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Introduction 

This Material 
Each week there are three devotions for you to do based on the passage we looked at 
the week before in Church and Kids Church. 

Each devotion has an Introduction Question (to get you thinking about what the 
devotion is about), an Explore the Bible section (with some questions to help you think 
about the passage), an Apply to Us section (where you can think about how this passage 
affects you and your family) and a Prayer section (with some prayer suggestions that 
come out of the passage).  

There is also an Activity Suggestion section at the beginning of each week if you’re 
interested in doing it. Choose one of the options to do together during the week. 

Bible Version 
In Kids Church, we use a version of the Bible called the ERV (Easy to Read Version) and 
so these studies have been prepared using that version. If you would like to purchase a 
copy of this version of the Bible you can do so from the Office. There are two different 
types available: 1) an Illustrated Bible for $25; or 2) a smaller black hard-cover bible for 
$10. 

We pray that these devotions will be beneficial for you and your family and we’d love to 
hear how you go using them. 
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Week 1 
Colossians 1:1-14 

Activity Suggestions:  
• Letter writing - Write a letter to someone to encourage them to keep trusting and 

following Jesus. Perhaps you could tell them what you love about trusting and 
following Jesus? You could share with them why you think Jesus is so great? Do you 
have a favourite Bible verse you can tell them about?  

• Thankfulness Tree - On a piece of paper, whiteboard, chalkboard or something else 
you have in your place to draw on, draw a big tree. Use some post-it notes (or pieces 
of paper cut out as leaves) to write or draw pictures of things you’re thankful for. 
Keep adding leaves onto your Thankfulness Tree during the week. 
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Devotion 1: The Letter 
Colossians 1:1-2 

Introduction: 
• How would you describe the Christians at St Matts?  

Explore the Bible: 
Read Colossians 1:1-2 
• Who wrote this letter? (v 1) 

• What do you know about Paul? 

• Paul was in prison in Rome when he wrote this letter. Can you find Rome on the map? 

• Who is the letter written to? (v 2) 

• How does Paul describe them? 

• The church in Colossae met in the house of Philemon. Paul wrote Philemon a letter 
too - Can you find it in your Bible? Can you find Colossae on the map? 

• Paul wrote lots of letters to churches. Can you think of  any other letters he wrote? 

Paul loved to write letters to churches to encourage them to keep trusting and following 
Jesus. 

Apply to Us: 
• Read verse 2 again. Think about Paul describes the Colossians. How was that the 

same or different to the way you described us at St Matts? 

Pray: 
• Thank God for Paul’s letter to the Colossians. 
• Pray that you will grow as you learn from this letter. 
• Pray for some of your friends and family who love Jesus - pray they will keep loving 

and trusting him. 
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Devotion 2: Thank God 
Colossians 1:3-8 

Introduction: 
• What are some of the things you’re most thankful to God for?  

Explore the Bible: 
Read Colossians 1:3-8 
• What does Paul thank God for? (vs 3-4)  

• Why does their faith and love continue to grow? (v 5) 

• What is the Good News (gospel) doing throughout the world? (v 6)  

• Where else is the gospel growing? (v 6) 

• How did the Colossians hear about Jesus? (v 7) 

Paul thanks God for the Colossians, even though he hadn’t met them. He’s thankful for 
their trust in Jesus and their love for those around them. He is also thankful for how the 
gospel is growing in the Colossians and all around the world. 

Apply to Us: 
• How can you see the gospel growing in you and your family?  

• How is God using you to share the gospel with those around you? 

Pray: 
• Thank God that you have heard the gospel and put your trust in Jesus. 
• Pray that you will continue to grow in your relationship with Jesus. 
• Pray for some of your friends and family who don’t know Jesus - pray that God will 

use you to help them come to know him. 
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Devotion 3: Paul’s Prayer 
Colossians 1:9-14 

Introduction: 
• What are some of the things you regularly pray for?  

