
 

(MATTHEW 26, MATTHEW 7:21-23, MATTHEW 7:24-27)

The Danger of Spiritual 
Deception

IV. THE DELUSION OF SPIRITUAL DECEPTION

A. Believing your good works override your sinful lifestyle, resulting in 
putting confidence in your good works as the avenue to guide you 
into the Eternal Kingdom of God. For example:
1. Believing that speaking God’s message qualifies you for 

entrance into the Eternal Kingdom of God although your life 
denies the message.

2. Believing that freeing people from the power of evil spirits 
qualifies you for entrance into the Eternal Kingdom of God 
although your life is dominated by evil spirits.

3. Believing that performing great acts that seemingly demonstrate 
God’s power qualifies you for entrance into the Eternal Kingdom 
of God although you have not experienced a great power of God 
delivering you from evil.

B. Believing your acknowledgment of Jesus Christ as Lord overrides 
your lifestyle in sin, resulting in putting confidence in your profession 
of Jesus as Lord to guide you into the Eternal Kingdom of God. For 
example:

1. Having a verbal confession of Jesus as Lord but not a moral 
practice that matches the confession, resulting in being 
deceived about your relationship with God (2 Tim. 2:19).

2. Publicly proclaiming Jesus as Lord but living as if God was 
not to be sought after or served, resulting in being deceived 
about your relationship with God.

3. Professing Jesus as Lord, but living as if denying self and 
denying lustful desires are options instead of obligations; 
living as if judgment day and the return of Christ were not to 
be prepared for, resulting in being deceived about your 
relationship with God.

V. DIAGNOSING SPIRITUAL DECEPTION 2

A. This is a person that propagates a close walk with Jesus as a 
disciple, yet, in actuality; he is far away from Jesus and His Eternal 
Kingdom. One could say that this person has a . . . 

1. CONVICTION about sin BUT no CONVERSION.
2. CONFESSION of sin BUT no CORRECTION of sin.
3. CORRECTION of sin BUT no CHANGE of heart towards his 

sin.
1 The definition, diagnosing, and delusion sections for spiritual deception were adapted 
from Dr. Nicolas Ellen, The Danger of Spiritual Deception. Used with permission.

2 Examples of this can be found in the book The Almost Christian Discovered: Or, The 
False Professor Tried by Matthew Mead, Bottom of the Hill Publishing, 2012, pp. 1-68.

III. THE DANGER OF SPIRITUAL DECEPTION - A WARNING FROM 
JESUS (MATTHEW 7:21-23)

A. Jesus teaches what it means and what it does not mean to call Him 
‘Lord.’ Those who do the will of the Father will enter the kingdom of 
heaven. On the contrary, those who have been spiritually deceived 
by their false prophesies, deceitful exorcisms, and counterfeit 
mighty works will not enter the kingdom of heaven. In fact, Jesus 
will declare to them, “I never knew you; depart from me, you 
workers of lawlessness."

II. THE DEMONSTRATION OF SPIRITUAL DECEPTION - AN EXAMPLE 
FROM JUDAS (MATTHEW 26:6-25, 47-56)

The Background:

1. The introduction of the plot to kill Jesus began in Matthew 26:1-5.
2. Judas becomes one of the indignant disciples in Matthew 26:6-13.
3. Judas initiates the plan to kill Jesus in Matthew 26:14-16.
4. Judas inquires about the plan to kill Jesus in Matthew 26:17-25.
5. Judas imposes the plan in his betrayal of Jesus in Matthew 

26:47-56.
6. Judas inflicts death upon himself after the plan to kill Jesus in 

Matthew 27:3-10.

I. THE DEFINITION OF SPIRITUAL DECEPTION 1

The belief that you have a relationship with God 
and are a part of His Eternal Kingdom when in 
actuality Jesus does not have a relationship with 
you, leaving you outside the Eternal Kingdom of 
God.



4. RESOLUTION to change BUT no RESTRAINT of the will 
resulting in no change.

5. REJOICING in the truth BUT no RELIANCE upon that truth 
he was rejoicing in.

6. PROMOTING Jesus Christ while PRACTICING a satanic life

MAKE THE CONNECTION

1. Matthew 7:24-27, “Everyone then who hears these words of 
mine and does them will be like a wise man who built his house 
on the rock. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because 
it had been founded on the rock. And everyone who hears 
these words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish 
man who built his house on the sand. And the rain fell, and the 
floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, 
and it fell, and great was the fall of it.”

2. What is your spiritual condition this morning?
a. Have you come to a place in your spiritual journey where 

you have a CONVICTION about sin but no CONVERSION, 
CONFESSION of sin but no CORRECTION of sin, 
CORRECTION of sin but not CHANGE of heart towards sin, 
a RESOLUTION in the truth but no RELIANCE of the will 
resulting in no change, a PROMOTING of Jesus Christ while 
PRACTICING a satanic life?

3. What is the remedy for Spiritual Deception?
a. Evaluate your profession with your functional theology.
b. Deal with your guilt through confession and repentance and 

remember that doubting your salvation (if you have not been 
born again) is the byproduct of walking in a lack of love 
towards God and others.

c. Build your life upon the Words of Christ - the GOSPEL!
4. Who do you know in our congregation who might be struggling with 

Spiritual Deception. Will you commit that person to prayer? Further, 
will you call that person this week and begin a difficult conversation 
about the things that we talked about this morning? 


