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Study timetable
We’ve prepared these small group studies to use concurrently with the
Sunday message, but you’re free to use them as you wish.
Here’s a suggested timetable for their use1.
Sunday
Sermon Date

Topic

Mid-week
What?
(small group)
18-21 July
Study #1: Created to work

Sun 24 July

Thank God
it’s Monday

25-28 July

Study #2: Frustrated with
work

Sun 31 July

Monday-itis

Sun 7 August

Friday on My
Mind

Wednesday
3 (Thursday
4) August
8-11 August

Special session on Reading
the Bible 1 to 1 with Richard
Borgonon
Study #3: Resting from work

Sun 14
August

More than
Sundays

15-18
August

Study #4: The gospel at work

Sun 21
August

Meaningful
Mondays

22-25
August

Study #5: Working well all
week long

Sun 28
August

Growing
God’s
Church
2 Timothy 1

29 August1 September

Study #6: 2 Timothy
(manuscript discovery)

5-8
September

Study #7: Gospel loyalty

Sun 11
September

2 Timothy 2

12-15
September

Study #8: Workers approved
by God

Sun 18
September

2 Timothy 3

19-22
September

Study #9: Equipped for every
good work

Sun 25
September

2 Timothy 4

26-29
September

Study #10: Preach the word,
hear the word, keep the
word

Sun 4
September

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
1 Note that in the timetable above the first study in the Work series falls before the first
sermon; similarly, the first 2 Timothy study (manuscript discovery) falls before the 2
Timothy sermon series begins.
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Study 1: Created to work
Start
What’s your idea of a dream job?
If you didn’t have to work (i.e. money was no issue), would you still want
to work?
What does an average day look like for you?
Defining work: Mark Green, Thank God It’s Monday, p.34 defines work as
follows, “Work includes any activity that contributes to the provision of
human needs—cooking, washing, food shopping, car maintenance—as
well as those activities that generate money directly”.
We could define it even more broadly to say that work is the stuff that God
has put before you to do…to serve him, others and ourselves.

Read
Genesis 1:1-2:3

Think & talk
1. What is the very first thing we see in our Bibles? What is at the heart of
the work of God?

2. Putting aside your personal position on the creationism-evolution
spectrum, how do the following pairs of verses correlate:
• Day 1 (v3-5):

Day 4 (v14-19):

• Day 2 (v6-8):

Day 5 (v20-23):

• Day 3 (v9-13):

Day 6 (v24-31):
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Consider these two alternative ancient descriptions of the creation of the
world:
• In the Babylonian myth, Enuma Elish, the earth’s creation was the
consequence of warring gods and cosmic forces; the earth was formed
after one god defeated another god in combat, ripping her corpse into
two halves and stretching it out to make the earth and the skies.
Humans were made from the blood of another slaughtered god, really
as an afterthought, for the purpose of doing the work for the gods.
• In a (much later) Greek account, the poet Hesiod wrote that in the
golden age the pantheon of Greek gods and humanity lived in harmony,
and neither did any work.

3. How does the biblical account of creation differ; how does God’s work
contrast with other ancient accounts?

4. When we zero in on humanity in v26-31, what is central to their
creation purpose? What are they told to do? What additional insight does
Genesis 2:15-22 supply?

You will notice that there’s no mention of paid work here. Our society tends to
define work in terms of the payment it attracts, and also tends to value the work
that is paid the most (and vice versa). We need to remember that at every stage
of life—before, during and after our paid careers—God gives us things to do with
our time on this planet. This is our work.
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5. God calls each aspect of his created work “good”, which is more likely
a reference to its quality and utility (i.e. it is just right for its created
purpose) than a reference to moral perfection. How does the quality and
competence of God’s workmanship inform our approach to our work?

6. Is it striking that this discussion of work happens at the very beginning
of Scripture? What does its placement before the entry of sin in Genesis 3
tell you about work?

7. Can our “work station be our worship station”2? Is it possible to view
our work, in whatever capacity, as an aspect of worship? Do NT verses
like Col 3:17, 1 Pet 4:10-11 help?

