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Getting to Know Pastor Peter 

Perhaps you have seen a gray-haired man with an 

accent mingling amongst the tables at a Wednesday 

night fellowship meal. Each Wednesday evening he 

makes his way back to a classroom with a full circle of 

Ukrainian friends. There he leads them, along with a few 

volunteers from First Mennonite. His name is Pastor Pe-

ter, and our church is privileged to know him and hum-

bled by the help he gives to those in our congregation. 

Pastor Peter was born in Paraguay, South America. 

There, he inherited the Guarani culture and has little 

Mennonite background. His parents immigrated to Para-

guay from Ukraine because of political problems. Para-

guay was the only country in 1930 willing to accept dis-

placed people from Ukraine. Peter’s father began helping 

Mennonite people from the former Soviet Union coming 

through China to Paraguay with the CMM. As a result, in 

the northern part of Paraguay there is a very large popu-

lation of Mennonites in the Chaco. 

Peter grew up learning Spanish at school and in cul-

ture. He learned Ukrainian language at home, and stud-

ied the Russian language in Argentina. For a few years 

he taught at CEMTA in Asuncion, Paraguay, which is a 

seminary of the Mennonite Church connected to Newton, 

Kansas. Peter and his wife spent 18 years in the former 

Soviet Union, in and out of different countries. They al-

ways returned to Fort Wayne, because when he and his 

wife came to the States for the first time, they purchased 

a house in Fort Wayne. 

Now, Peter works for Fort Wayne Community 

Schools and also works a double-shift on Sundays, pas-

toring two congregations. Sunday early morning he goes 

to Emmanuel, which is bilingual. He preaches in English 

and then translates it himself into Spanish. Then at noon, 

in the south part of Fort Wayne, they serve at Eben-Ezer 

which is all in Spanish. In addition, Peter and his wife, 

with the help of two Fort Wayne congregations, are still 

working in Ukraine, Cuba, Mexico, Honduras and Guate-

mala. Peter’s biggest passion is Central Asia and the 

Muslim world. Peter has published several books in the 

Kyrgyz language and he goes there as much as possible. 
 

Peter is married to Thelma, who was originally from 

Costa Rica. Together they have a son, Andrey, and a 

daughter, Andrea. They have four grandchildren: Tallinn, 

Maksim, Ellie and Sasha.  

Peter’s connection to First Mennonite Church came 

from a mutual friend, Eldon Claassen. One day Peter re-

ceived a phone call from Eldon Claassen, asking if he 

spoke Ukrainian. When the answer was “yes,” Eldon 

asked if they could meet to talk about a need with Ukraini-

an refugees. So, on the morning of Thursday, August 4, 

they sat down at McDonald’s with a cup of coffee. Eldon 

invited Tad and Barb Wulliman and together they created 

a plan to best help the Ukrainians at First Mennonite. 

They invited Pastor Peter to lead a group every Wednes-

day evening during the regular programming after the fel-

lowship meal.  

(Pastor Peter continued on page 2) 

 
Renew Curriculum 

The Renew curriculum project produced by First Men-

nonite is blessing churches and growing in distribution. 

Starting with the Winter quarterly in 2021-2022, the Re-

new curriculum leader guide and participants’ guide has 

been distributed quarterly. The current Spring quarterly is 

the sixth published quarterly from the series, with the 

2023 Summer and Winter quarterlies in various stages of 

completion.  

More than 22 churches are using Renew curriculum in 

their adult Sunday school classes. Quarterlies are sent to 

congregations from Pennsylvania, Iowa, Ohio, Indiana, 

Kansas, and New York. These are churches from the 

Lancaster Mennonite Conference and EVANA Confer-

ence. Recent interest from the Conservative Mennonite 

Conference may add to the publication’s distribution. 

Churches using the material are thankful for First Men-

nonite’s initiative to bring such content to them at an af-

fordable price. One church said, “Thank you so much for 

the wonderful curriculum. Our group really enjoys reading 

it!” Another church appreciates the content and says, 

“Thank you for leading this project. We are enjoying the 

materials and approach immensely.” 

(Renew Curriculum continued on page 3) 



Meant to Share 
“Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, 

and to be generous and willing to share.” 

1 Timothy 6:18 

Two weeks ago, my father brought me a gift from a 

tea farm on Jeju Island off the coast of South Korea. The 

box, neatly printed in Korean characters, nested eight 

smaller, brightly colored boxes. Each box contained three 

tea bags with exotic tea names like volcanic oolong, can-

ola flower, bouquet, and orchid green. The names, print-

ed in both Korean characters and English letters, in-

trigued my senses and I longed to savor the novelty of 

such an exquisite gift. 

