
December 2022

The 
Messenger

The First of Four 
Sundays in Advent will 

take place on 
27 November 2022. 

Worship service times 
are 8:15 and 11 a.m., 

with livestreaming 
available during the 

11 a.m. service. 

Take a look at our 
calendar of events for 
this holiday season! 

May your holidays be 
Merry & Bright. 
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December 
Schedule

at  Williamsburg United Methodist Church

First Sunday of Advent 
8:15 & 11 a.m. in person (11a.m. livestream)

Sunday, November 27 

Pastors’ Advent Study 
November 30/December 1 
through December 21/22

Wednesdays 7 p.m. in person and 
Thursdays 10:30 a.m. on Zoom

Messiah Concert
Friday, December 2

7 p.m. Messiah Concert
Saturday, December 3

5:45 p.m. Messiah Concert
(and available via livestream on Saturday)

Second Sunday of Advent
Sunday, December 4  

8:15 and 11 a.m. in person 
(11a.m. livestream)

Third Sunday of Advent 
Sunday, December 11 

8:15 and 11a.m. in person 
(11a.m. livestream)

2 p.m. Respite Care Benefit Bell Concert

Messy Church Christmas 
Tuesday, December 13

Carols ‘Round the Chrismon Tree
Wednesday, December 14 

6 to 7 p.m. Carols ‘Round the Chrismon Tree
A casual time of singing Christmas songs, 

enjoying hot cocoa and fellowship.

A Musical Christmas at Williamsburg UMC 
Sunday, December 18 

8:15 and 11 a.m. in person (11a.m. livestream)
All WUMC choral groups of all ages and the 

orchestra participate in these services.

Service of Hope & Light 
Wednesday, December 21 

5 p.m. in-person and livestream
A contemplative holiday service intended to bless 
those for whom the holidays may be difficult for 
any reason. Stephen Ministers are involved and 

present for prayer.

Christmas Eve 
Saturday, December 24 at 5, 7 & 9 p.m. 

(7 p.m. livestream only)
5 p.m. Christmas Pageant 

(kid and guest-friendly)
7 & 9 p.m. Carols, Candlelight & Communion

Christmas Day 
Sunday, December 25

10 a.m. in person and livestream
one service only!

 3



Music Ministry
WUMC’s inspiring Music 
Ministry is one of the many 
ministries you enable through 
your offerings to the church. 
The weekly music offerings 
during worship on Sundays 
are appreciated by all, but 
this is a small part of what 
is offered throughout the 
year. The children, youth, and 
adult choirs, the bell choirs, 
and the orchestra touch our 
souls throughout the year; the 
organ ministry spreads joy 
and praise. All this is led by 
an exceptionally talented staff 
– all made possible by your 
support of our Music Ministry.

W e often do not think of this as a ministry in the conventional sense, but certainly it is. The music 
speaks to all who worship at WUMC. A highlight of this ministry each year during the Christmas 
season is the gift to the greater Williamsburg area of the presentation of the Messiah. 

On December 4, 1999, George Frideric Handel’s Messiah was performed for the first time in our beautiful 
sanctuary and continued for twenty consecutive years until the pandemic brought an abrupt halt to live 
concerts in 2020. However, the concert continued virtually. 

After virtual performances in 2020 and 2021, the glorious music of Messiah, with its universal message of 
peace, love, and joy, under the baton of Lou-Anne Smith, will return in person and be performed by WUMC 
choir members and others from many churches throughout the Hampton Roads peninsula. Concerts are 
scheduled for Friday, December 2, at 7:00 p.m. and Saturday, December 3, at 5:45 p.m.

What is it about the Messiah that fills our Messiah Family, church members, and guests with feelings of peace, 
love, and joy year after year?

Lou-Anne Smith, WUMC Director of Musical Arts, and Messiah Conductor for the ninth year says, “I’m 
incredibly honored to be a part of the Messiah concerts while sharing Handel’s magnificent message of joy 
with new generations of chorus members and attendees. The texts from the Holy Scriptures combined with the 
melodies, harmonies, instruments, and voices, will be so very moving and a return to togetherness as we feel 
God’s love for us because of the birth of the Christ Child, the Prince of Peace. We rejoice greatly.”

