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APRIL FOOLS 
 I checked out the internet for possible April Fools jokes to play on Easter Sunday.  Here are 
some that looked like fun: 

Place vegetables inside the plastic eggs instead of candy. 
Send kids outside for an Easter egg hunt, but don’t tell them you didn’t actually hide any 

eggs. 
Decorate some unboiled eggs to go alongside the hardboiled ones. 
Give your wife an Easter basket filled with cleaning supplies. 

 
  “Joke” is not the proper term to use for the resurrection of Jesus, but I have often envisioned 
Christ’s descent into hell (1 Peter 3:19) with Jesus proclaiming to the demons in hell who 
thought they had thwarted God’s Son from accomplishing His mission by leading people to cru-
cify Him: “The joke’s on you.  I’m alive! Death could not hold Me, and I have freed My people 
from your power and control.” 
   Jesus may not have spoken these words, but the writer of Hebrews proclaims this truth about 
our Risen Savior, Jesus Christ: “Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he 
himself (Jesus) likewise partook of the same things, that through death he 
might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil,

 
and deliver all those 

who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery.” Hebrews 2:14,15 
  It’s no joke.  Jesus has set us free from slavery to the fear of death, the power of the devil, and 
our own sinful nature. Every day of our lives, and at the moment of our death, we can celebrate 
Easter as a new creation in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17). “Thanks be to God, who gives us the vic-

tory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 1 Corinthians 15:57 

 

Pastor Brian Truog 

LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES UPDATE 

Project JOEL and now Project TIMOTHY 

Since 1996 Project JOEL has provided Panama youth with biblically-based guidance in 
making healthy lifestyle choices.   The program is now being instituted in Mexico.  Although 
Panama does not permit churches to interact directly with teachers and students in public 
schools.  However children can invite classmates to Sunday school, youth group, and other 
activities at their churches.  NOW Project Timothy generates excitement among kids who 
reach out and invite their friends to Bible-based events which are coordinated by the local 
congregations!  Children connecting their friends with a local church!  Consider supporting 
LHM ministry work in Panama and Latin America. 
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KISIMA ACADEMY 
Kisima Academy, a mission of COS, is a Christian orphanage and school in rural western 
Kenya. 

The rainy season has started bringing relief from the hot, dry, dusty conditions of a Kenyan summer.  

Crops, which grow in the cooler season, have been planted and fodder for the cows will be available 

again.  The Equator goes right through Kenya but it’s not as hot as you would think because Kisima is at 

7000 ft. above sea level.   

The government has been rolling out new requirements for continuing teacher education and for   

extracurricular activities including drama, music, and athletics.  A district-wide arts festival was held   

recently and Kisima came in first overall.  The children were excited to take four firsts, in cultural dance, 

in a play performance, as best male actor, and as best female soloist in cultural dance, and another four 

second and third places. 

                 

In sad news, the cook died very suddenly last week.  He was the sole support of his two wives and six 

children.  Please pray for his family. 

If you are interested in being a blessing to the children at Kisima (and being blessed in return!) by 

making a visit there this fall, please contact me.  A typical trip includes a day in Nairobi to visit the ele-

phant orphanage and the giraffe refuge, five days of activities at Kisima, a day at Kakamega Forest (the 

last remaining tropical rainforest in Kenya and an area rich with birds and butterflies), and two days of 

safari in Maasai Mara.  Please prayerfully consider going. 

Gerda Fink 
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Book of Concord  Part 2 

Background of the men who pulled it all together 

Jacob Andreae (1528 - 1590) was born on March 25, 1528 in Waiblingen, Wurtenberg.        
Unfortunately, his father was too poor to finance his son's education, but through a scholarship 
he studied at Stuttgart and later at Tuebingen.  After the loss in the battle of Muelberg in 1547, 
Catholic leaders imposed strict restrictions on Lutheran preaching and teaching, but throughout 
the 1550’s and 1560’s he worked to achieve unity among the various Lutheran factions.  
Through many conferences and debates at multiple venues he finally framed what we now 
know as the epilogue to the Formula of Concord and working with Martin Chemnitz who was the 
major contributor to the remainder of the Formula, they produced the Book of Concord.   

