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GOAL 
Newlife’s Get In The Game is designed to help you become a fully devoted follower of Jesus Christ.  This is a journey of finding 

out about our mission/vision, discovering your gifts and personality to fulfilling a spot on a team. 
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GET IN THE GAME—PART 1 

Introduction 
We’re glad you have chosen to find out more about our team here at Newlife. We believe this class is essential to our success. 

This class is great for anyone who is looking to understand what it means to be a follower of Jesus and how the church fits 

into that relationship. We meet to cover the essentials and to give you an opportunity to discover what we’re all about, what 

we believe and how we come together in unity as a team here at Newlife. Maybe you’ve been attending our church for many 

years; maybe you are brand new. Whatever your background, if you find yourself in any of these categories, then this class 

will be helpful to you. 

We view church as a team sport. Since we have individuals from many different church backgrounds within our church 

family, we put together this class to explain our “Playbook” so that we can all play together as a team. Our goal for this class 

is that you will commit yourself to Christ and to the Newlife Team. 

How does Newlife define the word “church”: 
The church is not just the building you visit. It is a group of people living life in relationship together. It is people in the 

spiritual kingdom of God. 

1. The church is a BODY or a TEAM. 

• Romans 12:4-5 (NKJV), “For as we have many members in one body, but all the members do not have the same 
function, so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another.” 

• Colossians 1:24 (NKJV), “I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what is lacking in the 
afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the church.” 

• Ephesians 4:15-16 (NKJV), “But, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head—
Christ—from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the 
effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in 
love.” 

2. The church is a FAMILY. 

• Ephesians 2:19 (NKJV), “Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the 
saints and members of the household of God.” 

3. The church’s purpose is to make DISCIPLES. We define discipleship as the life long process of following and 
maturing in Christ. 

• Matthew 28:18-19 (NKJV), “And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in 
heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit”.” 

Our Salvation Message 
What Unifies Us as a Team? Our Salvation Message 

Purpose: The purpose of this section is to clearly convey God’s original plan for man, man’s choice and resulting sin problem, 

and God’s solution to that sin problem—Christ Jesus. Regardless of where you are in your relationship with God, it is good to 

hear the Gospel message again.  
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God’s Part—The Solution 

1. God had to make a WAY. 

• Romans 5:6-8 (NKJV), “For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. For 
scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die. But God 
demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 

2. God showed His JUSTICE and LOVE in ONE person. 

• Romans 3:26 (NIV), He did it “to demonstrate at the present time His righteousness, that He might be just and 
the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 

• Isaiah 53:10-11 (NKJV), “Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise Him; He has put Him to grief. When You make His soul 
an offering for sin, he shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days, and the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper 
in His hand. He shall see the labor of His soul, and be satisfied. By His knowledge My righteous Servant shall 
justify many, for He shall bear their iniquities.” 

3. The Solution is a person. His name is JESUS. 

• John 14:6 (NKJV), Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through Me.” 

• Romans 6:23 (NKJV), “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

4. We are saved by GRACE through FAITH in Jesus. 

• Ephesians 2: 8-10 (NKJV), “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the 
gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.0For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 
good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” 

5. Grace is FREE.  We are declared innocent and have been justified. 

• Romans 3:19-24 (NKJV), “Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, that 
every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God.  Therefore, by the deeds of the 
law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin. But now the righteousness of 
God apart from the law is revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, even the righteousness of 
God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe. For there is no difference; for all have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God, being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus” 

Our Part—To Respond 

• Acts 2:37-38 (NKJV), “Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of 
the apostles, ‘Men and brethren, what shall we do?’ Then Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and let every one of you 
be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God 
will call’.” 

The Breakdown of Acts 2:37-38 (NKJV) 

1. Acts 2:37: They BELIEVED the message and were pierced to the heart.  

• John 3:16 (NKJV), “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have everlasting life.” 
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• Romans 4:3 (NKJV), “For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for 
righteousness”.” 

2. Acts 2:38: They were told to REPENT which is a natural result of faith. 

2 Corinthians 7:8-11 (NKJV), “For even if I made you sorry with my letter, I do not regret it; though I did regret it. For I 
perceive that the same epistle made you sorry, though only for a while. Now I rejoice, not that you were made sorry, but 
that your sorrow led to repentance. For you were made sorry in a godly manner, that you might suffer loss from us in 
nothing. For godly sorrow produces repentance leading to salvation, not to be regretted; but the sorrow of the world 
produces death. For observe this very thing, that you sorrowed in a godly manner: What diligence it produced in you, 
what clearing of yourselves, what indignation, what fear, what vehement desire, what zeal, what vindication! In all things 
you proved yourselves to be clear in this matter.” 

