an old friend who exclaims 
"You're back!" and tells me they have been praying for Adam and how is he doing? Yes, it's 
good to be back.  

December also means another thing in Kenya: Graduations! We had one of our residents      
graduate, an excellent surgeon from Liberia named Dimingo Gomez. I actually hired him as a 
resident 5 years ago. Now he's done, but moving on to Pediatric Surgery fellowship here at   
Kijabe before he returns to Liberia. Actually during the graduation I looked around the room and 
was struck by how many of the surgeons there had been under my training at some point,     
going all the way back to 2007. What a joy and a privilege it is to be part of this process. I truly 
feel like I'm doing what I was made to do.  

We are really looking forward to the holidays. Adam and Gabi will arrive next Saturday, along 
with Adam's girlfriend Diana. A friend of Gabi's will follow shortly afterwards. We'll show them 
our country, including the mandatory safari after Christmas. It's been quite strange to be a    
family of three instead of five and we are looking forward to being back together. Actually Gabi 
will stay with us for a few months at least, we are really looking forward to having her around.  

I am hoping to upgrade our laparoscopic equipment so that I can pass on some of the skills I 
learned in Los Angeles to the residents. Our equipment is in sorry shape though; I am quite 
sure we could do more and teach more with some newer, better working equipment. If you'd 
like to help with this one time need, you can donate through https://friendsofkijabe.org where a 
donor will match all donations 1:1 until the end of the year. I'm hoping to raise around $30,000, 
anything above that will go to help a graduating resident start a laparoscopic program of their 
own at some other hospital.  

We are so thankful for your support. It allows us to be here doing this work. We wish you all a 
very Merry Christmas! 

Rich and the Davis family. 

Merry Christmas from the Davis Family! 

https://aimint.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8211ec14c7b3aede819540b84&id=313e5cb8b6&e=571cfeabb0
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 The Old Paths 
One of  Gospel Music’s Premier Quartets 

In Concert 

Saturday, January 15, 2022 at 3:00pm 
 

 Visit them on www.theoldpathsonline.com 

Tickets: $12.50 in Advance 

$15 at the door 
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Jewel’s Corner 
 

From LCC K-9 Comfort Dog Ministry: 

“We are very sad to share that Jewel Comfort Dog has ended her 
journey here on earth.  Steve and Judy Schoenherr said their final 
good-byes to sweet Jewel December 16.’’ 

Jewel served for seven years as a LCC K-9 Comfort Dog bringing 
love and smiles to all those she encountered.  She worked faithful-
ly with her handlers in their    community in Tennessee and on 
numerous LCC K-9 Crisis Response Deployments throughout her 
years of service.  

Jewel completed her last deployment in Surfside, Florida after the 
tragic collapse of the apartment building. Jewel represented LCC K-9 Comfort Dog,  

Kare 9 Military Ministry, and Police Ministry with her team of handlers. 

Please keep in prayer Jewel's team, congregation and all those who loved and knew Jewel. “Well 
done, good and faithful servant” 

 

 

Christ Our Savior LCC K-9 Comfort Dog Team 

 

                                                Lisa Blahnik 
Joe Deal  
Karen Forsyth  
Marita Kelly  
Kevin Kelly  
Mark Roeder  
Sue Roeder  
Katie Schnell  
Wayne Schnell  
Judy Schoenherr 
Steve Schoenherr 
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