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PATHS

left: Matt with Isabella earlier this month; center: Isabella at our apartment in Taiwan in 2003;
right: A young couple with other friends from the same era in a photo found in the 'archives'

"Oh, Isabella! It's so good to see you!" I excitedly shouted as I walked out into the parking lot. Standing there was an old friend,
someone we had met during our very first days in Asia. A big grin crossed her lips, easily betraying the fact that she knew something
I didn't. "How have you been?" I asked. Grin turning to smile, Isabella shared, "I'm taking baptism classes with Pastor Wu."
When we moved to Taiwan in 2003, Isabella was a colleague at the school in Chiayi. Single at the time, we have since seen her marry,
have children, and eventually change jobs. Working with Isabella, the dean of the English academy, we had many opportunities to
deal with challenges, face difficult decisions, and discuss pertinent matters related to the teaching of the students as well as the care
of our team of missionaries. Isabella happily greeted the new missionaries as they came, and sadly bid them farewell when they
returned to the US. We shed tears together over unfavorable circumstances and laughed through amusing memories. Despite a
somewhat indifferent attitude toward the Christian faith, she was always willing to let us pray, asking for God's guidance for those
events and for her life, as well as peace in Jesus. She also participated in weekly staff Bible studies, geared for non-believers, and,
through all the years at the school, witnessed the consistent expression of faith through all members of our ministry team.
"Today, I learned about....oh, what's that word? The part of the creed...about the Spirit....sactimi...santifipi..." she trailed off.
"Sanctification?" I asked, referencing the work of the Holy Spirit as explained in the Apostles' Creed. "Yes!" Isabella continued to
enthusiastically share more and we talked about how faith is granted to us as a gift, that you don't have to know all the answers
before God makes you His child - a barrier that other Taiwanese friends have expressed when hearing about the Gospel. This lifegiving faith is something we receive from God our Heavenly Father, I was able to affirm, not something we earn through deeds.
As Isabella prepares for her baptism during this Lenten time, Paul's words in Romans have a deeper, even more significant
meaning: "Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were buried
therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too
might walk in newness of life" (6:3,4). Please join us in prayer for Isabella as she grows through God's Word, looking forward to the day
of being baptized into Jesus so that she, too, may live forever with Him.
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