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Waiting 
Recently, in my daily devotions, I came across Ps. 33 and began thinking about waiting.    

Everybody seems to be waiting for this whole Covid-19 thing to be over. We are waiting for an 
answer as to whether blue lives or black lives matter more, or whether we should be color blind 
and see that all lives matter. As we wait, impatiently, we wonder why this is taking so long. 

This is obviously taking longer to resolve than we want.  What should we be doing as we 
“wait,” and what does this all have to do with “waiting on the Lord?”  (Read Ps. 33:12-22) 

Waiting on the Lord means trusting that God is in control and that He has our best interest 
at heart.  Waiting on the Lord means knowing that it is not our power or ingenuity that is         
ultimately going to resolve this issue, it is God.  But, waiting on the Lord does not mean that we 
sit back and do nothing.  We pray, we watch for God’s hand at work, we look to God’s Word to 
see what we should be learning about ourselves and our relationship with God through all of 
this . . . and we serve. 

That’s another meaning of the word “wait.” When you wait on tables, you are serving.  How 
can we serve God and serve others as we “wait?”  What can our attitudes and actions as   
Christians do to bring blessings as we wait?  How does the peace, confidence and grace we  
receive from God enable us to act differently than others during this time of waiting? 

When we, as Christians, act like the rest of the world, complaining, and bickering, and     
taking sides about whether it is more Christian to wear a mask or not wear a mask, etc., the 
devil wins.  When we, as Christians, spend our time of waiting serving God and serving others 
with peace, joy and confidence, we become God’s change agents, bringing His blessing into the 
lives of those around us and pointing them to the God in whom we trust. 

What are you waiting for? Be a blessing to others and let them know, whether they are 
black, white, red, brown, blue or any other color, they can find true blessing in Jesus and what 
He has done for us! 

Pastor Brian Truog 

The Garden of the Soul 
 

There is a Garden of the Soul, 
Where God plants loving seeds 
That faith and grace will nourish 
Into blooms of loving deeds. 
 
Within this Garden of the Soul 
Fruits of the Spirit grow; 
And they produce new seeds of love 
Which you and I can sow. 

 

—Peggy Ferrell, 
Prayers and Poems 
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I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church 
Lutheran Church— Missouri Synod 

260 Wade Road West, Loudon, TN 37774 

Office Phone:  (865) 458-9407   Office Fax:  (865) 458-8531 

E-mail:  Christrs@bellsouth.net 

REV. Brian Truog, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Mark R. Rhoads, Pastor 

 Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. Monday-Friday 

Traditional Service   8:30 A.M. 

Blended Service    11:00 A.M. 

Adult Bible Class/Sunday School 10:00 A.M. 

A Place to Worship, to Learn, to Serve. 
A Stephen Ministry Congregation 

www.coslctn.org 

 

 

A prayer for our church 
Lord Jesus, we pray that you will some-
how give us ears to hear, hearts to love 
and wills devoted to serve; that in the 

days to come this congregation may be 
known not for our glory but for Thine 
alone - a congregation of people who 

know you; that this place may be an oa-
sis, a place where people come to find 

out about You, where lives are straight-
ened out and made whole, where people 
find the peace that passes understanding. 
Give us, we pray, a heart to desire these 
things above all else. We pray through 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 



August 2020 Volume 20  Issue 8 Page 3 

 

Some Random, Rambling Thoughts on COVID-19 
 
Back in late March I fully supported the idea to quarantine much of our nation for a few weeks while the 
experts figured out how this virus spread and how to identify and treat those who get infected.  I thought 
(and still believe) that it’s prudent to protect the most vulnerable among us, to give our medical care    
facilities an opportunity to prepare for a heavy workload, and to provide a time buffer for those working 
to develop treatments and preventive measures.  The “few weeks”, however, have become a few months, 
with the prospect of becoming a year or more.  The unintended (but not unexpected) consequences have 
been rearing their ugly heads now for several months now giving us a glimpse of what could become an 
unappealing “new normal”.  The social unrest (rioting, looting, and destruction) that we are experiencing 
may be a symptom of that new normal that has more to do with the fear and economic upheaval follow-
ing the pandemic  than it does with George Floyd’s death at the hands of the police. 
 
