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Global Outreach

W hen we reflect on WUMC, and our role in the church, it might be helpful to consider the church’s role. “It 
is not so much that God has a mission for his church in the world, but 
that God has a church for his mission in the world,” writes Christopher 

J.H. Wright, an Anglican clergyman and an Old Testament scholar. 

“Transforming our World” is a part of our congregational mission, shepherded by 
the Local and Global Outreach teams. You generously support this mission via 
(1) our church budget; and (2) individual gifts of time, talent and treasure. These 
combine to expand the missions and people our church can reach in our effort 
to Transform our World.

Additionally, you have generously given to Global Outreach for specific causes. 
In this article, I’d like to highlight the extra gifts; you have generously given to 
Global Outreach for causes that you have designated.

This year Global through September has received $18,000 in gifts 
designated to specific causes or organizations. Here are the organizations 
that you have allowed us to send your designated financial gifts:

Society of St. Andrew Hunger - Feeding 500

Wings of Caring Congo - Methodist 
Air transport

2,050

UMCOR Disaster relief 4,685

UMCOR Ukraine Specific to Ukraine 8,315

UMCOR Kits Health Kits - 
Disaster relief

2,247

Rise Against Hunger Hunger - Feeding 1,100

Mission Trip Participant Funding 1,634

In addition we have been able to give these gifts to help others in need.

Holston Conference 
UMC

Flood relief - Western VA 500

KY Conference UMC Flood relief - KY 500
Iglesia Metodista Hurricane Fiona Relief - 

Puerto Rico
3,000

RISE Against Hunger Hunger - Feeding 2,740

In late October, with your help, we packed 100 “flood buckets” to be delivered to UMCOR in early November. 
And during Advent you will hear how your generous donations will help My Refuge House in the Philippines – a 
safe place for sex trafficked young women to start to put their lives back together. 

For all that each of you do, we thank you.

1 Christopher Wright, The Mission of God: Unlocking the Bible’s Grand Narrative, p 62
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Due to WUMC serving as a polling site on the second Tuesday in November, Messy Church is shifted (just 
this month) to Tuesday, November 15 from 5:30-7:30pm. Our fun will include crafts, activities and free play 
followed by Celebration Time and a kid-friendly dinner. Together, let’s celebrate the joy of Thanksgiving and how 
God makes room at the table for everyone!

Winter Coat Drive for PREP Academy

Williamsburg UMC sees being a faithful neighbor as a year-round task – and winter is now approaching! The 
month of October is designated each year at WUMC as “Winter Coats for Children Month.” 

Williamsburg children in The Preparatory Academy program need warm coats to wear to school and to play in 
the winter. The Preparatory Academy is the relatively new name for Head Start. The girls wear sizes 4, 5 or 6 and 
the boys wear sizes 5, 6, or 7. Attending pre-school is critical for many children. They interact with others and 
learn basic skills that they will need to begin kindergarten. Please place your coats in the Kid’s Coats bin in the 
Collection Closet in the church Reception Area any time you are in our church building.

Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver (2 Corinthians 9:7). 

Your Local Outreach Team 

Abukloi Foundation is an amazing organization supporting secondary 
education in South Sudan. Some of you have met Founder Angelo Maker, 
a Lost Boy, who began this foundation in 2010. Youth Leader Bill Herman 
is an Abukloi Board member. 

WUMC is hosting the Foundation's annual Board meeting November 
12-13. If you would like to learn more about Abukloi and assist Bill in 
promoting the good work of Abukloi, please contact Pastor Meghan and 
Bill (bill.herman@earthlink.net). 

Youth are especially invited to staff the Sunday Crossroads information 
table and attend the Lunch 'n' Learn to share about "A Day in the Life for 
Sudanese Students." This is a great opportunity for community service 
and leadership development!

Abukloi South Sudan Lunch 'n' Learn

Messy Church in November!
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Thanksgiving Day 2022 will again be a variation on our 
annual celebration of preparing meals and useful gifts on 
Thanksgiving morning.

Meals: Due to the care we are exercising about everyone’s 
health, we will work with Meals on Wheels to prepare 
135 turkey dinners complete with a slice of pumpkin 
pie. We will not be collecting canned vegetables this 
year. A community charity will deliver the hot meals on 
Thanksgiving Day to local folks living in residential motels.

Activities: Christmas ornaments for our Thanksgiving meals, 
toiletry kits for the winter shelter, and other gifts will be 
made by small groups or by congregants at home.