8. Who ultimately fulfils this creation command—us or someone else?
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Pray
• Praise God for his great work in creation, as well as his great work in
salvation
• Praise God for granting us the privilege of working in our world for him
• Forgive us for seeing work only as a chore or burden, rather than as a
noble responsibility
• Help us to grow to see our work, whatever it is, as a space for service,
provision and worship of God.
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Study 2: Frustrated with work
Start
What is the most frustrating part of your work?
What has been the most unpleasant work you’ve ever had to do?

Read
Ecclesiastes 2:1-26 and share any initial thoughts or observations.
In Ecclesiastes someone called the Teacher (see 1:1, perhaps King
Solomon, or someone writing as though he were King Solomon)
undertakes an extensive research project, in an attempt to discover what
has lasting value and meaning in human existence.

Think & talk
1. How does the Teacher in this passage attempt to discover meaning or
lasting value?

2. This chapter has a dim view of the Teachers’ exploration of the lasting
value of work. Why?
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3. Does this surprise you, or resonate with your experience of work?
What other frustrations do you have with your work? Does Genesis 3:1620 shed any light on the Teacher’s miserable experience of work?

4. Does Ecclesiastes 2 give us any positive thoughts on how to approach
our work? Is there really much wisdom in eating and drinking and
enjoying your work (see Ecclesiastes 3:13, 22; 5:18-19; 8:15)?

5. Read Ecclesiastes 12:13-14. What does the Teacher’s conclusion tell us
about where to find lasting value and meaning? And how does that
impact our work?

6. Has this changed the way you think about all of your work?
• In your thinking about work do you need to move:
o from being a bit slapdash towards skilfulness, or
o from serving yourself towards serving others, or
o from seeking lasting significance for yourself rather than the
approval of God?
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7. What things might enable us to enjoy our work?

Pray
• Thank God for the times when we find enjoyment from our work
• Repent of the times we have sought ultimate meaning and purpose from
our work rather than from being in relationship with God through Christ
• Pray that God would help us to be neither selfish in our motivation nor
slapdash in our approach to our work
• Pray that God might give us some work that is enjoyable, and also that
he might help us labour well under him, whether our work is thrilling or
not.
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Study 3: Resting from work
Start
How would you fill an ideal day off?
Do you find it difficult to disengage from your work, or thinking about your
work?
Do you have any habits or practices you follow in terms of Sabbath rest?

Read
Genesis 1:31-2:3, Exodus 20:8-11 and Deuteronomy 5:12-15, and share
any first thoughts or impressions.

Think & talk
1. What do we learn about God’s relationship to work and rest, and how
does it relate or apply to us?

2. Read Mark 2:23-3:6. Does Jesus reject the Old Testament idea of
Sabbath? Or nuance it? What does it mean that the Sabbath was made for
man, not man for the Sabbath?
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3. What does it mean that Jesus is Lord even of the Sabbath? Does
Colossians 2:16-17 aid our understanding of Jesus’ words?

Colossians 2:16 reminds us not to be too rigid with how we rest. But some
helpful principles for rest are:
• Do something avocational, that is, not connected to your ordinary
work: if you’re a fisherman, don’t fish; if you’re an artist, don’t paint; if
you’re in admin, don’t send emails, etc.
• Do something relational: the Sabbath and Old Testament religious
festivals were community celebrations.
• Do something worshipful: rest is not just about sleeping in, having
brunch with friends and playing tennis. It ought to reorient our thoughts
back to God. Certainly this will involve attending a worship gathering,
but some time spent in quiet reflection also fits the bill here.
• Do something enjoyable: you can probably work this out on your own!
4. How can you employ these principles into your time of rest?

5. Rest is not just to get recharged for more work, although it does help
us to do better work generally. What is the ultimate purpose of rest?
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6. It takes a bit of work in order to rest well. Do you agree?

7. What’s one thing that struck you in this study, and one thing you’d like
to try differently when it comes to re-working your rest?