3. Acts 2:38: They CONFESSED Jesus as their Lord. 

• Acts 2:41 (NKJV), “Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand 
souls were added to them.” 

• Romans 10:9-10 (NKJV), “That if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God 
has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with 
the mouth confession is made unto salvation.” 

4. Acts 2: 38: They were commanded to be BAPTIZED.  

Baptism is an act of obedience, which is a natural result of faith. Scripture References: Acts 16:29-34; Acts 18:24-26; 
Acts 19:1-5; Acts 22:16 

Matthew 28:18-20 (NKJV), “And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and 
on earth. 19Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, 20teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, 
even to the end of the age.” Amen.” 

Baptism 

What is Baptism? 

1. To follow the EXAMPLE set by Christ. 

• Mark 1:9 (NKJV), “It came to pass in those days that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized by John 
in the Jordan.” 

• Why was Jesus baptized? To fulfill all righteousness.  

• Matthew 3:15 (NKJV), “But Jesus answered and said to him, “Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to 
fulfill all righteousness.” Then he allowed Him.” 

2. It is a picture of a new birth; a STARTING point. 

John 3:3-5 (NKJV), Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot 
see the kingdom of God.” Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time 
into his mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and 
the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 
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Who should be baptized? 
At Newlife, we wait until our children are old enough to believe and understand the true meaning of baptism before we baptize 

them. A baby or a young child cannot understand sin or the need for Christ. It must be their decision, and their decision must 

be accompanied by faith and repentance. 

When should I be baptized? As soon as you possibly can! 

• Acts 2:41 (NKJV), Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand 
souls were added to them. 

• Acts 16:31-34 (NKJV), So they said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your 
household.” 32Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. 33And he took 
them the same hour of the night and washed their stripes. And immediately he and all his family were baptized. 
34Now when he had brought them into his house, he set food before them; and he rejoiced, having believed in 
God with all his household. 

• In the book of Acts, when someone believed the message, repented and confessed Christ, they were 
immediately baptized. We want to respond with the same sense of urgency as the first century church had 
regarding baptism following a confession of faith. 

 

Our Beliefs 
What unifies us as a Team? Our Beliefs (Below is a list of our basic belief system.  After reading this please ask questions 

if needed.) 

We have made it our mission as a church and a team to be unified in the essentials. We want to give liberty and grace in the 

non-essentials and to love God’s way in everything. We try to be a place of truth and a place of love. We believe we glorify God 

by doing this. 

• John 17:20-22 (NKJV), “I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their 
word; 21that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the 
world may believe that You sent Me. 22And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one 
just as We are one.” 

• 1 Corinthians 1:10 (NKJV), “Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all 
speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly joined together in the 
same mind and in the same judgment.” 

Non-Negotiables 

Triune God 
God is the Creator and Ruler of the universe. He has eternally existed in three persons: God the Father, the Son (Jesus), and 

Holy Spirit. These three are co-equal and are one God. Scripture References: John 1:1; Genesis 1:1, 26-27; 3:22; Deuteronomy 

6:4; Psalm 90:2; Isaiah 9:6, 45:18; Matthew 28:19; 2 Corinthians 13:14; I Peter 1:2; Matthew 3:16-17 

God the Father 
We believe that God the Father holds all the attributes of God while exercising a unique role in the triune God. The Godhead is, 

in agreement with the role of each: God as Father, Son as sacrifice, and Spirit as power. He is the father of Jesus Christ, by 

the power of the Holy Spirit, and yet still one with both as God. The Father adopts believers into relationship with him as their 
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Father. With Christ, believers have the privilege of being heirs to God’s glory. He actively prunes/ disciplines believers to 

strengthen them for His glory. Scripture References: Luke 1:35; Matthew 3:17; Romans 8:15-17; John 15:1&2; Hebrews 12:7-11. 

Jesus 
Jesus Christ is the Son of God. He is co-equal with the Father as God. Jesus lived a sinless human life and offered himself as 

the perfect sacrifice for the sins of all people by dying on the cross. He arose from the dead after three days to demonstrate 

His power over sin and death. He ascended to Heaven’s glory and will return again someday to claim His own and take them to 

Heaven. Scripture References: Isaiah 9:6; Matthew 1:22-23; John 1:1-5; 8:58; 14:10-30; Acts 1:9-11; Romans 1:3-4; I Corinthians 

15:3-4; I Timothy 6:14-15; Titus 2:13; Hebrews 4:14-15; Rev. 1:8. 

