
 

THE “GOOD NEWS” COURIER 
February 2023 

 

 

Preparing for Easter 
 
  It may seem a bit early to talk about preparing for Easter, but since this could be considered the biggest 
event on the church year calendar, Easter is really a focal point all year round.  The resurrection of our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus, is one of the things that sets us apart from other religions.  Our God became a  
human being, lived a perfect life to fulfill the requirements of the Law, and died a sacrificial death to pay 
for the sins of the whole world.  His resurrection from the dead is a declaration that His mission was   
successful and offers us hope for life after death as well. 
  Our hope of being made right with God by grace through the free gift of faith is based on God’s acts of 
love that took place on Good Friday and Easter.  The Church has traditionally set aside a six week period 
of repentance and preparation before Easter to contemplate on the suffering and death of our Savior and 
to make the celebration of His resurrection even more meaningful.  We call this Lent. 
   Starting on Wednesday, February 22nd (Ash Wednesday), we will have special services at 4:30 p.m. for 
six Wednesdays. Pastor Mark will be preaching on “Witnesses to Christ.” 
  I encourage you to join us for these special services as, together, we contemplate and celebrate the 
amazing love of God which led to the cross and the empty tomb.  This is also a good time to invite a 
friend or neighbor. 
 

Pastor Brian Truog 

The Blessing of Giving 
Malachi 3:10 GOD’S WORD Translation 
   “Bring one-tenth of your income into the storehouse so that there may be food in my house. Test me in 
this way,” says the Lord of Armies. “See if I won’t open the windows of heaven for you and flood you 
with blessings. 

 
  We were blessed to finish 2022 with a financial surplus at Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church.  We’ve 
experienced this financial blessing for the last several years … and it truly IS a blessing!  But, this great 
blessing can also cause some to miss out on a great blessing.  How so? 
  Sometimes people see their giving to church as an obligation to help the church meet its financial 
needs.  Although there is some truth to that, that is not at all what biblical giving (tithing) is all about.  
God challenges us to give generously, but not specifically to meet a need. (God makes it clear that He 
doesn’t need our money. Everything is His to start with, so, in that sense, the church does not need your 
money, either).  The challenge that God throws out in Malachi 3:10 to give 10% first fruits giving to the 
church is so that we can experience His blessings personally.  In fact, He wants to “flood” us with bless-
ings! 
  So, I encourage you and challenge you to give to the church generously.  Ten percent is a good starting 
point.  Not because we need your money, but because we want you to experience a flood of blessings 
from God. (I’m not saying you are going to win the lottery and have overflowing bank accounts, but 
God’s priceless blessings will be yours to overflowing. God keeps His promises). 
  What will Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church do with all that money if it doesn’t need it for operating 
budget? Glorify God!  And share God’s priceless blessings wherever we can. 
  I truly do hope and pray that YOU are blessed by this encouragement and challenge. 

Pastor Brian Truog 
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Fisherman’s Flea Market 
 
Christ Our Savior is once again hosting a       
fisherman’s flea market after several years’ 
layoff due to COVID constraints.  This year the 
event will be on Saturday, Feb 25 from 9:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m in the CMC.  If you have some 
old fishing gear (or know someone who does) 
that you don’t use, this is a good opportunity to 
sell it to someone who can use it.  From 8-9:00 
a.m. “vendors” will be arriving to set up their 
displays of items for sale and we welcome any 
volunteers willing to help them bring their gear 
inside, find their assigned table, and get set up.  
Also, feel free to drop by from 9:00-1:00 to 
schmooze with our guests.  For more info     
contact Butch Durham at 865-856-5508 or 
durhambc@gmail.com. 
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Comfort Dog Ministry 
At the time of Jewel Comfort Dog’s death in 

December 2021, monies in the Comfort Dog      
Ministry Accounts (travel and general welfare)  
totaled close to $19,000. This ministry was not 
included in the church budget, and throughout 
Jewel’s eight years of ministry, all support came 
from outside donations. Many gifts were given by 
non-COS members.  

Several months following her death, the 
question arose regarding what to do with these 
funds. I had discussions with members of Team 
Jewel as well as a significant number of donors 
to her ministry. The consensus was that since 
these fund were earmarked for the Comfort Dog 
Ministry, they should be used, in some fashion, 
to continue in supporting this ministry. 

 During the July 12th church council meet-
ing, I proposed that the funds in Jewel’s account 
be allocated to Comfort Dog Ministries in other congregations who may be experi-
encing financial difficulties. The council accepted this proposal, and we have be-
gun the process of identifying congregations and gifting funds to those Comfort 
Dog Ministries in need.  

