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Knowing How to Approach God and His Word

“Fourth (continued)…To grow in grace only, and not have that bound to 
true Biblical knowledge, has no boundaries or basis or evaluation. Since 
the beginning of the church, many people have called - and still call today 
- virtually anything ‘growing in grace,’ even if what is done is contrary to 
Scripture. Simply put, growing in grace must have solid biblical evidence 
for it, otherwise, it is not truly growing in grace, no matter how well 
meaning it may be. Paul thus warned the church in Colossians 2:18, ‘Let 
no one keep defrauding you of your prize by delighting in self-
abasement and the worship of the angels, taking his stand on visions 
he has seen, inflated without cause by his fleshly mind.’


Greg Harris, The Bible Expositor’s Handbook, Old Testament Digital 
Edition (Tenessee: B&H Academic Nashville), 302.
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Part 1: Session 4 
Overview of a Visual Model for Christ-
Centered Change (Part 4) 

Is Your Life More Like A Shrub In The Desert Or Like A 
Tree Planted By The Water? (Jeremiah 17:1-10) 

Some commentators have said that Jeremiah 17 is a 
scattered collection of sayings from Jeremiah.  Dr. 
Feinberg has cleverly called them “Jeremiah’s 
Miscellaneous File.” However, the passage before us 
portrays real people, namely Judah. These people, like us, 
are real sinners living in a real world where life’s 
circumstances and unpredictable situations have the 
ability to get the best of us.  Like us, they serve a real God 
who speaks about a real diagnosis, a real cure, and a real 
prognosis.  We would do well to heed the words from 1 
Corinthians 10:6…Now these things took place as 
examples for us, that we might not desire evil as they 
did. 

The Case Study (Situation) (Jeremiah 17:1-4) 

17 “The sin of Judah is written with a pen of iron; with 
a point of diamond it is engraved on the tablet of their 
heart, and on the horns of their altars, 2 while their 
children remember their altars and their Asherim, 
beside every green tree and on the high hills, 3 on the 
mountains in the open country. Your wealth and all 

your treasures I will give for spoil as the price of your 
high places for sin throughout all your territory. 4 You 
shall loosen your hand from your heritage that I gave 
to you, and I will make you serve your enemies in a 
land that you do not know, for in my anger a fire is 
kindled that shall burn forever.” 

1. The sin of Judah was permanent. Note the imagery used 
to describe permanence. It is described as being written 
in two places:  (1) On the tablet of their heart, and (2) on 
the horns of their alters (plural, therefore not talking about 
the Temple – sing.). (see also Ezekiel 14:1-5) 

Judah’s Sin (Diagnosis) (Jeremiah 17:5-6) 

5  Thus says the Lord:  

“Cursed is the man who trusts in man  

and makes flesh his strength,  

whose heart turns away from the Lord.  

6  He is like a shrub in the desert,  

and shall not see any good come.  

He shall dwell in the parched places of the 
wilderness,  

in an uninhabited salt land.  

1. Sin’s Reaping (Consequences):  Cursed.  How was Judah 
cursed?  (a) Their children remembered their altars  
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and Asherim. “The Asherah poles were wooden poles set 
up as objects of worship to represent the Canaanite 
fertility deity, Asherah. Though forbidden by law 
(Deuteronomy 16:21), they were located under trees and 
on hills throughout the land” (Feinberg).  What kind of 
legacy did these people leave? (a) Their wealth and all of 
their treasures would be given over for spoil as the price 
for their high places for sin throughout all their territory. (b) 
Their heritage, which God gave them, was taken away. (c) 
They would have to serve their enemies in a land that they 
did not know. “Judah experienced a partial plundering by 
Nebuchadnezzar in 597 (2 Kings 24:13-14). An even more 
thorough ransacking occurred when the Babylonians 
captured Jerusalem in 587 (2 Kings 25:13-15)” (Feinberg). 
(e) God’s anger would be kindled like a fire that burns 
forever against them.  

2. Sin’s Reaction (Behavior):  Trusts in man – the flesh. How 
was Judah trusting in man? (a) They built alters to these 
man-made gods. (b) They were trusting in their own 
wealth and treasures. (c) They were trusting in their 
heritage. 

3. Sin’s Root (Heart):  The heart turns away from the Lord.  
What was Judah’s motive at the root level? They had 
turned away from the Lord and trusted in other gods, 
nations, and men. 

