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Burkina Faso Medical Mission Work 
By Jim Eicher 

Do you remember the Eye Care and Dental Mobile bus 
parked on the First Mennonite Church east parking lot two 
years ago? Many in our church and community labored to 
transform this previous bookmobile into a mobile medical 
clinic. Under the direction of Kingdom Investments, a non-
profit faith-based evangelistic and relief organization, this 
eye care and dental mobile medical clinic has been on the 
job in Burkina Faso two years. Jean-Paul Tiendrebeogo, 
president and CEO of Kingdom Investments, recently met 
with people in the Berne area to report on this mission out-
reach and provide some statistics for 2022. 

   As the roads permit, and that is using the term “roads” 
very optimistically, the medical bus visits two villages a 
week. Typically long lines form as local villagers wait for their 
turn to receive vision and dental services. In many instances 
vision is restored with cataract surgery, and dental pain is 
addressed and relieved. The team performs professionally in 
an unashamedly Gospel-sharing environment. Although sta-
tistics may not tell the whole story, the numbers still show the 
impact of this program. In 2022 over 15,000 persons were 
treated on the medical bus and 734 people responded to the 
gospel message and were invited into the fold. The persons 
who responded receive follow up and shepherding by a team 
of 92 local pastors. 

  Release from pain and restoration of vision figuratively 
and metaphorically in Jesus’s name. Thank you to all who 
made this mission a reality.  

  If you want to know more detail about how this bus was 
prepared for the rugged off-road and difficult terrain, I would 
love to tell you more! † 
 

Youth Pastor Position FILLED! 
 Bill Helmlinger is no stranger to the First Mennonite 
Youth program and he has returned to serve the youth at 
First Mennonite for a second time. He officially began his 
position at the church on November 1 and already is actively 
engaging the youth through familiar routines and special 
events (see the article about the youth all-nighter).  

 Bill is a family man, married to Jenn and a father to 
Naarah (8) and Naomi (5). He’s an avid sports fan, cheering 
on the Michigan Wolverines in college football, the Jackson-
ville Jaguars in the NFL, and the Cincinnati Reds in the MLB. 
He also loves Christmas. When he was a child, he received 
a red bicycle as a present with this note attached, “My name 
is Charlie and I am from the Island of Misfit Toys.” He also 
loves to watch the “Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer” movie 
at Christmastime. Of course, he loves the season for the 
greatest gift ever given, Jesus.  

 If you ever want to surprise Pastor Bill with a favorite, he 
really loves Reese's cups and splurges every once in a while 
with a Mountain Dew. If you really want to go all-out and take 
a meal to the Helmlinger’s, meat loaf, mashed potatoes, and 

corn is Bill’s favorite meal of all time. When asked who his 
personal hero is (besides Jesus), Bill said his mom, Mary 
Fortman. He said, “My mom was a big prayer warrior for me 
growing up and an even bigger advocate for me to go into 
ministry and still is to this day.” We can thank  her in part for 
Bill’s step into ministry to our youth. 

 Bill served as youth pastor from 2017-2020. He stepped 
down from ministry to focus on his relationship with the Lord 
and with his family. However, this past summer, while he was 
sitting at his workbench, he felt God laying ministry back on 
his heart and placed an image of him teaching the youth at 
First Mennonite, but the timing didn’t feel right. Bill knew it 
would only be the right timing if God also laid the same calling 
on Jenn’s heart, too. Eventually, God did just that. 

 After a clear calling, Bill submitted his resume to the 
church, and spent many days in prayer and concentrated dis-
cipline as a Christian, husband, and father for God to lead 
their family where they are today. Bill feels like a “whole new 
person” from the man who previously served. He says, “I am 
trusting in God more and placing Him in His rightful spot in my 
life. I choose to rely on God first and not on myself. I choose 
to place my wife Jenn, and our girls, Naarah and Naomi, be-
fore myself as well. I had a really bad habit of doing “whatever 
I wanted, when I wanted” before and that desire is no longer 
there. Praise God!“ 

 He also feels more prepared professionally, as he has 
learned to be more dependable and punctual. Life experience 
over the past two years has helped teach these lessons. 
When Bill stepped down as a youth pastor at the end of 2020, 
he was hired at Thunderbird in Decatur to paint boats. He 
worked there for a time, but began looking for a different job 
when the physical and spiritual challenges became too much 
of a detriment. Physically, Bill struggles with dry skin and the 
paint booths aggravated it more. Spiritually, he didn’t feel 
supported at work. He got along with his co-workers but was 
struggling with a lot going on in his life, and his work life was-
n’t helping. Thus, he transitioned to O&R Precision which of-
fered an opportunity for Bill to spend time with God through-
out his day. He began listening to podcasts, sermons, Scrip-
ture readings, and other programming which steered him 
back on track spiritually.  

