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DELIVERANCE IN A DROUGHT 
“. . .like a tree planted by the water. . .”  

Jeremiah 17:8 

Here in East Tennessee, heat and drought are 

nothing new during the month of August. Our 

lawns dry up, our pool levels quickly drop, and 

we get thirsty quicker, too! According to the TVA 

website, “the average annual runoff in the region 

— the amount of water that ends up in the river 

system after it rains — is about 23 inches, or 44 

percent of the average rainfall. The monthly      

average runoff varies from almost four inches in 

March to less than one inch in August.”   

Living in such conditions can bring a spiritual 

drought as well. Despite having received the    

water of life in baptism, we can still dry up     

spiritually. For many, these warm summer months 

bring a break from spiritual disciplines. They   

focus on refreshing the body but not the soul. 

They stop going to church. They neglect Bible 

reading and weekly Bible studies. They don’t 

talk to God in prayer. As a result, they become 

as dry as the nation of Israel in the time of 

Jeremiah. God had watched His people turn their 

back to Him and worship false gods. They fol-

lowed their sinful inclinations instead of the 

Word. As a result of their sin, Jeremiah warned, 

“Thus says the LORD: ‘Cursed is the man who 

trusts in man and makes flesh his strength, 

whose heart turns away from the LORD. He is 

like a shrub in the desert, and shall not see any 

good come. He shall dwell in the parched places 

of the wilderness, in an uninhabited salt 

land’” (Jeremiah 17:5-6) 

Thankfully, God’s love is always greater 

than His wrath. He desires nothing more than a 

vibrant, permanent relationship with His people.  

Immediately after this curse, the LORD spoke 

words of life. "Blessed is the man who trusts in 

the LORD, whose trust is the LORD. He is like 

a tree planted by water, that sends out its roots 

by the stream, and does not fear when heat 

comes, for its leaves remain green, and is not 

anxious in the year of drought, for it does not 

cease to bear fruit." (Jeremiah 17:7-8)These 

words of blessing and hope are just as true for 

you, the people of God, today. Does your spirit 

feel dried up and withered? You can find       

deliverance in times of drought by turning to the 

LORD. Hear the promise of Jesus, “. . .whoever 

drinks the water I give him will never thirst.  

Indeed, the water I give him will become in him 

a spring of water welling up to eternal 

life.”  (John 4: 14). The death and resurrection 

of Jesus assure us of everlasting life and bless-

ings. We have been delivered! The joy and            

confidence we receive from God continues to 

inspire us to reach out to God and others. As we 

receive the water of life through worship, Bible 

study, and prayer we will experience              

deliverance—even in times of drought! 

Pastor Mark Rhoeds 
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Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church 
Lutheran Church— Missouri Synod 

260 Wade Road West, Loudon, TN 37774 

Office Phone:  (865) 458-9407   Office Fax:  (865) 458-8531 

E-mail:  Christrs@bellsouth.net 

REV. Brian Truog, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Mark R. Rhoads, Pastor 

 Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. Monday-Friday 

Traditional Service   8:30 A.M. 

Blended Service    11:00 A.M. 

Adult Bible Class/Sunday School 10:00 A.M. 

A Place to Worship, to Learn, to Serve. 
A Stephen Ministry Congregation 

www.coslctn.org 

 
 Heard Sunday Mornings 
 @7am on WJBX 97.5FM 

Help feed hungry children 

in our area!  
Michele Rhoads will be accepting do-

nations to the Second Harvest Back-

pack program on Sunday mornings -

August 6th and 13th.  Through Sec-

ond Harvest, elementary school chil-

dren take backpacks full of food home 

every Friday. Without this program, 

many children in our community 

would go hungry on the weekends. 

With this program, one dollar       

provides three healthy meals. In     

addition, Southeast Bank will match 

up to $8000 in donations.  
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GETTING TO KNOW YOUR CHURCH FAMILY 
Meet Jane and Gary Stephens 

 

Jane and Gary moved to Tellico Village in 

2014 and joined Christ Our Savior Church 

in 2016. Jane and Gary found Christ Our 

Savior Church to be very friendly and     

welcoming which ledto the decision to join.  

Gary works with the church set up           

committee. 

