
Election’s Tension 
Romans 9:1-6 

 
 
The tension: 

3… I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ 
for the sake of my brothers 
6 …not all who are descended from Israel belong to Israel 
Not all physical descendants of Abraham are part of God’s true  
spiritual people of faith.  
Can this sovereign God really be trusted? 

 
Paul’s gracious approach to the discussion:  

1I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience 
bears me witness in the Holy Spirit—2that I have great sorrow and 
unceasing anguish in my heart. 3For I could wish that I myself were 
accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, my 
kinsmen according to the flesh.  

 
The key details in the tension:  

4They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, 
the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the 
promises. 5To them belong the patriarchs, and from their race, 
according to the flesh, is the Christ, who is God over all, blessed 
forever. Amen.  

 
The confident assurance for the tension:  

6But it is not as though the word of God has failed. 
 
Key truth: 

As we fully trust the God of the gospel, we must graciously care for 
souls!  

 
So what?  

Do I fully trust the God of the gospel? 
Am I placing my trust in outward associations or in inward change? 
Do I genuinely care for others like Christ did? 
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Outline of Romans 
 

Introduction—the Gospel (1:1-17) 
Paul’s greeting (1:1-7) 
Paul’s interest (1:8-15) 
Paul’s theme (1:16-17) 

God’s righteousness revealed through condemnation (1:18-3:20) 
Condemnation of the truth-suppressors (Gentiles) (1:18-32)  
Condemnation of the self-righteous (Jews) (2:1-3:8) 
Condemnation of the whole world (Jews & Gentiles) (3:9-20) 

God’s righteousness revealed through justification (3:21-5) 
Justification’s terms (3:21-25) 
Justification’s objectives (3:25-31) 
Justification’s example (4) 
Justification’s value (5:1-11)    
Justification’s triumph (5:12-21) 

God’s righteousness revealed through sanctification (6-8:17) 
Sanctification’s foundation (6:1-5)  
Sanctification’s mindset (6:5-11) 
Sanctification’s effort (6:11-13) 
Sanctification’s rationale (6:14-23) 
Sanctification’s conflict (7:1-25) 
Sanctification’s power (8:1-17) 

God’s righteousness revealed through glorification (8:18-39) 
Glorification’s hope (8:18-27) 
Glorification’s guarantee (8:28-30) 
Glorification’s assurance (8:31-39) 

God’s righteousness revealed through election (9-11) 
Election’s tension (9:1-5) 
Election and God’s sovereignty (9:6-29) 
Election and God’s redemptive plan of faith (9:30-10:21) 
Election and God’s people of faith (11:1-32) 
Election’s conclusion: Praise to our sovereign God! (11:33-36)  

God’s righteousness revealed through transformation (12:1-15:13) 
Transformation experienced in personal worship (12:1-2) 
Transformation experienced in church body function (12:3-8) 
Transformation experienced in personal conduct (12:9-21) 
Transformation experienced in response to government (13:1-7) 
Transformation experienced in genuine love (13:8-10) 
Transformation experienced in anticipation of future salvation (13:11-14)  
Transformation experienced in corporate worship (14:1-15:13)  

Conclusion—the global impact of the Gospel (15:14-16:27) 
Proclamation to all (15:14-21) 
Gospel-centered relationships (15:22-16:24) 
Final Praise (16:25-27) 

 
 
The Gospel = the good news of God’s saving righteousness through Jesus Christ 
Condemnation = the just expression of God’s wrath toward all sinners 
Justification = God’s declaration of righteousness for undeserving sinners 
Sanctification = the continual consecration of true believers toward righteousness   
Glorification = the full transformation of every adopted child of God 
Election = God’s sovereign selection and establishment of His own people of faith  
Transformation = the real-life change of those who have participated in God’s saving mercy 
 