 To date we have given $2,000 each to four ministries: 
 
 Zion Lutheran  (Samson), Marengo, IL 
 King of Glory Lutheran (Solomon), Williamsburg, VA 
 Trinity Lutheran (Abraham and Beloved), Hicksville, NY 
 Prince of Peace Lutheran (Rhoda), Menomonee Falls, WI 
 
 Following this message, you will see the thank you notes we have received 
from each of these recipients. One last time, I would like to express my sincere 
thank you for your support in helping to make Jewel and the Comfort Dog Ministry 
a blessing to so many people throughout Tennessee and other distant areas. We 
miss Jewel deeply, but will carry many fond memories of this special girl in our 
hearts forever. 
 
Steve Schoenherr 
 

(See the Thank You Notes on the next page. )                                                            
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Recipients Thanks for COSLC Support 
 
Rhoda Comfort Dog Ministry: 
 

Dear Steve and Members of Christ Our Savior, 

 

   THANK YOU for your generous contribution to Rhoda’s ministry. As you probably know, we are 
hoping your former handlers, the Roeder’s, will be serving with Rhoda. This is very kind of you. 
We have a very busy ministry, and this contribution will certainly be useful.  
 

God’s Blessings to your church family, 
Peggy Pitraski 
 
 
Samson Comfort Dog Ministry: 
 

Dear Steve, 

 

   My team and I are overwhelmed by your generosity and the beautiful legacy you have created 
in Jewel’s honor. Jewel was a very special girl, and the world is less bright without her. 
   Your gift came at a time when my funds were uncharacteristically low, and my team is so grate-
ful and relieved! Many blessings to you and your team, Steve. We hope to give even half the hon-
or to the ministry that you have.  
 

Your friends, 
Samson and Team Samson 
 
 
Solomon Comfort Dog Ministry: 
 

Dear Steve, 

 

   Thank you so much for the donation of $2000 from Christ Our Savior Lutheran to the King of 
Glory Solomon Comfort Dog Ministry. The gift will be used for deployment expenses as well as 
other necessary expenses. It was very thoughtful of you to think of us. 
 

In His name, 
Team Solomon 
 
 
Abraham and Beloved Comfort Dogs: 
 

Hi Steve, 

 

   I just want to take a minute to personally thank you for the grant money your team sent us from 
Jewel’s account. I can’t tell you how much this means to us. I know we have this weird connection 
with Marita Kelly coming from Trinity! I can’t even find the words…I was just speechless when I 
opened it. From our team to yours, thank you so very much. We are facing some medical issues 
with Abraham with a knee injury, and, boy this money really took some pressure off of me. So, 
thank you, God bless you and all your members at Christ Our Savior. 
 

Donna Haines 
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As you may know, the LWML Mission Goal for the 2021–2023 biennium is $2,150,000.  
 
We have great news! 
 
We are filled with gratitude and joy as we announce that God has worked through your generos-
ity and stewardship to surpass this goal. 
  
The Mite offerings you have shared now total $2,154,511! 
  
Let’s break this BIG praise report down into small but mighty details: 
  
Each time you choose to give to LWML Mission Grants, you are directly pouring God’s mercy 
and message into the lives of others – some you may know and others you may never meet. 
The people you are helping range in age from little children to the elderly, and their homes are 
located across the globe. Some recipients may be right in your neighborhood, others are men, 
women, and children living abroad. No matter their age, or how near or far, God knows the 
needs of every single person. 
  
And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus 
(Philippians 4:19). 
 
We continue to praise God for His provision and for your generosity in stewarding the gifts you 
have been given. Thank you for coming alongside LWML as together we proclaim Christ, sup-
port missions, equip women, and serve others! 
  
If you would like to take a look at the various ministries the 2021–2023 Mission Grants are sup-
porting, please visit our website: www.lwml.org/mission-grants. 
 
 
 
 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001utS0WXnaFfSxjywaBHESA13lJC_SzQAwo8KUSmADa3lGU45IQPyny3vqE6rXlUjdtDTX-2uR2rrUWH5wTDdYPShvDqytxOTO545Dq35qnJmZ4ph39KntOEnFnWgC9tQc0NTpSTZmIUwTSp1LNtd_WlI6RZVha0GX&c=VCRTzm-Jh1MK-VA6b3bjT2RPLK2MhlqOf5wsmLANfC0zzZP02aYwkw==&ch=HlkI
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Adopt-A-Student 
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Defining Being “Spiritual” 
 J A N U A R Y  1 1 ,  2 0 2 2  B Y  G E N E  V E I T H  
  4 8  C O M M E N T S  
 