Perhaps recounting a tender Messiah story from 2015 will shed light on the message that Messiah speaks to 
everyone in his or her own way!

In 2015, halfway through the Friday evening concert, a tall man was seen listening with rapt 
attention, often closing his eyes, moving his head gently with the music and looking almost 
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stunned whenever his eyes were open. He gently started weeping during the soprano 
portion of He Shall Feed His Flock. 

On Saturday evening, the man was back and smiled broadly as a chorus member said to him 
after the concert “Sir, you were here last night.” 

“Shhh!” he replied, “he must have been my twin brother.” 

The guest noted that his wife didn’t think he would be allowed to come back, but the chorus 
member quickly assured him that all are welcome to come as often as they wish. He thanked 
her and quietly replied using these exact words, “I didn’t know. I didn’t know music could 
sound like that. I just came last night on a whim. I’m so full of joy. I could never explain it.”

His joy and moving words sum up how 
our entire Messiah Family feels about this 
wonderful gift started in 1999 at WUMC. 
Our Ministry of Music is helping to share 
God’s Kingdom with many.
 
Chorus members have consistently 
shared that “the concerts herald the 
beginning of the Christmas season.” 
They feel the joy while singing chorus 
pieces such as For Unto Us A child is 
Born, Isaiah 9: 6; Glory to God, Luke II:14; 
and the magnificent Hallelujah Chorus. 
shines through the beautiful voices of 
soloists, Michelle Trovato (soprano); 
Cecelia Berkeley (contralto); Ian Lane 
(tenor); and Branch Fields (bass); as they 
and the chorus sing the story to prepare 
us all for the birth of the Christ Child.

Whether preparing the chancel for rehearsals, serving on the rehearsal teams, ensuring perfect sound, greeting 
concert guests, or offering gracious hospitality during the candlelight receptions, Messiah’s message of peace, 
love, and joy shines through the many dedicated long-time and new volunteers.

With so much uncertainty, loss, and health issues continuing to face our country and the world, may the twenty-
third presentation of George Frideric Handel’s beloved Messiah prepare you for the gifts of Christmas. The 
“everlasting prince of peace” is born for us all. May His birth bless you with the gifts of peace, love, and joy 
throughout the Christmas season and years to come!

May our many music offerings continue to inspire as we glorify during this season and the year to come. May 
this season bless each of you warmly.

To God be the Glory!
 
Click on the button below if you would like to support the many ministries helping to provide a portion of God’s Kingdom in the 
Williamsburg area and around the world. A click on the button takes you to an on-line giving page for Signs of the Kingdom. Or if you 
prefer, cut and paste this link in your web browser: https://secure.myvanco.com/YQ6S/campaign/C-12N9D 
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Upon graduation from Virginia Tech, Ian Lane, tenor, was accepted into The United States Army 
Chorus, the vocal counterpart to The United States Army Band, “Pershing’s Own.” As a member 
of the world’s most prestigious all male ensemble, he was a featured soloist across the nation, 
performing for audiences ranging from intimate gatherings of U.S. and foreign dignitaries to 
venues with audiences in the thousands. Since leaving the Army Chorus, Ian has become a 
frequently featured actor at The Riverside Center for the Performing Arts in Fredericksburg. 
Some of his favorite roles and shows include Dave, The Full Monty (featuring Sally Struthers); Sir 
Bedevere, Monty Python’s SPAMALOT; Joey, Sister Act; Big Bopper, Buddy – The Buddy Holly 
Story; Santa, A Christmas Story; and Samuel, Pirates of Penzance. A versatile performer, Mr. Lane 
is frequently featured as a guest soloist for area orchestras, choral societies, and churches. He 
resides in Fredericksburg with his wife, Liz and sons, AlanMichael and Brody. Ian has missed the 
annual Messiah in Williamsburg very much and is thrilled to be returning. He is grateful to this 
audience and community for their unwavering support and desire for live performances. Thank 
you and best wishes for a happy holiday season and a healthy new year!

