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August Romania Trip & A New Project 

“Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by so do-

ing some people have shown hospitality to angels without 

knowing it.”      
Hebrews 13:2 

 
On July 31, Ted Beitler, Mike and Gwen Habegger, Gra-

ham and Jenna Hart, Jenn Helmlinger, Dave Knuth, and Sa-
rah Lehman departed for Romania to serve Ukrainian citi-
zens displaced by the war. They served in many of the same 
capacities as previous teams from our congregation with one 
marked difference, constructing a unique housing solution.  

For team member Mike Habegger, helping with construc-
tion was second-nature. He went into the trip knowing he 
had a few things to offer—he just didn’t know exactly what 
they would need. Over the last 45 years, Mike’s work in con-
struction, estimating, design, building calculations, and sup-
ply chain management was sure to come in handy for this 
service trip. He was eager to put boots on the ground to see 
where he could use his experience and expertise. 

At first, the construction was limited to smaller projects, 
like laying carpet and hanging curtains. As the days went by, 
however, they began working on more sizable projects, cul-
minating in building a prototype of a temporary house for 
those living under the sky or in dilapidated, war-torn struc-
tures. They constructed the temporary house under the di-
rection of  Homes of Hope, a ministry of YWAM. The organi-
zation’s vision at the time of this trip was to build 100 tempo-
rary homes between August 23 and September 4. 

The team got to work, readying the fabricated insulated 
panels to serve as the walls for each home, posts to anchor 
the corners, and plans to erect the structure on a prepared 
12’x20’ cement foundation. The prototype was the first run-
through for the upcoming goal of constructing 100 homes 
just like these. The homes contain a closed off bathroom, 
corner kitchen and open concept room used for both living 
and sleeping. It was quite the exciting challenge for the men 
from Berne. Mike Habegger joked, “Our team had a great 
bunch of guys. Dave Knuth, Graham Hart, and I had useful 
skill sets that fascinated Ted Beitler as he watched us work. 
Jeff Linthicum (aka “Dad”) kept us on task.” 

Completing the task involved a few trips to the local hard-
ware. Upon observing the staff,  Mike noted they were not 
“nearly as sharp as those at ACE in Berne or Bluffton!” Other 
than a few supply runs, however, the prototype was clearly 
thought out by a friend of the YWAM staff who allowed the 
team to construct the first prototype on his own property. The 
prototype demonstrated the reality of constructing such 
homes in Cluj and also other places like in Ukrainian villages 
destroyed by warfare. The goal for the entire building project 
is to provide homes for displaced people. Ultimately, as Mike 
Habegger said, the goal is to “Help the Ukrainians build a 
new life.”  

“Cluj is in a transition. Some will come to the U.S., others 
want to go back home to Ukraine. Others have uncertain fu-
tures,” Mike observed. The Homes of Hope Facebook page 
featured the story of a woman who has since benefitted from 
a home just like the one Habegger and others from our 
church constructed. She was a 76-year-old woman living in a 
beautiful home by herself in Ukraine prior to the war. When 
her home literally melted from warfare, she managed to utilize 
her garage as a temporary home. With winter coming she 
was nervous, but trusted in God’s care which was so evident 
to her during the warfare in her city. With her new temporary 
structure on her property, she will be warm this winter and will 
likely live out the rest of her days in the small home, for which 
she is grateful. 

The Homes of Hope goal did not hit its target of 100 
homes in the allotted time frame, but continues to plod along, 
building homes as fast as their volunteer teams and funds 
allow. They have currently erected 42 temporary homes, 
some among rubble and beside war-torn homes of those 
needing shelter. The organization wrote in a Facebook post, 
“We are so thankful for each person, for the fact that they lis-
tened to God's voice, took many steps in faith, gave up their 
comfort, time, and money to come to Ukraine to build houses 
for those who have nothing left. They all did more than just 
building houses, they planted hope. Their words and actions 
spoke about Jesus.” 

Mike Habegger echoes this sentiment. He encourages 
everyone towards this effort. If someone is considering help-
ing the displaced Ukrainians by going on a trip, Mike says, 
“Do it. Be useful. Make friends of your teammates and those 
in full-time service around you. See what you can do to be 
Christ’s feet on the ground.” † 

 Project Share 
Sunday, September 25, is Project Share. Our church is 

requested to provide canned meat this month; however, all 
donations are appreciated. † 

Von Guntens Author Book 
Retired missionaries Neill & Edith Von Gunten have com-

pleted a book about their ministry journey titled, “Walking To-

gether: Intercultural Stories of Love and Acceptance.  It is a 

collection of stories covering almost 50 years of peace and 

reconciliation work that illustrates redemptive love in action. 