Martin Chemnitz (1522–1586) was an eminent second-generation Lutheran theologian and re-
former and has become known as the Second Martin.  He 
was born in Treuenbrietzen in Brandenburg and the last of 
three children.  His father was a successful merchant who 
died when Martin was eleven: thereafter, the family suffered 
from financial difficulties.  When he was old enough, Martin 
was schooled in Magdeburg.   Upon completion of the course 
work he became a weaver's apprentice.  He helped his   fam-
ily with its clothing business for the next few years.  When he 
was 20, he resumed his education at the University of Frank-
furt (Oder).  He remained in school until his finances were 
exhausted; then he took a teaching job in the town of 
Wriezen, supplementing his income by collecting the local 
sales tax on fish.  After his time at Frankfurt (Oder) he      
continued his education on his own and in 1545 became an 
instructor at the University of Wittenberg where he became a 
protégé of Philipp Melanchthon.  He met and heard Luther, 
and in later life wrote that he wished he had listened closer to 
Luther, while he was there.  

Returning to to Wittenberg in 1553, entered the ministry as 
the pastor of the church of St. Aegidi, and began to lecture 
on the writings of Melanchthon.  (In later years he would 

challenge the fluctuating changes Melanchthon would attempt, and forcefully rejected these   
revisions and aided the Lutherans to return to the Unaltered stance of the 1530 Augsburg       
Confession; particularly the stance of Luther with regard to the sacrament of the Altar, a major 
distinction with the older Melanchthon, Zwingli, Calvin and other Protestant Reformers.)  The 
following year he was made an assistant to the superintendent of churches of Braunschweig 
(Brunswick), and in 1567 he assumed the title of superintendent for the remainder of his life.   

Note: Braunschwieg is located north of the Harz Mountains at the farthest navigable  point of 
the Oker River, which connects to the North Sea.  It was a powerful and influential center of 
commerce in medieval Germany.  Today the city is internationally renowned for scientific        
research.   

Concord (Continued on page 5) 
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Martin Chemnitz and Joachim Morlin were joined by Jacob Andreas in 1568 and Nicholas     
Selnecker in 1570 and with the continual full support of Duke Julius of Braunschweig, were able 
thru multiple meetings and dialogues with a wide range of civil and ecclesiastical leaders in the 
late 1570's, able to agree on those Luther based documents and along with the Formula of 
Concord established the Book of Concord (see Book of Concord, Formula of Concord, Introduc-
tion by Tappert).  The signees included three electors of the Holy Roman Empire, 20 dukes and 
princes, 24 counts, four barons, 35 free Imperial cities, and 8000 pastors, approximately two-
thirds of German Lutheranism. 

Note: J.A.O.Preus has detailed the life and translated his major works in “The Second          
Martin – The Life and Theology of Martin Chemnitz”. He brings together the disarray after the 
death of the early leaders of the Reformation, proceeds to detail how Chemnitz and his fellow 
theologians prepared and defended the collection of works, which we today call the Book of 
Concord.  Also available as an e-book are six sermons of Jacob Andreas which form the basis 
for the Epitome (first part) of the Formula of Concord. 

The Book of Concord is a combining of various confessions in which our Lutheran fathers      
reaffirmed the truths of the Bible, and utilized the self interpreting passages from scripture to  
reaffirm its own truths.  Their understanding was that Holy Scripture is the divinely authored and 
infallible Word of God, by which He speaks the condemnation of the Law and the forgiveness  
of the Gospel in order to make men wise unto salvation thru faith in Christ Jesus.  It is not an 
extension of the scriptures, but to be placed alongside and under them.  They also included the 
Creeds and Luther’s Catechisms. 

Chemnitz and the other early Lutheran writers strongly maintained that they were not espousing 
something new, but revealing the truth of the Gospel which had been overlooked by the church 
for centuries.  He laboriously cited sometimes hundreds of testimonies from the past, to      
demonstrate the message of the Gospel, and the infallibility of the Scripture: that Scripture     
interprets scripture, and that clear passages help to interpret the meaning of the less clear.  

The next 100 years saw the acceptance of the Book of Concord in some Scandinavian coun-
tries and thereafter spread to South America and the Far East.  American and Canadian settlers 
also brought the writings with them and most Lutheran entities accept it as the norm of their 
teachings. 

The remainder of the 1500’s and most of the 1600’s saw other reform movements, including a 
Catholic Counter Reformation, and particularly the spread of Calvinistic (reformed) views in the 
official church of England.  

Concord (Continued from page 4) 
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THE MCCARTY’S NEWSLETTER  
It’s a BOY and a Girl 

In just two months, our family will finally welcome Hilton Christopher and Amelia Rose! Joy is 
excited to have a little sister and I’d be lying if I said I wasn’t thrilled to have a little boy.  (Erica is 
glad she could accommodate both of our “requests”...) We, well mostly Erica, have been working 

hard to prepare our home for their upcoming arrival. It’s been six years since we had a baby in our 
home and I’ve easily forgotten about all it takes to care for a baby... let alone two babies. (In fact, I 
think I’ve repressed those memories of Infant Joy crying in the middle of the night!) Right now, we 
are in a season of preparation for our homes, our hearts, and our lives.., because once these babies 
finally do arrive, nothing will be the same. 

