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Farmers’ Market Flourishes 
The church’s west parking lot serves as host to vendors, 

browsers, and buyers at Das Märit Farmers’ and Artists’ Mar-
ket each Saturday morning from May 14 through October 8. 
Some 20 vendors wake up early each Saturday to display 
their potted or cut flowers, vegetables, baked goods, jewelry, 
crafts, and art pieces. They are greeted at the market by the 
set-up crew with help unloading and setting up their desig-
nated booths. Booth rental for each vendor is simply $2 and 
each table owned by the church and used by the vendor is 
an additional $2. Many vendors bring their own tents. As 
vendors finish setting up booths, they are called to gather 
just before 8:00 a.m. for prayer to begin their morning at the 
market. 

New vendors and experienced vendors mix to offer a 
variety for the steady foot traffic. On Saturday, July 9, one 
new vendor, Avree Arms, was delighted with the number of 
customers she saw, keeping busy all morning long. She was 
also very impressed with the low cost of setting up and sell-
ing at the market. She isn’t alone in her observation and ex-
perience. Many vendors noted the special treatment they 
feel at Das Märit from the set-up crew and the low cost to 
vendors at the market. The longest-standing vendors, Ben 
and Elizabeth Eicher, began selling their flowers, pro-
duce,  and baked goods at the very first market and continue 
to sell flowers and produce. They stick around because the 
customers continue to buy and they are happy with the profit. 
In fact, they opened their own greenhouse near Geneva 
called “Geneva Garden Greenhouse” which runs through the 
spring growing season and fall pumpkin harvest. They’ve 
watched the market grow from just a few vendors to the 20 
or so regular vendors each week, and enjoy the experience 
of selling alongside their vendor “family” each week. 

Becky Buckingham agreed. She began selling photo 
cards and hand-crafted greeting cards during das Märit’s 
second market season and keeps coming back. “The ven-
dors are like family,” she said. When one vendor cannot 
make it for a Saturday or a few weeks, they are missed. 
When they return, they catch up with their personal lives. 
Becky believes the star of the das Märit is the volunteer 
team. Becky believes they set das Märit apart from other 
area markets. She’s watched the market grow and improve 
over the years and loves the experience of visiting with cus-
tomers. She said there are regulars from town, but also new 
visitors each week. She even remembers selling to custom-
ers visiting from Switzerland one year at the market! 
Some feel the market creates a great platform for promoting 
their businesses. Zack and Christy Wilson sell their home-
roasted coffee beans at the market to promote “Wake the 
Land” coffee. They offer pour-over coffee drinks to custom-
ers who often purchase a bag of their own beans to enjoy at 
home. Zack’s love for coffee and his heart to support coffee 
growers around the world blends beautifully as he roasts his 
own beans purchased from Theta Ridge Coffee from South 
Bend and purchases directly from coffee farmers in places 
like South America. His grass-roots approach helps coffee 
farmers around the globe and the das Märit customers 
   

June Romania Trip Recap 
Noah Crockett, the youngest member of the June Roma-

nia team from First Mennonite, answered questions about his 
short time there. His interview follows: 

You've traveled a lot. What do you think made this trip differ-
ent than others you've experienced? 

A difference was that on this trip we joined such an eclec-
tic group. We interacted with people from Ukraine, Romania, 
Moldova, Canada, Mexico, China, and also others from the 
States. It was remarkable to see everyone come together and 
interact rather seamlessly, despite having vastly different 
backgrounds. 

What is one unique thing you learned from the team you were 
a part of? 

I learned that it was very valuable going on a team that 
had people from all stages of life. Everyone was able to pro-
vide their own unique perspective and contribute to the team 
in their own way.  

What was your favorite part of serving during the trip? 

I really enjoyed all of our daily service opportunities. I was 
glad I got to know some of the YWAM guys as I worked with 
them while renovating the community center for the refugees. 
I also really liked working in the kitchen and chopping vegeta-
bles for the soups or salads that we made for lunch. And final-
ly, I had a really good time serving the Ukrainians, especially 
the kids, day to day, as they hung out around the community 
center, as well as in the structured activities we put on like the 
English Class and the Kids Bible Lesson.  

What was the food like in Romania?  

The favorite food and the most interesting food that I tast-
ed I got at the same place. We had Papanasi, a donut topped 
with a sort of cream cheese, jam, and a donut hole. This des-
sert was extremely delicious and definitely made the list of my 
top 10 favorite desserts. At this restaurant I also had tripe 
soup, which had pieces of sliced up cow stomach lining as 
the main ingredient. It didn’t taste bad at all though, albeit a 
little chewy.  

What do you understand better about the war in Ukraine now 
that you've seen the refugees? 