Messiah Concert Soloists

Since the last time Michelle Trovato, soprano, appeared in person to sing Messiah in 2019, she has 
returned to sing with Opera in Williamsburg in their production of L’elisir d’amore, won 2nd Prize 
with composer Clint Borzoni at the 2020 NYC SongSLAM, and performed world premiere and 
NY premiere works by Fredrik Sixten, Benjamin Yarmolinsky, Felix Jarrar, and Stephen Variames, 
among others. Most recently, she joined the roster of the New York Philharmonic Chorus for 
2 gala concerts at the newly-renovated David Geffen Hall in Lincoln Center, one of which was 
filmed and premiered for PBS Great Performances. Other credits include: Seattle Opera, Opera 
Colorado, Utah Festival Opera, the Caramoor Festival, Brooklyn Philharmonic, Philharmonic of 
Southern New Jersey, Jackson Symphony, Spokane Symphony, Stamford Symphony, Symphonic 
Orchestra of Tirana (Albania), the Crimea Philharmonic Orchestra (Ukraine), Opera Les Azuriales 
(France), and the Kennedy Center. Locally, Michelle has appeared with Opera in Williamsburg; in 
recital with the Williamsburg Music Club and at the College of William & Mary; and as soprano 
soloist in Handel’s Messiah with the Lynchburg Choral Union.

Born and raised in Virginia, contralto Cecelia McKinley is a Young Artists of the Washington 
National Opera for their 2022-2023 season, which most recently featured her as the 2nd 
Maid in Strauss’ Elektra. Previously, Ms. McKinley has performed the roles of L’Écureuil in 
Ravel’s L’Enfant et les sortilèges as well as Narciso in Handel’s Agrippina. This past summer, 
Ms. McKinley was a Studio Artist with Wolf Trap Opera, singing the role of Mrs. Ott in Floyd’s 
Susannah. Ms. McKinley has also participated in the Institute for Young Dramatic Voices under 
the guidance of mezzo-soprano Dolora Zajick.  Equally passionate about concert work, Ms. 
McKinley has performed as a soloist with members of the Heifetz Orchestra at the Bach Around 
the Clock Festival and has sung the solos of Mahler’s Symphony No. 2, and Beethoven’s 9th 
Symphony with the James Madison University Symphony Orchestra. Ms. McKinley completed 
her undergraduate studies at James Madison University, and recently earned her master’s 
degree from the Shepherd School of Music at Rice University in the studio of Dr. Robin Rice.

Branch Fields, bass, is a native of Texas, born at Lackland Air Force Base. He spent his 
childhood in Little Rock, Arkansas, and his adolescent years in Williamsburg, Virginia. Branch’s 
talent for singing was discovered at Virginia Tech and he was accepted into the Master of 
Music program at Indiana University’s Jacobs School of Music, was awarded the Cole and Kate 
Porter Memorial Scholarship, and began voice lessons with the great Metropolitan Opera bass, 
Giorgio Tozzi. Branch was a member of The Singing Hoosiers, through which he garnered 
the attention of Maestro Erich Kunzel during the Singing Hoosier’s concerts and recordings 
with the Cincinnati Pops. He can be heard on the Cincinnati Pop’s album Puttin’ On the Ritz 
(TELARC). He was later granted a coveted spot at the Academy of Vocal Arts in Philadelphia, a 
full scholarship institution, where he studied with Met baritone Louis Quilico, and participated 
in summer opera programs in Chiari, Lucca, and Rome, Italy. In New York City, he was placed in 
the studio of bass specialist Armen Boyajian, voice teacher of Samuel Ramey, Paul Plishka, and 
Eric Owens. After living in Philadelphia for his vocal studies, and performing in New York City 
for several years, Branch returned to his hometown of Williamsburg with his wife and 3 children.
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Messiah Concert Soloists
Emergency

Homeless Shelter

The winter winds will soon be blowing and churches throughout the Williamsburg area, including 
Williamsburg United Methodist Church, will be opening their doors to shelter our homeless 
neighbors.  