It’s a lot like Lent. In Lent, we prepare our hearts and our lives for Christ’s death and resurrec-
tion. We fast, we focus, and we follow our Savior’s path of suffering to the cross However the truth 
is that too often like my repressed  memories of an infants night-interrupting cry, we forget. We 
forget year to year what Lent means in our lives as Christians. We are easily drawn to the joy and 
anticipation of Advent. We revel in the celebration of the birth of our Lord at Christmas. 

Sometimes we even attempt to fast-forward past Lent to the triumph of Easter morning. The 
fact is, though, that there would be no Easter without Lent and Holy Week. Christ had to suffer and 
to die and then be raised on the third day. 

Romans 8:35-36 says this:  

“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? As it is written,  

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 

we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

If we follow Christ and are never to be separated from Him that means we must follow Him to 
the cross. We must follow His journey of pain and humiliation in order to even begin to realize the 
cost of our sins. Christ was stricken, smitten, afflicted and forsaken for you and me. So we prepare 
for this passion of our Lord in Lent and Holy Week so that we may rejoice all the greater at His tri-
umph in Easter. 

We still have a lot left to do here to prepare our the arrival of the twins. There are diapers to 
buy, tiny clothes to organize and room to be made for our newest family members. We also still 
have a lot left to do in Lent. There is still time to add a Bible study, attend mid-week Lenten ser-
vices, and refocus our lives on Jesus and His journey to the cross. 

May God grant us all strength and a little bit more time for Him this Lenten season. 

Vicar Nate 
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 This is a letter received by the Traums from the Davis family in Kenya. 
Dear Bob and Judy, 
 It's been almost 3 months since our last update 
and it's been a very busy 3 months for us 
all.  Here are the highlights: 
             Meetings - Rich has been working with 
the hospital administration as they have rolled 
out some new and much needed changes at Ki-
jabe Hospital. Starting with a retreat with the 
Board in January, the hospital leadership came 
up with 4 new values: accountability, compas-
sion, employee engagement and sustainability. 
Building on these, we have been writing a new 
strategic plan and revising the organization of 
the hospital in order to deliver on these values. 
It’s a lot of work, but it’s very much needed and 
exciting to see at last. Please pray for Rich and the rest of the leadership team as they put these 
things into place. 
             Midterm weekend - We were blessed to be taken to the Masai Mara for a safari by a visiting 
doctor and his wife.  They've been coming almost every year for the last 10 years and have become 
good friends of ours.  We had an amazing time and really enjoyed seeing so many animals.  Plus it was 
our first time spotting leopards. 
             Kairos Course - Stacy coordinated and helped facilitate a week long intensive Kairos course at 
the hospital with 24 attending (22 are trainees in Anesthesia, Critical care and Surgery.) We hope to 
have another course in May or June. Pray for this to have lasting impact and for a few more people 
to join us in facilitating these courses. 
             Bike Race - Adam organized and ran a 2 day Enduro bike race (timed downhill stage race) with 
a friend.  They hoped for 5 or maybe 10 but had 22 guys come out to ride.  It was a lot of work and a 
great learning experience for him.  He was interviewed on a mountain biking podcast that aired re-
cently.   
             Reunion - Stacy took a week long trip back to California for 20-30 year InterVarsity reunion with 
college friends at UCSD.  It was so fun to see friends from long ago and take some time to be thankful 
for all ways InterVarsity impacted us. She is so grateful for that strong foundation she received and the 
ways God used those friends in her life.  
 And all the while in between, Rich is in one meeting or another... 
             Upcoming... CMDA Conference in Greece - Rich will be leaving this weekend for the annual 
Christian Medical and Dental Association's medical education conference.  Stacy and the kids will follow 
at the end of the week when school is out.  This is a time for missionaries to stay updated on medicine, 
get credits for licensure and connect with others doing similar work.  This is our first time going to the 
conference in Greece. A fun addition is that we'll see Rich's cousin, Erin, who will be helping with the 
kids program.  We will have a week of vacation after the conference and have rented a house on Crete 
with some friends.  Rich could use a break from work, pray this is restful an recharging. 
                       Home Assignment - we are planning to take a short 6 week break this summer.  Our last 
home assignment will have been 2 years ago.  It gets harder to take the kids out of school now that we 
have high school students so we'll only be gone for their school break.  We will try to connect with as 
many of you in CA that we can, but unfortunately we are not planning a trip to Omaha this time around 
because of the short time.  
 Thank you all for praying for us.  And for your faithful support.  You are such an encouragement to us. 
 Blessings, 
Rich and Stacy  
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