 With his new job at the church, Bill looks forward to keep 
growing as a Christian, husband, father, friend and now 
Youth Pastor. He’s jumping into an active group of kids with 
whom he is already familiar. He is excited about the ground-
work interim Youth Director Seth Ringger laid with the student 
leadership team. This is perhaps what makes Bill most excit-
ed about the youth group right now, the student leaders serv-
ing other students. These students are older and are familiar 
faces to Bill. He is also excited to get to know the middle 
school students better.  
 The existing adult volunteers dedicated to the current 
youth are invested and excited to serve. Bill counts this a 
great blessing to lead a team of volunteers who have served 
so faithfully.                                              

(continued on page 2) 



 Spiritually Fit 

“For physical training is of some value, but godliness has 
value for all things, holding promise for both the present life 
and the life to come.” 1 Timothy 4:8 

Well, it’s January and you know what that means: reso-
lutions, goals, and fresh start feelings for all! So many use 
January as a time to commit to a better lifestyle. I am hoping 
to be healthier in 2023 and started by cutting back on some 
things, the most difficult being sugar and CHEESE! Why is 
giving up cheese such a sacrifice? But I am resolved, no 
matter the cost. It is my 2023 resolution...at least for Janu-
ary. 

Others resolve to exercise more or join a gym. I’ve par-
ticipated at the same gym for five years and the number of 
attendees at January classes spikes every year. Of the 10 or 
so newbies for each class, one or two may stick it out for 
longer. Consistency at the gym takes a lot of effort and a 
sacrifice of time and often money, making it difficult to main-
tain. 

Discipline with diet and exercise can address the arm 
flab and belly rolls, but this is far from the biggest problem 
facing many this January. “Spiritual flab” plagues church 
pew sitters in sneaky ways. Unlike the physical symptoms of 
poor diet and lack of exercise, spiritually unfit people don’t 
appear any different. However, after time passes, they begin 
to feel different and if any life events interrupt the safety they 
perceive, a spiritually unfit person finds themselves in a 
world of hurt. 

The solution? Spiritual disciplines. There are three that 
cover all others like an umbrella: prayer, reading God’s 
Word, and participating in your faith community. If prayer 
and Bible reading are already practiced spiritual disciplines, 
look over your daily routine and assess how much time you 
allow for this pair. If you feel your routine for daily prayer and 
Bible reading is lacking, consider an experiment. Wake up 
earlier than usual (try 20 or 30 minutes to start) each day for 
30 days in a row and dedicate that time to prayer and read-
ing. Note any changes you feel in behavior and weigh it out 
with the sacrifice. The challenge may result in lasting 
change. 

Believe me, I know waking up early is a sacrifice! I love 
my sleep, but I committed long ago to start my day with 
prayer. Over time, however, my phone made its way into this 
sacred time designated for God. At the start of the year, I 
decided to leave my phone out of sight for that period of my 
day. So far, I am enjoying more clarity and focus in my time 
of prayer and reading.  

One other very helpful way to combat spiritual laziness 
is walking closely with a community of believers. This disci-
pline involves a sacrifice of time and comfort, at times. Shar-
ing your daily triumphs and trials with other believers and 
learning from them will encourage you, even if it is out of 
your comfort zone. One surprising way belonging to a small 
group has encouraged me is watching God answer very 
specific prayers among our group. This alone has encour-
aged me to pray more often and more specifically. Another 
way to participate in community is through corporate worship 
and learning from the pastor, Sunday School teacher, or 
other leader. Committing to attending corporate worship will 
encourage you in many other spiritual disciplines. 

