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What if I Die? 
 

  Unless Christ returns soon, death is an imminent reality for each one of us.  Yet, we tend to 
avoid or even run away from the question: “What if I die?”  It often takes a    major catastrophe 
or scare to get us to even think about this question.  Many times, we wait until it is too late to 
have a discussion about death with the ones we love. 

  In the book of Philippians, Paul is writing to a group of Christians who were very close to 
him.  They loved him, supported him and were loyal to him, even in the tough times.  He proba-
bly considered them to be like family. 

  Paul wrote this letter when he was in prison and there was a very real possibility that he 
could be   condemned to death for his preaching.  Paul’s friends from Philippi had sent a man 
named Epaphroditus to try to help Paul while he was in prison. (Paul may have been on “house 
arrest” and able to have a   servant.)  While he was helping Paul, Epaphroditus became sick and 
almost died.  The people Paul was writing too were concerned about both Paul and Epaphroditus 
and the possibility that they might die. 

  Reading the book of Philippians may be an encouragement for you to sit down with the peo-
ple you love and have a discussion about the reality that the day will come when one of you will 
die.  Paul makes it clear in this letter that, because of what God has done for us through Jesus 
Christ, he was not afraid to die.  In fact, he looked forward to it.  But he also makes it clear that 
he had not given up on life. He was also looking forward to the time God was giving him here on 
earth – time that could be used to serve God and to be with the people he loved. 

  We don’t need to be afraid of death, and we don’t need to be afraid to talk about death.  It’s 
going to happen.  So why not enjoy the added comfort of knowing that you have shared with the 
people you love how God has given you the freedom to have a positive attitude about both life 
and death because of what Jesus Christ has done for us. 
 

Pastor Truog 

 
 

“For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.”  Philippians 1:21 
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Lamp 
 
In ancient times, the lamp was more than a light 
for darkness. It was also a symbol of learning, 
knowledge, wisdom and enlightenment. Today the 
lamp still represents those attributes, but more  
specifically it represents the Word of God. “Your 
word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my 
path” (Psalm 119:105, NRSV). 
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Getting To Know Your Church Family 
Meet Doug and Jill Grimm 

Doug and Jill Grimm moved into 
the Village in February and wasted no 
time finding our church. They were 
born and raised in Wisconsin, went to 
the same high school and college, and 
have already connected with several of 
our members who are fellow Packers 
fans.  They spent many  of their    
working years in Rockford, Illinois 
where they were active members of Mt 
Olive Lutheran Church. Doug          
volunteered in a men’s recovery     
ministry and Jill served on the church’s 
altar guild. 

Their daughter, Emily, works as a 
political consultant in the Washington, D.C. area and she will soon be moving to Charleston 
to open up a branch office for her company there.  She is also recently engaged to be married, 
so Doug and Jill are looking forward to having this young couple relatively nearby. 

Doug is a retired engineer and an avid woodworker (currently employed making furni-
ture for Jill’s craft room).  He also enjoys golf and is looking forward to the abundant golfing 
opportunities in our area.  Jill was a volunteer doing data entry work for a homeless shelter 
for 16 years.  She enjoys card making and she has connected with our card ministry team.  
They both enjoy reading and visiting historical    venues, especially sites related to the Civil 
War.  They have stayed busy getting settled, setting up their new household, and visiting  
Emily as she prepares for the anticipated changes in her life, so they haven’t yet seen much of 
our area .  They do look forward to exploring nearby sites and attractions in the coming 
months after they are fully settled in, and they welcome suggestions on local venues. 

Doug and Jill normally attend our 8:30 service, so please look for them in church and  
introduce  yourselves. You’ll find them to be friendly, engaging, and interesting.  
 
Butch Durham, Elder 
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The Rest of the Story About the Beginning of 
Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church 

 
   The inspiration for Christ our Savior Lutheran Church and the name originated in the mind 
of Pastor Robert Torgler. I had known Pastor Torgler for nearly 30 years both as my pastor 
in Maryland and as pastor of a church in North Carolina. He was the one who told me about 
Tellico Village and encouraged me and my wife to check it out on our trips through 
Tennessee between our home in Maryland and our winter home in McAllen, TX. In 1992 we 
visited Tellico Village and bought a lot. At that time the Torglers were having Cooper build 
their home. The Torglers moved into their new home in 1993 and, after a while, decided 
that Tellico Village should have a Lutheran Church. There were informal get togethers at 
Chota Rec Center in 1994 among folks who agreed. 
 

