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LOCAL OUTREACH 2022 AT A GLANCE
EVENTS RECIPIENTS ACTIONS

Lenten Special Offering
March 1 - April 17

Respite Care, Kid’s Morning Out, 
United Methodist Family Services

Congregational Funding

March Local Williamsburg FISH food and 
clothing program

Assisted with move to new facilities

Summer Meals for Kids Food 
Collection June 1 - August 1

Meals on Wheels Collected and delivered snacks 
and drinks to Meals on Wheels to 
support summer lunch program

Summer Meals for Kids program 
June 16 - August 25

240 WJCC school students 
considered food insecure

Congregants provided homemade 
baked goods and packed lunches 

once each week at Meals on Wheels 
WISC facility

June Graduating Wesley 
Foundation Students

Honorarium for students to W&M 
Food Pantry

Stivender Scholarships June 3 WUMC College Freshman $1,000 Scholarships Each

School Supply Collection 
July & August

Prep Academy (Head Start); 
Matthew Whaley, Berkeley, Lafayette 

Schools; JCC Social Services; 
Highland Park apartment residents; 

Grove Community Center

New backpacks, supplies, and 
funding

Winter Coat Collection
October 1 - November 5

Children at 
Preparatory Academy

130 New 
Winter Coats

Thanksgiving Special Offering
October 15 - November 30

Residents of 
Local Motels

Enables the Thanksgiving Morning 
Ministry meals and activities 

Thanksgiving Morning Ministry
November 23 - 25

Meals distributed by From His Hand 
to residents of local motels and 

Grove community. Winter Shelter 
residents and Salvation Army

25 WUMC volunteers assisted with 
preparation and packaging meals; 

included a Christmas ornament and 
a handprint turkey placemats (made 

by children in Kid’s Morning Out) 
WUMC Youth packed toiletry kits

Advent Special Offering Literacy for Life, Meals on Wheels 
and Pastor’s Benevolence Fund

Congregational Funding

December Local residents assisted in job search 
by Williamsburg Human Services

Bus ticket for job interviews
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LOCAL OUTREACH 2022 AT A GLANCE

Additional services 
throughout the year

Afghan families living in 
Williamsburg

Local people living in 
residential motels

-  Provided financial support for 
vehicle purchase, moving costs, 

furnishings and dental care.  
-  Provided hospitality, assistance 

with job searches, friendship, 
relational and English literacy 

support.
- Provided additional funds to 

Pastor’s Benevolence Fund to assist 
with housing requests

- Provided and delivered ingredients 
for GWOM Crockpot Meals 

-  Funded and delivered meals from 
Meals on Wheels to low-income 

families through the Family Meals 
program administered by From His 

Hands
-  Collected food, clothing & 

housewares for FISH
- Represented WUMC in local 

Greater Williamsburg Outreach 
Mission & Community of Faith 

Mission
-  Supported the Foodbank of the 
Virginia Peninsula that provisions 

local food pantries

Distributed Local Outreach annual 
operating budget + congregational 

gifts
January 1 - December 31

20 local service organizations 
providing shelter, food & clothing, 

education, security, medical & 
dental care, recreation, home 

help for adults, children’s music 
education, care for dependent 
adults, transportation for job 

interviews, temporary housing, 
home repairs, and prison chaplains

$24,000 operating budget for 2022 
+ congregational support through 
Local Outreach holding accounts & 

designated memorial funds

Community of Faith Mission
Winter Shelter

Scheduled for January 8-15, 2023

Local Residents who are homeless Partner with 2 additional churches to 
provide oversight, meals and shelter 

as host church (administration, 
security, fellowship, hot breakfasts & 

suppers, packed lunches)

We thank you, dear congregation, for making all of this possible despite our community and 
church-wide pandemic restrictions.  Hunger, homelessness and poverty are a consistent part 

of our Greater Williamsburg landscape.  Your Local Outreach Team is grateful for your 
response to our many calls for help.  May God bless you!

