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Announcements

It’s that time of year again – back to school, back at work, back to being watchful for 
pedestrians on Jamestown Road, to gathering leaves in the yard, to the busyness of Kids’ 
Morning Out and Early Childhood Music School, and back to regular choir practice and Sunday 
School. We return in the fall to the many meaningful routines that shape our lives. We think it’s 
an especially good time to get back into the habit of generous weekly giving to Williamsburg 
UMC, too!  Both worship attendance and giving tend to decline for churches during the 
summer, and our community is no exception. If you are someone who estimates your giving 
to our church, September is a great month to check on the status of your estimate for 2022. If 
you are someone who gives when you are present, September is a fine month to get back into 
the habit of regular worship attendance and giving. Generosity, like exercise and good eating 
habits, is best done regularly and faithfully! If you’ve had to take a break from some of your 
routines this summer, you might make September the month you get back to reviewing your 
giving statement, back to responding to your generous impulses, and back into the habit of 
regular support for to the many ministries of our family of faith at Williamsburg UMC.

From the WUMC Stewardship Team

Back to New?
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It’s not easy to know where to begin when 
praying to God. But when his disciples 
asked “teach us to pray!” Jesus responded 
with something quite unique – in many ways, 
revolutionary! 

Together with our Fall sermon series, we 
have begun a 5-week, in-depth look at 
The Lord’s Prayer - through the lenses 
of Scripture, history and our theological 
heritage. On Wednesdays (in-person at 7:00 
p.m., in the Fellowship Hall) and again on 
Thursdays (same study, by ZOOM, at 10:30 
a.m.) we are asking Jesus again to “Teach Us 
to Pray,” and listening for his answer. 

We are resourcing our discussion with the 
Willimon & Hauerwas book “Lord, Teach Us 
to Pray,” available from Pastor Dave or the 
Church Office at any time.  Do come be with 
us; biblical novices and day-paddlers are 
always welcome! ZOOM link for all Thursday 
sessions below: 

Fall Bible Study – 
Drop on In!

ZOOM LINK

UMVIM Team Leader Training
 
There will be a team leader training event Saturday, 
September 17, at the VAUMC Conference Center:

Virginia Conference Center 
10330 Staples Mill Rd. 
Glen Allen, VA 23060

 
All are welcome. Gathering time is 8:30 AM. CLASS 
WILL BEGIN AT 9 AM and end no later than 2 PM. 

Lunch and training materials will be provided!  
 

Register at this link

Trainers: Kip Robinson and Terri Morgan. 
Contact at (757) 902-2967 or 

tlynmorgan@icloud.com 
 

As a reminder, team leaders must recertify every 
two years. At the two year mark, there is an online 
recertification you may take. If it has been three or 
more years since you trained, you are due for full 

training and an updated manual. 

Sunday School class began meeting on 
Sunday, September 11. 

Bishop McKendree Class 
(Room 101):  

Welcome and Planning

Contact Cindy Banek for more details: 
cbanek@williamsburgumc.org

 

Sunday School 
A NEW CHOICE FOR
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Signs
of the Kingdom

Those bright yellow buses are again on the streets of Williamsburg - a sure sign that summer is 
over and the children of our community are back in school! For many children and their
families it is a time of expectation and excitement. For some families, there is anxiety. Parents 
may wonder, “How can we afford the cost of new backpacks and school supplies?” You, the 
congregation of Williamsburg United Methodist Church (WUMC), serving as the hands and feet 
of Christ, have reached out to meet this need.

You’ve donated crayons, pens and pencils, notebook paper, pocket folders, glue sticks and
backpacks, to name just a few! We have a long history of supporting local families by
providing a multitude of needed school supplies, and this year was no exception. Earlier this 
summer, 150 composition books and boxes of crayons were purchased and delivered to ACE 
Prep Academy (formerly Head Start) for use by the preschool children enrolled there.
Headphones and flash drives needed by older students were purchased with funds donated 
through Local Outreach (LO). Members of WUMC’s LO Team made 24 home visits in Highland 
Park to survey school-age children who needed to be outfitted with a wide variety of school 
supplies. Next, the call was sent out; as always, WUMC responded! 

Throughout the month of August, WUMC brought bags full of school supplies to the church. 
Once all the supplies were gathered, they were organized using lists obtained from local 
schools. The remainder of the donated supplies were delivered to local schools. Together, we 
are providing the children in Williamsburg the supplies they need to learn and grow, knowing 
that we care for them and are here, as a community of God, to help them when needed.