The Von Guntens are coming  to  Berne for a few days in Oc-

tober and will bring copies of their book for those who are 

interested. The cost is $20.00. Please contact the office at 

(260) 589-3108 by noon on Friday, October 1, if you would 

like a copy.  †  

Swiss Village Bus 
Swiss Village Residents: If you would like to be picked up 

by the church bus for Sunday a.m. services, please call the 
church office at (260) 589-3108. †  



Pruning in a Season of Fruitfulness 
“He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while 
every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be 
even more fruitful.”   John 15:2 

Our apple tree exploded with apples this summer, and 
harvesting the bounty is something to behold! However, dur-
ing late summer when the bows hung low, heavy with fruit, 
we noticed one branch almost reached the ground. Upon 
further investigation, we saw the branch had split from the 
tree because of the weight of the fruit. A few weeks later, 
another branch broke under the weight of so many apples. It 
appeared our tree underwent a natural pruning process. 

Jesus used a fruitful branch to describe the life of a be-
liever. Grafted in Him, believers can expect a life fruitful in 
ministry. Jesus explains the fruitful branches are pruned, or 
cut back, so the branch can produce even more fruit in the 
future. This picture helps us to understand seasons of disci-
pline or struggle by way of leaning more heavily on our 
source of life. Through these times, he cuts away growth in 
our lives not so that we stop growing, but, in fact, quite the 
opposite! He prunes us for a future of more effective minis-
try. 

Many believers can attest to a time of pruning in their 
own lives. Many believers experience effective ministries 
because of a season of hardship or intense training for king-
dom work. I’ve experienced it and watch others often minis-
ter out of a season of pain or discipline. However, the bro-
ken branches in my yard had me asking, “Does God prune 
us even in a season of fruitfulness?” 

I chuckled because just in that week I had experienced 
that very principle. God consistently blesses me with oppor-
tunities to minister to women. So many women long for 
growth in their spiritual lives and community with other wom-
en. It’s no wonder when I step out in faith, God blesses me 
with ministry in abundance. With the analogy of branches 
and fruit, I love to offer what God is growing in me.  

I often reflect on how God uses each one of us to hand 
out something others can really “sink their teeth into.” For 
me, that’s teaching God’s Word. For others, it’s bringing a 
meal to someone or caring for the wounded. When I look 
around at First Mennonite, I see so many ways believers are 
offering abundant fruit and life to the community through 
their own abundant life in Christ. 

Contrarily, I found myself on autopilot with my ministry to 
local women. Through the encouragement of others rather 
than the Holy Spirit, I stepped out to minister in a specific 
event. Though the event was very fruitful, (thanks to God’s 
grace and His use of the gifts of many other people) I felt 
miserable in my part. Using my own efforts and strength in-
stead of relying on the source of life, I grew weary quickly. I 
felt like that heavy apple tree branch hanging low to the 
ground.  

I watched God use the fruitfulness of my own ministry to 
cut part of it off and prune my life and ministry for whatever 
is next. Though it was difficult to admit the struggle in my 
own fruitful ministry, I can be assured that if God is pruning it 
there is more fruit to come. It may be more of the same ex-
citing work, and it may be different. I know one thing: fruit 
will come only if I abide in Christ. 

My prayer is to lean more heavily on the source of life. 
When I strive to see fruit produced from God’s kind heart but 
without the prompting of the Holy Spirit and His life in me, I 
live with heavy exhaustion. Like the branch on my apple 
tree, I see my ministry being pruned and cut back so that I 
can gain the strength and life needed for a new season of 
ministry. † 

Notes of Appreciation 

I would like to thank all of you for the cards of encourage-
ment and get well wishes you have sent to me during this time 
of waiting, surgery and waiting again. Prayers were felt as 
they helped my anxiety ease throughout the process. My nod-
ule result was benign.  I love that this church is a praying 
church and sorrows and joys can be shared and we can help 
each other.          

-Janet Dennison  
  
Dear FMC,  

Today I’m feeling nostalgic, reflecting on more than 20 
years of missionary support we’ve received from FMC across 
three countries and on two continents!   

In spite of its modest size, Berne boasts many remarkable 
missionaries, so maybe it’s no surprise that my British-Kiwi 
husband from Kenya would have Berne connections,  
too!  Andy and Dorothy Losier’s daughter Becky was a child-
hood friend of Trevor’s mum and instrumental in her salva-
tion!  