Pray
• Thank God for rest.
• Praise God for the work of Jesus, which means we can rest from the
work of finding significance and acceptance from our work and other
things.
• Repent of the times when we’ve made work our idol, or not rested
because we’ve not trusted in God’s provision and goodness.
• Ask God to help us rest, and rest deeply, trusting him to provide and
moreover trusting in the finished work of Christ on our behalf.
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Study 4: The gospel at work
Start
What would it have been like to work alongside Jesus in his earthly life?
How often do you think about how the gospel changes or impacts upon
work?

Read
Colossians 3:1-4:1 and share your first thoughts & observations.

Think & talk
1. In v1-4 we are encouraged to set our hearts and minds on things
above? What does this mean, and how does that relate to our work in the
following ways:
• The virtues we bring to our work?

• The view of people we bring to our work?

• The sources of guidance we bring to our work?
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• Who we’re really working for?

2. “Whatever you do” is a repeated idea in Colossians 3. How does this
idea help shape our work attitudes and actions?

3. Does the “whatever you do” principle still apply when we’re not
working for, or alongside, or in view, of others?
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4. What aspect of your work is in most need of renewal by the gospel?
• Your behaviours
• Your view of those you work with and for
• Your motivations
• The principles and wisdom that guides your work

Pray
• Praise God for his gospel and the new virtues, energy and attitudes it
brings to our work.
• Repent of the time our work has lacked a distinctive Christian character.
• Ask that God would help us to do all our work as though we were
serving him.
• Ask him to help us give a good account of the gospel by our actions and
attitudes at work.
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Study 5: Working well all week long
Start
Thinking about the work you do, what’s the best piece of advice you’ve
ever received?
What piece of advice about work would you give someone?
What is one question you still have about work?
In today’s study it’s all about quotes, case studies and questions for the
group to discuss. We want to round out our study of work by getting
practical, and drilling down into specific details of our working lives.