Scripture tells us that there is evil in the world and it’s apparent to me that some of that evil has wormed 
its way into our political institutions (and many other institutions in American life).  The pandemic     
provided a handy excuse for imposing constraints on the public and providing taxpayer-funded benefits 
to political allies that could never pass muster otherwise.  Restricting church gatherings as non-essential 
while giving bars and massage parlors the “essential” status in some states and cities is an example of this 
hypocrisy.  The shutdowns have predictably tanked our economy, permanently closed many small     
businesses, and made millions of formerly-working Americans dependent on unemployment and stimulus 
handouts. I also suspect that continued shut-downs in some areas are motivated more by a desire for    
political change than by health concerns. 
 
So what does this mean (good Lutheran question) for all of us?  First, it’s important to remember that 
God is still in control and that the Church is not the building; it’s us.  We Christians, in our country, have 
become complacent in our faith.  We are not used to dealing with the hardships and persecutions that 
many strong Christians around the world face daily. If we allow ourselves to let adversity weaken our 
faith or our resolve to live out our faith, we are playing right into the hands of the evil that’s behind this 
pandemic (human and otherwise).   
 
Here are some thoughts from Lisa Price, author of  the Christian weblog “A Wise Life”.  
It takes deep faith and tremendous spiritual discipline to keep on keeping-on in the face of suffering (1st 
Peter 5:10, Revelation 2:8-11, Revelations 3:7-13). Scripture clearly predicts there will be a falling away 
from the Christian faith in the years prior to the return of Jesus (2nd Thessalonians 2:3, 1st Timothy 4:1). 
Objectively speaking, the church worldwide is ripe for that prediction to come to pass. (Matthew 24:3-
13)..  I don’t know if this is where we are at or not. I am NOT declaring myself to be a prophet.        
Nonetheless, I do believe our current situation is a wakeup call for Christians. We must ditch our       
overconfidence and prepare for what could be a less than ideal future. 
 
As Christians, we need each other in our efforts to overcome the temptations of Satan, the world around 
us, and our fallen, sinful nature.  We need to worship together, to hold each other accountable, to         
encourage each other, to stay in contact with each other, and to help each other in practical, tangible ways 
when necessary.  At Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church, we have taken all of the reasonable measures 
we can think of  to provide a safe worship environment.  Even so, there is no guarantee that, if someone 
in the congregation is infected, it wouldn’t spread to others.  Wearing a mask properly reduces greatly the 
risks as long as everyone in the room is masked.  I don’t like wearing a mask and I understand that we 
have some members who can’t wear one, but I see the mask as a necessary evil that we tolerate out of 
concern for the others in the room. We plan to continue providing worship opportunities for anyone with 

Rambling (Continued on page 4) 
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“comorbidity” factors that make them especially vulnerable and for those who, for other reasons, may not 
be comfortable going to church at the church under these conditions. If you feel sick, by all means       
worship at home, joining us online, but also stay in contact with your church family and let us know if we 
can help in any way. If those concerns don’t apply, join us at the church on Sunday.  It may look and feel 
a bit weird, but worship is still worshipful and God is still there (and everywhere) and we can be sure that 
He enjoys our efforts at worshipping Him. 
 

So again, what does this mean to us?  I can’t trust our political leaders, the press, or the medical experts to 
do the right thing for the right reason and to tell us the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth.  I 
can, however, trust God to do all of those things.  He has a reason for allowing all of the social, political, 
and economic fallout from this pandemic.  He gave the Old Testament Jews plenty of warnings, calamities 
and second chances when they went through multiple cycles of “prosper-rebel-suffer-repent- recover-
prosper...”.  Maybe we’re seeing some of that with all that’s happening now.  Perhaps He’s warning us 
against being complacent in our faith and taking for granted all of the abundant blessings that we have  
become accustomed to.  In any case, I think it would be a good idea to pray not only for effective       
treatments and vaccines for the coronavirus, but for a great spiritual awakening in our country/world and 
that He will show each of us the role He wants us to play in that process.  We can trust God to answer that 
kind of prayer. 