Explore the Bible: 
Read Colossians 1:9-14 
• What has Paul been doing since he heard about the Colossians? (v 9)  

• Paul prays for 2 things for the Colossians. What is his first prayer? (v 9) 

• How will this first prayer help the Colossians? (v10) 

• What is Paul’s second prayer? (v 11) 

• How will the Colossians feel about this? (vs 11b-12) 

• Paul reminds the Colossians about what God has done for them (and us). What do 
they have to be thankful for? (vs 13-14) 

Paul prays: 1) that the Colossians will LEARN more about what pleases God and this will 
help them to DO what pleases him; and 2) that God will strengthen them so they can 
keep trusting him. 

Apply to Us: 
• What kinds of things please God? What things do you do that please God?  

• How can you keep growing in the things that please God? 

• How does it feel to know that God’s power strengthens you to keep obeying Jesus? 

• How could you use Paul’s prayers for the Colossians to help you pray for each other? 

Pray: 
• Pray for each member of your family.  
• Pray that God will help you to LEARN more about what pleases him through reading 

the Bible and that he will help you DO it. 
• Pray that God’s power will strengthen each of you to keep trusting and following him. 
• Thank God that he saved you. 
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Week 2 
Colossians 1:15-23 

Activity Suggestions:  
• Who is Jesus? - Make a poster that grows as you learn more about Jesus this week. 

Perhaps the kids can draw pictures or write on the poster the things they learn about 
Jesus? 

• Art Gallery - Using whatever craft or artistic supplies your house has (even if simply 
pencils and textas), make an artwork together that expresses the Jesus you meet in 
these verses of Colossians. 
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Devotion 1: Jesus the Powerful Creator 
Colossians 1:15-17 

Introduction: 
• What do you love best about Jesus?  

Explore the Bible: 
Read Colossians 1:15-17 
• What do you learn about Jesus in these verses?  

• Does anything surprise you or stand out to you? 

Paul says Jesus is God, the creator of all things, and the one who keeps everything 
going. 

• What is something you love in creation?  

• What would happen if Jesus stopped looking after creation? (v 17)  

Apply to Us: 
• What do you find most amazing about what you’ve learnt about Jesus today?  

• Is this different to what you said at the beginning? 

Pray: 
• Spend some time praising God for who Jesus is. 
• Thank God for his creation, including each member of your family. 
• Pray that you would grow to love Jesus more and more. 
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Devotion 2: Jesus is the Best 
Colossians 1:18 

Introduction: 
• What do you love best about being a part of our church?  

Explore the Bible: 
Read Colossians 1:18 
• What do you learn about Jesus in these verses?  

• Does anything surprise you or stand out to you? 

• Who is Christ’s body?  

• Why do you think Paul describes the church as a body? 

• Why is Jesus the greatest? 

• Who else will be raised from the dead? 

Paul says that we are part of Jesus’ body and that one day will get resurrected bodies to 
live forever with him. For these reasons (and many from the verses before) Paul says that 
Jesus is the greatest. 

Apply to Us: 
• What do you find most amazing about what you’ve learnt about Jesus today?  

• How can you love and care for Christ’s body - the church? 

• What are you looking forward to most about living in heaven as part of God’s family - 
the church? 

Pray: 
• Spend some time praising God for who Jesus is. 
• Thank God for the Church - Jesus’ body. 
• Pray for different things that are going on at St Matts right now. 
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Devotion 3: Jesus our Saviour 
Colossians 1:19-23 

Introduction: 
• Can you think of a time when you had a fight with someone and made up again?  

Explore the Bible: 
Read Colossians 1:19-23 
• What were the Colossians in the past? (v 21) 

• What are they now? (v 22a) 

• How did this happen? (v 22b) 

• What are they like now? (v 22c) 

• What are the Colossians to do now? (v 23) 

God has saved us through the death and resurrection of Jesus alone - there is nothing 
that we can do. But once we’ve become a Christian, we have something to do. We are 
called to keep trusting and following Jesus each and every day of our lives.  

Apply to Us: 
• What can we do to help us to continue believing the Good News (gospel) about 

Jesus, remain strong in our faith and not give up hope?  

• How can our church family help us with this? 