This shelter is an outreach of the Community of Faith Mission (COFM). COFM is a faith-
based emergency shelter program that serves those experiencing homelessness in the Greater 
Williamsburg community during the coldest months of the year. The COFM website can be 
accessed at:  www.cofm.info  

Community of Faith Mission will be offering twelve (12) weeks of shelter during the coldest weeks 
of the season. 

Our week of shelter is January 8 to January 15. Volunteers from WUMC will be needed to staff 
on Sunday evening January 8, Monday morning January 9, Friday evening January 13, Saturday 
morning and evening January 14 and Sunday morning January 15.

Together with King of Glory Lutheran Church and the Christian Life Church we are signing up 
volunteers now to help with check-in in the evening, dinner, overnight, breakfast, and check-out in 
the morning as well as security/safety.

Volunteer Training for all prospective volunteers will be held on Tuesday, November 15 from 
6:30 to 8:00 p.m. at the Williamsburg Community Chapel.

This training will take less than an hour and a Q&A will be set aside at the end of the training. This 
training can be done in person or on Zoom. Please let us know on Monday, November 14 if you 
need zoom information to sign on.

If you, your family, or group would like to take part, or if you want more information, please contact 
WUMC using our Volunteer for Winter Shelter Form, located on our website. 

– Local Outreach Work Area

The winter winds will soon be blowing and churches throughout the Williamsburg area, including 
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the morning as well as security/safety.

Volunteer Training for all prospective volunteers will be held on Tuesday, November 15 from 
6:30 to 8:00 p.m. at the Williamsburg Community Chapel.

This training will take less than an hour and a Q&A will be set aside at the end of the training. This 
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 7

http://www.cofm.info
https://williamsburgumc.org/connect/volunteer-for-winter-shelter-hidden
http://www.cofm.info
https://williamsburgumc.org/connect/volunteer-for-winter-shelter-hidden


Announcements:
Crockpot Meal Ministry to the Homeless
Notice: You do NOT have to COOK the meal!

Knowing that, would you like to participate in a ministry to area homeless families? The Crockpot Meal Ministry 
is a partnership between Greater Williamsburg Outreach Mission (GWOM), FISH, From His Hands, local motel 
management, and area churches to supply hot, self-made meals for local sheltered homeless families. Each 
family receives a new crockpot, liners, and needed preparation items (can opener, bowl, utensils, etc.). Then 
the ingredients and recipes for 2 meals every other week to cook in their motel room are delivered by church 
members. That’s where YOU come into the picture!

Williamsburg UMC is responsible for providing meals for about 4 families (8 meals) housed at the Pineapple 
Inn on Richmond Road one Thursday every month. Each volunteer will choose a recipe (ideas given), purchase 
the ingredients (costs may be reimbursed by Local Outreach if you desire) and deliver the meal makings for 4 
of the meals to the motel that morning. 

If you’d like to participate in this ministry in 2023, contact Susan Wasser via info@williamsburgumc.org or call 
757-229-1771. Tentative dates for the first half of the year are January 19, February 16, March 16, April 13, May 
11, and June 8.

Update on Our Refugee Families
The Afghan Resettlement Committee is happy to report that our two refugee families from Afghanistan are 
acclimating well to the United States!

The Sayeed Family: Mujeeb (the father) took the course to be a certified pharmacy technician. In November, 
Lida (the mother) attended a conference in Miami; it’s always good to make new contacts. She was accompanied 
by Abraham (the baby) and Babysitter Jalal. Lida is still teaching some classes at the Law School while caring 
for the family of six. The older children are in 3 different schools this year which makes life a bit challenging – 
Jalal (16) in high school, Wisal (12) in middle, and Zala (11) in elementary. All three are looking forward to the 
spring soccer season! Baby Abraham is 6 months old and keeping the whole family on their toes. They live in a 
rented home in Jamestown Farms and were provided with a mini-van by one of our constituents. They have just 
celebrated living in the United States for one year!

