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Knowing How to Approach God and His Word

“Paul concluded Colossians 2 this way: ‘These are matters which have, 
to be sure, the appearance of wisdom in self-made religion and self-
abasement and severe treatment of the body, but are of no value 
against fleshy indulgence’ (v. 23). Many at the church in Colossae would 
have considered most or all of these components to be wonderful 
aspects of their Christian spiritual growth. Yet God - by means of the 
apostle Paul - did not find them to be acceptable to Him. So to grow only 
in grace has no biblical boundaries for how that is accomplished or 
measured, or even if it has occurred at all. In a similar manner, the other 
extreme. Is valid to consider: to grow only in knowledge without grace not 
only treats God’s Word as a mere textbook, but also removes God 
Himself from the hermeneutical task. God does not permit either either 
extreme in true biblical exposition.”


Greg Harris, The Bible Expositor’s Handbook, Old Testament Digital 
Edition (Tenessee: B&H Academic Nashville), 321.
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Situation                                                                                       
(Your world, circumstances, experiences, etc.) 

The Sun: represents the Heat. This includes your world, 
circumstances, experiences: (a) general life hardships,(b) being sinned 
against, (c) complicating physical issues, (d) Satan, (e) false counsel 
(false teaching and false models), (f) relationship problems (familial, the 
Body of Christ, same sex, opposite sex).  

The Dew: represents blessings and/or good things from God’s 
common grace (Philippians 4:4-6).  

What is the difference between General Revelation and Common 
Grace? Why is this so important to understand? One reason it is 
important to understand is because there is confusion concerning the 
nature of general revelation. “One example of this confusion is 
articulated by Larry Crabb: ‘All truth is certainly God’s truth. The 
doctrine of general revelation provided warrant for going beyond the 
propositional revelation of Scripture into the secular world of scientific 
study expecting to find true and usable concepts’ (Heath Lambert, A 
Theology of Biblical Counseling, Appendix B). 

General Revelation: “the reality that God shows himself to the world in 
the things he has made so that the world is without excuse in their 
rejection of him. General revelation, therefore, condemns mankind by 
an obvious declaration of the existence and goodness of God, which 
they reject in their sin” (Lambert, Appendix B). 

Romans 1:18-20 

18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their 
unrighteousness suppress the truth. 19 For what can be known 
about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. 
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20 For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power 
and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever 
since the creation of the world, in the things that have 
been made. So they are without excuse. 

Key Takeaways: 

1. General revelation is revealed (it is not something that people 
discover). 

2. General revelation is about God (it is the kind of information 
that God conveys). 

3. The subject matter of general revelation is the character of 
God (His eternal power and divine nature - these 
subjects are suppressed by unbelievers). 

4. General revelation leads to condemnation. 

Common Grace: “…allows unbelievers to know true things 
about the world even as they reject the God who creates those 
truths and reveals himself in them” (Lambert). 

1. Common grace is what your cardiologist knows about how to 
do heart surgery. 

2. The findings of psychology are placed under the category of 
common grace - NOT general revelation. 

“Common grace makes it possible for unbelievers to know facts, 
but the noetic effects of sin make it impossible for them to 
embrace the most important facts. The closer unbelievers get in 
counseling to issues having to do with God, the ultimate 
meaning of life, and the problems that plague humanity, the 

greater will be the impact of the notice effects of sin on their 
thinking and the more cautious Christians must be in accepting 
the information they produce” (Lambert). 

God and His Provisions                                                 
(Who God is and what God provides in Christ) 

The Triangle & Circle: represents the Sovereign, Wise, and 
Good God (Jerry Bridges, Trusting God). (Ecc. 3:1-11, 7:13-14, 
9:1-2; Rom. 8:28-30; Jer. 29:11; Gen. 50:20) 

The Cross: God’s provisions for us in Jesus Christ. The Cross 
represents God and truth (Who is God? What is the Gospel? 
The Holy Spirit, Doctrine, and the Church). 

The Stream: The Holy Spirit’s application to you of God’s 
provision in Christ. 

Person                                                                                   
(Two kinds of people. Each person has two levels - fruit and root) 

Thorn Bush: represents ungodliness, foolishness, walking by 
the flesh (Galatians 5:16): (a) Bad Fruit (sinful behavior: sinful 
words, actions and emotions), (b) Bad Root (remember the 
Dynamic Heart Model - thinking, feeling, doing). Includes 
everything pertaining to a sinful heart: beliefs/motives, idols/
ruling desires, lies/lusts. 

Fruit Tree: represents Godliness, wisdom, walking by the Spirit 
(Galatians 5:16). (a) Good Fruit (Godly behavior in words, 
actions, and emotions), (b) Good Root (Godly thinking, feeling, 
and doing within the heart). Includes Godly beliefs/motives, 
desires, etc. 
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The Sitters (submit all assignments to Pastor Silva via 
email msilva@cpccredding.org) 

1. Read Chapter 3 from The Dynamic Heart in Daily Life: 
Connecting Christ to Human Experience. After you 
have done your reading, record at least two 
takeaways from the material this week and tell me 
why those takeaways were so important for you. Also, 
record what challenged you the most in your reading. 

2. Memorize Romans 8:28-29 and Philippians 4:4-6. 

3. Explain your understanding the the “triangle” (include 
the passages from our study in your explanation). 
Next, make the connection of knowing God as 
Sovereign, Wise and Good should change the way 
that you perceive the “heat." 

4. Continue working on your Personal Sanctification 
Project.

Make the Connection

The Strollers 

No extra work required. Thanks for being here! 

The Standers 

1. Memorize Romans 8:28-29. 

2. Think about the topics that we discussed in this lecture. Why 
do you believe that it is so important to know the difference 
between General Revelation and Common Grace? Which truth 
is authoritative in your life? 
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