Our support-raising began in 2001 when we moved to Nai-
robi, Kenya.  Trevor was the director of West Nairobi School 
until 2008 when we took a short sabbatical and moved into 
Randy Fudge’s house on Fulton Street, a miraculous provision 
since Mary Bauman’s house, which was on the market, unex-
pectedly sold just before we could rent it!   

Whereas in Nairobi we lived behind security walls and 
stood out as foreigners, it was refreshing in this small Hoosier 
town to draw no attention hurrying our girls to the bus stop in 
the morning and rollicking in the open yard after school.  Dish-
ing out meals on Wednesday nights was equally social and 
service, and that fall our Kenya-themed Mission Fest lessons 
for the kids may not have been as memorable as Fennig’s 
elephant foot, but the Wulliman’s Sari Sari store was a close 
second.   

Then, with our Et Cetera suitcases partially packed to re-
turn to Kenya, decisions were made in our absence, and Tre-
vor’s position ended.  Heartbroken, we grieved deeply but 
found solace at FMC.  Late spring of 2009 we committed to 
Kigali International Community School and took Doug Bryan 
with us!  FMC stepped up again with financial support.   

After four years in Rwanda and seeing the completion of a 
library-science building and accreditation, those same Et 
Cetera suitcases traveled to Manila, Philippines where we 
joined Roberta’s parents for their final four years at Faith 
Academy.  Later, remaining in the Philippines and separated 
from two of our three kids in American universities, God led us 
to take over the directorship of The Butterfly Project, a shelter 
for sexually abused and exploited Filipinas, forever altering 
our paths.  

Now, for the first time in over 20 years, we are remaining 
in the U.S. for at least two consecutive years to provide trau-
ma-informed care for underage abuse victims.  Roberta is a 
house guardian for sexually exploited and trafficked girls.  Tre-
vor recently joined the behavior response team at Hope Acad-
emy, a charter school for kids with complex trauma.  Although 
these demanding employments require a specific calling, emo-
tional grounding, and the wisdom of experience, both are entry
-level positions, a possible indication of society’s lack of value 
for wounded children.  

FMC, THANK YOU for partnering with us for the last 21 
years, first to educate and disciple international and mission-
ary youth, and recently to nurture vulnerable and exploited 
children.  

  With deep gratitude and praise to our Provider,  
 Trevor and Roberta Maxwell  † 



English Classes Offer Hope and 
Learning 
 Every Monday and Wednesday afternoon in a class-
room in the Family Life Center, about 15 Ukrainian people 
gather to learn English. They are attentive students, eager 
to learn for their success. There are two groups of students, 
sometimes learning together and sometimes separating to 
learn. One group understands and speaks English fairly 
well. The other group is learning English for the first time. 

 Mary Zuercher, Debby Neuenschwander, and Barb 
Wulliman facilitate the two-hour class. Mary’s 43 years of 
experience teaching hearing-impaired students the “written” 
and “spoken” English is a gold mine. She teaches unfamil-
iar sounds while the students practice letters, combinations 
of letters, words, and phrases.  

 Debby’s expertise in teaching a foreign language helps 
the class as they learn nuances of tone and conversational 
English. They practice with vocabulary photo cards, saying 
the words identified with objects altogether as a class. They 
practice emphasizing syllables in words, using the correct 
articles with words (like “a”). These skills are valuable to 
those learning English for the first time. 

 The group learning English for the first time uses a tra-
ditional classroom atmosphere. Students number their 
notebook paper and look to a screen to write words in Eng-
lish that label pictures portrayed there. There is much mum-
bling amongst the students in Ukrainian while they try to 
figure out which words to write and how to spell them. The 
students work together with the coaching of Debby to com-
plete assignments in learning vocabulary words and 
phrases. 

 Conversational English class looks much different than 
class for the students learning English for the first time. Stu-
dents in this class came to know English for a variety of 
reasons. One student studied English linguistics at the uni-
versity level in the Ukraine; however, she attributes her un-
derstanding and ability to communicate well to the job she 
had as a remote worker interacting with English-speakers. 
One of the 18-year-old students communicates well but 
thinks she has a long way to go because she was learning 
English for herself and reading the English literature her 
teacher assigned. Understanding English through reading 
is much different than understanding English in spoken 
conversation.  