    When my wife and I moved into our home in 1995 we were driving with the Torglers to 
Oak Ridge to attend Faith Lutheran with us alternating driving. About this time, Pastor 
Torgler had written to the Mid-South district president requesting consideration for issuing 
us a charter. The response was negative. There was already a Lutheran Church in the 
county and no need for another, BUT it was an ELCA church. In 1996 we were well enough 
organized to rent a storefront in the same shopping center where Little Italy is located. 
Pastor Torgler persisted and, following a visit from district, we were granted a charter in 
1997. Our group was growing, and we organized a church council with five elders. As one 
of the first elders I was tasked with teaching the first youth confirmation class with two 
students. They both completed the course and were confirmed. One was a girl who later 
died and her family left the church; the other is still active and serves various functions in 
the church; Andrew Lee! 
 

   The district decided to give us more aid and sent a Church Planter, Mark Hawkinson, to 
assist in the process of church organization and growth. He felt his calling was to establish 
a radio ministry.  Pastor Hawkins served for about six months until he took a call to the mid-
west. With Pastor Hawkins gone, Pastor Torgler served as pastor without compensation 
until Pastor Kirk arrived in 2001. 
 

   We had become large enough to outgrow the storefront and looked to build a church. A 
group was formed and soon found a site where the church now stands. With the help of 
Grace Lutheran we secured a loan to help us contract to build our church. Around this time 
Linda Allison came to Herb West and I with a photo of an altar, pulpit, and podium. We 
agreed to construct these items. The items were first built in my workshop since Herb was 
still having his home built. I selected white oak for its stability and beauty when radially cut. I 
went to the sawmill and obtained the necessary wood, then took it to Tellico Plains where a 
kiln was located to dry the wood. The items were completed by both of us and later installed 
in the new church. The rest of our church came together rapidly. The Christian Ministry 
Center was built a few years later. 
 

Tom Whitlaw 



August 2022 Volume 22  Issue 9 Page 5 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Tellico Village Lions Club 
PO Box 872 
Loudon, TN 37774 
 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Brian Truog 
Christ our Savior Lutheran Church 
260 Wade Rd W, 
Loudon, TN 37774 
 
Dear Brian, 
 
On behalf of the Tellico Village Lions Club, I want to thank you for donating $500 to our 
22nd Annual Lions Golf-For-Sight Scramble held on May 21st. This was our most  
successful fund raising tournament ever, having generated over $18,000 in revenue. 100% 
of the funds raised will support our programs of screening over 4,500 students in 
Loudon County schools and pre-school children in day care facilities. We also provide 
free eye examinations, along with glucose, and blood pressure screenings to Loudon 
and Monroe County residents. These screenings take place monthly in Lenoir City and 
Madisonville. Those needing glasses, who are unable to afford them, are provided a 
pair at no charge. The cost of these 2 programs exceeds $22,000/yr. All of this is made 
possible by the generous contributions from businesses like yours. Your church will be 
recognized as a Gold Sponsor on a flyer that will be distributed to all 5,100 homes in 
Tellico Village. You will also be recognized as a Gold Sponsor on table placemats utilized 
at our Oktoberfest fundraiser in October and our Chili Soup Dinner next February, which 
are attended by over 1,300 Village homeowners. 
Again, thank you so much for your generosity. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Larry Elder, President 
 

Tellico Village Lions Club 
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Davis Family Update 
Hi Bob and Judy, 

We're a little overdue for an update. 
It's been a very busy two months for us 
all. 

Thanks for praying for the           
conference in Spain. Everything went 
well and it was a great time of           
connection for all. I've since seen two 
other conferences I've planned but didn't 
attend turn out successfully (one in UK 
and one in Nairobi.) 

Rich spent a week in June with other 
surgical  educators in Africa for training.  
I was at an AIM leadership conference that same week focused on becoming a 
more intercultural organization.  Gabi and Lydia stayed back in Kijabe. 
Gabi finished her year of online community college a couple of weeks ago.   
Lydia finished 8th grade yesterday. Yay! 

I've been working on finishing things 
up to leave for the US tonight. I'm heading 
back a week earlier than Rich and the girls 
so I can donate my stem cells which they 
will give to my brother after the kidney 
transplant. The hope is that this will allow 
him to come off all immune suppressing 
medications within 6 months of receiving 
my kidney. The donation surgery is   
scheduled for August 15th. We would        
appreciate your prayers that everything 
goes well. 

We're looking forward to seeing Adam 
and Diana this summer as well as visits 
from both of Rich's sisters and their kids. 
We hope we can squeeze in visits with 
some of you as well. Rich and Lydia will stay until school starts back here at the 
end of August. I'll remain in Los Angeles to recover and then help move        
Gabi into UCSD and fly back September 16. 

We are so thankful for your support and will keep you posted on how things 
go this summer. 

Thank you for your prayers for all of us! 

Blessings, 

Stacy for the family  
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Sunday, September 18th  
12:30 pm  

Tugaloo Pavilion 



CHRIST OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 
260 Wade Road West 
Loudon, TN 37774 
Office Phone:  (865) 458-9407 
Pastor Brian M. Truog 
Assoc. Pastor Mark R. Rhoads 
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