Pray: 
• Thank God that he saved us through Jesus’ death on the cross. 
• Thank God for our church family who can help us to keep loving and trusting Jesus. 
• Pray that we will continue believing the Good News (gospel) about Jesus, remain 

strong in our faith and not give up hope. 
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Week 3 
Colossians 1:24-2:5 

Activity Suggestions:  
• Obstacle Course - You could set up an obstacle course in your backyard or in a park 

to run through to remind you about the hard things Paul went through so that you 
could hear the gospel. Perhaps you could have a really great reward at the end to 
encourage you? 

• Favourite Bible Verses - What are some of your favourite Bible verses? Perhaps you 
could put them up around your house to help to remind you to keep growing in your 
understanding of the gospel? 
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Devotion 1: The Good News about Jesus 
Colossians 1:24-29 

Introduction: 
• Who do you know that doesn’t love Jesus yet?  

Explore the Bible: 
Read Colossians 1:24-29 
• What is Paul’s special work? (v 25)  

• What is special about this message? (v 26) 

• What is the secret truth? (v 27)  

• How does Paul tell people this message? (v 28) 
  

• What is Paul trying to do? (v 28) 

• Does Paul find this work easy? (vs 24, 29) 

Paul’s super important work was to share the complete message of God. And the 
surprising thing about this message was that Jesus, the Promised King or Messiah, 
wasn’t just for the Jews but for the Gentiles too - US! It wasn’t easy work, but Paul 
thought it was certainly worth it. 

Apply to Us: 
• Are there times that you find it hard to tell people about Jesus?  

• Is there anything in this passage that can encourage you when you find it hard? 

• What’s one thing you can do this week to share the Good News (gospel) about Jesus 
with someone you know? 

Pray: 
• Thank God for the Good News about Jesus. 
• Thank God that he has saved you. 
• Pray that he will help you share the Good News (gospel)  with someone you know 

even when it’s difficult. 

�18



Devotion 2: Paul’s Hardships 
2 Corinthians 11:23-29 

Introduction: 
• What’s the worst thing that’s happened to you?  

Lots of really hard things happened to Paul because he wanted people to know about 
Jesus. Let’s have a look at some of them. 

Explore the Bible: 
Read 2 Corinthians 11:23-29  
• What has happened to Paul since he began serving Jesus?  

• Which of the horrible things that have happened to Paul surprise you the most? 

• Why do you think  Paul put up with all these things?  

• What is more important to Paul than his safety and well being? 

Paul’s main concern was that people heard about Jesus. It didn’t matter to him that it was 
hard or painful for him, he just wanted people to have the opportunity to hear the Good 
News (gospel) and be saved.  

Apply to Us: 
• How does hearing about all the hard things Paul has been through make you feel?  

• Does Paul’s attitude encourage you when you find it hard telling others about Jesus? 

Pray: 
• Thank God for Paul. Thank God that he worked so hard so that many people could 

hear the Good News (gospel). 
• Thank God that because of Paul, we have heard the Good News (gospel) here in 

Australia. 
• Pray that God will help us to be strong and tell people about Jesus even when it’s 

hard. 
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Devotion 3: The Good News in Us 
Colossians 2:1-5 

Introduction: 
• Who are some of the people who have helped teach you God’s Word?  

Explore the Bible: 
Read Colossians 2:1-5 
• What is Paul doing for the Colossians and those in Laodicea? (v 1) 

• What is the work he is doing for them? (1:25) 

• How will the Good News (gospel) of Jesus change the Colossians (Paul talks about 5  
different things)? (vs 2, 4) 

• How can fully understanding the secret truth about Jesus help the Colossians know 
what is foolish and false teaching? (vs 2, 4) 

Paul put up with all the hard things that happened to him because of what it meant for 
the Colossians. He wanted them to be mature in their faith and be able to tell the 
difference between true Bible teaching and false Bible teaching so they could stay true 
to the faith. We, like the Colossians, need to keep growing too. 

Apply to Us: 
• How are you (individually and as a family) growing in your understanding of the 

Good News (gospel)? 

• Which of these characteristics can you see in yourself?  

• Which one would you like to grow in? 