 

Gary and Jane live in the Toqua area of the 

Village with their two rescue Schnauzers, 

Mike and Leo.  They came to Tellico       

Village after looking at a number of 50+ 

communities. One of Gary's customers told 

him about the Village and during an RV trip 

to Tennessee, Jane and Gary stopped, looked 

and bought a house.  Jane moved to the   

Village from Houston, Texas while Gary 

transferred from Houston to Atlanta,     

Georgia for 18  months to complete his work 

career. 

 

Gary has held several management positions with several companies involved in oil refining, interna-

tional shipping, construction and insurance.  Jane has held management positions in the financial, health-

care and hospitality industries.  Their career travels have caused them to relocate numerous times.  They 

have lived in Illinois, Kentucky, Virginia, Maryland, Texas and Georgia. 

 

Gary and Jane enjoy traveling in their RV.  They plan to spend some time along the Gulf of Mexico in 

Alabama next spring and are planning a trip to the state of Washington. Gary is involved with Tellico    

Village Broadcasting and the Mountain Echoes Dulcimer Club. Jane is President of the Dog Owners Club 

and the River Run dog park.  They also enjoy spending time with friends and boating on Tellico Lake. 

 

Their children and grandchildren are located in Illinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota and Texas. 

 

Say hello to them the next time you see them at Church. 
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Martin Luther: The First 27 Years 
THE DIET OF WORMS 
Martin Luther spent 10 days traveling the 300 miles from Wittenberg to the Diet of Worms but it 
was more reminiscent of a victory march; Luther was welcomed enthusiastically in all of the 
towns he went through.  He preached in Erfurt, Gotha and Eisenach. He arrived in Worms on 
April 16 and was also cheered and welcomed by the people.  The setting was a familiar trial  
atmosphere, where he was accused and expected to respond to the accusations without any 
allowance for a detailed discussion or presentation of facts or background. In that first session, 
25 books were laid before him on a table, and he was asked two questions, given in both     
German and Latin.  1) Are these books yours? 2) Will you recant them?  He hesitated, perhaps 
intimidated by the setting and huge crowd of dignitaries, but he acknowledged—both in Latin 
and German—that they were his.  He then asked for time to consider the second     question, 
because the matter involved the salvation of his soul and the truth of the Word of God.  The em-
peror gave him a stay of one day.  Luther had time to think and to discuss things with friends. 
He gathered himself, and he returned to the Diet of Worms on the next day.  
Doctor Eck, the Bishop of Trier (who had burned Luther’s books in Trier, not the Eck of        
Leipzig), was the Emperor’s spokesman that day; he started the session by asking if Luther 
would defend all his books, or whether he would recant any part.   In Luther’s response he     
divided his books into three parts. 

 Books on simple evangelical truths that even his enemies agreed with: These he 
could not recant. 

 Books against the corruption of the papacy: These he said are contentious in 
which he had quarreled with the Pope and other opposition.  To the extent that they 
contain objection material, they could be changed.  

 Books on Christian teachings, they are only lectures, these he had to stand by.     
He then agreed to recant anything that could be proven false from the Holy Scriptures, and in 
an act of great boldness, pleaded with the young emperor 17 years his junior not to begin his 
reign by condemning the Word of God.  He reminded the Emperor of the judgments against 
Pharaoh, the King of Babylon, and the ungodly Kings of Israel.  All this he said in German. He 
was requested to repeat himself in Latin, (primarily because Charles did not speak German) 
which he did, and summarized his words with: “Here I stand! I cannot do otherwise. God help 
me!  Amen.” 
 
Disorder broke out at the conclusion of Luther’s refusal to recant and the Emperor dismissed 
the Diet for the day.  Although he was under a ruling of a safe passage from Worms and had 
begun to make his way to Wittenberg, it was along the way that his protector, Frederick the 
Wise of Saxony, had him snatched by soldiers and delivered to the Wartburg castle near Eisen-
ach.  The Edict of Worms was issued on May 25, 1521 and banned all of Luther’s’ writings. 
One of the things which struck my attention was the volume of material which was displayed to 
the court at Worms.  Luther certainly maintained correspondence with many persons who 
agreed or questioned his sermons, or printed material dispersed by numerous attackers.  
Eugene F.A. Klug points to four major documents he issued in this pre-Worms time period:  
 1) The Treatise on Good Works – The Gospel proclaimed in the WORD works in hearts 
by the Holy Spirit, and out of this faith, flows every good work in a believer’s life. 
 2) On the Papacy in Rome – Packed with examples of abuses – moral, religious,       

The Diet of Worms (continued on page 5) 
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LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES UPDATE 

Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz, Speaker of The Lutheran Hour, 
has accepted a call from the board of the Lutheran Center 
for  Religious Liberty (LCRL) in Washington, D.C. to serve 
as the LCRL's executive director. Seltz is slated to leave 
his role as Speaker later this summer, though he is      
committed to fulfilling all duties of the Speaker in the     
transition months to come. 
 