 

Butch Durham 

Rambling  (Continued from page 3) 

KISIMA ACADEMY 
Kisima Academy, a mission of COS, is a Christian orphanage and school in rural western Kenya. More 
information is at www.friendsofkisima.org or on Facebook at Friends of Kisima Academy. Gerda Fink 
    The lockdown is over in Kenya and COVID-19 is spreading fast.  However, they are still isolating at 
Kisima Academy and the 100 orphans there are still safe and healthy.  The kids have been expanding 
their gardens and growing more kinds of vegetables—kale, cabbage, tomatoes, yams, sweet potatoes, and 
beans.  They will have the satisfaction of seeing the vegetables grow and of seeing their hard work      
provide more varied and nutritional meals for everyone at the school. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Like many nonprofit organizations we are uncertain of our funding this year.  We normally receive  
significant donations from charitable organizations, for instance from one of our board member’s Rotary 
Club in Virginia.  Here in Tellico Village, Women’s Club normally sponsors a high school girl.  These 
donations have come from fundraisers which will not take place this year.  We are praying that our       
individual sponsors will continue or even increase their level of support. 

http://www.friendsofkisima.org
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Musical Notes 
 
Greetings! Last month we considered a hymn written in the 15th century. Now I would 
like us to look at one written in 1972 by an American!  - Fred Pratt Green.  It was a re-
quest for a song for music festivals, specifically, but has found its way into our Luther-
an hymnals also.  And so the creative hymn writing continues through the centuries to 
bless our church families with new and meaningful songs to sing. 
 

Originally, the words were set to the tune, Fredericktown, but in our hymnal it is the 
tune    Engelberg. I have sung it with both of these tunes and feel each one expresses 
the words in a way that gives the singer a true feeling of joy in praising our God. 
 

As you read through the words, I think you will find how many ways our Lutheran tra-
dition of music has expressed our faith and praise through music. 
 

When in our music God is glorified and adoration leaves no room for pride, it is as 
though the whole creation cried: Alleluia! 
 

When In Our Music God Is Glorified 
LSB #796 

 
How often, making music, we have found a new dimension in the world of sound, as 
worship moved us to a more profound: Alleluia! 
 
So has the church, in liturgy and song, in faith and love, through centuries of wrong, 
borne witness to the truth in ev’ry tongue: Alleluia! 
  
And did not Jesus sing a psalm that night when utmost evil strove against the light? 
Then let us sing, for whom He won the fight: Alleluia! 
 
Let ev’ry instrument be tuned for praise! Let all rejoice who have a voice to raise! And 
May God give us faith to sing always: Alleluia! 
 
Love in Christ, 
Judith Bailey 
Minister of Music 
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The Davis Family Update July 2020 
 