I tend to savor unique and delightful gifts from far 

away places, wanting to preserve them for the perfect 

occasion. Often, I tuck them away, safe from accidental 

consumption by a hungry teen or the curious fingers coat-

ed in banana peel slime of the youngest or the quick-to-

dispose hand of a husband who despises cluttered coun-

ter tops. How I long for the gift to be savored for its worth 

and not thoughtlessly consumed, damaged, or tossed in 

the trash. This is why I tuck away such things. 

However, when I watched the delight on my own fam-

ilies’ faces at the colorful and intriguing boxes of tea, I 

vowed to try an experiment. What if we indulged in the 

tea ourselves? Or what if I shared it with friends right 

away? I knew this meant the tea wouldn’t last as long as I 

felt it deserved, but at least it would be enjoyed. Right 

away, I decided this would be a gift shared among us, 

unguarded and served with generosity. 

I prepared a cup of tea for myself that day, and my 

teenager did the same. We enjoyed every last drop, tast-

ing flavors never before tickling our taste buds. We chat-

ted about the notes of flavor and raved of the uniqueness 

rising in the steam of our cups. Then, I invited a friend 

and her daughters over to indulge, getting out the china-

ware and playing up an afternoon tea with white choco-

late raspberry scones. I invited another friend for a deep 

discussion, adding the tea as an element of value in the 

community.  The kids all enjoyed it, too, as I encouraged 

them to try another flavor. 

It’s when I accept the gift with great gratitude and 

share it among others that I gain the most from both the 

gift and from God’s generosity to me. Others are blessed 

by it, too, and it soon becomes a gift that keeps on giving. 

Unlike the exotic tea from Jeju Island, the gifts God gives 

each one are truly unique and essential to share. For 

when we share those gifts, we experience a greater pic-

ture of the image of God stamped in each one of us. His 

kindness toward us is meant to share. † 

(Pastor Peter continued from page 1) 

The meetings on Wednesday evenings have two 

main purposes. First, Pastor Peter and the volunteers 

answer questions about whatever they need to know that 

week—may it be a legal question, a cultural question, or 

a question about education. Second, Pastor Peter helps 

them emotionally and spiritually, so they may know and 

understand Christianity and come to know Jesus Christ 

as their Savior. For that purpose, at the end of every 

meeting Peter reads a Bible story and explains Biblical 

truths. Then they pray. In the prayers Pastor Peter in-

cludes personal needs, family concerns for those back in 

Ukraine, prayers over the war and the entire nation. 

One week, Pastor Peter brought the worship team 

from his Fort Wayne church. Another time, Peter orga-

nized an authentic Mexican meal provided by the people 

from his Fort Wayne congregation and served during our 

Wednesday night meal. At Christmas, Peter organized 

gifts of clothing, shoes, TVs and computers. The most 

help, however, has come through their fellowship. The 

group leaders and those in attendance listen to their sto-

ries of tragedy and cry together. Most of the Ukrainians 

who attend do not know the Lord as Savior and have 

never experienced a personal relationship. Our purpose 

is to help them to understand the culture, language, and 

food while also helping in the process of healing and 

growing spiritually. 

Pastor Peter encourages First Mennonite to pray. He 

says, “Our Ukrainian friends need a lot of support emo-

tionally. Please pray for them every day. It is not easy to 

adapt to a different culture, people, food, and language.” 

He longs to see the Lord use the testimony of love and 

compassion to bring them into the family of God. 

As a congregation, we can support Pastor Peter 

through praying for his work among us. We can also pray 

for him, as he is scheduled to have heart surgery on April 

20. Pastor’s Peter’s heart for Jesus and bringing people 

into the knowledge of salvation helps further the work at 

First Mennonite. May the Lord grant him a healthy heart 

as he continues in this great work. † 

 

 

Among Our People 
Paul Lehman was admitted to Bluffton Regional be-

cause of an infection 

Ted Lautzenheiser spent a few days at Adams Memo-

rial with stomach pains. 

Tom Ninde had outpatient knee replacement sur-

gery.† 

 



(Renew Curriculum continued from page 1) 

The team of eight writers who create the content for 

Renew work consistently throughout the year with vari-

ous deadlines in each stage of publication. The project 

began with six writers and has grown. Three of the origi-

nal writers in the group began in initial discussions, 

dreaming of creating an Evangelical Anabaptist Sunday 

School curriculum and are still on the writing team. Re-

new also involves content editors, theology editors, a 

copy editor, a designer, a proofreader, and an adminis-

trator. The team’s work is filling a need. One church re-

cently said, “We are very appreciative for all your re-

sources that contribute in making it quality material.” 

Please continue to pray for each person involved in the 

process. May the Lord be glorified and people know Him 

better because of their work.† 

 
Homegoing 

Clyde Don Wulliman, 79, of Berne, Indiana, 

passed away Saturday morning, March 4, 2023, at his 

residence following a courageous battle with cancer. He 

was born on Sunday, November 14, 1943, in Berne, Indi-

ana to the late Fred Curtis Wulliman and the late Ger-

trude M. (Sprunger) Wulliman.  Clyde was united in mar-

riage to Marjorie Jean Lehman on February 27, 1971, at 

First Mennonite Church in Berne, Indiana, celebrating 52 

years together. 

