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“I Love You!”
Have you noticed how some grandparents are a little bit obsessive about their
grandchildren? You know the type – all they ever seem to want to talk about is their
grandchildren. (I’ve got some pictures I would be happy to show you, and, if you want an
example of what it means to be “exceptional,” just let me tell you a bit about them!!)
I remember the first time my first grandchild told me, “I love you!” Even though my
granddaughter is highly intelligent, (as, of course, they ALL are … remember: “exceptional!”)
there’s a pretty good chance she had no idea what those words meant. She was just copying
what her Mom told her to say, but it sure meant a lot to me. (I melted like butter on a hot stove!)
I still melt when my grandchildren tell me they love me.
Have you noticed that your heavenly Father is a little bit obsessive about you? He thinks
you are “exceptional” as a new creation in Christ Jesus. He is focused on you 24 hours a day,
and He loves to hear you say, “I love you.” There are times we won’t fully comprehend what
that means but our heavenly Father loves to hear us say it in our prayers, in our worship, and
with our lives.
How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God?
And that is what we are! 1 John 3:1
Show love to the Lord your God by walking in His ways and holding tightly to Him.
Deuteronomy 11:22b
Pastor Brian Truog (a.k.a. obsessive grandparent and beloved child of God)

COME AND SEE
By Walter Roessler

On January 12, 2003 we dedicated the banner which reminds us to invite folks to ‘Come and
See’. The inspiration for the banner comes from John 1:35-46. In this passage Jesus is
walking by a spot where John the Baptist is preaching and Baptizing and he says “behold the
Lamb of God.”
READ John 1:35 – 46. Note the actions of Andrew & Phillip. This is true for you and me also;
talk about what Jesus means to you, and how He has blessed you, and which of God’s words
are a source of strength, forgiveness, hope and joy to you.
Maybe you have a Bible passage that is a favorite or has great meaning for you. If you don’t
have a favorite Bible passage, we encourage you to pick one or two or three and keep them
with you always.
Won’t you continue to invite someone to “Come and See” and share in our worship
experiences?
(This is reprised from the January 2012 newsletter. It still applies.)
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Hidden books
How many books of the Bible can you find in the paragraph below? There are 15 books from the
Old and New Testaments.
I once made some remarks about hidden books of the Bible. It was a lulu - kept some people looking so hard for facts and studying for the revelation that they were in a jam. Especially since the books
were not capitalized. But truth finally struck numbers of readers. To others, it was a real job. We want it
to be a most fascinating few moments for you. Yes, there will be some really easy to spot. Others require
judges to determine. We must admit it usually takes a minute to find one, and there will be loud lamentations when you see how simple it is. One woman says she brews tea while she puzzles her brain. Well,
get to work if you want to complete it. Good luck!
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Our COSLC Website
A Powerful Evangelism Tool and How You Can Help
Have you visited our Church Website yet? If not go right now to your laptop, desktop computer or
tablet and type in COSLCTN.ORG in your browser search box and click “enter”. Now highlight and click
on our website. Voila! There it is! Take a look around it for a few minutes. Examine the page you are on
and scroll down—then look at the headers on top of the page and click to another page. Look at it. Continue with this and then come back to this article.
Did you know that all of this information about your church was on this website? Did you know more
and more people are visiting this site? This includes our congregation members, people who live in the
area that are looking for a church, and fellow Lutherans who live elsewhere in our country. Also, now
you know that if you are unable to attend church for any reason you still have access to what’s happening and listen to the weekly sermons.
What’s more, our Website is a perfect item to place in your “Witnessing” toolbox. Let me explain.
About the Website – Our website comes from a website design company called Cloversites. They
focus on creating websites for Churches. They offer a wide variety of “Templates” to choose from that
allows our website to convey the character, style and vision of our ministry. Our website consists of a
number of pages organized in headings that create a website mapping. Pages can be designed choosing
different layout styles such as lists, galleries, events, forms, text or photo, and media. We can use our
own writing, photos, videos, soundtracks that can be inserted into various pages. The website is very
user friendly and uses easy drag and drop and cut and paste functions to quickly work on, create and
modify pages.
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Cloversites have an office in Lenoir City. Support is very good and there are many tutorials on their
website and on YouTube that can help the website manager look good (that would be me).
What’s in our Website? – Our website has been designed to serve two audiences; our Congregation
and those who are interested in learning more about who we are and what we do as a Church.
As you work through the website you will find
 The first page provides basic information on service times, upcoming events, key links to organizations we support
 A section explaining who we are, our constitution and bylaws, our beliefs, financial information
and how to contribute
 A section explaining all of the various ministries we have and what services they are providing
 A section describing the Missions we support
 An events section that includes descriptions of and sign up information for upcoming events,
our current and some past newsletters, our current month calendar
 A Media section with the past three Sunday’s sermons and an archive of three years of sermons in audio or video format
 Our contact information, some history and our current brochure
The website is updated weekly to keep it fresh and current. I use information from our internal weekly
announcements, our newsletters and from any ministry updates our ministry leaders provide me with.
New and updated information is what keeps folks coming back to the website!
How can you help make the Website an effective tool for Witnessing? – We will soon be focusing on
witnessing and will be having training classes that will introduce us to the LASSIE approach. Lassie stands
for LISTENING, ASKING, SEEKING, SHARING, INVITING and ENCOURAGING. The website can assist you
with the SHARING and INVITING phases of this approach.
Specifically, you can
 Help to keep the website up to date by offering updates on your ministries to the website administrator (that would be me). Notes, pictures, an article are welcome! Just place them in my
mailbox!
 Offer to assist me with website management. It’s easy to learn, fun and rewarding! I have been
encouraged to hear that many of our newcomers found us by looking at our website! It works!
Then encourage folks you meet to visit our website to see who we are, what we do and why we do it!
Let them experience for themselves how we glorify God and our Savior, Jesus Christ! Consider giving
them an invitation to visit with us by handing them one of our invitation cards! Grab some and place
them in your wallet or purse. You never know when that witnessing moment will occur! Be ready!