The Rasuli Family: Mudassir (the father) has been working at the Virginia Institute for Marine Science in 
Gloucester. His contract has just been renewed for 6 months and he is now trying to figure out his future plans 
for a full-time job. Humaira has procured a full-time job (one year contract, without benefits) in her field of 
women’s rights in Afghanistan (and other countries) that begins in January and she will be working from home. 
Both Sulaiman (16 years old) and Arsalan (10) are excelling in school. They live in an apartment, conveniently 
located across from the Law School, and bought a car with the help of many of our church members.

Both families are so extremely thankful for the support shown by the loving members of Williamsburg UMC. The 
Afghan Resettlement Committee is also thankful for the most generous benefactor from Charlottesville who has 
been paying their rent and many other expenses since their arrival to the U.S.
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Knowing that, would you like to participate in a ministry to area homeless families? The Crockpot Meal Ministry 
is a partnership between Greater Williamsburg Outreach Mission (GWOM), FISH, From His Hands, local motel 
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Williamsburg UMC is responsible for providing meals for about 4 families (8 meals) housed at the Pineapple 
Inn on Richmond Road one Thursday every month. Each volunteer will choose a recipe (ideas given), purchase 
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of the meals to the motel that morning. 
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757-229-1771. Tentative dates for the first half of the year are January 19, February 16, March 16, April 13, May 
11, and June 8.
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My Friends at Williamsburg UMC,
 
Words of appreciation are not sufficient to express my gratitude 
for the outpouring of love and support shown to me as I left my 
staff position at Williamsburg UMC. During this difficult time for 
me, I was cheered by your cards, letters, and most of all, your hugs! 
Please know that I care for each one of you with all my heart, and I 
pray for God’s grace to be upon you each day. Thank you for your 
generous contributions towards my Love Offering and the gracious 
words of gratitude written on the picture of the church that I 
received as a gift. Most of all, know that you have been and will 
continue to be my family. 
 
With love,
 
Cindy Banek

Special Offerings this Christmas
WUMC has a tradition of designating recipients for special offerings received 
in Advent and Lent. The Global and Local Outreach teams prayerfully discern 
recipients. Global Outreach has selected My Refuge House. 

Local Outreach selected Literacy for Life, Meals on Wheels and the Pastors’ 
Discretionary Fund. Literacy for Life is a local organization that provides tutoring 
and educational counseling.   Meals on Wheels provides daily hot, nutritious meals 
to vulnerable adults and families in the Williamsburg area. 

The Pastors’ Discretionary Fund is a means to provide support for those in 
financial need within our community. Thanks to the generosity of our congregation, 
WUMC is usually able to fulfill referrals for aid from local helping agencies, 
including the WJCC Human Services, United Way and House of Mercy. 

Friendship Circle will meet Dec 13 at 10 AM in room 174. The program will be 
about “Operation Love”and their local programs.

Sisters in Grace will  meet Tuesday, December 13th at 1:00 PM in Room 309. Mary 
Jo Bennett will give an update of Latisha’s House. Afterwards we will travel down 
the road to Old Chickahominy House for a holiday luncheon.

The Heritage Circle will meet on Tuesday, December 6 at 9:45 in Room 309.  We 
will have our gift exchange and then go to Opus 9 for our holiday meal together.

Sisters in Mission will meet December 13, 6:30 p.m., meeting room to be 
determined. The program will be “Christmas Memories”.

The Ruth Simpson Circle will meet on Wednesday, December 7, at 11:00 a.m., at 
the home of Elaine Howell for a Christmas Brunch.

Carol Scott Circle will meet Dec. 13 at noon at Opus 9 for their Christmas 
luncheon.

United Women in Faith Circle News 
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Do you feel led to support hurting people going through difficult times? Stephen 
Ministry may be right for you.  A new training class enabling you to become a 
certified Stephen Minister will start in January 2023. 

In-person sessions on Tuesday’s 6-8:30 p.m. from 
mid-January through mid-May

Participants come from all area Stephen Ministry churches

Located at Wellspring United Methodist Church, Longhill Road

Call Williasmburg United Methodist at 757-229-1771 to get in touch with Carol 
Schuster by December 3rd to discuss this opportunity.

