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One Last Night: John 13-16
The end of John 12, where we landed at the close of last term, marks the conclusion
of Jesus’ public ministry in John’s Gospel. As we open John 13 we move into the
more intimate environment of the Upper Room (Chapters 13-17 is sometimes called
the Upper Room discourse), in which Jesus shares the Passover meal with his
disciples on the last night before his crucifixion.
We are eavesdropping on a privileged conversation, between our Lord and those
closest to him in his earthly life. But the words Jesus speaks to his disciples in the
Upper Room are words he speaks to us too, and we are the better for hearing their
challenge and encouragement.
We invite you to enjoy a fertile time of fellowship and learning as we join Jesus on
this one last night.
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Study timetable
We’ve prepared these small group studies to follow the Sunday message, but you’re
free to use them as you wish. Here’s a suggested timetable for their use.
Sunday
Sermon Date

Passage

Mid-week
(small
group)
Wed 1 May

What?

Growth group leader session

Sun 5 May

John 13:1-17

6-9 May

Study #1: Dirty Feet

Sun 12 May

Mothers’
Day Special
John 13:1838
John 14:1-14

13-16 May

Study #2: Last Supper

20-23 May

Study #3: Betrayal/Denial

27-30 May

Study #4: Way to the Father

John 14:1531
John 15:1-17

3-6 June

Study #5: The Spirit #1

10-13 June

Study #6: The True Vine

Sun 16 June

John 15:1816:4

17-20 June

Study #7: World/Disciples

Sun 23 June

John 16:5-16

24-27 June

Study #8: The Spirit #2

Sun 30 June

John 16:1733

Wed 3 July

Prayer & Praise Night

Sun 19 May
Sun 26 May
Sun 2 June
Sun 9 June
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Study 1: Dirty Feet
Start

What is the dirtiest job you have ever done?
Are there any jobs you would refuse to do because they’re stomach-churning or
demeaning?
Background
Read the introduction on p.3 if you haven’t already to get a feel for the material in
John 13 to 16 that we’re covering this term.
John somewhat surprisingly omits an account of the Lord’s Supper from his gospel.
In many ways, this foot-washing ceremony acts as a replacement or substitute in his
account of that last night. Next week in Growth Groups we will look at the Lord’s
Supper narrative from Luke’s Gospel.

Read

John 13:1-17 and share your first thoughts and impressions.

Think & talk

1. How do the opening words of chapter 13 introduce this whole section of John?
What ideas in these first few verses are key to understanding the chapters that
follow?

2. What is so outrageous about Jesus’ act of service and love in v.4, 5? And what
does it signify?
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3. What does the interaction between Peter and Jesus (v.6-11) teach us about
Jesus’ cleansing of us, and what an appropriate response might look like?

4. Washing the disciples’ feet is an act that points to the death of Jesus to bring
cleansing to all those who would believe in him. What is the other significance
of Jesus’ humble act of service?

5. In what practical ways can you wash one another’s feet? Think through this
with regards to the different environments in which you find yourself:
• At home
• At work or study
• At church
• In your leisure time

Pray

Praise God for his great plan of salvation, that settled on his Son sacrificially giving
his life so that we might be cleansed from sin.
Praise Jesus for his humble act of service, first to the disciples in washing their feet,
but moreover for us by dying on the cross for us.
Repent of our own pride that resists cleansing and forgiveness from Christ, thinking
either that we don’t need it, or that we can sort ourselves out.
Ask that we might be humble enough and practical enough to wash one another’s
feet, whatever that might look like in our context.
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Growth Core #1
Start

Share how your Christian walk has been over the Easter break.

Share

1. Read John 13:1-11. What is so unusual about Jesus’ act of service? What does
Jesus’ washing of the disciples’ feet signify?

2. Read John 13:12-17. Apart from pointing to how his death will cleanse us from
our sins, what is the other significance of Jesus’ act of service?