Holy Spirit 

The Holy Spirit is co-equal with the Father and the Son of God. He is present in the world to make men aware of their need for 

Jesus Christ. He also lives in every Christian from the moment of salvation. He provides the Christian with power for living, 

understanding of spiritual truth, and guidance in doing what is right. As Christians, we seek to live under His control daily. 

Scripture References: John 14:16-17, 16:7-13, 17; Acts 1:8; Romans 5:5; I Corinthians 2:12; 3:16; 2 Corinthians 3:17; Galatians 5:25; 

Ephesians 1:13, 5:18. 

Bible 
The Bible is God’s Word to us. It was written by human authors, under the supernatural guidance of the Holy Spirit. It is the 

supreme source of truth for Christian beliefs and living. Because it is inspired by God, it is the truth without any mixture or 

error. The Bible is infallible, inerrant, and absolute truth. Where it speaks we listen and obey. Scripture References: Psalms 

12:6, 119:105, 160; Proverbs 30:5; 2 Timothy1:13, 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20-21. 

The Church 
The church is the body and bride of Christ also the household of faith. It is a living temple where God dwells in His people. We 

believe that everyone that has been saved by Christ is a member of the church. We believe that the church exists throughout 

the world, and is witnessed and experienced in local autonomous gatherings of believers. Scripture References: Eph. 4:16; 

Rom.12:4&5; Ephesians 5:24-32; Gal. 6:10; 1 Peter 2:4-5; 1 Cor. 3:16; Acts 14:23; Matt. 16:16–18; Acts 2:42–47; Rom. 12:5; 1 Cor. 

12:12–27; Eph. 1:20–23; 4:3–10; Col. 3:14–15. 

Salvation 
Salvation is God’s free gift to us, but we must accept it. We can never make up for our sin by self-improvement or good 

works. Only by trusting in Jesus Christ and God’s offer of forgiveness can anyone be saved from sin’s penalty. When we turn 

from our self-ruled life and turn to Jesus in faith we are saved. Eternal life begins the moment one receives Jesus Christ as 

Lord of his life. This is evidenced by repentance, confession, baptism by immersion, and a life committed to His service. 

Scripture References: John 1:12, 14:6; Romans 5:1, 6:23; Galatians 3:26; Ephesians 2:8-9; Titus 3:5. 

Discipleship 

The Bible teaches that every Christian is called to “full-time” Christian service, regardless of his or her vocation. We practice 

the truth that every believer is a minister by encouraging every member to find a place of service and ministry. 

Every believer has direct access to God through Bible reading/study, prayer, and the leading of the Holy Spirit. Every 

Christian is to be a disciple developing relational environments in which they share their faith with those around them by 

word and by action. 

Revelation 1:6a (NKJV), “And has made us kings and priests to His God and Father.” 
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1 Peter 2:9 (NKJV), “But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you 
may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; who once were not a people but 
are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy.” 

Negotiable (non-salvation issues)  

Spiritual Gifts  
Few areas of theology within the church have caused more division than the subject of spiritual gifts. We believe all of the 

spiritual gifts spoken of in 1 Corinthians 12-14 are for today. Others believe some of the gifts are for today. And, there are 

those who believe none of the gifts are for today. You can see the potential problems. We do not believe that this subject 

constitutes a salvation issue.  

The Spirit of God does not work contrary to the Word of God. 

Behavior that Unifies: At Newlife, it is okay to believe differently on this issue, but we will act in this way: 

We will not allow the discussion of a non-salvation issue to destroy the Lord’s work. 

We do believe God does miracles and answers our prayer and through the work of the Holy Spirit, empowers us to serve 
Him and do good works. Scripture Reference: 1 Peter 4:7-11 

The following are Scripture references for Newlife where the gift of tongues and prophecy are used. These are rules for their 

use: 

If someone speaks in a tongue, it will be one at a time. 1 Corinthians 14:27,33,40 

There must be an interpreter. 1 Corinthians 14:28 

There must be one who discerns whether it comes from God. 1 John 4:1 

If it is a prayer language, there is a place to pray. Matthew 6:6  

All the gifts must be used to edify the church, not the individual. 1 Corinthians 14:4-5,26 

No one has all the gifts, but the church is to be a body. 1 Corinthians 12:27-30 

For those who believe prophecy is a gift active today, then the rules of a prophet apply. Deuteronomy 18:20-22 

 

Communion  
The Lord’s Supper is the remembrance of Christ’s body devoted, and of His blood shed for the remission of our sins. This 

remembrance cannot take place without faith.  

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 (NKJV), “For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus on the 
same night in which He was betrayed took bread; and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, “Take, eat; this is 
My body which is broken for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, 
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” For as often 
as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes.” 