We often hear, “I’m not religious, but I’m spiritual.”  We also 
hear about the “spirituality” of various religions.  But what’s 
the difference?  And what do people mean by “spirituality”? 
Psychology Today takes up this question in an article by 
Saul Levine, former psychiatry professor (UC-San Diego), 
entitledAre You Religious or Spiritual? Both or Neither? 
He says that religious “refers to a belief in the existence of a 
Supreme Being, an omniscient and omnipotent God who somehow introduced humans to this plan-
et.”  Being spiritual, though, refers to a psychological or experiential state: 
Spirituality is different from religion. While it can involve the worship of God, it has more to do with sen-
sory states involving mysticism and awe, beyond the physical self, society, or the world. Spirituality is 
said to encompass the ineffable (words can’t describe), the noetic (psychic enlightenment), and the met-
aphysical. 
For many people, he says, this kind of feeling is connected to religion, to their devotion to God.  Other 
people, though, can find this kind of transcendent experience by other means. 
Spiritual enlightenment and feeling “at one with the universe,” can be achieved through contemplation 
and serenity on the one hand and via intense experiences on the other. These can involve evocative 
group activities, challenging physical accomplishments, profound music, romantic experiences, awe-
inspiring art, magical scenic vistas, intense prayer, psychedelic drugs, and other sources which can in-
duce transformative mind-altering states. 
Dr. Levine does not minimize the importance of religion.  He affirms both religion and spirituality, saying 
that human beings have a profound need for meaning and for what he calls the Four B’s:  being, be-
longing, believing, and benevolence. 
I would take issue with Dr. Levine on his definition of “religious.”  Not all religions have a personal, om-
niscient and omnipotent God who created the world.  Buddhism doesn’t hinge on there being a 
God.  Hinduism has lots of gods, which are testimonies to a single non-personal divinity that is inherent 
in all things, with the physical world of division is not a creation at all but an illusion spun by a demon. 
I think the real distinction is that “religions” are communal, something shared with others who have the 
same beliefs, experiences, and “spirituality.”  Whereas being “spiritual,” in Dr. Levine’s sense, is a soli-
tary experience, something an individual might feel in isolation. 
In terms of what he writes about those Four B’s in another article, those four things we need for our well
-being, his understanding of “spirituality” would fall in the category of “being.”  But solitary inward experi-
ences do little for belonging (for that you need a church), for believing (for that you need theology), and 
benevolence (for that you need the love of neighbor).  And those four can only come from an actual reli-
gion. 
Christianity indeed has its “spirituality.”  Indeed, the different strains of Christianity have their spirituali-
ties.  I wrote a book about how and why I became a Lutheran entitled The Spirituality of the Cross.  My 
faith is not just based on my subjective experiences, but I do feel awe, a sense of transcendence, and an 
experience of the ineffable when I contemplate Christ and His Cross.  Also when I worship Him through 
the church’s liturgy and when I receive the Holy Communion of His body and blood.  And when I read 
the Bible and pray.  And when I am attentive in carrying out my vocations.  And going from the despair at 
my failure to keep God’s Law to exulting in the promises of the Gospel is certainly experiential. 
The sense of the sacred is often downplayed in contemporary Christianity.  My sense is that some peo-
ple especially yearn for that, and, not finding it in their churches, search for it elsewhere.  We 
would do well to recover Christian spirituality.  (Towards that end, read John Kleinig’s Grace 
Upon Grace: Spirituality for Today.) If we do, we might attract some of those who are 
“spiritual but not religious” by showing them how those two categories, when pursued in truth, 
actually go together. 
 

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/geneveith/author/geneveith/
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/geneveith/2022/01/defining-being-spiritual/#disqus_thread
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/our-emotional-footprint/202201/are-you-religious-or-spiritual-both-or-neither
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/basics/spirituality
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/our-emotional-footprint/201904/self-evaluation-and-the-four-bs
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/our-emotional-footprint/201904/self-evaluation-and-the-four-bs
https://amzn.to/32Tf11j
https://amzn.to/3zFVL2U
https://amzn.to/3zFVL2U


CHRIST OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 
260 Wade Road West 
Loudon, TN 37774 
Office Phone:  (865) 458-9407 
Pastor Brian M. Truog 
Assoc. Pastor Mark R. Rhoads 

Christ’s love for: 

G
o
o
d
 N

ew
s 

C
o
u
ri

er
 

F
eb

ru
ar

y
 2

0
2
3
 

  
F

e
b

ru
a
ry

 2
2
 

C
o

p
y

ri
g

h
t 

@
2
0
0

8
 b

y
 C

o
m

m
u
n
ic

at
io

n
s 

R
es

o
u
rc

es
, 

  
A

ll
 R

ig
h
ts

 R
es

er
v
ed

 