3. In what practical ways can you wash one another’s feet? Think about this across
the different spheres of your life: at home, at work/study, at church, in your
leisure time. (next time the group meets, you should ask about progress in the
areas identified in this question)

Prayer

Praise God for his great plan of salvation, that settled on his Son sacrificially giving
his life so that we might be cleansed from sin.
Praise Jesus for his humble act of service, first to the disciples in washing their feet,
but moreover for us by dying on the cross for us.
Repent of our own pride that resists cleansing and forgiveness from Christ, thinking
either that we don’t need it, or that we can sort ourselves out.
Ask that we might be humble enough and practical enough to wash one another’s
feet, whatever that might look like in our context.
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Study 2: Last Supper
Start

What’s the most important dinner you’ve ever attended?
What made it important; what featured on the menu?

Read

Luke 22:7-38 and share your initial thoughts.

Think & talk

1. What features of Luke’s account of the Last Supper are similar to the account
given in John’s Gospel? What does Luke include that John doesn’t, and vice
versa?

2. How does the Passover Festival help us to understand the crucifixion of Jesus?

3. What is the connection between the Passover celebration and the kingdom of
God?
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4. What does the discussion about “the greatest” teach us about life in Jesus’ new
kingdom?

5. And what does the discussion in v.35-38 teach us about mission in Jesus’ new
kingdom (see also Luke 9:1-6; 10:1-11)?

6. What part of this episode has made the deepest impression upon you, and why:
• The significance of Jesus’ sacrifice
• Life in the kingdom of God, following Jesus’ resurrection, with its triumph
over sin and death
• The need to be humble and serve others
• The need to be prepared for difficult mission

Pray

Praise God for the sacrifice of Jesus, the perfect lamb, for our sakes.
Repent of times when you have declined to serve others humbly, because you
thought you were better than them.
Ask God for help to witness to him in spite of opposition.
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Growth Core #2
Start

Share any progress and confess any sin in your Christian walk since your last
meeting.

Share

1. Read Luke 22:7-23. How does the Passover Festival help us to understand Jesus’
pending death?

2. Read Luke 22:24-38. What does the disciples’ argument about “the greatest”
teach us about the kingdom which Jesus’ death and resurrection will usher in?

3. What does the discussion about mission (in v.35-38) teach us about life in this
new kingdom?

Prayer

Praise God for the sacrifice of Jesus, the perfect lamb, for our sakes.
Repent of times when you have declined to serve others humbly, because you
thought you were better than them.
Ask God for help to witness to him in spite of opposition.
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Study 3: Betrayal/Denial
Start

What are some of the great betrayals in history, or in films, novels, etc?
How would you describe the feeling of being betrayed?

Read

John 13:18-38 and share your initial thoughts.

Think & talk

1. Judas is the great villain in this chapter. What picture do we get of him across
the gospels? See:
• John 12:4-6
• Matthew 26:14-15
• Matthew 27:1-5

2. We can be tempted to sympathize with Judas, especially given the role of Satan
in his betrayal of Jesus. Is this a legitimate reaction to Judas and his actions?

3. What ought to be our attitude towards the activity of Satan (see 1 Peter 5:8-9,
James 4:7-10)?
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4. Judas’ departure seals Jesus’ fate. What does that mean for Jesus, and what
does that require of us?

5. Peter is another villain in this chapter because of his denial. What is at the
heart of Peter’s questions and assertions, and how does Jesus respond to
them?

6. How do the examples of Judas and Peter challenge us to live for Jesus?

Pray

Praise God for Jesus, for his glorious death and resurrection that brings us life.
Repent of the times when you have not loved other disciples of Jesus, or when you
have cowered at identifying with Jesus, as Peter did.
Ask that God would grant us love for one another, and bravery to testify to Christ.
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Growth Core #3
Start

Share any progress, obstacles or setbacks in your Christian walk since your last
meeting.

Share

1. Read John 13:18-30. We can be tempted to sympathise with Judas given the role
of Satan in his betrayal. Is this a legitimate reaction; and how should we think
about the activity of Satan (see also 1 Peter 5:8-9; James 4:7-10)?

