
Sanctification’s Foundation 
Romans 6:1-5 

 
 

 
 
Key truth:  

Considering the ‘now what?’ of salvation, all true believes 
should fully embrace their new identity in Christ. 

 
Considering the ‘now what?’ of salvation… 

1What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may 
abound? 2By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it?  

 Sanctification: 
   = to be set aside for a purpose, to be consecrated 

= the process of spiritual growth by which all true believers 
are consecrated away from sin and toward Christlikeness  

  
All true believes should fully embrace their new identity in Christ.  

5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall 
certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.   

 A new identity that has positionally died to sin  
3Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ 
Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We were buried therefore 
with him by baptism into death… 

 A new identity that has been positionally raised to new life  
4…in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 

 
So what?  

Have you received a new identity in Christ? 
Do you daily realize the significance of your new identity in Christ?  
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Sanctification: 

The work of God in the life of a justified believer that both sets him 
apart to God and empowers him to grow in true holiness.    

A progressive work of God and man that makes us more and more 
free from sin and like Christ in our actual lives. (Wayne Grudem) 

  

That inward spiritual work which the Lord Jesus Christ works in a man 
by the Holy Ghost, when He calls him to be a true believer. He not only 
washes him from his sins in His own blood, but He also separates him 
from his natural love of sin and the world, puts a new principle in his 
heart, and makes him practically godly in life (J.C.Ryle) 

  

That gracious operation of the Holy Spirit, involving our responsible 
participation, by which He delivers us as justified sinners from the 
pollution of sin, renews our entire nature according to the image of 
God, and enables us to live lives that are pleasing to Him (Anthony 
Hoekema). 

   
Three tenses of salvation in Romans:  
 Question - Are true believers saved? 
 Answer - Yes…Usually…Not Yet 

Yes—True believers have been saved from the penalty of sin  
(positional justification) 
Usually—True believers are being saved from the power of sin 
(progressive sanctification) 
Not yet—True believers will be saved from the presence of sin 
(perfect glorification) 

 
 
 
Outline of Romans: 

Introduction (1:1-17) 
God’s righteousness revealed through condemnation (1:18-3:20) 
God’s righteousness revealed through justification (3:21-5) 
God’s righteousness revealed through sanctification (6-8)  

Sanctification’s foundation (6:1-5)  
Sanctification’s mindset (6:5-11) 
Sanctification’s effort (6:11-23) 
Sanctification’s conflict (7:1-25) 
Sanctification’s power (8:1-17) 

God’s righteousness revealed through glorification (8:18-39) 
God’s righteousness revealed through election (9-11) 
God’s righteousness revealed through transformation (12-15:13) 
Conclusion (15:14-16:27) 
 