Pray: 
• Thank God for those who have worked hard to teach you God’s Word. 
• Thank God for the way the Good News (gospel) of Jesus has changed you. 
• Pray that we will continue to grow in our understanding of God’s Word and be able to 

recognise false teaching. 
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Week 4 
Colossians 2:6-23 

Activity Suggestions:  
• Memory Verse - Learn Colossians 2:6-7 as a memory verse this week using a range of 

creative ways.  
- Maybe you can put actions to it? 
- Make up a song or a rap? 
- Draw a picture? 
- Say it every day? 
- Put it somewhere in your house where everyone reads it - perhaps the back of the 

toilet door? 
• Planting - plant a seed in a cup or a pot and watch it grow as you tend to it over the 

next few weeks. 
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Devotion 1: It’s ALL about the Gospel 
Colossians 2:6-7 

Introduction: 
• What’s your favourite plant or flower? What do you like about it? 

Paul uses the image of a plant being rooted in good soil and growing to describe us in 
our relationship with Jesus. 

Explore the Bible: 
Read Colossians 2:6-7  
• How did the Colossians become Christians? (v 6) 

• How are they to continue to grow as Christians? (v 6)  

• Who are they to depend on only? (v 7a) 

• What are the Colossians to keep doing? (v 7b)  

• What are they to never stop doing? (v 7c) 

Paul wants the Colossians (and us) to keep going in our relationship with Jesus by 
trusting in the Good News (gospel) about Jesus. We become Christians by trusting the 
Good News (gospel) and we continue to grow as Christians by trusting the Good News 
(gospel). 

Apply to Us: 
• Do you sometimes forget that it is the Good News (gospel) that keeps us growing in 

Jesus and think we are the ones who make that happen? In what ways?  

• What can you do to remind yourself of the Good News (gospel) each day? 

Pray: 
• Thank God for the Good News (gospel) about Jesus. 
• Pray that he will help you to continue growing in your relationship with Jesus through 

understanding the Good News (gospel) better. 
• Pray that he will help you to learn his word and to keep it stored in your mind and 

hearts for any occasion. 
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Devotion 2: Be Careful 
Colossians 2:8-10 

Introduction: 
• What are some warning signs you can think of? What are they for?  

Paul has a warning for the Colossians and us too! 

Explore the Bible: 
Read Colossians 2:8-10 
• Who does Paul warn the Colossians to be careful of? (v 8) 

• What does he remind them about Jesus? (v 9) 

• Who is the ONLY one we need? (v 10) 

Paul wanted to warn the Colossians against the false things they were being taught. He 
wanted them to remember that Jesus was the only one they needed. Just as they first 
put their trust in Jesus alone, they needed to keep growing that way.  

Apply to Us: 
• Can you think of some ways that people add to, take away from or change the Good 

News (gospel) about Jesus?  

• What can help us to know what is right and what is wrong? 

Pray: 
• Pray for those who teach the Bible at church - pray they will always teach the truth. 
• Pray that we read our Bible regularly so we will be able to tell what is true and what is 

false teaching. 
• Pray that God’s Spirit will protect us from untrue teaching and help us to stay true to 

the Good News (gospel) of Jesus. 
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Devotion 3: The Amazing Cross 
Colossians 2:13-15 

Introduction: 
• Can you think of an amazing transformation/change?  

Explore the Bible: 
Read Colossians 2:13-15 
• What were the Colossians? Why? (v 13a) 

• What are they now? (v 13b) 

• What has God done? (v 13c-14) 

• What has the cross achieved? (v 15) 

Jesus’ death on the cross changed the Colossians (and us) from being dead to being 
alive! That is the most amazing transformation! But it also defeated all the powers and 
rulers in the spiritual world. Jesus has the victory over them all! 

Apply to Us: 
• What do you think is the most amazing thing about the cross?  

• How do you feel about the fact that because Jesus died on the cross you are forgiven 
and have been made alive? 

Pray: 
• Thank God that he saved us through Jesus’ death on the cross. 
• Praise God for all the amazing things the cross has achieved. 
• Pray that more people in Manly will put their trust in Jesus and be forgiven. 
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Week 5 
Colossians 3:1-17 

Activity Suggestions:  
• Wardrobe Clean Out - go through your wardrobes and find all the clothes you don’t 

wear any more. Donate them to your favourite charity or pop them in the Anglicare 
bins at church. Use this time to remind you of things in your life that you need to put 
off. Pray that God will help you get rid of them from your life and put on the qualities 
of Jesus. 

