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Summary of Lessons

Lesson: God desires integrity—a life in which our public religion
agrees with our private character.

Lesson: Spiritual maturity includes recognizing what is most
important without treating lesser acts of obedience as
unimportant.

Lesson: Genuine devotion to God must influence how fairly and
truthfully we treat other people.

Lesson: Those who have received mercy from God should
extend mercy to others.

Lesson: God is not impressed by dramatic religious displays
that are unsupported by dependable character.

Lesson: Faithfulness in major responsibilities should be
accompanied by obedience in ordinary details.

Lesson: We need humility, Scripture, prayer, and correction
from others to recognize our blind spots.

Lesson: Before criticizing small faults in others, we should
allow God to confront the larger sins within us.

Lesson: The purpose of biblical knowledge is not merely to
make us informed but to make us faithful followers of God.
Lesson: We do not overcome hypocrisy through greater self-

effort alone. We need the forgiveness, example, and
transforming power of Christ
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10 Lessons from Matthew 23:23-
24

Fourth Woe: Skewed Priorities



Matt 23:23-24 "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For
you tithe mint and dill and cumin, and have neglected the weightier
matters of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness. These you
ought to have done, without neglecting the others. You blind
guides, straining out a gnat and swallowing a camel! ESV

The Setting

Jesus spoke these words while confronting the scribes and
Pharisees. They carefully tithed even tiny garden herbs but
neglected the deeper moral demands of God’s law. Their attention
to detail was not wrong; Jesus said they should have practiced it.
Their error was using meticulous religious observance while
overlooking justice, mercy, and faithfulness.

The picture in verse 24 is intentionally striking: they strained a tiny
gnat from a drink but swallowed a camel. Both animals were
ceremonially unclean, but the camel was far larger. Jesus was
exposing people who were extremely careful about minor matters
while remaining blind to serious sins.

1. God Examines the Whole Life

The Pharisees focused on visible practices that could be measured
and noticed. Jesus looked beneath their outward conduct to the
condition of their hearts and their treatment of others.

We can attend church, give money, quote Scripture, and observe
Christian traditions while harboring pride, dishonesty, bitterness, or
indifference. Outward devotion cannot compensate for inward
rebellion.

Lesson: God desires integrity—a life in which our public religion
agrees with our private character.

2. Not Every Biblical Matter Has Equal Weight

Jesus called justice, mercy, and faithfulness “the more important
matters of the law.” He did not teach that smaller acts of obedience
are meaningless. Rather, He showed that some truths are central
because they reveal God’s character and shape how we treat
people.

True devotion pays attention to the details without losing sight
of what matters most: reflecting God’s justice, mercy, and
faithfulness in every part of life.

Engaging the Holy Spirit through Prayer

Heavenly Father, search my heart and reveal where my faith has
become outward, selective, or proud. Forgive me for noticing small
faults in others while overlooking serious sins within myself.

Teach me to practice justice, extend mercy, and walk faithfully with
You. Help me obey You in both great responsibilities and ordinary
details. Keep biblical knowledge from making me proud; use Your
truth to make me more humble, compassionate, and Christlike.

Lord Jesus, thank You for perfectly fulfilling what | have failed to do
and for bearing my sin upon the cross. By Your Spirit, transform my
heart so that my words, choices, and treatment of others reflect
Your character.

In Jesus’ name, amen.



Lesson: We do not overcome hypocrisy through greater self-effort
alone. We need the forgiveness, example, and transforming power
of Christ.

PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS

— Examine whether your public faith agrees with your private
conduct.

— Ask whether minor disagreements are distracting you from
greater biblical responsibilities.

— Treat people fairly, regardless of their influence, background, or
status.

— Show mercy without abandoning truth or accountability.

— Keep your promises and remain faithful in ordinary
responsibilities.

— Invite trusted believers to point out your blind spots.

— Before correcting others, ask God to search your own heart.

— Let Bible knowledge lead to humility, worship, and loving
obedience.

Going Deeper

1. Am | more concerned with appearing righteous than becoming
Christlike?

2. Have | neglected justice, mercy, or faithfulness while
emphasizing smaller matters?

3. Do I judge minor faults in others while excusing serious sins in

myself?

How do | treat people who cannot benefit me?

Does my understanding of Scripture make me humbler and

more compassionate?

6. /s there someone toward whom God is calling me to act justly
or show mercy?