Read, think & talk
So read these quotes, case studies and questions and get talking…
Surely the Lord is in this place, and I was not aware of it
Genesis 28:16
I’ve never been able to see how this computer has anything to do with the
kingdom of God
Jim, programmer
Do you see someone skilled in their work?
They will serve before kings;
they will not serve before officials of low rank.
Proverbs 22:29
We must not, in thinking about how we can make a big difference, ignore
the small daily differences we can make which, over time, add up to big
differences we often cannot foresee.
Marian Wright Edelman, civil rights activist, president and founder of the
Children's Defense Fund.
Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others,
faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms.
1 Peter 4:10
She was reading her Bible in the canteen. Which is a pretty brave thing to
do. People think you’re a nutter if you’re a Christian.
Katrina Green, nurse
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Teach servants to be subject to their masters in everything, to try to please
them, not to talk back to them, and not to steal from them, but to show
that they can be fully trusted, so that in every way they will make the
teaching about God our Saviour attractive.
Titus 2:9-10
Pastor Charles Spurgeon once asked a young girl who worked as a cleaner
in one of his congregation’s families…what evidence she could give of
having become a Christian, and she meekly answered, “I now sweep
under the mats”.
The Family Friend, 1885
O Lord, who may abide in your tent? Who may dwell on your holy hill?
Those who walk blamelessly, and do what is right…
Psalm 15:1-2
Had I but served my God with half the zeal I served my King
He would not in my age have left me naked to my enemies.
Shakespeare (Cardinal Wolsey in King Henry VIII)
For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and
every evil practice.
James 3:16
“For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will
arise from another place, but you and your father’s family will perish. And
who knows but that you have come to your royal position for such a time
as this?”
Mordecai to Queen Esther (Esther 4:14, Esther, a Jewess, finds herself
married to the King of Persia at a time when some schemers organised a
law to destroy the Jews. Mordecai, Esther’s uncle, sees in Esther an
opportunity to avert this fate)
“God made me for a purpose. He made me for mission in China, but he
also made me fast and when I run, I feel his pleasure”
Eric Liddle, sprinter, Chariots of Fire (about the 1924 Olympics)
We hear that some among you are idle. They are not busy; they are
busybodies. Such people we command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to
settle down and earn the bread they eat. And as for you, never tire of
doing what is right.
2 Thessalonians 3:11-13
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Case Study 1
Karen has extensive experience in managing a significant corporate
operation. She has been approached to be CEO of a large not-for-profit,
which is run along Christian principles, and which provides social services
to underprivileged people. It will be a jump up in terms of pay, and hours
required; probably more hours than pay if the truth be told.
Some friends have told her that the step up in time is too much,
particularly given that she is a mother to 3 children. Others see it as the
perfect way to put her skills and passions to use in an organisation where
she can make a significant contribution for the good of others.
What would you advise Karen? Does the age of her children make a
difference? Would it make a difference if the organisation were an
insurance company or food manufacturer? Is there anything else she
should consider?
Case Study 2
Dan has recently joined a city firm of accountants as a cadet. He’s
enjoying learning new skills, the pace of the work, and the people he
works with. He’s also managed to let them know that he is a Christian, or
at least has mentioned that he goes to church. After a long, gruelling
project his team is celebrating with a lunch on Friday. Dan expects that the
lunch will be long, boozy and probably extend well into the evening.
What should Dan do?
a) Go to lunch and go with the flow, after all, he’s earned it. As long as he
doesn’t get totally hammered, that will both help him career-wise and
help his team see that he’s just a normal guy.
b) Go to lunch and enjoy the company of his colleagues, but just not drink
at the same pace as his colleagues. Who knows, they might not even
notice.
c) Go to lunch but not drink at all, maybe even leave before evening.
They’ll notice for sure, but there’s not much he can do about it.
d) Call in sick on Friday.
e) Other?
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Case Study 3
Mary has just started a new business, providing computer services to small
business clients. She has 4 staff, a bunch of new clients and not enough
hours in the day. Mary’s husband William looks after their young children
and does some consulting work from home when the kids are at school.
He’s more than content with this arrangement, even though he’d like to
have more time with Mary. But what gets William annoyed is whenever a
client calls, or staff member has a drama, Mary drops everything to go to
the rescue. He does not often feel like this is reciprocated when he or the
children have an emergency. Sometimes William jokes that Mary is
married to the business, not him, but he doesn’t actually seem to be
laughing.
What could/should William and Mary do differently?

Case Study 4 (and a real story, from Thank God It’s Monday, Mark Green,
p.163)
James worked as the Chief Accountant in a fish-processing business. He
noticed that they were receiving deliveries of fish, but were not always
getting invoices for these deliveries. He told the Managing Director that
this was happening, and added that from now on he would send receipts
of delivery to the suppliers who might not have noticed the missing fish.
The MD told him not to, and that it was the supplier’s responsibility to
invoice them.
What would you do?
What James did…
James sent the receipts to the company’s suppliers. A while later the
purchasing department had a large delivery of fish for the following day,
but could find no one to supply them. Despite the reluctance and mockery
of the purchasing department, James offered to help and called up the
earlier supplier he’d been sending delivery receipts to. The fish were
delivered the next day, the team was amazed, his boss annoyed and the
customers delighted.
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Further questions
1. What is the key application from our look at the topic of work to your
particular situation? How might it apply to:
• working with people who are “above” you;
• working with people who work “for” you; or
• working with people who are “alongside” you?
2. Has our look at work:
• affirmed certain things that you’re keen to put into practice;
• outlawed certain things that you need to eliminate; or
• raised some grey areas for which you need wisdom?
3. Are there some jobs, or tasks within jobs, that you think Christians just
shouldn’t do (apart from the obvious ones like drug dealing, prostitution,
hitmen, etc)?
4. What influence do you have in your workplace to make it more
Christlike?
5. What can you do if you feel like you have little influence upon others
with your work?
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Study 6: 2 Timothy (manuscript discovery)
Start
Who is someone who has influenced your life significantly?
How did they influence your life?
2 Timothy is a small letter…so we’re going to start our survey of this
cracking little book by doing an exercise called manuscript discovery. This
means we’ll read it in one go, without the chapter divisions, verses and
headings that we’re familiar with (though there are line numbers). It will be
like we are Timothy, receiving a letter from the Apostle Paul.
As you read it note down or mark (and feel free to get it messy):
• Themes and topics that the letter addresses
• Repeated ideas or words that pop up throughout the book
• Any sentences that really stand out, or have particular appeal to you
• Any ideas that you find odd, difficult to understand, or have questions
about