● The shopping list this year is short! 
Please help by providing $15.00 to purchase the meal 

and components of our gifts to the community. 
Make your check out to Williamsburg UMC

● Designate:“Turkey Day” on the memo line

● Mail or deliver to WUMC by November 24

Any extra food will be given to a community food program 
and extra money will be used for hands-on mission 
projects. Thank you! Local Outreach Team

United Women in Faith is happy to announce a new 
event for this fall – Fall Festival! Fall Festival will take 
place Saturday November 12, 2022 at the church, 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. The event will feature sales of the 
following items and a LUNCHEON in the Fellowship 
Hall:

Used Books, Jewelry, Scarves and Handbags, Rada 
cutlery, Baked Goods, Quilted Items, and more!

Please come and bring your friends! All funds raised 
will be donated to missions.

The Heritage Circle will handle donations of baked 
goods from the Congregation, with more information 
to follow. Watch the enotes and church bulletins for 
more information.

Tickets for the luncheon will be available for purchase 
after Sunday services and at the event. Luncheon 
tickets are $10 (cash or check) and entry to the 
Festival is free.

The United Women in Faith respectfully share that this 
is a new event, so items that were once requested for 
the church bazaar such as furniture, appliances, china, 
and glassware, are no longer needed.

Thank you for your past generosity, and we hope to 
see you November 12!

Fall Festival! A New Event 
for United Women in Faith

The Heritage Circle is asking WUMC bakers to help 
us with baked goods for the Fall Festival, Saturday, 
November 12th. Baked goods should be brought 
to the Fellowship Hall on Friday, November 11th. If 
you are baking individual cookies or brownies, please 
place one or two in a small plastic bag instead of on a 
plate. Please include a list of the ingredients in your 
baked goods and include the name of what you have 
made. All kinds of baked goods would be very helpful! 
One hundred percent of the profits from the Fall 
Festival go to support the local and global charities 
supported by the United Women in Faith. 

Call Janet Henke if you have any questions. 
(757) 345-6362.

Calling All WUMC Bakers!

Thanksgiving Morning Ministry
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Looking Ahead to 
December

We are thrilled to share with our 
congregation, community and guests that 
our live and in-person Messiah concerts 
will return on Friday, December 2, at 7:00 
p.m. and Saturday, December 3, at 5:45 
p.m. Our soloists include Michelle Trovato, 
Soprano; Cecelia McKinley, Contralto; 
Ian Lane, Tenor; and Branch Fields, Bass. 
They will be accompanied by our Handel 
Chamber Orchestra.  

Our concerts have historically been very well 
attended. While masking is not required at 
this time, we recommend concert attendees 
mask for their safety and others, including 
our Messiah Chorus, soloists, orchestra members and volunteers. Being up-to-date on vaccinations will help to 
keep you as safe as possible while sitting in the packed Sanctuary. As an option for those concerned for their 
health and safety, live streaming of our Saturday evening concert on December 3 will be offered, giving you 
the opportunity to enjoy the glorious music and message of Messiah, composed by George Frideric Handel in 
1741.  

After holding virtual concerts in 2020 and 2021, we are now observing the 23rd year of Messiah in person 
at WUMC. We appreciate your steadfast support of these concerts, and without you we would not have 
succeeded. Thank you so very much!  

Messiah Concert

Choir Singers and 
Covenant Ringers 
Needed! 
If you are interested in joining the WUMC Choir, or 
interested in joining or subbing the Covenant Ringers, 
please contact Lou-Anne Smith at 
lsmith@williamsburgumc.org 



page 6

Hope in the Mountains
On Sunday, October 9, we welcomed Rev. David Rumberg 

and his wife Cindy to church as they shared information 
about the ongoing covenant relationship between our 

congregation and Hope in the Mountains.

Hope in the Mountains, Inc. is a community based ecumenical 
mission project of the Southern District of the West Virginia 
Conference of The United Methodist Church. The mission began 
through the realization that vulnerable individuals, children, 
families, and seniors living in this impoverished area of West 

Virginia are struggling just to live. Experiencing God’s Kingdom in this impoverished area is not a daily 
experience for many.

The need for simple necessities in life is significant: permanent housing, steady employment, the opportunity 
to learn new and practical life skills to improve their life situation. These are sorely lacking for many in the 
approximately 1,100 residents of Sophia with 24% living below the poverty line. But there is hope because, 
through your prayers and gifts, you are helping to share God’s Kingdom in this impoverished and often 
neglected area of West Virginia.