Children are a gift from God, and whenever we help them, we are proclaiming God’s
love for them. Let us continue to shine the Light of Christ out into the world through our
continued caring for others. To God be the Glory!

Click on the button below if you would like to support the many ministries helping to
provide a portion of God’s Kingdom to those in need in the Williamsburg area and around
the world. A click on the button will take you to an on-line giving page for Signs of the
Kingdom. Or if you prefer, cut and paste this link in your web browser:
https://secure.myvanco.com/YQ6S/campaign/C-12N9D

I WANT TO SPREAD 
GOD’S KINGDOM
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Kingdom
Music Ministry Offerings 

2022 - 2023

Stronger Together: Faith, Fellowship, Worship

In March 2020, our world came 
to an abrupt stop and became 
disconnected; but, we still need 
each other to grow in faith, 
fellowship, and worship. Hebrews 
10:24-25 says, “And let us consider 
how to provoke one another to love 
and good deeds, not neglecting 
to meet together, as is the habit of 
some….” 

Over these last two years it has 
been necessary to neglect meeting 
together. Those days are hopefully 
gone for good; but, after two years 
of disconnection, we see how much 
we need each other. We need each 
other to provoke us on to love and 
good deeds! Choir is a loving place 
to sing. All are welcome to join and 
bring friends along, too!

Two registration forms are available: 
a Children and Youth form and an 
Adults form. Please fill out these 
forms completely and clearly – 
especially email addresses. 

For questions, contact Lou-Anne 
Smith, Director of Worship Arts 
(229-1771 Ext. 107 or lsmith@
williamsburgumc.org) or Anthony 
Williams, Associate Director of 
Worship Arts and Director of the 
Early Childhood Music School 
(229-1771 Ext. 108 or awilliams@
williamsburgumc.org).
 
Wesley Choir: Students in grades 
K-5 meet on Wednesdays from 
6:00–6:45 p.m. in Room 173 to 
rehearse unison and two-part music 
that they will sing in worship once a 
month. 
Anthony Williams, Director.

Joyful Noise Ringers: Students in 
grades 1-5 enjoy ringing bells and 
chimes for worship by rehearsing 
on Sundays immediately following 
the 11:00 a.m. worship service. 
The rehearsal is in Room 112 for 45 
minutes. A snack is provided prior 
to rehersal. 
Anthony Williams, Director.
 
Canticles of Praise: Students in 
middle and high school rehearse 
choral music for worship. Rehearsals 
are Sundays from 3:00–4:00 p.m. in 
Room 173. 
Anthony Williams, Director.
 
Bells of Praise: A bell choir for 
middle and high school students 
meets on Sundays from 2:00–3:00 
p.m. in Room 112. 
Anthony Williams, Director.
 
Youth Praise Band: Our vocal and 
instrumental band for middle and 
high school students meets on 
Sundays from 4:00–4:30 p.m. in the 
Youth Center. They lead worship in 
Sunday School and Messy Church, 
as well as in Sunday morning 
worship several times per year. 
Anthony Williams, Director.

Koinonia Belles: This bell ensemble 
meets on Tuesdays at 11:00 a.m. 
Lou-Anne Smith, Director.
 
Sanctuary Choir: This vocal choir 
leads weekly Sunday morning 
worship services and welcomes 
folks from high school through 
adult. No experience is necessary. 
Members are asked to commit to 
one service each Sunday – either 
8:15 a.m. or 11:00 a.m. (and 

occasionally two services for special 
Sundays). Rehearsals are Thursdays 
from 7:00–8:30 p.m. in Room 114. 
Lou-Anne Smith, Director.
 
Covenant Ringers: An intermediate 
youth, college student, and adult 
bell choir meets on Thursdays from 
5:30–6:30 p.m. in Room 112. 
Lou-Anne Smith, Director.
 
Sanctuary Orchestra: Our orchestra 
rehearses on Mondays from 
5:15–6:15 p.m. in the Atrium. 
We welcome beginners and 
experienced players alike! Eighth 
grade through adult. 
Lou-Anne Smith, Director.
 
Handel’s Messiah 2022: After a 
two year “hiatus” due to Covid-19, 
Messiah returns in-person this year! 
Singers in high school, college, 
and adults from the church and 
community are welcome to join 
us in presenting this magnificent 
music! 

Rehearsals will be Sunday evenings, 
November 13, 20, 27, and Thursday 
December 1 at 6:30 p.m. 

Our concerts are Friday, December 
2 at 7:00 p.m. and Saturday, 
December 3 at 6 p.m. 