Likely, many other areas of your life will become more 
fulfilling with a vibrant prayer life, intentional and routine time 
in God’s Word, and participating in a community of faith. You 
may well see other disciplines, like giving or fasting, become 
routine. Not only will you likely grow in relationship with other 
believers, but you will be able to contribute to their faith, too. 
Your sacrifice will benefit you immeasurably. I really don’t 
know if my sacrifice of cheese will do anything for me, but 
sacrificing my time for God makes me excited for 2023! † 

(Youth Pastor continued from page 1) 

One challenge Bill knows he faces is youth reengage-
ment. He longs to engage the students who have stopped at-
tending Youth on Wednesday nights. He also really wants to 
encourage our Ukrainian youth to participate in the group as 
well. Bill asks for prayer as he takes on these challenges.  

Here are more prayer points for Pastor Bill: 

 Pray for him as he works, that he would continue to 
place God first in his life when it comes to his family, his 
ministry, and his personal life.  

 Pray for his family as their family schedules and routine 
are different now. Jenn is working as a teacher aid in the 
Intensive Intervention room at South Adams High 
School, a job for which they are thankful. Their youngest 
daughter is in preschool at our church, so until she joins 
her sister at South Adams Elementary next year, that 
schedule is different. 

 Pray for opportunities to connect with our youth at a 
deeper level and reengage our youth who haven’t come 
in a while. 

Pastor Bill Helmlinger is very thankful for his new role at 
First Mennonite! He says, “I am very appreciative of the oppor-
tunity that God has brought Jenn and me and it won’t be taken 
for granted. We look forward to seeing how God is going to 
move!” † 

 

Youth All-Nighter 
 First Mennonite Youth invited South Adams Campus Life 
to join them in an all-night event on December 28.They began 
at 6:00p.m. at our church and left around 8:00a.m. on the 
29th. Newly-appointed Youth Pastor Bill Helmlinger lead the 
trip with the help of countless youth volunteers and college-
age helpers. 

 The agenda included a trip to Sky Zone in Fort Wayne, an 
11:00p.m. dinner at IHOP and back to Berne for bowling from 
midnight until 2:00a.m. After bowling the students came back 
to the church to play a game and then participate in worship 
and a devotion. They were also given the opportunity to partic-
ipate in a talent show and more games and some free time. 
Students could play video games or board games during the 
free time, or if they wanted to rest, they could try! A favorite 
game among the youth that night was “Ultimate Tag.” 

 Anna Chrisman loved the activities in Fort Wayne, but was 
exhausted when they got back to the church at 2:00a.m. She 
opted for playing Uno in the quiet room. She laughed at a skit 
during the talent show and enjoyed watching all the acts per-
form. 

 Youth Pastor Bill Helmlinger chuckled as he counted the 
100% survival rate as a success! He enjoyed watching the 
students interact with each other, building and growing rela-
tionships. He also loved teaching the lesson to students about 
their identity. The biggest challenge for Bill was really in the 
planning—getting students to sign up by the deadline and then 
coordinating transportation for the number of students who 
attended. 

 Jackson Shoaf said the hardest part of the night was stay-
ing awake and alert. Anna Chrisman added that not becoming 
angry was more difficult than fatigue for her! Perhaps lack of 
sleep is a contributor to possible aggravation?  

 The majority of students were middle school students and 
there were a total of about 60 students participating between 
First Mennonite Youth and South Adams Campus Life. Over-
all, the night was a success and the students hope it will be-
come a tradition. † 



Notes of Appreciation 

Listening more intently to the words of some of the 
Christmas Carols these days has been inspiring. I see a big 
correlation to First Mennonite Church’s global and local 
outreach efforts to the songs’ powerful messages. Take 
“Oh Holy Night,” for example, which explains in part why 
Jesus came: 

“Long lay the world in sin and error pining 
Till he appear'd and the soul felt its worth. 
A thrill of hope the weary soul rejoices…” 
Then, stanza three:  
“Truly He taught us to love one another, 
His law is love, and His gospel is peace. 
Chains shall he break, for the slave is our brother, 
And in His name all oppression shall cease.” 

(… and our response to that is…in part): 

“Sweet hymns of praise in grateful chorus, raise we 
Let all within us praise His holy name.” 

THANKS for the privilege of partnering with you to 
spread the good news of the Gospel of God’s King-
dom.  Your financial gifts and prayers make it possible for 
us to be involved in South Asia and are a huge encourage-
ment. 

Gordon & Yarna 

 Faithful. That's what comes to mind when we think of 
you all at First Mennonite and rejoice in your partnership 
with us, and others, all these years. Your commitment to 
the work of God all over the world is shown again and 
again through prayers, gifts, and words of encouragement 
that strengthen the body and spread the Good News.  