What image could Jeremiah possibly use to portray this?  
“He is like a shrub in the desert, and shall not see any 
good come. He shall dwell in the parched places of 
the wilderness, in an uninhabited salt land” (verse 6). 

Judah’s Solution (Cure) (Jeremiah 17:7-8) 
7  “Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord,  

whose trust is the Lord.  

8  He is like a tree planted by water,  

that sends out its roots by the stream,  

and does not fear when heat comes,  

for its leaves remain green,  

and is not anxious in the year of drought,  

for it does not cease to bear fruit.”  
God portrays another tree in Jeremiah 17:7-8. This tree did 
not represent sin, but rather; the tree related to righteousness. 

1. Righteousness’s Reaping (Consequences): Blessed. 

2. Righteousness’s Reaction (Behavior): Behavior is implied 
in this passage. We understand that the people of Judah 
were trusting in their man-made gods because of both the 
altars that were positionally located under the trees and in 
their own hearts. If they were really maintaining loyalty to 
God then they would have remained faithful to God’s 
sacrificial system in the Temple. 

3. Righteousness’s Root (Heart): Trusts in the Lord. 

Here in lies the solution for Judah. However, there is only 
one problem. Their sin, according to Jeremiah, is 
engraved permanently on their hearts and alters like a 
tattoo.   
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Judah’s Sure Future (Prognosis) (Jeremiah 17:9-10) 
9  The heart is deceitful above all things,  

and desperately sick;  

who can understand it?  

10  “I the Lord search the heart  

and test the mind,  

to give every man according to his ways,  

according to the fruit of his deeds.” 

1. Judah, and individuals within the God’s created world 
(after Genesis 3), would have to receive a new heart. The 
only cure to this prognosis would be nothing less than the 
rebirth of a sinner.  Jesus said, “You must be born 
again” (John 3:7).  Paul reiterated this same truth in 2 
Corinthians 5:17: “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he 
is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, 
the new has come.” 

2. Christ’s work on the cross took care of the permanent sin 
written on our heart and our altars: 

A. Erasure (Put Off): “And you, who were dead in your 
trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, 
God made alive together with Him, having 
forgiven us all our trespasses, by canceling the 
record of debt that stood against us with its legal 
demands. This He set aside, nailing it to the cross. 
He disarmed the rulers and the authorities and 

put them to open shame, by triumphing over them 
in Him” (Colossians 2:13-15). 

B. Rewriting (Put On): “And you show that you are a 
letter from Christ delivered by us, written not with 
ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on 
tablets of stone but on tables of human hearts” (2 
Corinthians 3:3). 

3. Where is Judah’s ultimate hope? “But this is the 
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel 
after those days, declares the LORD: I will put my law 
within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I 
will be their God, and they shall be my people. And no 
longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each 
his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they shall all 
know me, from the least of them to the greatest, 
declares the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and 
I will remember their sin no more’” (Jeremiah 
31:33-34).  John MacArthur, commenting on this passage 
states: “It has already begun to take effect with ‘a remnant, 
chosen by grace’ (Romans 11:5). It will be also realized by 
the people of Israel in the last days, including the 
regathering to their ancient land, Palestine (Jer. 30-33). The 
streams of the Abrahamic, Davidic, and New Covenants 
find their confluence in the millennial kingdom ruled over by 
the Messiah.” 
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The Sitters (submit all assignments to Pastor Silva via 
email msilva@cpccredding.org) 

1. Read Chapter 3 from The Dynamic Heart in Daily Life: 
Connecting Christ to Human Experience. After you 
have done your reading, record at least two 
takeaways from the material this week and tell me 
why those takeaways were so important for you. Also, 
record what challenged you the most in your reading. 

2. Memorize Jeremiah 17:5-8. 

3. Answer the following questions:  

(a)  Describe a sinful situation you have been in 
this year? (The Heat) 

(b) What does the Wonderful Counselor say 
about your sin (diagnosis)? 

(c)  What does the Wonderful Counselor say 
about your solution (cure)? 

(d) What does the Wonderful Counselor say 
about your sure future (prognosis)? 

4. Continue working on your Personal Sanctification 
Project.

Make the Connection

The Strollers 

No extra work required. Thanks for being here! 

The Standers 

1. Memorize Jeremiah 17:7-8. 

2. Think about the following questions: 

(a)Think about a sinful situation you have been in this 
year (the Heat). 

(b) What does the Wonderful Counselor say about your 
sin (Diagnosis), the solution (Cure), and your sure 
future (Prognosis)?

mailto:msilva@cpccredding.org
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