EVENTS RECIPIENTS ACTIONS
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Emergency Homeless Shelter
Beginning Sunday evening January 8, 2023 and continuing through next Sunday 
morning, WUMC will be hosting the Community of Faith Mission Winter Shelter. 
Together with King of Glory and Christian Life Churches, guests will receive hot 
breakfasts, dinners and bag lunches each day. Thank you for opening our doors along 
with your hearts to welcome guests. Thank you to the many volunteers upon whose gift 
of time and Christian love make this possible. Please pray for each guest that we have 
the privilege to welcome, the food preparers and servers, those who check-in and 

check-out our guests, those who make our space ready, and those who spend the night awake in order 
that others may have a safe warm space to sleep.

Announcements:

Crockpot Meal Ministry to the Homeless
Notice: You do NOT have to COOK the meal!

Knowing that, would you like to participate in a ministry to area homeless families? The Crockpot Meal Ministry 
is a partnership between Greater Williamsburg Outreach Mission (GWOM), FISH, From His Hands, local motel 
management, and area churches to supply hot, self-made meals for local sheltered homeless families. Each 
family receives a new crockpot, liners, and needed preparation items (can opener, bowl, utensils, etc.). Then 
the ingredients and recipes for 2 meals every other week to cook in their motel room are delivered by church 
members. That’s where YOU come into the picture!

Williamsburg UMC is responsible for providing meals for about 4 families (8 meals) housed at the Pineapple Inn 
on Richmond Road one Thursday every month. Each volunteer will choose a recipe (ideas given), purchase the 
ingredients (costs may be reimbursed by Local Outreach if you desire) and deliver the meal makings for 4 of the 
meals to the motel that morning. 

If you’d like to participate in this ministry in 2023, contact Susan Sallwasser via info@williamsburgumc.org or call 
757-229-1771. Tentative dates for the first half of the year are January 19, February 16, March 16, April 13, May 
11, and June 8.

Save the Date for Bishop Installation Service
Bishop Sue Haupert-Johnson was assigned to the Virginia Conference at the 2022 Southeastern Jurisdictional 
Conference (SEJ) on November 4, 2022 at Lake Junaluska, NC. Bishop Haupert-Johnson was elected to the epis-
copacy at the 2016 SEJ and has been serving over the North Georgia Conference. She will begin on January 1, 
2023 in the Virginia Conference. 

Save the Date for an Installation Service for Bishop Haupert-Johnson on Saturday, February 11 at 10:30 a.m. at 
Woodlake UMC (15640 Hampton Park Dr, Chesterfield, VA 23832). More information will be forthcoming. 

Find Bishop Haupert-Johnson's initial communication to the Virginia Conference as well as a recap of all the juris-
dictional business sessions on the conference website.
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An Update on the Tent of Nations and Nassar Family Farm in 
Occupied Palestine

Many members of Williamsburg 
UMC have followed with concern 
actions related to Tent of Nations, 
the farm of the Nassar family near 
Bethlehem in occupied Palestine, 
a Christian family committed to 
peace with justice that lives by its 
motto, "We Refuse to Be Enemies."  
In 2022, when Daoud (recipient of 
the 2018 World Methodist Peace 
Prize) and his brother were attacked 
on the farm by a gang of masked 
assailants and hospitalized, nearly 
100 of you signed cards of hope and 
encouragement. Thank you!

For 32 years, the Nassar family 
has been engaged in legal efforts 
to register their farm with Israeli 
officials. They have documents 
of ownership dating back to the 
Ottoman Empire, but because their 

land is a hilltop property surrounded by four illegal Israeli settlements on nearby hilltops, their efforts have 
been continuously thwarted by Israeli officials; this continues to the present time despite a ruling from the 
Israeli Supreme Court that the land should be properly registered. 