(Please note the time change, as it 
is different than previous years!) 
Lou-Anne Smith, Director
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 Just this week I spoke with someone 
deeply disaffected with a neighboring church. 
His views, he shared in some detail, just don’t 
line up anymore with the statements of his 
denomination. Everything has become too 
political (in the wrong direction!). His pastor is 
a pleasant sort, but lacks the courage to lead in 
a manner consistent with the Gospel. Could he, 
the fellow asked, find a better home with us?

 (Sigh.) 

 It is news to no one that a great many 
people are unhappy with the direction of 
their denomination these days. And if ever we 
United Methodists were the exception, we sure 
aren’t now! But what has startled me over the 
past 6 or 8 years is that the fellow mentioned 
above could just as likely come from the Right 
or the Left of the political spectrum. (Which 
did you think he was?) How strange that those 
on the ‘wings of things’ are drawing some 
of the very same conclusions, and using very 

a letter from

Our Pastor

similar terms to express deep frustration with 
the Church – and with other formerly trusted 
institutions, too, like federal government 
agencies, law enforcement, and health care 
providers.

 As it happens, none of this should come 
as a surprise. Our two political parties are now 
leading a profound fracture that is at once more 
cultural, racial, generational and geographical 
than at any time in popular memory. (Whether 
our parties are driving those deep fissures or 
being driven by them is for someone wiser than 
I to figure out.) The starkly visible outcome, 
of course, is our inability to find the common 
ground required to address public policy issues 
that demand attention - like racial equity, 
election integrity, gun violence, abortion, public 
health/PPE usage, climate change - and the 
list of course goes on. Our social discourse has 
grown so toxic that the mention of any one of 
these can make us cringe.
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Rev. Dave Rochford, Lead Pastor

 What concerns me more, though, 
as a Christian and as a pastor, is that the 
system seems more driven now by righteous 
indignation and a desire for vengeance than 
by a desire for the public good. A recent poll 
found that the majority of Americans (54%) 
consider that the biggest threat to our way 
of life is other Americans. 

 A Pew Research report confirms 
how deep this runs: a statistical majority in 
both our political parties view those of the 
other Party as “more immoral, dishonest, 
lazy, unintelligent and close-minded” than 
most Americans. (If both sides are correct, 
then I guess we are all in trouble.) We have 
lived in these echo chambers so long, 
we are cultivating misimpressions about 
The Other that would seem comical if 
they weren’t so worrisome: in still another 
survey, Republicans estimated that 36% of 
Democrats are “Atheists or Agnostics” (the 
actual number is 9%) and that 38% “identify 
as gay, lesbian, or bisexual” (that number 
is 6%). For their part, Democrats estimated 
that 44% of Republicans “make over $250K a 
year” (the real number: 2%). 

 So it’s a small surprise, given all 
this cultivated factionalism, that in one of 
the only truly bipartisan churches left in 
America, we in the UMC are hard-pressed 
by those who have declared that the day 
for collaborating with the Other for the sake 
of the Gospel has passed. “Let us go, let 
them go, and at last we can go about really 
serving God and reaching new people!”

 But we are not just United Methodists. 
We are Williamsburg UMC. We have been 
in ministry together for 250 years, and at no 
time, ever, have we been in full agreement 
with each other. (In fact, when we began 
some of us in this town were emphatically 
Royalists and others, Patriots!) I suggest 
that as so many other community groups 
faded away, we did not endure in spite of 
our differences. We endured at least in part 
because of those differences, which are 

a measure of our character in the Gospel 
(Colossians 3:13-14). We needed each other, 
to guard against the self-celebratory tribalism 
that masquerades as religion. And over 
time, we even began to embody the sacred 
Community of the one who brought together 
Jewish patriots and a tax collector for the 
Romans (1 John 4:12).

 It isn’t going to be easy in the present 
season to maintain such a curious community 
– here or anywhere. But contrary to what you 
may have heard of late, there are exemplary 
people in that Other Party, and many of them 
are sincere followers of Jesus. And some of 
them are right here in WUMC, and are a part 
of your family. We grieve that some on each 
end of the spectrum have already left. But for 
those of us still here, I think we have made a 
commitment to endure with each other, even 
perhaps to hold on to each other as family. 
When we are struggling with illness or grief, 
it matters little how someone voted as they 
extend a gesture of love to us, or we, to them.

The world ultimately notices such strange 
alliances (John 13:35).
 
God bless you, and bless our Church, as we 
resolve to love alike.
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