• Attitude of Thankfulness - each night before you go to bed think of 3 things you are 
thankful for in that day. Thank God for them and share them with someone. 
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Devotion 1: To Be Like Jesus 
Colossians 3:1-4 

Introduction: 
• Can you think of something old that you threw out and replaced with something 

new? What was the old thing like? How was the new thing different? 

Paul explains that when the Colossians put their trust in Jesus, God made them into 
NEW people. 

Explore the Bible: 
Read Colossians 3:1-4 
• How does Paul describe the Colossians? (vs 1, 3) 

• How should who they are now affect how they live? (vs 1-2)  

• How will thinking about things in heaven affect the way we live on earth? (v 2) 

• What will those who are new people in Christ share in when Jesus returns? (v 4)  

Paul says that if we trust in Jesus our old life has been put to death and we have been 
raised with Jesus - we are NEW people. 

Apply to Us: 
• What are some ways that a Christian might change once they put their trust in Jesus?  

• Can you remember when you put your trust in Jesus? If you can, how have you 
changed? 

• Are there some things in your life that might still need to change to live as the new 
person that Jesus has made you? 

Pray: 
• Thank God that he made us into new people when we put our trust in Jesus. 
• Thank him for the ways he has changed you to be more like Jesus. 
• Pray that he will continue to show you the parts of your life that you need to change 

to be more like Jesus. 
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Devotion 2: Out with the Old 
Colossians 3:5-15 

Introduction: 
• Have you ever had to take off and throw out some clothing because it was old and 

full of holes?  

Paul tells the Colossians that our new life in Jesus is like taking off old clothes and 
putting new clothes on! 

Explore the Bible: 
Read Colossians 3:5-15 (NOTE: The first vice in this list is sexual sin. Parents you 
may like to skip over this one if your children are young.) 
• What does Paul say he wants us to get rid of? (vs 5, 8-9) 

• Do any of the things on this list sound like things you do?  

• How does Paul describe those who trust in Jesus now? (v 10) 

• What does Paul say he wants us to put on? (vs 12-15) 

• Which one in this list stands out the most to you?  

Since we are new people in Jesus, we need to live like it. We need to put off the things 
that don’t match up with our new life and put on the things that do.  

Apply to Us: 
• Is there one thing you’d like to work on taking off this week?  

• What are some practical ways to do that? 

• Is there one thing you’d like to work on putting on? 

• What are some practical ways to do that? 

Pray: 
• Thank God for the new life he’s given us in Jesus. 
• Pray that he will help us to put off the one thing we decided to and that he will help 

us to replace it with the thing we’d like to put on. 

�27



Devotion 3: Teach, Sing and Be Thankful 
Colossians 3:16-17 

Introduction: 
• Who’s your favourite teacher? Why?  

Paul says that he wants the Colossians to teach and encourage each other. 

Explore the Bible: 
Read Colossians 3:16-17 
• What teaching does Paul say needs to live in us richly? (v 16a)  

• What are we to do with this teaching? (v 16b) 

• What should our attitude be as we do this? (v 16c) 

• Who should we do everything for? (v 17) 

Paul says that Christ’s teaching should live in us richly. If it does, then it will flow out in 
the way we act. We will be joyfully encouraging and loving others and singing songs of 
praise to God. 

Apply to Us: 
• How can you continue to let God’s teaching live richly in you?  

• How can you be teaching and encouraging others? 

• Who could you encourage this week with God’s word? 

Pray: 
• Think of 3 things that you are thankful to God for. Thank him for them.  
• Pray that God will help you to keep growing in your love for his word. 
• Pray that you will be able to be encourage one person this week with God’s word. 
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Week 6 
Catch Up Week 

Take some time to catch up on the devotions you may have missed along the way or do 
one of the previous activities. 
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Week 7 
Colossians 3:20-21 

Activity Suggestions:  
• Encourage & Celebrate - encourage each other this week to live how God wants you 

to at home. Perhaps you could have a star chart for both parents and children and at 
the end of the week celebrate that everybody has worked hard at listening to and 
obeying God’s word? Is there something that you love to do as a family? Perhaps you 
could celebrate by doing that together at the end of the week? 
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Devotion 1: Children 
Colossians 3:20 

Introduction: 
• Kids… When was the last time your parents asked you to do something? What did 

you do? 

