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PATHS

left: Concordia university students gather around a table set up at a mission conference that Matt attended,
seeking to introduce interested individuals to the great personnel needs that exist in East Asia; center: During a
recent church-wide clean up and organization day, Dee Dee arranges some welcoming words to greet the
international community that either visit our church or call it 'home'; right: Having just performed with her class,
Olivia returns to her seat in the middle of a recent school music day.

On this final day in November, we still hold on to the most recent, significant holiday (Thanksgiving)
while already welcoming the current one (Advent). A new month awaits as we conclude the last
active 30 days of opportunities to welcome, to share, to give witness, and to give thanks.
We are grateful for familiar ways of service (e.g. friendships through the girls' school; interactions
with our partner churches, schools and fellow missionaries to facilitate various ministries; encounters
that lead to sharing a word of hope from God's Word) and have been guided in new ways to
steward God's gifts (e.g. Dee Dee volunteering at an organization that meets the needs of parentless
teens; new activities at our local congregation).
And, as always, we sincerely acknowledge this is a partnership with you, our dear friends and family.
Thank you for how you support us in many ways. Though not able to celebrate the recent holiday
meal together, we anticipate the eternal feast with you and all believers in Christ.
"I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart; I will recount all of your wonderful deeds."
(Psalm 9:1ESV)

(Golden, fallen ginkgo leaves provide the background image. Ginkgo trees abound in the area where we live and their fruit is harvested for medicinal purposes.)
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