He was a faithful member of First Mennonite Church 

in Berne and sang in the Chancel Choir. Prior to moving 

back to Berne, Clyde was an active member of Tillman 

Road Church of God in Fort Wayne, Indiana, for 40 

years. 

Clyde is survived by his wife of 52 years, Marjorie J. 

Wulliman of Berne, Indiana; son, Wade A. (Kelly) Wulli-

man of Murphy, Texas; son, S. Clay (Annie) Wulliman of 

Coldwater, Michigan; brother, Curtis Van (Sharon) Wulli-

man of Berne, Indiana; brother, Roscoe Wulliman of 

Berne, Indiana; sister, Roberta Pauline Bertsch of Val-

paraiso, Indiana; sister, Joyce Wilkins of Berne, Indiana; 

sister, Grace (Ron) Claghorn of Berne, Indiana; sister, 

Gyneth (Mike) Sutton of Berne, Indiana; and four grand-

children, Anika Jean (Jake) Payne, Enya Joy Wulliman, 

Ethan Clay Wulliman, and Abbie Elizabeth Thatcher. 

He was preceded in death by two sisters-in-law, Lois 

Wulliman, and Connie Wulliman; and brother-in-law, Tom 

Wilkins. † 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes of Appreciation 

We would like to thank the congregation of First Men-

nonite Church for all your prayers and support for our 

family during this season of mourning at the loss of our 

father, Kendall. We would like to give a special shout out 

to everyone involved in his funeral service as well as 

those who provided food and served at his funeral dinner. 

Our father took great pleasure in serving others. Your 

acts of service do well in honoring him. 

Sincerely,  

The Lehman Family:  

Josh, Andrew, and Benjamin 

Dear friends,  

Thank you so much for blessing the clients of the 

Hope Clinic with the wonderful shower of baby gifts. We 

were blessed to receive these items to help stock our 

shelves!  

This ministry is truly a community effort and would 

not be possible without your prayers and support. Thank 

you so much for your ongoing partnership with us.  

We consider it an honor that you chose to join God's 

hand at work through the ministry of the Hope Clinic!  

Sincerely,  

Hope Clinic Clients, Board of Directors,  

Volunteers, and  Staff  

 

Dear Mission Cry Partners,  

I wanted to personally thank you for supporting Mis-

sion Cry with the donations of your Bibles and Christian 

books. Your partnership means so much to me and, be-

cause of you, we are able to send $400 million dollars in 

Bibles and Christian books to 179 nations for over 60 

years.  
May God bless you all!  

 Jason Woolford, Mission Cry† 

 
New Wednesday Night Class 

A new Wednesday evening class for young adults 

and families is meeting a need for community among the 

youngest adult segment of our congregation. Each 

Wednesday evening after the fellowship meal, young 

adults meet in Room 13 to get to know each other better, 

learn and discuss Scripture together, and pray together. 

So far, the room’s circle is full and Michael Mosser and 

Jessie O’Dell have led the Bible discussions. Please en-

courage the young adults and families you know to attend 

the group on Wednesday evenings! Already, those who 

attend are feeling more connected and known by others 

in our church. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

APRIL 2022
1

2   

10AM: "Principalities & Powers" - Pastor Jeff 

Linthicum  (Ephesians 6:10-24)  

6:30PM: "Palm Sunday to Easter"  

Offering

       

3 

     

 


4  

          6:30PM:

    Sunshine Hour            

5  

         No Evening

            Service

    

   

6

      

        

7

      

        

8

9    

10AM: "Through the Resurrection" - Pastor Jeff 

Linthicum

NO EVENING SERVICE

Offering

10   

   

11  

          6:30PM:

    Sunshine Hour  

12 

              7PM:

 1 Thessalonians 3

           Tom Fox

13 14    15

16   

10AM:  Pastor Bill Helmlinger

6:30PM: "Rejoice" - IWU Quartet

Offering

17 18  

          6:30PM:

    Sunshine Hour  

19 

             7PM:

 1 Thessalonians 4

        Pastor Jim    

         Schwartz       

20    21    22

23   

10AM: Pastor Jim Schwartz

6:30PM: Favorite Verse and Testimony Night

Offering 

24 25  

          6:30PM:

     Sunshine Hour              

26  

           7PM:

 1 Thessalonians 5

  Marcia Cressman    

            

       

27 28

   

29

30   

10AM: "Worship" - Pastor Jeff Linthicum

6:30PM: Gordon & Yarna Claassen

Offering for Lancaster Conference

31  
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