
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 

Spring is here! Flowers are blooming and pollen 

is in the air! March has been a busy month for our 

unit of the United Methodist Women or United 

Women in Faith as we will now be known. After 

a flurry of March meetings (I attended four of the 

six myself), there was the Hands-on Mission Day 

on March 16. Fifteen ladies worked at three 

different sites on that Wednesday. Some went to 

Grove Christian Outreach where they worked in 

the Clothing Closet and unpacked some food 

supplies for the Food Kitchen. Some worked at 

the ReStore where they got to polish silver (ugh) 

and check over donated sewing machines. Others 

toiled in the Respite Care garden, getting it ready 

for spring. Additionally, several ladies are writing 

to some of our missionaries around the world. 

Still others are making table toppers including 

cards or bookmarks to cheer patients at Sentara. 

 

On Saturday, March 19, we were pleased to host 

representatives from the Let Freedom Ring 

Foundation of the First Baptist Church. Twenty-

four of us were present to view the film “History 

Half Told is Untold.”  Telling the 245-year-old 

story of First Baptist Church here in Williamsburg, 

this excellent documentary had aired on PBS and 

other networks. Your leadership hoped for higher 

attendance, membership the United Women of 

Faith is so much more than monthly Circle 

meetings. 

 

Saturday, March 26, was the UMW sponsored 

American Red Cross Blood Drive. Thanks go to 

Melody Nichols and Donna Potts for their work in 

arranging for this day. Thanks also to the ladies 

who volunteered at the event and to those who 

baked homemade goodies for the blood donors to 

enjoy after their donation. 

 

Mark your calendars to join fellow church 

members at the Tuscany Restaurant on March 31 

where a portion of that night’s receipts will be 

donated to UMW. Look for information about 

more dining opportunities at the end of April, 

May, and June. 

 

UMW Sunday on Sunday, April 24, will give the 

congregation a chance to hear about women who 

were at the crucifixion of Jesus. At April meetings, 

Linda Upshaw will be asking for ladies to help 

with the service. 

 

Look for information about the annual Candle 

Burning in June! Annette Bell is chair this year. 

Also, we are looking for a volunteer to step in as 

Membership, Nurture and Outreach Chair for the 

rest of this year. Someone is also needed to co-

chair the Fall Festival scheduled for November 12. 

Contact me if you can help in either capacity. 

 

Look for more information about Circle meetings 

in The Messenger, Updates and Reflections, and 

the weekly E-notes. 

 

Janet 

 

 

CIRCLE HAPPENINGS 

 

Carol Scott met on March 8 with eleven members 

and one guest.  An inspiring program was given 

by Jeanne Forrest from the book she is writing, 

“God’s Intervention…Glimpses of Hope and 

Reassurance.”  She told riveting true stories of 

how God enters people’s lives.  Attendees signed 

up for Mission Day, planned to put together 

UMCOR kits at the next meeting, and started a 

special collection for the Salvation Army to be 

collected monthly after being most impressed 

with Captain DaSilva and his work when he spoke 

at the last meeting.    Members will bring hand 

towels and washcloths to the next meeting for the 

kits to be assembled.   

 

Friendship met on March 8 with ten members 

and three guests. Pastor Rochford shared stories 

of several of his stoles and the significance of each 

one in his life.   He began by noting that the stole 
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is like a yoke, a sign of obedience to his calling.  

One stole was made by the Quilters at WUMC, 

and for that stole Dave pointed out the geographic 

markers of Virginia, from mountains to sea.   

Another stole was made by the “Frogs and 

Tadpoles” at one of his churches; each child’s 

handprint was on the stole, including that of his 

son John.   There were several stoles from Latin 

America and one special one that belonged to 

Kirk Mariner.   What joy to hear of the stoles and 

to have Dave intersperse the descriptions with 

references to his past assignments and to his 

assignments at WUMC!  The activity for the 

morning was the wrapping of gifts brought for the 

Sayeed baby.  Two large baskets and some big 

boxes were delivered by several from the group 

on March 16.   

                

Heritage met on Tuesday, March 1.  There were 

nineteen ladies present including two visitors.  

Linda Upshaw had the program “Getting to Know 

You.”  After telling us about her pins representing 

important times in her life, ladies began sharing 

about the pins they brought.  This enabled making 

connections with one another and learning more 

and more about backgrounds and earlier lives.  