This answer may be obvious, but seeing the refugees 
really served to humanize the victims of the war. It changed 
them from a news story to a personal story of hurt and loss, 
from a statistic to a real person I could sit down and have a 
conversation with.  

What is something you feel you've taken away from the trip 
that will have a lasting impact on you?  

The dedication of the YWAM team was something I would 
like to remember and replicate in my own life. All of them 
there were very dedicated and worked long days, six days a 
week. We were there for nine days, which seemed like a long  
time, and thinking about how they do that full-time really gave 
me much respect for them and their work. They really embod-
ied selflessness in a way I haven’t come across too often in 
my life.    
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The Fruitful Season 
“Blessed is the one… 

    whose delight is in the law of the Lord, 

    and who meditates on his law day and night.  

That person is like a tree planted by streams of water, 

    which yields its fruit in season 

and whose leaf does not wither— 

    whatever they do prospers.” 

Psalm 1:1-3 

 
 The summer’s growing season combines the excitement 
and anticipation of a fruitful harvest. Yet, there are days of 
uncertainty and prayer when the weather doesn’t seem fa-
vorable. As the days of June passed and the heat of sum-
mer turned up full blast, I wondered if our harvest would suf-
fer because the sky continued to shine and shine and shine 
without a drop of rain. The plants’ curled leaves cried out for 
rain, and the prayers of men joined in.  

I appreciate the psalmist’s recognition of fruitful seasons 
in the life of a person steadfast on delighting in the Lord. The 
dormancy of winter reminds me that some seasons in life 
will seem unfruitful, only to reveal the buds of growth in a 
different season. 

Many of us experience a season which feels unproduc-
tive or less fruitful than another. As in the fruit-bearing tree, 
people undergo seasons of great productivity and fruitful-
ness in a spiritual sense, but also see seasons of dormancy. 
Perhaps in those times we understand our identity in God 
better than we feel useful for Him.  

I also appreciate the illustration of the fruit-bearing tree 
planted by water. A tree planted by water looks less to the 
sky and more to the stream for refreshment and life. The 
psalmist describes the person planted by a source of water 
as a person who purposefully meditates on God’s law day 
and night. Yet, even for such a person, they produce fruit in 
season. 

The enduring promise of the psalm, however, is not af-
fected by the season. The “leaf does not wither” even in an 
unfruitful time. The person who truly delights in the Lord 
flourishes at all times. They may not feel productive. They 
may have nothing to offer except the beauty of unwavering 
faith. However, they are blessed through all seasons. † 

 

 

 

 

Hosting A County-Wide Women’s 
Event  

 First Mennonite will host a county-wide women’s event 
called “Chosen: Daughters of the King” on Saturday, August 
20, from 9:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. The event will include a 
light breakfast, lunch, and two sessions with local speakers 
and one session created to serve local children by making 
blankets together. The cost for the event is $25 per at-
tendee. Registration is currently open online and can be ac-
cessed by texting “Chosen” to the number 260-400-2991. A 
registration table will also be set up at First Mennonite be-
fore and after the Sunday morning services on July 24, July 
31, and August 2. You can pay by check and fill out a regis-
tration form during those times. Invite a friend and register 
them, too! † 

 

(Farmer’s Market Flourishes continued…) 
benefit from amazing coffee. Zack and Christy feel the market 
provides an avenue for marketing because the visitors to  the 
market really are from all over the place. They are amazed at 
how many market customers are from out of town. 

Jeff Lehman also noted the value of passers-by stopping 
into the Berne market because it sits along the highway. Jeff 
sells art pieces known as “Barn Quilts” and displays them for 
both market foot traffic and highway traffic to enjoy while they 
stop at the light on the corner. He remembers selling three of 
his pieces to a truck driver from Athens, Ohio. The driver no-
ticed them while driving by and brought his wife to the market 
the very next Saturday to purchase theirs. Jeff has been sell-
ing his artwork at the market since 2019 and has sold over 
200 barn quilts. He began creating the quilts as a hobby to 
keep him busy during retirement and he likes having the extra 
spending money. He also values the feedback and encour-
agement he receives from other vendors at the market, noting 
how much Becky Buckingham has offered ideas to him in his 
artwork. 