Dear Bob and Judy, 
We hope this finds you doing well. Things have been fairly quiet in our little corner of the world. Rich has 
continued to work and the rest of us are doing our art in social distancing. Adam and Lydia joined Gabi 
and me working from home until school finished at the end of May. Rich’s work slowed down a lot due to 
Covid but has recently  picked back up. 
We've had a lot of time together as a family which has been nice, especially knowing that Adam will start 
college soon. We've been finding things to do: Gabi has done some babysitting for a neighbor and con-
tinues with the tutoring center, preparing for the fall; Lydia and I help with a weekly drive by food pantry 
at church; I'm leading a weekly zoom group  with a group of ladies from church; Adam has spent count-
less days out on the bike trails, either riding or trail building with a group of mountain bikers; Lydia has 
been able to get back to dance classes and spends a lot of time reading. So, while we miss "normal" life, 
we're finding things to do. 
We originally planned to spend a month in Kijabe this summer. That plan changed when Covid hit and 
the Kenyan government closed down the country to international flights. Some of you have asked how 
things are going in Kenya. Nairobi has been shut down up until last week, to anyone going in or out of 
the city. Cases have been limited and Kijabe has only seen a few Covid cases so far. The hospital has 
had a real shortage of patients which is causing huge financial strain. If you’d like to help through this 
difficult time, you can give to the hospital through Friends of Kijabe at: https://friendsofkijabe.org 
Stacy’s work with AIM 
We held our Diaspora Region conference online and had more than 40 people attended from 8 different 
countries! It turned out to be a great way to get our group together for teaching and small group discus-
sions. And we hope to continue using Zoom for training within our region. 
All of our Diaspora team members have been able to remain in their ministry locations through this time. 
Our summer Dream Teams in Europe were canceled. Ministry has looked different, but it continues. 
Technology means that people are able to connect through Zoom, What’s app and text and phone calls. 
We have members teaching ESL, leading Discovery Bible Studies and doing food outreaches during this 
time. Many people are asking deeper questions as they are living with fear and uncertainty. Despite 
shutdowns, this month we have people on the move: Three people moving to join the Portland team, a 
family moving to Louisville, another to Washington DC and a couple to Orlando. In each location these 
folks will focus on reaching out the African Diaspora. 
Prayer Points 

For our AIM Diaspora members starting out in new locations.  
Adam and the rest of us as he starts college in August. 
We're looking forward to a week together as a family at a cabin in Big Bear next week. 
Rich has been fighting pneumonia. He's now 3 weeks out and feeling so much better. But being sick 

sure make one thankful for good health. 
Thanks so much for praying with and for us! 
Blessings,  
Stacy, Rich, Adam, Gabi and Lydia 

     Our graduate 

Adam graduated from high school in May and is now looking towards 

Colorado. Colorado Christian University is planning to open for in-

person classes in the fall. Move in day is scheduled for August 19th. 

Their student housing is in apartments and they plan for each apart-

ment to function as a family unit 

Adam will have another appointment with the Cardiologist before he 
leaves, but he's feeling great! 

https://aimint.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8211ec14c7b3aede819540b84&id=236bb06f17&e=571cfeabb0
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Jewel’s Corner 
 

For heavens sake . . . “Be kind to one another, tender-
hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has 
forgiven you.”  . . . especially now.  This sign just made me 

smile, I had to share it!  ❤ 

️ Jewel Philippians 2:3 

August Anniversaries 
 
8/ 2    Ken and Yvonne Harvey      51 yrs.  
8/ 4    Don and Sharon Sundquist 58 yrs. 
8/ 4    Ron and Joan Kolpa   47 yrs. 
8/8     Mark and Michele Rhoads 23 yrs. 
8/9     Marsh and Linda Gruening  28 yrs. 
8/11   Dennis and Carol Tiernan 47 yrs. 
8/13   Steve and Judy Schoenherr  54 yrs. 
8/11   Wally and Mary Ellen Reeder  33 yrs. 
8/15   Larry and Sheila Shutler  56 yrs. 
8/18   Bryan and Kathy Taube  19 yrs. 
8/19   Dick and Cathy Stark   59 yrs. 
8/20   Norm and Linda Brehob 15 yrs. 
8/21   Dave and Ev Dinkgrave  49 yrs. 
8/22   Don and Kathy Schult   50 yrs. 
8 /24  Greg and Carroll Banks 52 yrs. 
8/28   Bill and LJ Blinn  49 yrs. 

August Birthdays 
 
8/2    Sandy Stricklett   
8/4    Elaine Deal    
8/5    Butch Durham    
8/5    Peg Purdue     
8/12  Dorothy Foote    
8/13  Allan Tarbell     
8/14  Bob Pfaff    
8/16  Susan Roeder     
8/18  Judy Greene     
8/18  Darlene Greene   
8/19  Jim Purdue     
8/21  Dee Dee Wasmund    
8/21  Jim Magnuson    
8/24  Mary Ellen Reeder   
8/25  Sally Svec     
8/25  Toni Hinsch    
8/27  Jeanette Hanson    
8/28  Karen Forsyth     
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