7. In what area do | need to become more faithful?
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Memorize the Central Message

Matthew 23:23-24 warns against a religion that is meticulous in
outward details but careless about the heart of God’s commands.
Jesus does not ask us to choose between careful obedience and
justice, mercy, and faithfulness. He calls us to practice both—uwith
the proper priorities.

Believers can become consumed with secondary questions while
neglecting love, holiness, truth, compassion, and the gospel.
Careful doctrine matters, but our concern for details should never
blind us to Scripture’s central demands.

Lesson: Spiritual maturity includes recognizing what is most
important without treating lesser acts of obedience as unimportant.

3. God Requires Justice

Justice means treating people rightly, defending those who are
vulnerable, refusing partiality, and acting honestly. The religious
leaders appeared devoted to God while participating in systems that
burdened and exploited others.

We neglect justice when we excuse wrongdoing because it benefits
us, treats people differently according to status, remain silent about
abuse, or use power selfishly. Biblical justice begins with God’s
righteous character and must be expressed in our relationships,
churches, workplaces, and communities.

Lesson: Genuine devotion to God must influence how fairly and
truthfully we treat other people.

4. God Desires Mercy

Mercy responds compassionately to people in weakness, suffering,
and failure. The Pharisees were often strict with others while
overlooking their own need for grace.

Mercy does not call evil good or eliminate accountability. It seeks
restoration rather than humiliation and remembers that we
ourselves depend entirely upon God’s compassion.

Christians should be known not only for defending truth but also for
patience, forgiveness, kindness, and care for those who are hurting.

Lesson: Those who have received mercy from God should extend
mercy to others.



5. God Values Faithfulness

Faithfulness includes loyalty, reliability, sincerity, and steadfast trust
in God. The Pharisees maintained religious appearances but were
unfaithful to the true purpose of God’s law.

Faithfulness is demonstrated through consistent obedience when
no one is watching. It means keeping our word, honoring our
commitments, remaining loyal to Christ, and obeying even when
doing so is costly.

Lesson: God is not impressed by dramatic religious displays that
are unsupported by dependable character.

6. Small Acts of Obedience Still Matter

Jesus said, “You should have practiced the latter, without neglecting
the former.” He did not condemn careful obedience. He condemned
distorted priorities.

We should not use “major matters” as an excuse to ignore everyday
faithfulness. A person who speaks often about justice but behaves
dishonestly is inconsistent. Someone who celebrates mercy but
refuses to forgive has missed the point.

Lesson: Faithfulness in major responsibilities should be
accompanied by obedience in ordinary details.

7. Religious Precision Can Hide Spiritual Blindness

Jesus called the leaders “blind guides.” They believed they could
direct others, yet they could not recognize their own hypocrisy. Their
confidence made their blindness especially dangerous.

Knowledge, leadership, and experience do not make us immune to
self-deception. The more convinced we are of our spiritual maturity,
the more carefully we should invite God to examine us.

Lesson: We need humility, Scripture, prayer, and correction from
others to recognize our blind spots.

8. We Must Not Magnify Minor Faults While Ignoring
Serious Sin

Straining out a gnat while swallowing a camel illustrates selective
morality. We may criticize another person’s style, vocabulary,
preferences, or traditions while overlooking our own pride, greed,
cruelty, dishonesty, or unforgiveness.

Churches can also divide over secondary matters while neglecting
the Great Commission, care for the suffering, reconciliation, and
Christlike love.

Lesson: Before criticizing small faults in others, we should allow
God to confront the larger sins within us.

9. Correct Beliefs Should Produce Christlike Character

The Pharisees possessed biblical knowledge, but their knowledge
did not produce justice, mercy, and faithfulness. Truth that reaches
only the mind can become a source of pride. Truth received humbly
transforms character.

Sound doctrine and godly living must remain together. The better
we understand Scripture, the more loving, humble, truthful, and
faithful we should become.

Lesson: The purpose of biblical knowledge is not merely to make
us informed but to make us faithful followers of God.

10. Jesus Perfectly Embodies What the Pharisees
Neglected

Jesus practiced justice, showed mercy, and remained completely
faithful to His Father. He defended the vulnerable, welcomed
repentant sinners, confronted hypocrisy, and obeyed even to death
on the cross.

We have all failed to live with perfect justice, mercy, and
faithfulness. Jesus bore the judgment our sin deserves and rose
again to give new life to those who trust Him. Through the Holy
Spirit, He forms His character within us.