In November 2022, a hearing was set before the Military Committee for the Registration of Lands; it was 
supposed to be the final session to complete the process. Several consular delegations (including one from 
the US) requested to attend to demonstrate support from the Nassar family and to witness the process 
of registration; sadly, those requests were denied by the Committee. The session was supposed to hear 
objections to the registration from the Custodian of Absentee Properties who is in charge of “State Land.” 
Regrettably, the Custodian did not attend.

The process has been complicated by Israeli authorities who want to designate the Nassar farm as "State 
Land," the major legal mechanism by which land is taken from Palestinians and given to illegal settlements. 
Thus, the Nassars' efforts to protect their property. 

At the November meeting, despite a request to dismiss any objections by the absentee Custodian, the 
Committee re-scheduled the session for January 16, and requested that notification regarding the proceedings 
again be sent to the head of the Custodian of Absentee Properties. 

It is troubling that the Committee seemingly is not interested in following proper procedure and dismissing 
the objection, but interested in continually delaying the proceedings. Technically, until the land is re-registered 
for the Nassars, the previous declaration of this private family land as "State Land" still stands, preventing final 
protection for the land and the Nassar family being able to freely cultivate their land.

In 2006 and 2009, students from the W&M Wesley Foundation planted olive trees on the farm; Daoud has also 
spoken at the Wesley Foundation and our church, so many feel a special connection to this issue. Friends of 
Tent of Nations North America (www.FOTONNA.org) will alert us to further actions we can take to support the 
Nassar family. Watch for how you and others can help this family committed to non-violence, peace and living 
their Christian faith with integrity.
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Save the Date: Executive Director of Churches for Middle East 
Peace to Speak
Thursday, February 16, 6:00 p.m.

The role of Christian peacebuilding and advocacy in the Middle East will be the focus when Executive Director of 
Churches for Middle East Peace (CMEP) Rev. Dr. Mae Elise Cannon, joins us at Williamsburg UMC. 

"Faithful Advocacy: Prophetic and Pragmatic Engagement Toward Peace in the Middle East," will explore resources 
Christians can utilize to advocate for equality, human rights, security, and justice for Israelis, Palestinians, and all 
people of the Middle East.

Dr. Cannon is an ordained pastor in Evangelical Covenant Church and the author of several books; her work has 
been cited in The New York Times, The Washington Post, CNN, Chicago Tribune, Christianity Today, Jerusalem 
Post, and other international media outlets.

As a Partner Congregation with CMEP, Williamsburg UMC is pleased to provide this informative opportunity for 
learning and engagement with a significant leader in the Christian community committed to peace with justice 
in the Middle East. More details will be forthcoming; save the date for what will be an interesting and inspiring 
experience.

Our Story in Color
We have heard a great deal about the history of race within our national story of late. Just down the street, Colonial 
Williamsburg is actively uncovering the history of one of the first black congregations in America.  But what does 
race have to do with the story of Williamsburg United Methodist Church? That’s the question with which we’ll 
begin the New Year, we examine thoughtfully our church’s history over 5 weeks in January and February.
Our time together will include:

I.         
A First Look at Our Story

II.
Our Individual and Family Stories

III.
Our Nation’s Story

IV.
Our Church’s Story

V.
The Next Chapter for WUMC

Led by Rev. Helen Casey-Rutland and former Conference Lay Leader Warren Harper, we will learn from each other as 
we seek to chart a path toward justice and racial healing for ourselves and for the next chapter of our congregation’s 
250+ years of ministry.

The course will take place in Room 173 on Thursdays from 5 to 7 p.m. (with a break built in; feel free to bring your 
supper!), and is designed for those who are middle-school through adult. We will begin Thursday, January 12 and 
conclude on February 9.

Sign up with the church office at 757 229-1771. We’d be delighted to have you with us!
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The Staff Pastor/Parish Relations Committee announces that the WUMC Pastors, Staff and lay 
leadership will be joined by Rev. Troy Sims, who assumes the role of Director of Discipleship 
on January 30, 2023.  

The following letter from Troy to WUMC has been received and by way of introduction is shared 
here. All of us here at WUMC look forward to welcoming Troy and his family (who you will “meet” 
below) and look forward to his work among us.  