Your giving has helped Hope in the Mountains recently purchase and remodel a facility to accommodate 
multipurpose classrooms for individual and group training, to support networks, and to offer a safe place 
for the community to gather. In the future there will be a children’s corner, a room for quiet prayer and 
meditation, an internet cafe, a computer training room, and a reading and sewing rooms. With locals working 
together and global support, this community centers becoming a source of hope, strength and support that 
encourages others to reach their potential and return a new sense of hope for a brighter tomorrow for many. 
WVUMC District Superintendent Chip Bennett said this is “a shining example of what ministry can look 
like. We so often get wrapped up in what we do not have, that we fail to recognize what we do have.”

Through your generous giving you are sharing God’s love by offering a safe place in the community

· for children to gather, learn about God, and receive help with their homework

· for older adults to obtain much needed financial management skills and support in obtaining the skills 
needed for meaningful employment

· for the population to learn better nutrition, helping to reduce the high incidence of obesity and diabetes in 
the region

The needs are challenging, and you at WUMC are helping to make a difference. 
Yes, through your prayers and financial support, you are helping to bring a 
portion of God’s Kingdom to those in need in this impoverished and often 
forgotten area of West Virginia.

To God be the Glory!

Click on the button below if you would like to support the many ministries helping to provide 
a portion of God’s Kingdom to those in need in the Williamsburg area and around the world. A click on the button takes you to 
an on-line giving page for Signs of the Kingdom. Or if you prefer, cut and paste this link in your web browser: 
https://secure.myvanco.com/YQ6S/campaign/C-12N9D

https://secure.myvanco.com/YQ6S/campaign/C-12N9D
https://secure.myvanco.com/YQ6S/campaign/C-12N9D


a letter from
Our Pastor

A customer in the check-out line suddenly 
exclaims, “No, that won’t help me!” Then, 
shouting at the clerk: “What is it with you 

people? It’s obvious you use any excuse to gouge 
people. I don’t have to put up with this!” Those of 
us remaining in line help the cashier move aside 
suddenly orphaned items; an embarrassed silence 
descends as we file along in the aftermath. 

Does it seem to you that people are having a hard 
go of it, lately?

Resentful and reactive is for some the disposition of 
the day. Gone, or perhaps never present for many, 
is the recognition that grocery clerks worked right 
through the heydays of the pandemic - making very 
little money, perhaps, but otherwise making sure we 
all could go and stockpile food for ourselves and 
our families.

There are plenty of provocations for this, of course. 

Prices are noticeably higher of late. Many businesses 
are short-staffed. Drivers may be distracted, and 
others, needlessly aggressive. Our familiar old 
routines have not all come back, and we wonder if 
some ever will. Small surprise, perhaps, that some of 
us are spring-loaded, ready to be set-off by peeves 
and prejudices.

While we cannot diffuse the anger and reactivity that 
at times swirls around us, we can choose to reflect 
on how we are gripped by it, or are tempted even 
to engage in it ourselves. The Buddhists are onto 
something, when they observe that “while none of 
us can change the world, we can change the world 
within ourselves.” Irish singer Paul “Bono” Hewson 
observed this years ago, and it has stayed with me 
for 20 years: “When you sing, you make people 
vulnerable to change in their lives. You make yourself 
vulnerable to change in your life! But in the end, 
you’ve got to become the change you want to see 
in the world. I’m actually not a very good example of 
that — I’m too selfish.”

We get that, Bono. Too often do we choose to “go 
to war” with others within our hearts, whether we 
speak the conflict aloud or not. Rather, by the way 
opened to us the One who is the very presence of 
God’s selfless love, we are invited to become the 
change that God has begun and is making in the 
world.

Have you noticed how self-centered people so often 
seem angry? We don’t have to return that reactive 
anger. We can instead can presume the best of 
others, even at times perceiving that these may really 
be struggling just to stay afloat in a challenging time.

We are all in this together, after all. So let us 
smuggle in a heart for peace.
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Rev. Dave Rochford, Lead Pastor
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Interested in being featured in our monthly 
newsletter or the weekly e-note? If so, e-mail 

Jamie Salzberg at jsalzberg@williamsburgumc.org. 
We welcome content related to committee news, 

volunteer information, member testimonials, 
and more!

Poinsettias: given in honor or memory of loved ones, are a 
Christmas tradition at WUMC.  This year’s poinsettias cost $20 each 
or you may make a gift of that amount to the Holiday Flower Fund.  
Make your check payable to WUMC. The form will be available on 
the website and in the Sunday worship bulletins.


