
 PRAISE & PRAYER  
January 25, 2023 

First Mennonite Church 

PRAISE.... 
Father God, thank You for Your glorious Word and for Paul’s 
message to the Church in Ephesus. We share Paul’s thanksgiving 
for the power You put to work in Christ when You raised him from 
the dead and seated him at Your right hand in the heavenly places, 
far above all rule and authority and power and dominion. Lord, we 
know that Paul’s heart is one we want to identify with, and we thank 
You for His words that enlighten our hearts as well. May we see the 
hope that comes from You, the riches that come from the 
inheritance we share in You, and may we remember, and call on, 
the power that comes from You, which is stronger than any other.  

Praise for all the volunteers who helped with the canner this 
weekend. Pray for the people around the world who will be 
receiving these cans. 

Pray for our workers of the week: G & Y. 

Three people from one of the teams that G visited in Nov, and whom 
he knows personally, were attacked in a slum area in north India 
when they went to follow up on a visit to assess with some local 
people the need for an after-school tutoring program, with basic 
health lessons for children. Seeing that they were Christians, some 
rowdy young people called outsiders who came with about 30 
people as a mob (along with a TV reporter) and began violently 
pushing our 3 team members around, slapping and punching them, 
accusing them of using teaching as a guise to convert the 
children.   One of the women trainers’ finger got twisted and is likely 
sprained. Police came and took accusers and our team to the police 
station, and only released our team when the NGO leader was able 
to get help from some higher-ups that he knew.  This kind of 
intimidation and violence is more and more common, while the gov’t 
basically does no follow up of perpetuators. 
-  Thank you for praying for the team members to be healed both 
physically and emotionally. 
 
Praise Items: 
- Thankful that Y is doing so much better (mostly recovered) after a 
very long drawn-out flu which turned into pneumonia.  
          - SO thankful that G didn’t ‘catch’ whatever bug it was that 
attacked her (not COVID) 
 

- Our teams in Asia have gotten off to a good start of the New Year, 
with requests for training seminars, and follow-up from past training 
after some refreshing times over Christmas and New Years 
weekends.  
- For you Prayer Warriors who “stand in the gap” for God’s people 
who are on the front lines in these “tough soil” countries.   THANK 
YOU! 

Prayer Items: 
1) Logistics for G’s next trip - to a restricted access country - 
planned for 8-23 February: for acceptance of the visa (plane tickets 
already ‘in hand’); good health and safety throughout (quite a bit of 
moving around visiting various Health & Development programs, 
and partners; special times of being able to encourage the teams 
there – which always work under a certain tension, even if only 
psychological, of being a minority community which reaches out and 
shares. 
2) Wisdom, strength and perseverance for the team in their Health 
& Development trainings. These past months with the catastrophic 
results of flooding in the fall have been particularly tiring – the 
situation is still quite dire for many people there.  
          - that the Holy Spirit will move in the hearts of the team’s new 
“friends” (new communities they’re helping) who now want the team 
to start training in their communities. 
3) Please lift up the community members who are being impacted 
by the teams – to be curious, recognize, and be drawn towards 
God’s Kingdom as they see God’s love in these dear people.  
4) For Yarna to not have any relapses…by over-exercising/working 
at home, etc.  
5) And, we always appreciate prayers for our sons and families to 
keep growing in their faith…especially the five grandchildren to 
learn to love Jesus more and more early on.  

Pray for comfort for Josh & Jill, Andrew, Benjamin, Velma, Alvin & 
Liz Lehman and other family & friends in the death of Kendall 
Lehman on Jan. 24. Memorial service is Wed., Feb. 1, here at the 
church. 

Pray for 8 unspoken requests. 

Persecuted Church: Pray that Christians around the world who 
are in prison for their witness will sense God’s presence and know 
the global body of Christ is praying for them. 

War in Ukraine: Pray for peace for the war in Ukraine. Pray for our 
Ukrainian friends as they adapt to life in America, learn English, and 
begin working. Also pray for Ukrainians who are facing extreme 
shortages in essential items, including fuel for heating their homes.  



FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL 
Hospital: Shawn Wulliman (in ICU at Lutheran) 

Swiss Village:  Betty Reinhard (therapy in rehab at Swiss Village 
following a fall); Marge Von Gunten (rehab after pacemaker 
surgery); Donna Henn (recovering from a broken shoulder and 
wrist) 

Home: Barb Dawson (having gall bladder surgery on Jan. 31); Clyde 
Wulliman (beginning monthly immune therapy treatments at 
Parkview); Army Velasco (liver illness); Joe Schwartz (continuing 
therapy) 

FOR THOSE WHO ARE A PART OF THE CHURCH FAMILY 

 Craig & Lora Sprunger  Becky Jackson 

 Karen Bauman  Ted & Gretta Beitler 

 Curt & Lori Sprunger  Brad & Deborah Linthicum 

 Logan Sprunger  Kurt, Katie, Derek & Max Cline 

 Chris, Jennifer, Ben, Katelyn 
& Zach Dubach  

 Brent, Emily, Silas & Collin 
Michael 

PRAYER.... 

Father, let the hope of Christ be in us that we might never lose heart, 
but look beyond the struggles of this life to the glory of the life to 
come. And let the power of Christ be in us, that we might build up 
Your kingdom in strength. Bind us together in love for one another 
and in ever-increasing devotion to You. Let us be a powerful and 
bold witness of Your love and grace until Christ comes again in final 
victory. _______________________________ 

Please phone Praise & Prayer items to the church office, 8:00a.m.- 
4:30p.m., 589-3108; or Jim Schwartz, 525-0124  
 