2. Judas’ departure seals Jesus’ fate. According to these verses, what does that
mean for Jesus and what does it mean for all of his disciples, including us?

3. Read John 13:31-38. How do the examples of Peter and Judas challenge us to live
for Christ?

Pray

Praise God for Jesus, for his glorious death and resurrection that brings us life.
Repent of the times when you have not loved other disciples of Jesus, or when you
have cowered at identifying with Jesus, as Peter did.
Ask that God would grant us love for one another, and bravery to testify to Christ.
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Study 4: Way to the Father
Start

What is the most outrageous claim you’ve ever heard someone make?
What was your response when you first heard it?
Read
John 14:1-14 and air anything in particular you noted.
Think and discuss
1. Why were the disciple’s hearts troubled? (look back over 13:21, 33, 36-38.)
What reasons does Jesus give in v.1-4 to not be troubled? How can his words
be a comfort to us in times of trouble?

2. Why do many find Jesus claim in v.6 offensive? Why is the exclusivity of this
statement so important to Christianity?

3. How are each of Jesus’ claims about himself, “I am the way, the truth, and the
life”, an answer to our human condition? What is the significance of his being
the only way to God (see v.6-7)?
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4. What misunderstanding does Philip’s question in v.8 reveal? How does Jesus’
response in v.9-11 answer Philip’s question and justify the claims that he is
making?

5. What do you make of the promises made in 14:12-14? What does it mean that
Jesus’ followers will do “even greater things” than Jesus has been doing (v.12)?

6. What are some ways that the relationship between Jesus and the Father are
relevant and significant for modern believers? How does Jesus’ passionate plea
to his disciples to understand this relationship speak to us today?

Pray

Praise God that because of our relationship with Jesus, we have comfort in times of
trouble.
Praise Jesus that he is the way to fellowship with God; he is the truth in answer to
our ignorance; and he is the life instead of death.
Ask that God for bold things in his name, trusting that he will answer.
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Growth Core #4
Start

Share any progress, obstacles or setbacks in your Christian walk since your last
meeting.

Share

1. Jesus’ opening words in this chapter are words of comfort to his disciples. What
reasons does Jesus give in v.1-4 as to why they should not let their hearts be
troubled? How can his words be a comfort to us in times of trouble?

2. Jesus makes three statements about himself in v.6, “I am the way, the truth, and
the life”. How are each of these an answer to our human condition? What is the
difference between Jesus showing the way to the Father vs. Jesus being the way
to the Father?

3. Why is it important for us today to understand the relationship between Jesus
and the Father? How does Jesus explain this in v.9-11?

Pray

Praise God that because of our relationship with Jesus, we have comfort in times of
trouble.
Praise Jesus that he is the way to fellowship with God; he is the truth in answer to
our ignorance; and he is the life instead of death.
Ask that God for bold things in his name, trusting that he will answer.
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Study 5: The Spirit #1
Start

Do you believe in ghosts?
Why do you think the Holy Spirit has been called the Holy Ghost?

Read

John 14:15-31 and share your initial thoughts.

Think & talk

1. What is the connection between loving Jesus and obeying his commands?

2. What is the connection between loving Jesus and the gift of the Holy Spirit?

3. What does the Holy Spirit’s nickname or codename of the Counsellor tell us
about his role among us?
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4. In what ways is the Holy Spirit the Spirit of truth (v.17)?

5. Although Jesus’ departure would be grievous for the disciples, how does Jesus
encourage them to think about it?

6. What aspects of the Spirit’s work mentioned here relate only to the first
disciples, and which aspects also relate to us?

Pray

Praise God for the gift of his Spirit, the Spirit of truth, who lives within us now that
Jesus has returned to the Father.
Repent of the times when you have deliberately disobeyed Jesus, even though you
professed your love for him.
Ask that his Spirit might help us to live according to the truth, in obedience to Christ.
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Growth Core #5
Start

Share any progress and confess any sin in your Christian walk since your last
meeting.

