
Love in Action 
 
Start 
You’ll probably be getting used to meeting in an online forum. You’ll now be used to talking 
about Coronavirus; you’re probably even a bit tired of talking about it. 
 
But it will still be important to give time for people to share their anxieties and 
encouragements, so allow for that. 
 
It would also be worth giving folks a chance to share what they liked about the livestreamed 
service on Sunday. 
 
Today we’ll be reading from Romans 12, which will be a helpful reminder, and a call to 
specific action. 
 
Read 
Romans 12:1-16 and share your thoughts. 
 
Think & talk 
1. Before we get to the specific instructions in v.9-16, what is the basis for any action in 

the Christian life (see v.1-2)? 
 
Verse 1 makes it clear that God’s mercy is the basis for any Christian action. It is in view of 
God’s mercy in Christ Jesus—his life, death & resurrection, his current reign and pending 
return—that we offer our whole bodies as sacrifices to God. 
 
It is also worth remembering that offering ourselves to God in service is pleasing and 
acceptable to him. And there is nothing more worthy of our efforts than pleasing God. 
 
2. Bruce mentioned that from v.9-12 that there were 2 ways God wants us to think, the 

first of which is “I will be committed to others”. What does v.10 say about our needs, 
and the needs of others? How can you do that this week? 

 
Verse 10 acknowledges our own needs. They are not unimportant. But it says that we 
honour others above ourselves. That is, we put others’ needs above our own. This is quite 
contrary to our natural way of thinking, and the complete opposite of the panic buying we 
are still seeing in our shops. We devote ourselves to one another, and we do that in love. 
 
It would be good for your group to settle on at least a couple of specific ways you can do 
that during the week ahead. 
 
It would also be good to return to these ideas the following week, so there is a measure of 
accountability. Love needs to work itself out in action rather than merely good intentions. 
  



3. Verses 11 and 12 encourage us to keep serving God with strength. Why is this not a 
ridiculous way to think in the present moment (see Hebrews 13:8)? 

 
We fear what the virus might do to us if we catch it, and we hate what it has already done 
to us, changing the way we live in dramatic ways, very rapidly. And yet the instruction to 
never lack zeal is not silly, despite the dramatic change to our lives, because Jesus never 
changes. His love doesn’t change. His sacrificial death on the cross, for our sins, in my place, 
does not change; it’s a concrete fact of history. The eternal life we have been gifted by Jesus 
does not change. His presence within us by his Holy Spirit does not change either. In view of 
these “unchangeables”, of course we can continue to serve God with zeal. The question 
then becomes how we do that thoughtfully and creatively, given the restrictions placed 
upon us.  
 
4. Bruce also spoke of 2 things God wants us to do: share with those in need, and 

practice hospitality (where hospitality means love for stranger). How can you do that 
with the people around you at a time when we cannot be physically close to others? 

 
This is a question that should open up specific ideas from your group. Remember that we’re 
keen to show love to those within our church community, and those neighbours within our 
reach. Don’t forget the Covid Care cards that we’ve produced, that can be simply printed 
out, filled out, and popped in neighbour’s letter boxes or under their doors. 
 
5. Read John 13:34-35. What does Jesus say is the wider impact of Christians loving each 

other? 
 
Not only will Christian love in action provide for the needs of others. It will lead the world to 
a recognition that Jesus is our Lord, and we are his disciples. It is hard to understate the 
value of us loving those around us with actions and kind deeds. 
 
Pray 
Praise God for his presence among us, especially in the midst of trouble. 
Ask God to be with:  

• the vulnerable at this time,  
• medical professionals treating those who’ve contracted the virus,  
• key decision-makers as they continue to shape our national response, and  
• with those developing vaccines.  

Also ask that we would trust in God deeply, that we would encourage one another warmly, 
and reach out to neighbour and friend with Christian love in action. 