Stewardship 

We are stewards through giving in tithes, offerings, and our time. Scripture References: Leviticus 27:30; Malachi 3:7-12; 
Mark 12:43-44; 2 Samuel 24:24a; Matthew 23:23; Luke 11:42. 
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Our Structure 
Newlife is affiliated with the Church of God, Cleveland Tennessee. For over 125 years the Church of God has been a distinctive 

movement focused on communicating the gospel in the power of the Holy Spirit.  Presently, the Church of God has a world-

wide membership of over 7 million with a presence in 178 countries around the globe.  We have a hierarchy of government 

with international, regional and local levels of authority – Presiding Bishop, Regional Bishop, District Bishops and local church 

pastors. 

Newlife is: 

• Staff led in day to day  

• Senior Leadership Team guides and governs  

• People gifted – to serve each other & the ministry of the church 
Scripture References: 1 Timothy 3: 1-7; Acts 20:17-28; 1 Peter 5:2; Titus 1:5-6 

Financial Accountability Practices 
Our Senior Leadership Team is responsible to oversee the financial stewardship at Newlife.  

• Oversee department budgets for all ministries, foreign missions, and outreach. 

• Annual audit is completed to verify our financial practices and have accountability.  

Vision | Mission  
At Newlife, our vision and mission strategies are clearly defined for everyone. 

Our Vision Statement 
Newlife exists to lead others into a growing relationship with Jesus Christ (making disciples). We believe this is a life-long 
process of following and maturing in Christ.  We realize that this doesn’t happen overnight and it is best done in the context of 
relationship, first with Jesus Christ and then with others.    Scripture References: Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 2: 42-47 

Our Mission Statement 
The mission of Newlife is to Love, Serve and Celebrate God & People. We believe that the kingdom of God is an “others first” 

kingdom and how we love, serve and celebrate others is important to God and those around us.  We believe every Christian 

can and should love, serve and celebrate God and others in every aspect of their lives, not just a set time on Sunday. 

Scripture References: Matthew 22:37-40; 2 Corinthians 5:18-20; Luke 19:10; 2 Peter 3:9 

Our Values – who we are as we fulfill God’s plan for us                                                                                                    

We have found that every organization and church have a culture of its own.  Our values help define who we are as we 

accomplish our mission.  To help guide us, we ask important questions that help us embrace and live out our values. 

• Build Alignment – How am I advancing our mission, vision and strategies? 

• Pursue Health – How am I living that will help me and others thrive tomorrow? 

• Make It Happen – How am I looking for ways to make our church get better? 

• Battle Mediocrity – How am I ensuring that what is good isn’t getting in the way of what could be great? 

• Choose Trust – How am I believing the best about others? 

• Determine To Serve – How am I serving others or do I expect to be served? 
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Next Steps – we all need guidelines to point us in the right direction from where we are presently. 

• Follow Jesus – the first and single most important step for your faith. 

• Read Your Bible – it’s the best way to know who God is, who you are and what to do with your life. 

• Water Baptism – it’s physical and public profession of the inward, spiritual decision you have made. 

• Receiving the Holy Spirit – it’s an incredible gift that Jesus himself says we should ask and wait for. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

• Join The Mission – serve with us at Newlife.  If you’re ready to get involved there is no better time than now. 

• Bring A Friend – it’s just better with friends!  Life, faith, growing together is meant to be in relationship. 

• Choose Community – everyone needs a place to belong.  We believe everyone is designed for community. 

• Give Generously – you’re surrounded by generous people at Newlife.  Your giving creates the atmosphere for 
others to be lead into a growing relationship with Jesus Christ. 

Membership 

What does it mean to become a Member of Newlife? The difference between “Attendees” and “Members” can be summed up in 

one word: COMMITMENT. 

Expectations of our Members: 

• At Newlife, we never ask our members to do more than the Bible clearly teaches. We only encourage our members 
to do what the Bible expects every Christian to do. These responsibilities are spelled out in the Membership 
Covenant.  

• It’s a membership requirement that every member be baptized the way Jesus demonstrated (by immersion), even 
though you may have been sprinkled as children. If you have already been baptized in water you do not have to 
again. 

By signing below, I signify that I have read & am in agreement with the mission/vision/leadership of Newlife.  

Please give/send this page to one of our Ministry Team. 

_____________________________________________________    ________________________________ 

 Signature                                                                             Date 

If you want to sign up for water baptism or membership you can do so at the coffee shop or fill out 

the digital sign up form under that next step tab online and we will follow up with you about the date 

and time of our upcoming baptism and membership service. 
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