Share

1. Read John 14:15-31. What is the connection between loving Jesus and obeying
his commands?

2. What does the Holy Spirit’s codename the “advocate” or “counsellor” tell us
about His role among us?

3. In what ways is the Holy Spirit the Spirit of truth? And how does he bring us
peace?

Pray

Praise God for the gift of his Spirit, the Spirit of truth, who lives within us now that
Jesus has returned to the Father.
Repent of the times when you have deliberately disobeyed Jesus, even though you
professed your love for him.
Ask that his Spirit might help us to live according to the truth, in obedience to Christ.
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Study 6: The True Vine
Start

What needs to happen for a plant in nature to bear fruit? What needs to happen for
a Christian to bear fruit? What is some of the fruit of the Christian life?

Read

John 15:1-17 and share any striking observations you made.

Think and talk
1. The vine and the vineyard were old and sacred images in Judaism. Look up
Psalm 80:7-9 & Isaiah 5:3-5 (see also Jeremiah 2:21, Ezekiel 19:10-15, Hosea
10:1-2); what does the vine represent in the Old Testament? Who plants/tends
the vineyard, and what happened to it?

2. Jesus regularly uses the vineyard image in his teaching but he now redefines
the imagery. How is this new concept in John 15 similar to the Old Testament
imagery and how is it a departure from the familiar ideas?

3. Branches must bear fruit or they will be cut off by the Father (15:2), and the
branches that bear fruit will be pruned to increase their yield. Can you think of
a specific example in your life in which you knew you were being “pruned”?
How is the pruning in v.2 related to being “clean” in v.3?
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4. The word “remain” may have jumped out at you in this passage due to sheer
repetition. Verses 5-6 are key descriptors of what happens when we remain in
Christ and a warning of what happens if we don’t. What is this metaphor saying
about bearing fruit?

5. What does it look like for you personally to remain in Christ? How do you do
this, and what are the outcomes? What are some ways that you know you are
failing to abide in Christ?

6. Verses 12 and 17 both include Jesus’ command to love each other. List some of
the characteristics of this love that Jesus speaks of within v.12-17. How can you
embody this in your life?

7. What is the significance of being called friends of God (v.13-16)?

Pray

Praise God that he calls us his friends, and that he promises us fruitfulness and
answers to prayer if we abide in him.
Thank him that when we remain in him, we don’t stay the same but are continually
being pruned so that we may grow in godliness and produce good fruit.
Ask God to continue to keep us connected to the life-giving love that Jesus gives.
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Growth Core #6
Start

Share any progress, obstacles or setbacks in your Christian walk since your last
meeting.

Share
1. The vine and the vineyard were important images in Old Testament Judaism;
read Psalm 80:7-9 and Isaiah 5:3-5. How does Jesus redefine this imagery in John
15?

2. As you read through the passage, what word jumps out because of sheer
repetition? What does the emphasis on “remaining” stress in the passage? What
are some practical realities of what this looks like, according to the passage?

3. The two great blessings promised to us as we abide/remain in Christ and in his
word are fruitfulness (15:5) and answered prayer (15:7). What are some ways
that you personally remain in Christ, and what are some of the outcomes? How
do you know when you are failing to abide in Christ?

Prayer

Praise God that he calls us his friends, and that he promises us fruitfulness and
answers to prayer if we abide in him.
Thank him that when we remain in him, we don’t stay the same but are continually
being pruned so that we may grow in godliness and produce good fruit.
Ask God to continue to keep us connected to the life-giving love that Jesus gives.
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Study 7: World/Disciples
Start

Have you ever been hated by someone? Who hated you and why? Was there
anything you could have done to deter their hatred or change their attitude towards
you?

Read

John 15:18-16:4a and describe any words or ideas you found noteworthy.

Think & talk
1. In your own words, summarise in a sentence what Jesus is teaching and
warning the disciples in this section. How does Jesus’ own personal experience
and ministry lend weight to what he is saying?

2. What are some practical outworkings of Jesus’ caution that his followers do not
belong to the world? How have you experienced this personally? What has the
cost of discipleship looked like for you?

