
 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

What a beautiful spring!  Flowers are blooming 

and the temperatures are pleasant!  All Circles are 

back in full swing – meeting in person.  

Interesting programs are being held, and Circles 

are helping to pack UMCOR kits for conference.  

A successful fundraiser was held at the Tuscany 

Restaurant.  April’s dinner fundraiser was at Sal’s 

on April 27.  There will be additional 

opportunities to raise funds by attending other 

restaurant fundraisers in May at Panera and in 

June at Sal’s. 
 

Many thanks to the ladies who prepared food for 

the Blood Drive in March.  An abundance of 

goodies meant that some remain in the church 

freezer to be shared with coffee between services 

on Sundays.  Also, the choir was very appreciative 

of the Easter breakfast items prepared by the 

ladies of the UWF. 
 

The annual UWF Sunday service was planned by 

Linda Upshaw who did an excellent job of 

preparing the April 24 service and recruiting 

ladies to help.  Rev. Margaret Kutz gave an 

interesting program and shared about her book 

during the Sunday School hour. 
 

Plan to attend our Candle Burning program on 

June 4 at 10:00.  Currently, plans are to hold this 

event outside.  The Fellowship Hall is reserved in 

case of rain.  Ladies will need to bring their own 

lawn chairs for seating.  Light refreshments 

served in a safe manner are planned. 
 

Janet 

 

 

CIRCLE HAPPENINGS 
 

Carol Scott met on April 12 with 13 members and 

one guest in attendance. UMCOR hygiene kits 

were packed with circle donated towels and wash 

cloths.  The group decided to give a gift card for 

the Sayeed baby and to place the monthly 

collection in a fund for the Salvation Army to be 

given to them in November. 

 

Friendship met on April 12 and packed 150 

UMCOR kits in memory of Barbara Hamson, 

former chair for the UMCOR kit project. 10 

members and 4 guests worked at two long tables 

of supplies, assembling kits in a race between the 

groups. Group A beat Group B by at least 10 

minutes!  The circle donated 96 wash cloths and 

96 hand towels.   As the meeting concluded, 

David Hindman offered prayers. 

 

 
 

 

Heritage met on April 5.  There were 18 members 

and one guest in attendance.  A thought- 

provoking program was presented by Leslie 

Jinguluski from Avalon.  She spoke about abuse 

and domestic violence.  Following the business 

meeting, several ladies went to Kephi’s for lunch. 

 

 

Ruth Simpson met on April 6 with 12 in 

attendance. 

A program presented by Melody Nichols gave an 

overview of the Outreach Opportunities in the 

Greater Williamsburg including several non-

profit organizations where volunteers are an 

integral part of that organization.  She described 

how each organization provides help to 

individuals in our community and encouraged the 

group to consider volunteering.  Melody provided 

impressive facts that illustrated the value of these 

organizations.  At the meeting, hand towels and 

wash cloths were collected for the church 

UMCOR project. Meeting in person once again 

was a joy.   
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Sisters in Grace met April 12 in person and on 

Zoom.  15 members in person, 15 guests, and 3 

members on Zoom heard the speaker Judge Lida 

Kharooti Sayeed, former Deputy Head of Afghan 

Women Judges.  She and her family escaped on 

the last plane out of Kabul to the United States on 

August 27, 2021. She shared her courageous 

story, afterwards receiving a standing ovation. 

Lida stressed how much love she and her family 

have felt from the people of WUMC.  Pastor 

Dave, gave very meaningful comments and led us 

in prayer thanking God for the Sayeed family’s 

safety and also for safety of the upcoming 

delivery of Lida’s baby. Before Lida departed, a 

beautifully decorated basket prepared by Barbara 

Oakes and filled with gift cards was presented 

along with presents for her new baby. After a 

short break, Lisa Rochford led us in an 

inspirational devotion. Linda Upshaw shared 

about the successful blood drive and gave an 

update on UMW Sunday. Susan Sallwasser 

shared the results of the VA General Assembly.  

Sandie Gillette gave the closing prayer.    

 

 
 

 

Sisters in Mission met on April 12 with 11 

members present and one guest.  After devotion 

and reflections on Holy Week, the group focused 

on an article discussing the new name for UMW, 

United Women in Faith. Although there are 

changes taking place, there remain constants, such 

as our desire to worship and share in mission 

together. Core values and desire for connections 

remain.  Members learned of the work being done 

in Mozambique by Catherine Mudame Akale, a 

United Methodist Regional Missionary, where 

seeds of love and service are being planted 

through her teaching workshops.  Iveta Marston, 

Director of our Respite Care program, was the 

guest speaker.  She shared the history of Respite, 

a description of the present goals, and interesting 

and informative information helping to raise 

awareness of this program.  A tour of Respite was 

offered followed by the group making spring 

baskets to be shared with residents of Brookdale, 

and especially with Golden Friend, Dee Farmer. 

 

 

WORLD THANK 
 

June may be the month of many weddings, and 

surely by the month of May that special ring 

should have been purchased. Your challenge for 

May will be to first look at your hands.  Are there 

any rings on your fingers? Count them.  Now you 

are to go to your jewelry box. Any more rings?  

Continue to count them.  Have you found any 

forgotten rings that may bring back special 

memories? High School graduation?  College 

graduation? A signet ring? Rings 

are valuable, so it will be $.25 for 

each one.  Continue contributing 

to your World Thank Offering 

container and smile at the 

memories. 
 

 

CAROL BRINKLEY 

MEMORIAL BOOK CLUB 
 

The next meeting will be held via 

Zoom on Monday, May 9 at 7:00 

pm, when the book "Gum Moon:  

A Novel of San Francisco China 

Town," by Jeffrey L. Staley will 

be discussed.  For more 

information about the UMW 

Reading Program, visit:  

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/reading

program.  To receive an invitation to a Zoom 

meeting, please contact Cindy Banek (757) 229-

1771. 
 

 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 

Thoughts and prayers are with Sylvia Allgood and 

family at the death of Sylvia’s sister.   
 

Thoughts and prayers also with former member 

Joanne Sutlive and husband Vince who are 

experiencing health issues. 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/readingprogram
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