Carl Noble
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Adopt-A-Student
A letter from one of our adopted students
Eunice (and John!)
First, I apologize for the delayed response. My email habits have been hit or miss with summer camps and what-not.
We did, indeed, receive your care package. Even though the babies are now home and doing very well, we continue to use
the blankets and think of you all when we do so. We were also touched by your check sent right when we/the hospital
needed it. We have been amazed at God's provision through this whole affair. Thank you! (Please feel free to share this message with the congregation as you see fit.)
We will return to the Seminary on August 7th, so I have just a couple more weeks here. Needless to say, between the
twins and moving boxes and Joy's regular antics, things are pretty crazy around here. But in a blessed way!
Yours,
Nathan McCarty

A lesson for Dr. Fosdick

Providence at work

Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick was
a preacher,
scholar and
teacher who
served Riverside
Church in New
York City in the
first half of the
20th century.
While walking
one day, he stopped to talk with a young
woman and her 4-year-old daughter. As
the conversation drew to a close, the
preacher told the little girl to tell her
father that she had spoken to Dr. Harry
Emerson Fosdick.
The child responded by saying,
“Tell your mother that you talked to
Susie Smith.”

In 1722, St. Thomas Lutheran Church in Leipzig, Germany, was searching for an organist/choir director. Composer Georg Philipp Telemann was offered the job. He accepted but soon decided he would remain in Hamburg. Another composer, Christoph Graupner, was then offered the
job, but his powerful employer would not release him to
take the position.
Finally, a man named Johann Sebastian Bach was chosen for the job.
Bach was extremely productive, often writing an anthem a week. He played the organ, directed the choir and
taught music to students. He wrote monumental works
such as St. Matthew’s Passion, which is still sung by choirs
today.
Bach composed more than 300 cantatas, dozens of chorales, preludes, organ compositions and other musical
works. More than 250 years after his death, Bach’s music
still brings inspiration to many.
Bach died at 65, while still composing and serving the
church. Bach’s legendary service at St. Thomas Church
reflects God’s providential care at work in him and through
him.

(Answer to Hidden Books from page 2)
I once made some reMARKs about hidden books of the Bible. It was a luLU - KEpt some people looKING So hard
for fACTS and studying for the REVELATION that they were in a JAM. ESpecially since the books were not capitalized. But tRUTH finally struck NUMBERS of readers. To others, it was a real JOB. We want it to be A MOSt fascinating few moments for you. YES, THERe will be some really easy to spot. Others require JUDGES to determine. We
must admiT IT USually takes a minute to find one, and there will be loud LAMENTATIONS when you see how simple it is. One woman says sHE BREWS tea while she puzzles her brain. Well, get to work if you want to complete it.
Good luck!
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