"It has been the greatest honor of my life to follow in the 
footsteps of Dr. Walter A. Maier, Dr. Oswald Hoffmann, Dr. 
Dale Meyer, Dr. Ken Klaus, and all the other great      
speakers on The Lutheran Hour over the past 87 years," 
says Seltz. "What a privilege to serve the wonderful people 
of the Lutheran Laymen's League and the churches of the 
LCMS in carrying out ministry alongside the tremendous 
and dedicated LHM staff. Together, we have advanced the 
cause of the Gospel and reached so many people each 
week on the radio.” 
 
Based in Washington, D.C., the goal of the LCRL is to     
monitor and protect First Amendment rights in the public 
square from a uniquely Lutheran perspective. 
 
Since becoming Speaker in 2011, Seltz developed a bold vision for expanding the reach of The 
Lutheran Hour program through live broadcasts and other twenty-first century media while being 
in high demand for speaking engagements about evangelism, entrepreneurial leadership          
development, and team ministry within the city. His well-rounded ministry experience previously 
included training students at Concordia University in Irvine, California, to launch ministries in a  

Lutheran Hour Ministries (continued on page 6) 

economic, political and social – which he linked to corrupt papal authority.  He included among 
other suggestions the need for sound biblical teaching, including the education of girls.  
 3) The Babylonian Captivity of the Church – This was basically a theological criticism of a 
series of autocratic rules which the church had assumed and which were not supported by the 
WORD; and in his view people were being placed into virtual slavery to the ceremonies and 
rites controlled and administered by the clergy 
 4)  The Freedom of a Christian – this included a conciliatory letter to Pope Leo X and 
adding references to Psalms and Romans, he suggested that “A Christian is a perfectly free lord 
of all, subject to none, and a Christian is a perfectly dutiful servant of all, subject to none.” 
 
These four documents were surely on that table in Worms. 

The Diet of Worms (continued from page 4) 
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Wake up!!  

Coming soon - Women’s Worship Event 

Fresh Grounded Faith featuring   

Jennifer Rothschild Lenoir City    

Baptist September 15 - 16
th

 

Tickets on sale now for $17.00     

(Door price is $49.00)- Limited        

number made available by the     

Outreach Team. 

See Judith Schmid-Bielenberg 

There is still time to invite a girl-

friend, co-worker or neighbor to join 

you!!! 

variety of cultural settings; serving as executive director of an urban, not-for-profit evangelism 
ministry in Manhattan, New York; founding the first new Lutheran mission start in New York City 
in more than 40 years (Church For All Nations, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod); and      
planting a mission church in Dallas. 
 
Also in celebration of Lutheran Hour Ministries’ 100th anniversary, LHM is excited to announce 
that the weekly broadcast of The Lutheran Hour will feature Rev. Dr. Kenneth R. Klaus and Rev. 
Dr. Dale A. Meyer beginning Nov. 5, 2017.  The regular appearances of the two distinguished 
speakers are part of a transition plan being implemented following current Speaker Rev. Dr.  
Gregory Seltz’s recent acceptance of a call to serve as executive director of the Lutheran    
Center for Religious Liberty. Seltz’s last broadcast will be recorded in Wittenberg and aired   
Reformation weekend, Oct. 29.    
“In a year where we celebrate the 100th anniversary of Lutheran Hour Ministries, we are        
extremely pleased to honor the legacy of The Lutheran Hour program by announcing that these 
two popular speakers have agreed to assist us while we search for the next individual who will 
share the Good News of Jesus Christ over the airwaves,” says LHM President & CEO Kurt 
Buchholz. “Generations of people in our listening audience have been blessed to learn from and 
be strengthened in the faith by Dr. Klaus and Dr. Meyer. We look forward to their continued role 
in this important ministry that remains a critical part of LHM’s focus on media outreach.” 
Klaus retired from the full-time speaker role in 2010 and has been recording one sermon a 
month for The Lutheran Hour and writing many of LHM’s Daily Devotions. Meyer served as 
speaker from 1989 through 2001 (as well as host of LHM’s On Main Street weekly television 
program) and currently serves as president of Concordia Seminary in St. Louis. 
The Lutheran Hour airs on nearly 1,800 stations throughout North America and reaches more 
than one million listeners each week. The weekly broadcast can also be heard anytime online at 
lutheranhour.org or through a mobile app for iPhones and Android devices.  