 In PNG, you have helped get full New Testament re-
cordings to the Halia and Saliba people, Scripture portions 
to the Kope and Yalë, and Scripture videos and songs in 
these and other languages. The extra Mission Festival gift 
towards the Nukna translation of James makes more of 
God's word available to many who have never heard. 

 Thank you. God bless you for your faithfulness to Him 
and His call. 

 Dan & Arlene Bauman 
 
 Thank you to the church family on the behalf of Carol 
Lehman. She felt your prayers of comfort. Thank you for 
being the hands and feet of Jesus. It was greatly appreciat-
ed. 

Olin, Gaylord, Sandy (Chuck), and Gail (Randy)† 

  

Among Our People 
Marge VonGunten had hip replacement surgery and a 
pacemaker update. 

Derryle Pharr went to Adams Memorial for tests. 

Arleda Sorgren went to Adams Memorial for recovery 
from a fall. 

Kenyon Sprunger was at Lutheran for a pacemaker re-
placement. 

Clyde Wulliman went to Adams Memorial for tests. 

Dave Nussbaum went to Adams Memorial for conges-
tive heart issues. 

Rick Liechty had outpatient toe surgery  

Barb Lehman had outpatient shoulder replacement sur-
gery. † 
 
 
 

Homegoing 
Helen  Irene Buckingham, 99, of Berne, IN, passed 

away on January 2, 2023 at Swiss Village.  She was born on 
Friday, April 13, 1923 and married Clarence E. "Ittle" Bucking-
ham on Sunday, October 22, 1944. 

Helen was a 1941 graduate of Geneva High School. She 
was a member of the First Mennonite Church, Berne, IN. She 
was a member of the Methodist Church Circle where she was 
also the church treasurer for many years and sang in the 
choir. She was a homemaker and worked at the Bank of Ge-
neva from 1963 to 1989 as the controller. Helen gave tours at 
the Gene Stratton-Porter State Historic Site. She loved to 
cook, bake, quilt, and needle point. 

Loving survivors include her two sons, John (Susan) 
Buckingham, Geneva, IN,  and James (Carol) Buckingham, 
Geneva, IN, Also surviving are three grandchildren  and sev-
en great-grandchildren and a sister - Marjorie Gaskill, Berne, 
IN. † 
 

Classes Fill Desperate Need 
By Jim Eicher 
 Three Sunday School classes supported the Muncie 
Morningstar church’s food pantry again this year. Morningstar 
Church is located on Hoyt Avenue in south-central Muncie. 
This section of Muncie is a depressed low-income area. A 
“mission station” better describes the role of this small church. 
They constantly work with people in the community who 
struggle with broken families, addictions, domestic violence, 
and poverty. First Mennonite has been involved with Morn-
ingstar for 35+ years. The Sunday school classes contributing 
were Young Believers, Cornerstone, and Koinonia. 

The food shipment arrived in the evening on Decem-
ber 18 to Muncie Morningstar. We had a pickup truck bed full 
of groceries.  As it turned out, the timing was perfect. Gladys 
and Simon Mungai, co-pastors, stated they had had very high 
requests for assistance this December. While we carried the 
boxes of food into the pantry I couldn’t help but notice the 
shelves were bare but for a few random items. Gladys had 
been quite concerned that no more aid would be available to 
the families needing help as their resources were nearly de-
pleted. Simon said with a wide smile, “ I told Gladys God 
knows the situation and will provide!”  

God’s Divine leading, or just caring Sunday School 
classes? At any rate, the mission continues because of your 
generosity. Thanks to all who contributed in this project. If any 
person is interested in helping with some carpentry or clean-
ing at Morningstar Church, please contact me (Jim Eicher). 
They are currently renovating a house next to the existing 
church. † 

 

Wednesday Night Adult Opportunities 
There are currently three opportunities for adults to partici-

pate in on Wednesday evenings after the Fellowship Meal. One 
option is a Bible study of 2 Peter led by Dr. Kent Lehman in the 
chapel. Another opportunity is a class called “Prepare to Stand” 
led by Pastor Jeff Linthicum in Room 14. The Women’s Minis-
tries and Quilting group is also welcoming new volunteers for 
their Prayer Shawl Ministry in the WM Room, across from the 
church library. Find a class to join or contact Pastor Jim 
Schwartz to contribute ideas for more opportunities. † 
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