Time did not allow everyone to share their stories; 

the group will continue this at the next few 

meetings until everyone has had a chance to share.  

Following the meeting many of the ladies had 

lunch at Honey Butters. 

 

Ruth Simpson met on March 2 with thirteen in 

attendance.  Circle member Mary Yates presented 

the program Fun Facts and Quirky Information 

about Daylight Savings Time. She shared little 

known facts such as when and why it was started, 

who favored it, who opposed it, which 

states/countries do change their clocks, and more.  

The controversy of turning our clocks either 

forward or backward one hour is more relevant 

today as Congress considers discontinuing the 

practice.                         

 

Sisters in Grace met March 8 in person and with 

Zoom, thanks to Wendy Geiger and Cindy Banek. 

We had twelve members and one guest in person, 

one member on Zoom. Linda Upshaw gave an 

inspirational devotion titled “Cup of Blessings.” 

Renee Goode shared a “Response” article 

concerning the exceptional work of Wesley 

Community Centers. Iveta Marston, Director of 

WUMC’s Respite Care, presented an interesting 

program, giving a good understanding of what 

Respite Care is and does. Biddie Whitt led the 

closing prayer. As the meeting ended, Iveta gave 

a tour of Respite where members could chat with 

clients working on a St Patrick’s Day art project.  

 

Sisters in Mission met on March 8. The group 

shared many announcements and passed around 

sign- up sheets for Hands on Mission. We also had 

an opportunity to read and sign the Petition to 

support the WATA expansion to better serve the 

Grove community. Volunteers signed-up to assist 

with the FISH move and to take a turn at the 

atrium table to support our restaurant Fundraisers.  

Kay shared a short devotion and talked about a 

missionary in South America to whom birthday 

wishes were sent. A plan was hatched to make 

Easter baskets to provide cheer to the folks and 

staff where Dee Farmer lives. 

Finally, placemats were decorated for patients at 

Edgeworth and perhaps other nearby nursing 

homes. The artwork is cheerful and will provide a 

spiritual message.  Closing prayer shared 

concerns and thanks. 

 

 

WORLD THANK 

 

April, what a beautiful month!  (minus the yellow 

pollen everywhere)  So, what is on your calendar 

for spring cleaning?  By any chance, a quick walk 

through your home to decide what could use a 

little change?  As you walk room to room, here is 

what to count - BEDS. Do not forget your sofa 

bed or trundle beds.  You may not collect a lot of 

money this month; let’s say $.50 for each bed. DO 

NOT stop and take a nap while looking.  HAPPY 

SPRING! 

 

 

UMW SUNDAY 

 

The Women United in Faith (formally UMW) 

Sunday services are scheduled for April 24 at 8:15 

and 11:00am. Guest speaker is Rev. Marg Kutz, a 

retired United Methodist pastor in the Virginia 

Conference. Rev. Kurtz has written many 



sermons and articles for various religious 

periodicals; however, her recent book 

Nevertheless She Preached: a story of the two 

earliest Methodist clergywomen in Virginia is her 

first book. As part of worship on Sunday, April 24, 

she will share the stories of Lillian Russell and 

Mildred Long. Her message April 24 will be 

entitled “Many Women Were Also There.”  

Anyone who would like to participate in worship 

this day by reading prayers or benediction, please 

contact Linda Upshaw.                     

    

 

CAROL BRINKLEY 

MEMORIAL BOOK CLUB 

 

The book club group is happy to have anyone 

from our church family join our book club! Our 

meetings are held every other month via Zoom at 

7:00 pm on second Mondays – Jan to Nov.  The 

group follows the United Methodist Women’s 

Reading Program, a cherished tradition that 

brings people together in mission as they explore, 

share, and discuss books.   

The next meeting will be held via Zoom on 

Monday, March 14, at 7:00 pm, at which time the 

discussion will focus on Sleep, Pray, Heal: A Path 

to Wholeness and Wellbeing by Donna Fado Ivery. 

For more information about the UMW Reading 

Program - 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/reading

program 

To receive an invitation to a Zoom meeting, 

please contact the church office at (757) 229-1771. 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/readingprogram
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/readingprogram