Two teenage vendors were selling on the morning of July 
9 to save money to pay for college. Avree Arms, the first-time 
vendor mentioned earlier, is a sophomore at Miami of Ohio 
and sells leather and clay jewelry and also offers some fabric 
headbands and beaded jewelry. She uses Etsy and other mar-
kets to help her make money as she saves for college.  Her 
friend Makenna Schwartz sold her beaded jewelry right next to 
Avree’s booth and has been at the market a few times this 
summer. Makenna is also selling her hand-crafted jewelry to 
help her save for college. She will be a senior next year at Ad-
ams Central. Makenna likes selling at das Märit because of 
the low cost to her, and she feels the traffic flow and income 
are worth her time. Her most popular item sold is a beaded 
key wristlet. Makenna began selling lanyards last summer to 
teachers at AC who worked alongside her parents, both teach-
ers there. Then she began selling her hand-made jewelry at 
the Barn Boutique at Steele Farrns last fall, and then set up a 
booth at the South Adams Holiday Bazaar. She enjoys making 
beads as her hobby and appreciates the sales as she saves 
money. Both Avree and Makenna market their hand-crafted 
jewelry on Instagram: @beadedbykenna and @ajd_esignco. 

Arguably, the most valuable booth at the market sells 
nothing at all but offers a prayer for anyone who stops by. Tad 
and Barb Wulliman sit at the booth each Saturday, praying for 
some who ask specifically to pray for a need and others who 
simply stop to visit. The prayer booth offers helpful spiritual 
materials. The booth began eight or nine years ago with Gide-
ons Charles and Waneta Habegger. After the passing of 
Waneta, the Wullimans stepped in to take over. Tad is also 
responsible for the starting prayer at 8:00 a.m. each Saturday 
morning. When the Wullimans cannot be at the market, it is 
difficult to find volunteers willing to sit at the booth, as it takes 
a spiritual boldness to pray with strangers and friends alike.  

The need for volunteers continues in all areas at the mar-
ket. A ministry of First Mennonite, the market acts as a service 
to the community. Vendors feel it each Saturday as they set 
up and sell their wares, and customers feel it in the warm 
sense of community they feel as they browse through the mar-
ket. The set-up crew currently consists of Dave Fox, Tad Wul-
liman, Gary Yoder, Kent Lehman, Jack Sloan, Nathan Carpar, 
Jeff Lehman, Ed Prentiss, Clyde Wulliman, Jamie Cressman, 
Brenda Smith, Hazel Lautzenheiser, Becky Lehman, and 
Jeannie Frank. Other volunteers come to help greet vendors 
and customers, and still more volunteers attend to help make 
the famous market waffles with toppings on sale for $3 per 
waffle. 

If you are a morning person and enjoy promoting commu-
nity, you would be a great fit for the set-up crew! Volunteer 
schedules are flexible to fit your timetable and all ages are 
welcome. Consider volunteering at das Märit and join the mar-
ket family so treasured by existing volunteers and vendors 
each Saturday.† 



(June Romania Trip Recap continued…) 

Tell us about one particular person or meaningful story that 
you want to share. 

 One man on the team there who I got close to during 
the trip really moved me with his story. When the war start-
ed he knew he was called to help the Ukrainians in need, 
so he dropped everything and left his home in Cancun. He 
couldn’t get into Ukraine right away but that didn’t deter 
him. He wound up in Cluj at this YWAM base, spending 
every day serving people. He hopes to make it in to 
Ukraine eventually, but now he is doing what he can where 
he is to serve the Ukrainians in need. Despite this war be-
ing a conflict that was originally nowhere near close to 
home for him, and despite not really having any previous 
experience in missions or the work that they were doing 
there, he decided to follow his calling. † 
 
 
 
 
 

Among Our People 
Dave Nussbaum had heart catheterization at Lutheran-
for a blockage . 

Jamie Sheets spent several days at Lutheran due to 
low oxygen levels and a reaction to a pain medication. 

Sharon Wulliman was admitted to Lutheran for a-fib. 

Mike Liechty was admitted to Bluffton Regional due to 
kidney issues. † 

Homegoing 
Claudette (Nagel) Stauffer, 90, of Berne, Indiana, 

passed away Saturday, June 18, 2022, at Swiss Village. 
Born November 23, 1931, in Berne, she was the daughter 
of the late Gus and Ruth (Hofstetter) Nagel. She was united 
in marriage to Fred Stauffer on September 1, 1951, at First 
Mennonite Church in Berne. 

Claudette loved being with family and was a devoted 
wife, mother, and grandmother. She graduated from Berne 
High School in 1949 and often helped with her parents' 
business, Nagel's Quality Flowers. She was a faithful mem-
ber of First Mennonite Church in Berne, loved music, and 
spent many years singing in the Chancel Choir, the Ladies 
Sextet, and Mennonite Choral Society presentations, in-
cluding Handel's Messiah and The Creation. Having a spe-
cial fondness for babies and young children, Claudette en-
joyed helping with the Migrant Day Care Center located at 
the church. She had a flair for decorating and flower ar-
ranging, including creating front window displays at the Et 
Cetera Ecke, and spent numerous hours caring for plants 
and flowers at the church. She also loved counted cross-
stitching, collecting dolls, and reading, which included par-
ticipating in a book club for several years. 