Paul has a lot to say about how we live with our families. We’re going to focus on 
children today and parents in the next devotion. 

Explore the Bible: 
Read Colossians 3:20 & Ephesians 6:1-3 
• What does Paul tell children to do? (Col 3:20, Eph 6:1) 

• How often does he want children to do this? (Col 3:20) 

• Why should children do this? (Col 3:20, Eph 6:1) 

• What is the commandment ? (Eph 6:2) 

• What is the promise? (Eph 6:3) 

• If you’re an adult child, how might honouring your parents look different to obeying 
them in everything? 

The promise of the land was specifically for the Israelites in the land of Canaan, but the 
promise is still true for us, that it will go well in our families if children obey their parents. 

Apply to Us: 
• Can you think of a time that obeying your parents worked out well for you? 

• Paul’s command to children seems pretty easy to understand. Why do we often find it 
so hard to do?  

• When do you find it hardest to obey your parents? 

• What’s one thing that might help you to obey your parents in those times? 

Pray: 
• Thank God that he has given you your parents. 
• Thank him for all the blessings that come from living in a home with your parents. 
• Pray that God will help you to obey your parents, especially when you find it really 

difficult. 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Devotion 2: Parents 
Colossians 3:21 

Introduction: 
• Parents, can you think of a time when you were really frustrated? What did you do?  

Today we’re going to see what Paul calls parents (specifically fathers but mothers too) to 
do. 

Explore the Bible: 
Read Colossians 3:21 & Ephesians 6:1-4 
• What does Paul tell fathers/parents to do? 

• Why should parents do this?  

• How does Paul describe those who trust in Jesus now? 

• Are parents always going to be able to make their children happy? 

• So, what do you think Paul might mean by not making them angry/upset?  

Paul is not talking about discipline or not giving into everything a child asks for. He is 
calling parents to not intentionally make their kids angry or upset to either entertain 
themselves or because they can’t be bothered to be careful about what they say.   

Apply to Us: 
• In what ways do you find parenting a joy?  

• In what ways do you find parenting difficult? 

• Do you find yourself inclined to get angry, short-tempered or speak harshly to your 
children? 

• What is one thing that might help you in these situations? 

Pray: 
• Thank God for the children he has given you. 
• Thank him for the joys you experience parenting them. 
• Pray that he will help you to be calm, patient and kind with your children. 
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Devotion 3: Home Schooling 
Proverbs 22:6 

Introduction: 
• What’s something you’ve learnt that you’ve never forgotten?  

The writer of Proverbs has some wisdom for both parents and children. 

Explore the Bible: 
Read Proverbs 22:6 
• Parents, what is your role? 

• What kinds of things should you be teaching your children?  

• What will be the outcome? 

It is a parent’s role to teach their children about God and his word, life, relationships, 
how to look after themselves and care for others and so many other things. But its also 
up to children to listen to and learn from their parents.  

Apply to Us: 
• Parents, how are you going at teaching your children in the way they need to live as 

adults?  

• What areas are you doing well and what areas could you improve? 

• Kids, how can you help your parents do this? 

• How will listening to and learning from your parents now help you as a grown up? 

Pray: 
• Thank God for families and specifically your family. 
• Parents, pray that God will continue to give you wisdom as you raise your children. 
• Kids, pray that God will help you to listen to and learn from your parents so that you 

will be wise adults one day too. 
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Week 8 
Colossians 4:2-6 

Activity Suggestions:  
• Prayer Journal - write down the things you’re praying for in a journal so that you can 

come back to it later to see how God has answered your prayers.  
• Prayer Board/Box - Find a place in your house that you could put your family’s prayer 

points. Somewhere the members of your family can add prayer points at any time. 
Use this to help you pray for your family during devotion times. You may even like to 
choose another family at church or one of our mission partners to pray for as well. 
Add a picture of them to your prayer spot and ask them for some prayer points. 

�34



Devotion 1: Never Stop Praying 
Colossians 4:2 

Introduction: 
• What do you love most about prayer? 