 Monday, September 19, the conversation turned to 
“cousins” and the phrase “small world.” The questions 
arose about the meaning of “cousins”. Mary took the oppor-
tunity to explain a short family tree with the words like 
“sister,” “aunt,” “first cousins,” etc. The conversation then 
turned to food and the various dishes and differences be-
tween Ukrainian dishes and American dishes. Understand-
ing food words, like kinds of spices, takes intentionality. 
Mary explained that the students around the conversation 
learning table are allowed to ask any question to begin a 
discussion. Many of the questions come from misunder-
stood words or phrases used that were not completely un-
derstood. The conversation is a two-way conversation to 
help the students practice speaking and listening. 

 The students come to class from around the Bluffton 
and Berne area. They look forward to using the words and 
phrases they are learning in conversation with people as 
they learn to live in our communities. They understand the 
importance of learning the language for future jobs and 
connections around the community. This task is difficult, but 
the students find great hope in knowing the language of the 
people around them. † 

Among Our People 
Anita Wenger had surgery at Parkview. 

Andy Dawson had surgery. † 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Wednesday Evening Opportunities 
Join us on Wednesday evenings for a time of fellowship, 

fun, and spiritual growth. The Fellowship Meal begins at 5:45 
p.m. and classes for all ages start at 7:00 p.m.  

 Adults: In the chapel, Rev. Gary Aupperle continues his 
series "Nothing but the Truth!" Absolute truth does exist! 
The main source of truth for believers is the Bible and we 
have to know and apply the Word consistently in our lives. 
This study addresses how we apply that truth to the chang-
ing values in our culture; and looks at the dangerous doc-
trines of Progressive Christianity trying to infiltrate the 
church.  

 Youth: Meet in the Youth Room 

 Elementary Kids: We have begun "Bible Drills, Skills, and 
Thrills."  Over the course of the year, kids will memorize 25 
scriptures, 10 key passages, and all of the books of the 
Bible! We will focus on navigating through and getting the 
big picture of how it is organized. Kids will earn “Bible 
Bucks" for their accomplishments and spend them on priz-
es throughout the year. 

 Ages 4-K: Meet in the room at the bottom of the ramp 

 Ages 0-3: Meet in the Toddler Nursery † 
 

Community Support for Ukrainian 
Families and their Hosts 
Physical Needs: Check the bulletin board outside the of-
fice to see specific physical needs.  
 
Items currently listed on the board are: 

 window air conditioners 

 40- inch or larger flat screen TV 

 early/easy reader books 

 materials for kids’ prayer blankets 

 rental properties 

 various sizes of bicycles 

See Chris Hyman for more information. 

Freezer Meals: There is now a freezer available clearly 
marked “Ukraine Friends” in the pantry of the main kitchen. If 
you would like to prepare a meal for families to use at their con-
venience, please make sure it is in disposable containers and 
clearly marked with contents and cooking directions. There is 
not going to be a sign-up (at this point). If there is room in the 
freezer, make something! If not, bring it back later! † 
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events in the church. 

  Senior Pastor ......................... Jeff Linthicum 

 Editor ..................................... Lana Shoaf  

 Among Our People ................ Jim Schwartz 



 Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. POSTAGE 

Paid 

Berne, Indiana 

Permit No. 53 

    Address Service Requested 

 

 

 

y

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

OCTOBER 2022
1

2   

10AM: "Jesus and Hospitality" - Pastor Jeff 

Linthicum

Corn Hole, Chili & "3 Kents" at Fellowship Point   

Offering for Church Camp

       

3 

     

 


4  

          6:30PM:

    Sunshine Hour            

5  

              7PM:

   Dr. Mark Harmon

     Grace College

    

   

6

      

        

7

      

        

8

9    

10AM: "Hospitality in Action" - Pastor Jeff 

Linthicum

Evening Service: Brian Fox

Offering

10   

   

11  

          6:30PM:

    Sunshine Hour  

12 

             7PM:

   Dr. Mark Harmon

     Grace College

13 14    15

16   

10AM: "How Long?" - Pastor Jeff Linthicum

Evening Service: Brian Fox

Offering

17 18  

          6:30PM:

    Sunshine Hour  

19 

        No Evening    

           Service 

        (fall break)        

20    21    22

23   

10AM: "Silence in His Presence" - Pastor Jeff

 Linthicum    

Evening Service: "My Story" with Paul & Barb 

Lehman

Offering for Global Disciples

24 25  

          6:30PM:

     Sunshine Hour              

26  

           7PM:

   Dr. Mark Harmon

     Grace College

       

27 28

   

29

30   

10AM: "I Will Rejoice" - Pastor Jeff Linthicum

No Evening Service (5th Sunday)

Offering 

31  

   

   

    