Stephen Ministry Training Opportunity 

Clothing Donations Needed for 
All Saints Communion Tablecloth
Our WUMC Quilt Ministry is creating a Communion Tablecloth to honor the 
precious example of those who have blessed us and are now with God. Each 
future All Saints’ Sunday we will make use of this new tablecloth, comprised of 
intertwined swatches of clothing belonging to these dear and departed saints. 
We invite you to deposit washable clothing items in the basket in the banner 
entrance lobby, and make sure to attach an I.D. tag so that we know who is 
being honored. This tablecloth will grow as we continue honor to saints over years 
to come. We ask for donations by the end of this year, please. Call the Church at 
757-229-1771 to enquire with Carol Schuster for more information.

Thank you!
On behalf of the Greater Community of Williamsburg your Local Outreach Team 
is grateful for all the donations of time and substance across this year. You have 
given food, clothing and school supplies, summer meals for kids, and winter coats. 
You have sheltered the homeless, fed the shut-ins, aided the refugees, provided 
scholarships for the young, and honored the elderly. Despite the year’s health crisis 
you have continued your good works.

The Apostle Matthew wrote “And the King will say, ‘I tell you the truth, when you 
did it to one of the least of these my brothers and sisters, you were doing it to 
me!”

We cannot say it better. Thank you.
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Given in honor or memory of loved ones, Poinsettia are a Christmas tradition at 
WUMC! This year’s poinsettia flowers are $20 each (you may choose to make a gift 
of that amount or more to the Holiday Flower Fund). Make your check payable 
to WUMC. The form will be available on the website and in our Sunday worship 
bulletins.

Poinsettia 

Estimated Giving Form
Scan Here!
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Calendar of Kids, Youth and Family Events 
December 2022 at Williamsburg United Methodist

Youth (6th–12th Grade) 

Kids (PreK–5th Grade)

Youth & Kids

Wednesday, November 30 from 6 to 7 p.m. 
Ice Skating in Merchants Square

Wednesday, December 7 from 6 to 7 p.m. 
Christmas Gifts for Homebound Friends

Friday, December 16 from 6 to 8 p.m. 
Disney's Frozen Movie Night with Pizza

Tuesday, December 13 from 5:30-7:30 
p.m. Messy Church 
(Play, Worship and Free Kid-Friendly 
Dinner)

Wednesday, December 14 from 6-7 
p.m.Carols around the Chrismon Tree

Saturday, December 24 at 5 p.m.
Family-Friendly Christmas Eve Pageant
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The beneficiary of Global Outreach’s 2022 Advent 
Offering is My Refuge House (MRH), a ministry 
addressing the needs of survivors of human 
trafficking. This article describing their important 
work in the Philippines, is written by MRH CEO 
Heather Bland, W&M ’99 and active participant in 
in the Wesley Foundation during her undergrad 
studies. 

My Refuge House (MRH) began when a small 
church in Southern California read the story of 
girls around the world who couldn’t be rescued 
from situations of human trafficking because there 
was nowhere for them to go. Confronted by the 
enormous unmet needs of survivors of commercial 
sexual exploitation and abuse around the world, 
the church resolved to do something and founded 

MRH, with its full-time residential aftercare program opening in 2008 in Cebu, Philippines. MRH’s goal is to 
make real and lasting change in the lives of the girls in our care, and we also want to create a ripple effect 
of change within the wider community. Our evolving programming, which is large enough to see patterns 
and small enough to pivot, has evolved to meet the need to increase our long-term capacity; added a 
transitional program for girls entering young adulthood; developed a community outreach program focused 
on prevention, advocacy, and collaboration/leadership with other organizations; and expanding our formalized 
work with families. We believe that every person’s story is worthy of hope, love, and transformation. 