Lutheran Hour Ministries (continued from page 5) 
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COS ENDOWMENT FUND 
Fund Drive Succeeds in Obtaining $5,000 Matching Grant 

The Endowment Fund Committee is pleased to report that our recent fund drive succeeded in raising 
sufficient funds ($9,200 in contributions) which, added to contributions received earlier in the year,   
enabled our Fund to make the $10,000 deposit with Lutheran Legacy Foundation that was needed to 
obtain a $5,000 grant from the Werner Fund.  Having an account with LLF also means that a significant 
portion of the COS Endowment Fund is now invested in a diversified investment portfolio with            
professional investment managers.  Under the Werner grant program, our LLF account will benefit from 
investment earnings on the total amount ($15,000 at inception), while the principal amount of the grant 
amount is being earned out over a 7-year period.  Beginning next year, we will also be able to withdraw 
the interest and dividends earned on the LLF account to support COS ministries and outreach programs.  
Thanks to the members of our congregation whose generosity has made this possible.  Additional      
contributions are encouraged to help this long-term ministry serve the future of our congregation.  For 
various ways to contribute, please refer to the new COS Endowment Fund brochure that you should 
have received in your church mailbox in July. 
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Gospel Concert News 
Mark Bishop is returning to Christ Our Savior for a concert on  

Saturday, September 16, 2017 @ 6:00 p.m. 

Mark Bishop has one of the most distinctive voices in all of Gospel Music. 
He is also regarded as one of the preeminent Gospel songwriters of our 
generation. His songs have been recorded by several of today’s most  
popular Gospel Music groups. Once you have heard one of Mark’s 
thought-provoking songs, you’ll immediately know why Gospel Music  
lovers consider him one of the genre’s top singer/songwriters. 

As with our past concerts, admission is free. However, a free will love   
offering is collected to support the artist’s ministry. 

In other news Mark and Carolyn Bishop Become Grandparents 

  

Waco, KY — Mark and Carolyn Bishop became grandparents on        
Saturday,July 8 at 1:38 p.m. Lochlan Rhys (pronounced Locklan Reece) 
was born to Mark’s oldest daughter Courtney and son-in-law John 
Isaacs. Lochlan weighed 7 pounds, 11 ounces and measured 20 inches 
long. 

Everyone is healthy and well. The family would like to thank everyone for 
the well-wishes and for the prayers. 

Mark your calendars and pick up a post card from the small table in the 
narthex and invite friends and neighbors. You will be blessed. 

Bob Traum 
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Storytelling rules 
 

The following rules come from a book review in Costco’s magazine no less.  The book is entitled The 

Storyteller’s Secret: From TED Speakers to Business Legends, Why Some Ideas catch on and Others 

Don’t by Carmine Gallo. I quote from the article .“All great stories have a villain whom the hero must 

vanquish. David faced Goliath, Luke Skywalker faced Darth Vader.  In a business pitch, the villain might 

be a problem in need or solution. The hero is your product or service.”   

 

The rules are as follows: 

 

Don’t use a boring story. 

Do tell a story with a clearly defined villain. 

Don’t pretend you’ve never had to struggle. 

Do embrace your past and the experiences that define you. 

Don’t end your story in the middle. 

Do provide a happy ending. 

 

By now I am sure you see the parallels of these rules to sharing the Gospel with the world around us. 

We have the most amazing story to tell.  It’s encapsulated in John 3:16.  We have a very real villain (I 

Peter 5:8). We do indeed struggle; Romans 7 and Christ promised us we would in John 16:33.  

 

Our story does encompass our past (Ephesians 2:1-3) and we experienced Grace (Ephesians 2:4-9). 

But don’t end it there, do as Christ commanded in (Matthew 28:19-20). Go tell His story and how you 

now have the hope of the Resurrection on the last day and they can have it too. That is the most joyous 

and happy eternal ending we can share. 

 

We know the real Hero, Christ Jesus, our Archegos.  He gave us Salvation.  Never has a greater service 

been performed. 

 

Go be a story teller.   

 

Judith Schmid-Bielenberg 
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