Survivors include her husband of 70 years, Fred Stauf-
fer of Berne, Indiana; children, Bob (Judy) Stauffer of Har-
lan, Indiana, Diane Stauffer of West Palm Beach, Florida, 
and Mike (Erin) Stauffer of Indianapolis, Indiana; two grand-
children, Nate (Becca) Stauffer of Harlan, Indiana, and 
Ryan (Katie) Stauffer of Fort Wayne, Indiana; and five great
-grandchildren, Kade, Lila, Brandon, Kayla, and Jacob. In 
addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by a 
son, Jim Stauffer; and brothers, Connie and Chuck Nagel. † 

 
 
 

Notes of Appreciation 

Dear Church Family,  
Thank you for all of your prayers, cards, food, gifts, and 

support shown to our family during the passing of Claudette 
Stauffer.  We also want to thank those who visited Claudette 
at Swiss Village the last few years and Pastor Jim for his vis-
its, comforting words, and guidance.  

A special thank you to Pastor Jim, Pastor Jeff, Brent Hy-
man, the Men's Quartet, Scott Lehman, and Mary Beth Huser 
for their part in the funeral service.  We also appreciated the 
delicious meal served by the  Kitchen Committee following 
the funeral service. 

 We are truly grateful and blessed to be surrounded by 
such a caring church family.    

 Fred Stauffer  
                             Bob and Judy Stauffer  

Diane Stauffer  
Mike and Erin Stauffer 

  
Thank you so very much for all the prayers, cards, and phone 
calls after my recent back surgery. It’s wonderful to have such 
a caring church. Thanks also to Pastor Jim for the visit. God 
is so good. 

 Fred Wulliman † 
 

 
 
 
 
Summer Social Events 
 Sunday evening, July 24, come to Fellowship Point to 
enjoy ice cream under the trees at the Ice Cream Social! 

 Hungrier for something more? Come to the carry-in din-
ner at Lehman Park and the Berne Pool on Sunday, August 
14,  from 5:00-7:00 p.m. to enjoy food, fellowship, and re-
freshment in the pool! † 

Adult Quiz Meet Scheduled 
 It's back for 2022!  First Mennonite Church will again be 
hosting an Adult Quiz Tournament on October 1, 2022, begin-
ning at 9:00 a.m. At the event, Round Robin quizzes will de-
termine placement, followed by a double elimina-
tion tournament.  
 Quizzers will be covering chapters 5-7 in the book of Mat-
thew using the NIV 1984 translation. All quizzers will be given 
the same study booklet to ensure uniform study and quizzes. 
These booklets will be distributed after registration. Some 
churches are offering open practice times which will be an-
nounced to all enrolled quizzers. Any high school graduate 
who is not already part of a quiz team can participate. Simply 
gather a team of at least three quizzers, with no more than 
seven on a team.  
 The cost to participate in the tournament is $5 per team. 
The event is hosted at First Mennonite, with complimentary 
breakfast items and lunch and snack items available for pur-
chase. There is a need for volunteers to help score the quiz-
zes at the tournament on October 1.   
 To volunteer or find more information, check out the 
event website! All information and resources can be found at 
the site: https://adultbiblequizzingtourney.weebly.com  † 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

   1 2 3

  

            7PM:

  Dr. Kent Lehman

        

4 

   

     

 


5

      

      

6

7   

10AM: "Peace, Justice, Non-Resistance" - 

Pastor Jeff Linthicum  

6:30 PM: Prayer Walk

Offering: Berne Preschool

8 9   

  

          

10 

            7PM:

  Dr. Kent Lehman

11 12 13

14   

10AM: "Church's Relationship to Government 

and Society" - Pastor Jeff Linthicum 

6:30 PM: Pool party/picnic carry-in at Lehman 

Park

Offering

15

              7PM:

  Ministries Council       

16   

           6:30PM:

     Sunshine Hour

  

  

          

17

            7PM:

  Dr. Kent Lehman

18 19 20

21  

10AM: "Reign of God" - Pastor Jeff Linthicum

6:30PM: Kurt & Katie Cline

Offering

22 23   

           6:30PM:

     Sunshine Hour

  

  

          

24

            7PM:

   Dr. Kent Lehman

25 26 27

28   

10AM: Pastor Jeff Linthicum

6:30PM: August Romania Team Report

                       

Offering

29 30  

            6:30PM:

     Sunshine Hour

 

  

          

31

            7PM:

      Fall Kick-Off:

     Crazy Tie Guy

AUGUST 2022