Explore the Bible: 
Read Colossians 4:2 
• What does Paul tell us to do? 

• What kinds of things do we need to be ready for?  

• How do you think prayer can help us to be ready? 

• What else does Paul call us to be? 

Paul says that prayer can prepare us for not only life but specifically sharing the gospel 
with those around us.  

Apply to Us: 
• Are there things that get in the road of you praying all the time? 

• Do you think being thankful helps you to want to pray more?  

• What are some things that you want to be praying for regularly? 

Pray: 
• Thank God that he is always willing and ready to listen to us. 
• Thank him that he is powerful and able to answer our prayers. 
• Pray that God will help us to grow in our love for praying and help us overcome any 

barriers that stop us praying. 
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Devotion 2: Gospel Ministers 
Colossians 4:3-4 

Introduction: 
• Who do you know that is working to tell people about Jesus?  

Explore the Bible: 
Read Colossians 4:3-4 
• What does Paul ask the Colossians to pray for him? 

• What doesn’t Paul ask them to pray for?  

• What does Paul care most about?  

As usual, Paul is more concerned about people knowing Jesus than he is about being in 
prison. He asks the Colossians to pray that he will have the opportunity to tell more 
people about Jesus and the right words to say when he does. 

Apply to Us: 
• How can you pray for those who are telling the Good News (gospel) to people 

around the world? (Think specifically of our Mission Partners and anyone else you 
know.) 

• What do you think might be some of the joys and difficulties for them in telling 
people about Jesus? 

• How can you encourage and support them as they tell people about Jesus? 

Pray: 
• Thank God for those who are telling the Good News (gospel) to people all over the 

world. 
• Thank him for their love and commitment to those they serve. 
• Pray that God will give them opportunities to talk to people and the right words to 

say. 
• Pray that many will come to know Jesus as a result of their ministries. 
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Devotion 3: Everyday Ministers 
Colossians 4:5-6 

Introduction: 
• Do you know someone who is great at telling people about Jesus? Why are they so 

good at it? 

Explore the Bible: 
Read Colossians 4:5-6 
• Who is Paul speaking to in these verses? 

• What does he tell them to do? 

• Who’s job is it to tell people about Jesus?  

• How can the way we act and speak help people to come to know Jesus? 

• How can acting or speaking foolishly stop people coming to know Jesus? 

The job of telling people about Jesus wasn’t just for Paul or evangelists or preachers. 
The job of telling people about Jesus belongs to EVERY Christian. We ALL need to be 
ready to share our faith with those around us! And so we can see why Paul started this 
section with prayer! 

Apply to Us: 
• Who do you know that doesn’t love Jesus?  

• How can you be wise in the way you act so that they can hear about Jesus? 

• How can you use your time so that they can hear about Jesus? 

• How can you be kind and wise in the way you speak so that they can hear about 
Jesus? 

Pray: 
• Pray for those you mentioned who don’t know Jesus. 
• Pray that God will give you opportunities to speak to them about Jesus. 
• Pray that he will help you act, speak and use your time wisely so that they may come 

to know Jesus. 
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Week 9 
Colossians 4:7-18 

Activity Suggestions:  
• World Map - Using a world map, mark on the map where Christians you know live all 

over the world.  Thank God for how his family is spread all over the world and is 
growing! 
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Devotion 1: Worldwide Family 
Colossians 4:7-18 

Introduction: 
• What are some of your favourite places in the world? 

Explore the Bible: 
Read Colossians 4:7-18 
• How many people does Paul talk about in this passage? 

• What kinds of things does he say about them?  

• What do we learn about God’s family from this list of people? 

• Are there any places or kinds of people that God doesn’t want in his family? 

Paul describes lots of different people from different places who all love Jesus. It shows 
us that God’s family isn’t just us here in Manly, or isn't just people like us. God’s family is 
made up of lots of different people in lots of different places. 

Apply to Us: 
• How does it make you feel to be reminded that God’s family is made up of lots of 

different people from lots of different places? 

Pray: 
• Thank God that he loves all kinds of people from all different places. 
• Thank God for the Christians you know in different parts of the world. 
• Pray that God will continue to grow his family with lots of different people from lots of 

different places. 
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