Think & talk
After you’ve read and marked your manuscript think through these
questions:
1. Imagine you are Timothy; how would you feel after receiving this
letter? What would you want to write back and tell the Apostle Paul?

2. “I can’t relate to Paul; he’s a super Christian. But I think I understand
where Timothy is at”.
Do you agree or disagree with this statement? Why?
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Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, in keeping with the
promise of life that is in Christ Jesus,
To Timothy, my dear son:
Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.
I thank God, whom I serve, as my ancestors did, with a clear conscience,
as night and day I constantly remember you in my prayers. Recalling your
tears, I long to see you, so that I may be filled with joy. I am reminded of
your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois and in your
mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in you also.
For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in
you through the laying on of my hands. For the Spirit God gave us does not
make us timid, but gives us power, love and self-discipline. So do not be
ashamed of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner. Rather,
join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God. He has
saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of anything we have
done but because of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us
in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time, but it has now been revealed
through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death
and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. And of
this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher. That is
why I am suffering as I am. Yet this is no cause for shame, because I know
whom I have believed, and am convinced that he is able to guard what I
have entrusted to him until that day.
What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound teaching, with faith
and love in Christ Jesus. Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to
you—guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit who lives in us.
You know that everyone in the province of Asia has deserted me, including
Phygelus and Hermogenes.
May the Lord show mercy to the household of Onesiphorus, because he
often refreshed me and was not ashamed of my chains. On the contrary,
when he was in Rome, he searched hard for me until he found me. May
the Lord grant that he will find mercy from the Lord on that day! You know
very well in how many ways he helped me in Ephesus.
You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And the
things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to
reliable people who will also be qualified to teach others. Join with me in
suffering, like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No one serving as a soldier
gets entangled in civilian affairs, but rather tries to please his commanding
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officer. Similarly, anyone who competes as an athlete does not receive the
victor’s crown except by competing according to the rules. The
hardworking farmer should be the first to receive a share of the crops.
Reflect on what I am saying, for the Lord will give you insight into all this.
Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David. This
is my gospel, for which I am suffering even to the point of being chained
like a criminal. But God’s word is not chained. Therefore I endure
everything for the sake of the elect, that they too may obtain the salvation
that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory.
Here is a trustworthy saying:
If we died with him,
we will also live with him;
if we endure,
we will also reign with him.
If we disown him,
he will also disown us;
if we are faithless,
he remains faithful,
for he cannot disown himself.
Keep reminding God’s people of these things. Warn them before God
against quarreling about words; it is of no value, and only ruins those who
listen. Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker
who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of
truth. Avoid godless chatter, because those who indulge in it will become
more and more ungodly. Their teaching will spread like gangrene. Among
them are Hymenaeus and Philetus, who have departed from the truth.
They say that the resurrection has already taken place, and they destroy the
faith of some. Nevertheless, God’s solid foundation stands firm, sealed
with this inscription: “The Lord knows those who are his,” and, “Everyone
who confesses the name of the Lord must turn away from wickedness.”
In a large house there are articles not only of gold and silver, but also of
wood and clay; some are for special purposes and some for common use.
Those who cleanse themselves from the latter will be instruments for
special purposes, made holy, useful to the Master and prepared to do any
good work.
Flee the evil desires of youth and pursue righteousness, faith, love and
peace, along with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart. Don’t
have anything to do with foolish and stupid arguments, because you know
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they produce quarrels. And the Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but
must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful. Opponents must be
gently instructed, in the hope that God will grant them repentance leading
them to a knowledge of the truth, and that they will come to their senses
and escape from the trap of the devil, who has taken them captive to do
his will.
But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. People will be
lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive,
disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, without love, unforgiving,
slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, treacherous,
rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God—having a
form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with such
people.
They are the kind who worm their way into homes and gain control over
gullible women, who are loaded down with sins and are swayed by all
kinds of evil desires, always learning but never able to come to a
knowledge of the truth. Just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so also
these teachers oppose the truth. They are men of depraved minds, who, as
far as the faith is concerned, are rejected. But they will not get very far
because, as in the case of those men, their folly will be clear to everyone.
You, however, know all about my teaching, my way of life, my purpose,
faith, patience, love, endurance, persecutions, sufferings—what kinds of
things happened to me in Antioch, Iconium and Lystra, the persecutions I
endured. Yet the Lord rescued me from all of them. In fact, everyone who
wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, while evildoers
and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived.
But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become
convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, and
how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to
make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is
God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training
in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped
for every good work.
In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and
the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this
charge: Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct,
rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful instruction. For the
time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead,
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to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of
teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. They will turn their
ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. But you, keep your head
in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge
all the duties of your ministry.
For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time for my
departure is near. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I
have kept the faith. Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness,
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day—and
not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing.
Do your best to come to me quickly, for Demas, because he loved this
world, has deserted me and has gone to Thessalonica. Crescens has gone
to Galatia, and Titus to Dalmatia. Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and
bring him with you, because he is helpful to me in my ministry. I sent
Tychicus to Ephesus. When you come, bring the cloak that I left with
Carpus at Troas, and my scrolls, especially the parchments.
Alexander the metalworker did me a great deal of harm. The Lord will
repay him for what he has done. You too should be on your guard against
him, because he strongly opposed our message.
At my first defense, no one came to my support, but everyone deserted me.
May it not be held against them. But the Lord stood at my side and gave
me strength, so that through me the message might be fully proclaimed
and all the Gentiles might hear it. And I was delivered from the lion’s
mouth. The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and will bring me
safely to his heavenly kingdom. To him be glory for ever and ever. Amen.
Greet Priscilla and Aquila and the household of Onesiphorus. Erastus
stayed in Corinth, and I left Trophimus sick in Miletus. Do your best to get
here before winter. Eubulus greets you, and so do Pudens, Linus, Claudia
and all the brothers and sisters.
The Lord be with your spirit. Grace be with you all
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Study 7: Gospel loyalty
Start
When have you been ashamed of something?
When have you been proud (in the good sense) of something?