Faithfully focused on “Restoring One Life at a Time,” we continue our journey of hope and healing with 
individuals, families, and communities impacted by online sexual exploitation of children (OSEC), commercial 
sexual exploitation (CSE) and abuse, focusing on three areas of impact: Prevention-Restoration-Reintegration. 
In North America, we create opportunities to raise awareness and strengthen relationships with our supporters 
and show connections between our work in the Philippines and the context of human trafficking in North 
America. Our supporters represent a wide and diversity of communities generously sharing their time, talent, 
and treasure. 

Our global village of restoring 
partners makes possible our daily 
comprehensive care for the girls 
of MRH and our longer journey of 
hope and healing. We know that 
it will take all of us to end human 
trafficking.

To experience a personal 
story of MRH’s impact on one 
young woman’s life, go here: 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=i8C9kul6hoo. Today 
Channy is a Dean’s List student at 
her university.

My Refuge House: 
Restoring One Life at a Time
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a letter from
Our Pastor

Many years ago, a friend and I went on a 
spontaneous jaunt to Shenandoah National 
Forest for overnight camping. Both of us 

aged Eagle Scouts, we arrived late but decided to 
get a brief hike in before cooking dinner. Night fell 
early that mid-November evening, and all the more 
so under the canopy of hardwoods. Despite the 
prudent motto of the Boy Scouts (“be prepared”) 
we’d brought no flashlight, and this was long before 
phones that multitask as a camera, computer, and a 
flashlight.

Before long, we had lost the path and were traveling 
in semi-darkness. We weren’t unduly concerned, but 
I recall a deep sense of relief when somewhere far 
ahead, we glimpsed a shaft of light. Salvation! The 
light faded; we worked our way toward where it had 
been. Then it reappeared, meandered for an instant, 
and vanished again. Vehicle headlights! We reached 
the road and sheepishly asked directions to the 
campground. The walk was barely 20 minutes (on a 
paved surface) and we resolved never to tell anyone 
of our hapless adventure. (I’ve since decided that 
time nullifies such covenants.)

Much of the language of the coming season of 
Advent makes use of the language of present 

darkness and the appearance of light. Among the 
many prophetic texts that promise ultimate deliverance 
for Israel, Isaiah 9:2 declares “The people walking in 
darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the 
land of deep darkness a light has dawned.” In time, magi 
from afar would follow the light of an unexpected star to 
herald a new age of Hope, and ultimately John’s Gospel 
would proclaim that the living Word of God has come 
into the world as the very light of all people that shines in 
the darkness, and is never overcome by it (John 1:4b-5).

We do not need to be told much about the 
encroachment of darkness these days. Amid lingering 
grief and fears of illness, economic doldrums, the gloom 
cast by political acrimony, mass-scale violence abroad 
and sudden, sporadic violence at home, we sometimes 
feel we too have lost our way in the forest. But through 
the season of Advent, a time of reckoning both the need 
for and the present and future reality of Jesus’ coming 
into the world, we will be reflecting on the resilience 
of distinctly Christian hope, as it illumines our way in 
darkness.

I invite you to join us for worship the Sundays of Advent, 
in person if you can or online if need be. A special Service 
of Hope and Light, offered on the shortest sunlit day of 
the year, will take place on Wednesday, December 21 at 7 
p.m.; all are invited.

Finally, you are also encouraged to be part of a special 
4-session Advent Bible Study, “Seeking Starlight: 
Hope for the Present Season,” to take place in-person 
Wednesday’s November 30 through December 2 at 7 
p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. The very same study will be 
offered on Thursday’s December 1 through 22 via Zoom 
at this link, also available through our eNotes: https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/89223876472?pwd=elJ1NWg5TElIU0
J2R3dzTjlYN0Yzdz09.

May God bless you this holy season, not with the magic 
of a shadowless passage, but with a clear sense of the 
Light that has come into this world, shines in our present 
circumstances, and is evidence of the endless dawn that 
is to come (Rev. 21:23).
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merry

We hope you have a Holiday Season filled 
with happiness, joy and peace. We extend 

all our very best wishes to you and your 
loved ones. Thank you for all you do for 

our church and our community!

christmas
&

Happy New Year!
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