3. If you have not experienced much in the way of hostility or opposition, what
does this suggest about your discipleship or your faith?
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4. How can we balance Jesus’ teaching here about the “hatred of the world” with
other passages such as Matthew 9:37 and John 3:16?

5. Verses 15:26-16:4a are now Jesus’ third promise of the Spirit. What does this
passage add to what we’ve already learned about the promise and function of
the Spirit in us? Can you think of any other passages that convey these
promises?

6. Jesus’ point in these final verses is that to know in advance about the social
consequences and suffering that come with discipleship is to be equipped.
From 1 Peter 4:12-14 and 2 Tim 3:12-17 how are we equipped for potential
suffering and persecution? How can we further equip ourselves so that we will
not “fall away”?

Pray

Praise God for his Spirit, who equips us for endurance and for every good work that
God might have for us.
Repent for the times your life has reflected the values of the world around you
rather than the values of Christ.
Ask God for the courage and faith to stand firm and follow Jesus’ example when
times of suffering come.
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Growth Core #7
Start

Share any progress and confess any sin in your Christian walk since your last
meeting.

Share

1. Jesus is honest here with his disciples about the cost of following him, and that
the hatred he has endured will be something they experience too. What has the
cost of discipleship looked like for you? If you have not experienced much in the
way of hostility or opposition, what does this say to you about your discipleship
or your faith?

2. How can we balance Jesus’ teaching here about the “hatred of the world” with
other passages such as Matthew 9:37 and John 3:16?

3. How does Jesus’ third promise of the Spirit in verses 15:26-16:4a, specifically in
this context of persecution and suffering, add to what we’ve already learned
about the promise and function of the Spirit? How does this promise and Jesus’
warnings in this passage equip his disciples so they will not “fall away” (16:1)?

Prayer

Praise God for his Spirit, who equips us for endurance and for every good work that
God might have for us.
Ask for forgiveness for the times we have conformed more to the world than to the
values of Christ.
Pray that God might help us to boldly endure times of trials and persecutions with
the help of his Spirit.
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Study 8: The Spirit #2
Start

Have you ever had to leave your family or friends for a significant amount of time?
How did/do you deal with that absence?

Read

John 16:5-33 and share any opening observations.

Think & talk

1. How can it possibly be good that Jesus is leaving the disciples, after 3 years of
intense life and ministry together?

2. What does it mean for the Holy Spirit to convict the world in regard to sin?

3. What does it mean for the Holy Spirit to convict the world in regards to
righteousness?
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4. What does it mean for the Holy Spirit to convict the world in regards to
judgment?

5. How did Jesus say the Spirit would help the disciples (v.12-15), and what does
that mean for us today?

6. The second half of John 16 (v.17-33) focuses on the disciples’ grief at the passing
of Jesus. What encouragement does the final verse hold for all of Jesus’ disciples?

Pray

Praise God for his Holy Spirit, for his gracious work of convicting us of sin,
righteousness and judgement, so that we might turn and trust in Jesus
Praise Jesus for overcoming the world through his death and resurrection.
Ask that we might be prepared for trouble but encouraged that Jesus has overcome
it.
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Growth Core #8
Start

Share any progress, obstacles or setbacks in your Christian walk since your last
meeting.

Share

1. Read John 13:5-16. What does it mean for the Holy Spirit to convict the world of
guilt in regards to sin, righteousness and judgment? Have you experienced this in
your life?

2. How will the Spirit help the first disciples (v.12-15) and what does that mean for
us today?

3. The second half of John 16 (v.17-33) focuses on the disciples’ grief at Jesus’
departure. How does v.33 give us encouragement now that Jesus has left the
earth?

Prayer

Praise God for his Holy Spirit, for his gracious work of convicting us of sin,
righteousness and judgement, so that we might turn and trust in Jesus
Praise Jesus for overcoming the world through his death and resurrection.
Ask that we might be prepared for trouble but encouraged that Jesus has overcome
it.
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Notes:
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Notes:
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