Read
2 Timothy 1:1-18 and share your first thoughts and comments.

Think & talk
1. Does Paul define himself by social conventions/worldly stands or by
spiritual realities? How do you tend to define yourself and what
difference does that make to your life and the choices you make?

2. Timothy was a young leader of a troubled church in Ephesus (see 1
Timothy 1:3-4). What observations can you make about Timothy and the
relationship between Timothy and the Apostle Paul? What does Paul want
for Timothy, and from Timothy?
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3. What is the gospel message according to v9-10? What elements does
Paul focus on here? And what elements do we tend to forget or
misunderstand?

4. What two metaphors does Paul use to describe the gospel Timothy is to
guard, and what do they tell us about the gospel?

5. What do you think it means to guard the gospel? Who guards it? And
how?
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6. Paul talks about shame 4 times in this chapter (v8, 12, 16). What are
some of the causes of shame and how do we prevent shame from
paralysing us as believers?

Pray
• Praise God for the gospel of Jesus, which destroys death and brings
immortality to light.
• Praise God that through the gospel we are loved, saved, called to
godliness, empowered and known by him.
• Repent of the times you’ve been ashamed of the gospel, of God or of his
messengers.
• Pray that God might remind you of all the wonders of the gospel, and
fill you with his Spirit of power, love and self-discipline at those times
when we’re tempted to feel ashamed of him, his people and his great
message.
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Study 8: Workers approved by God
Start
What is a skill you would like to learn from a master?
What is an activity or skill you would like to pass on to someone else?