Greetings Williamsburg UMC, 
 
I am thrilled and excited to come serve along with all of you as the Director of Discipleship! I 
will be joined by my wife, Sandra, and our 13 year old son, Micah (and our two cats, Malachi and 
Isabella). Sandra and Micah are excited as well (our cats aren’t saying much). 
 
We are all three from Texas, but have spent almost 11 years in the Washington, DC metro area 
where we came for my wife’s job at Sojourners (www.sojo.net) where she has worked in sales and 
marketing (and will continue to do so remotely). She also enjoys reading and making mixed-
media art. Micah is in seventh grade and enjoys playing the clarinet, the alto sax, and video 
games. 
 
I have served in local churches since 2000 when I began seminary at Brite Divinity School in Fort 
Worth, TX. I also served as a chaplain at Children’s Medical Center in Dallas and for a year and a 
half was a stay at home Dad. As an ordained Deacon, I am a member of the North Texas Annual 
Conference of the United Methodist Church and served three churches in that conference. The 
last nine years I was on staff at Capitol Hill UMC in Washington, DC. In all of these churches, 
one of my primary focuses has been discipleship, engaging children, youth, and adults in 
opportunities for study, spiritual practices, nurture, growth, and fellowship. Teaching is one of 
my favorite things to do! In my spare time, I like to: play guitar; read biographies and books in 
theology and biblical studies; listen to 
music; hike; and do a little wood working. 
 
I can’t wait to begin to get to know you 
all and to serve with you all as we join in 
God’s work of making disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the world. 
Blessings to you all! 
 
In God’s Grace, 
 
Deacon Troy Sims

 

Meet Troy Sims
 

Director of Discipleship
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As Christians, there are many opportunities for responding to God’s call to welcome those who are 
“strangers” in our midst. Hebrews 13:2 instructs us “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for 
by this some have entertained angels without knowing it.” One of the ways we are responding to God’s 
call is by helping “strangers” who find themselves unable to navigate the literate world.  

For many, learning is difficult. Perhaps some never succeeded 
in school and find it even more challenging as an adult. For 
those who have immigrated to the United States, learning 
to speak English is necessary yet challenging. By supporting 
the Literacy for Life, you are helping these learners to 
improve their language and math skills and to learn life 
skills. Members of our church volunteer as tutors through 
the local Literacy for Life, whose mission is to “empower 
adults by building foundational skills for success in life and 
work.” Some Literacy for Life tutors utilize WUMC as a space 
for individual and group sessions. You provided financial 
support through the recent Advent Offering, when Literacy 
for Life was selected as one of the 2022 recipients by the 
Local Outreach committee.

Tutor/learner duos usually meet on a weekly basis and can quickly form strong bonds that benefit both 
student and teacher. Often, long-term relationships are formed that allow opportunities for God’s love and 
care to be shared with these new friends. Pictured are Berta Zeladon from El Salvador whose English has 
improved significantly in two years. 

With a recognized need in Williamsburg, these learning experiences have been expanded to include 
weekly group conversation classes. These classes afford learners an opportunity to practice their 
English in a friendly, informal setting among peers from all over the world. Carol Schuster leads 
one of two Advanced English Discussion Classes that serve participants from China, South Korea, Russia, 
Afghanistan, Ukraine, Mexico, and Colombia, among others. Each week participants focus on topics as 
Fabulous Places to Visit, Most Unforgettable Characters, and Adventures in Risk-Taking. All return home with 
an increased appreciation of other cultures.

Through your prayers, gifts, and service, you help to make all this possible. By showing respect and care 
for the “strangers” amongst us, we widen the circle of God’s love for all people, and fulfill the scripture 
noted in Matthew 25:35 “… I was a stranger and you invited me in.”  

You are indeed sharing a portion of God’s Kingdom in this way.  To God be the Glory!