Read
2 Timothy 2:1-26, and share any first thoughts, observations or reactions.

Think & talk
1. Paul talks about the gospel being passed onto Timothy, and then from
Timothy to others in v1-2. Why is this “chain of transmission” so vital,
what should each link in the chain be like, and what implication does this
have for your small group?

2. There are three metaphors that describe the Christian life in v3-7:
soldier, athlete, & farmer. What does each metaphor tell us about living
for Jesus?
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3. Paul then speaks of another set of chains in v8-10—the literal chains
that bind him in prison. What important point is he trying to impress in
these verses?

4. Verses 14-19 seem to focus on “words”. What words are of value,
what words should be avoided, and what arguments are necessary to
have? What implication does this have for gospel spreaders, and for
gospel hearers?

5. How are we to treat those whom God has placed within our sphere of
influence and ministry? What qualities mentioned in this chapter are you
convicted to work on?

Pray
• Praise God for his unchained gospel, and for all those links in the chain
who have passed the gospel onto us.
• Repent of any unwillingness to grow in leadership desire and ability.
• Ask that God might make us careful speakers and careful listeners of the
gospel, and protect us from error and folly.
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Study 9: Equipped for every good work
Start
In what places/events/environments do you find it most difficult to live for
Christ?
Do you think it is becoming more difficult or less difficult to live as a
Christian in our society?

Read
2 Timothy 3:1-17 and share your first reactions and observations.

Think & talk
1. The last days (v1) is the time between the resurrection and return of
Christ (i.e. now!). Is there any behaviour in this “last days list” that
surprises you, or strikes you as particularly prevalent in our society?

2. How can a person have a “form of godliness” but deny its power? How
can we avoid such a perilous situation in our own lives?

	
  

32	
  

3. What is it about Paul’s life that made him different from such people?
Is he boasting, or does he have a better reason to bring attention to the
quality of his life?

4. In v14 Timothy is told to, “continue in what he has learned and
become convinced of”. Why does the Apostle Paul urge Timothy and us
to continue in this way?

5. What is the connection between continuing in the gospel and the
source of the Scriptures in v16?
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6. Using your own words what is the purpose of the Bible from these
verses. Share a recent example of how God’s word has produced or
equipped your for a good work in your life.

Pray
• Praise God for his Scriptures and their many uses in our lives, not the
least of which is showing us the way of salvation
• Repent of our neglect of them, and of our unwillingness to suffer
persecution on account of the gospel to which the Scriptures testify
• Ask that God might work in our lives, through his Spirit and Scriptures,
so that we increasingly resemble the example of Paul, and of Christ,
rather than reflecting the world around us
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Study 10: Preach the word, hear the word, keep the
word
Start
Have you ever had to deliver a difficult message? How did you feel
beforehand?
What was the scenario, and what enabled you to go on and deliver the
message?

Read
2 Timothy 4:1-22 and share your thoughts and observations.

Think & talk
1. What motivation does Paul provide here to “preach the word”? Does
this instruction apply solely to Timothy, or to all believers?

2. The gospel should be proclaimed in season and out of season. What
does that mean, and do you think it is presently an “in” season or an “out”
season? Did it seem like Timothy was speaking into an “in” season or
“out” season?
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3. In what manner is the gospel to be preached? What values or virtues in
the messengers should accompany the great message?

4. Use your own words to explain what Paul is saying in v6-8. What gives
him the confidence to speak as he does?

5. What does it mean to long for Christ’s appearing? Do you long for
Christ’s appearing? How would your life change if you really longed for
his appearing?

6. Looking back over the book as a whole, what is one of the lessons you
hope to take away from our study of 2 Timothy.
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Pray
• Praise God for the return of Christ, which helps us put all our lives—the
good times as well as the difficult times—into perspective
• Repent of the times when we’ve either turned aside from gospel truths,
or been unprepared to keep persevering in gospel belief and
proclamation
• Ask that God will change our hearts to long for the coming of Christ,
and that the reality of his return might shape us into persevering, selfsacrificial, godly and loving followers of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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