Tutoring English

Click on the button below if you would like to support the many ministries helping to provide a portion of God’s Kingdom in the 
Williamsburg area and around the world. A click on the button takes you to an on-line giving page for Signs of the Kingdom. 

Or if you prefer, cut and paste this link in your web browser: https://secure.myvanco.com/YQ6S/campaign/C-12N9D
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a letter from
Our Pastor

Perhaps fifty years ago, I saw an episode of the 1930s 
serial Our Gang that stayed with me over the years. 
The show, which of course followed the adventures 

of Spanky, Alfalfa and crew, featured two urchins 
wandering hungry through city streets, scrounging food 
from garbage bins. Such a thing was incomprehensible 
to me at the time; that may be why it made a lasting 
impression! At last, they come up with an artichoke. 
Enthusiastically, they go about shucking its rather spiky 
defenses, throwing aside the mysterious mess of the 
choke, and finally, at the very core – what do they find? A 
weird, mushy little center, the “heart.” This too vanishes 
as they paw at it, convinced there has to be something 
better down there after all that work. Finally, the younger 
urchin looks at his companion with an expression of utter 
disbelief and disappointment, as if to ask “land sakes, is 
that it?”

Alas, that was it. And from time to time over the years, 
those images have resurfaced in my mind as a metaphor 
for spoiled hopes and grounded reality. Is my life at 
present just a little too much like that artichoke? Lots of 
defenses, a bit of mess, and at the very center, nowhere 
near as much as I’d like – and maybe not as much as I 
need!

Do you ever at times feel that way? If so, I know of 
only one sure remedy: we were made, at the very core 
of us, for relationship with our Creator. All manner of 

mess comes from being 
alienated from God. 
We become mushy at 
our ordering center, the 
heart of us, without daily 
acquaintanceship with 
God’s love and purpose 
for living. That mushiness 
manifests itself in many 
ways: ennui, boredom, a 
sense of purposelessness, 
callow materialism, and in 
the neuroses that cause 
us to deny our connection 
with and responsibility for 
each other. Some call those 
things idolatry.

Believing this to be true, I am so grateful for the plans 
our church family has for the coming year. A thought-
provoking consideration of our own Williamsburg 
UMC history in the birthplace of English North 
America together with related racial issues will launch 
our journey. Opportunities for connecting with others 
meaningfully through new small groups will be rolling 
out throughout the year. Bible studies and Sunday 
School classes, meaningful engagement in mission 
work, and always the chance to minister meaningfully 
to others though music, Respite Care, Messy Church 
and elsewhere will beckon.

My prayer for you, dear reader, is that you will join 
me in attending to what is at the very core of us 
this new year. (Or else, it really won’t be new for 
us at all – and that won’t do.) With new spiritual 
engagements, carefully chosen, I’d say that when our 
“land sakes, is that it?” moments come, we will not 
be ashamed. We’ll know yet again that Christ is it, 
our very center, our hope, and our all (John 15:5).    

The Blessing of God’s Heart Be Yours, this New Year!

Click on the button below if you would like to support the many ministries helping to provide a portion of God’s Kingdom in the 
Williamsburg area and around the world. A click on the button takes you to an on-line giving page for Signs of the Kingdom. 

Or if you prefer, cut and paste this link in your web browser: https://secure.myvanco.com/YQ6S/campaign/C-12N9D
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The Messenger
A Monthly Publication of
Williamsburg United Methodist Church
500 Jamestown Rd, Williamsburg, VA 23185 
Church Office (757) 229-1771 
www.williamsburgumc.org 
----------------------------------------------------------- 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Interested in being featured in our monthly 
newsletter or the weekly e-note? If so, e-mail 

Jamie Salzberg at jsalzberg@williamsburgumc.org. 
We welcome content related to committee news, 

volunteer information, member testimonials, 
and more!

On behalf of the Williamsburg UMC Pastors and Staff, we wish 
everyone a very Happy and Healthy New Year! 

We thank you for your support throughout 2022, and we look 
forward to all we can accomplish—together—in 2023! 


