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Note from the Pastor 
I heard someone just today observe on her way out the door, “There are so many new faces in worship 

now. I just can’t keep up.”  

I get that.  Of course, it is a happy challenge to have!  As we adapt and push back against the constraints 
of the Pandemic season, those new faces are with us every Sunday.  Some (new to me, as it happens!) were 
visiting before 2020 and are now back with us.  Others are recently arrived in our Williamsburg community, 
and others just felt a call during our ‘Great Time Apart’ to connect with others in a purposeful, meaningful 
way.  And one young woman I met on Easter Sunday at our on-the-lawn service was just plain curious.  “I’ve 
never been to a church before,” she shared.  “I thought I should see what it is all about.” 

Not all churches are seeing new people in their worship life, and the reasons for so many new faces 
among us are likely as varied as those who wear the new faces.  But why now?  The short answer is: it is by 
the Holy Spirit that vitality exists in this church, in The Church, in any church.  Accordingly, the measure of a 
church’s “success” is found not in numbers, but in the fabric of the loving, redemptive relationships that the 
Spirit of God weaves.  There’s a sweet Spirit in this place, we sing.  You can just feel it. 

What does this mean in practical terms?  None of us, and certainly not your pastors, knows everyone on 
a given Sunday.  But if that seems intimidating, it is actually good news!  This is because, whatever the num-
bers say, Kingdom economics are always “one-plus-one-plus-one.”  So let us be eager “to outdo one another” 
in “extending hospitality to strangers!” (Romans 12:9,13).  Let us pray we each find the opportunities to 
move beyond being a “friendly” church (one that says “Good morning!”) to becoming a welcoming church 
(one that says “Hi, my name’s ____.  I’m not sure if we’ve met before.”)  After all, people are not, in fact, 
looking for friendly churches.  No, people are looking for a friend.  They are wondering:  will this be a place 
that I, that my spouse, that my kids can find friends?   

I hope we will we never become too self-satisfied that each new person will not find a friend.  And may 
we never become too comfortable in our own webs of relationships, lest we forget that it is our joyful chal-
lenge, our calling, to befriend others in Christ’s name. 

Grateful for you. 

 

Messy Church in July 
Our next Messy Church is Tuesday, July 12 from 5:30 pm – 7:30 pm.  The theme is, “Zac’s Up the 

Tree,” featuring the story of Zacchaeus from Luke 19:1-10.  Have you ever felt alone with no friends or fami-
ly to help you?  Zacchaeus was lonely until he met Jesus!  Jesus became Zacchaeus’ friend and even went to 
his house to share a meal.  Jesus tells us to be a friend to everyone, especially those 
who are excluded from other people.  Join us at Messy Church as we learn more about 
this story through crafts, games, and Celebration Time.  The evening concludes with a 
delicious dinner.  Never a charge to attend and families can enjoy a time of being to-
gether. 

For further information, contact Cindy Banek, cbanek@williamsburgumc.org.   

mailto:cbanek@williamsburgumc.org
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Summer Choir 
SUNDAY MORNINGS ONLY! 

 

 

 

 

 

Services are 8:15 am & 11:00 am 

Rehearsals are 7:45 am & 10:30 am 

 

Contact 

Lou-Anne Smith, Director of Music Ministries  

at  

lsmith@williamsburgumc.org or (757) 229-1771 

NO ROBES!     

*MASKS REQUIRED* 

Goodbye Lianne?? Say It Isn’t So! 

…but alas, it is.  On June 24, Lianne Koch, our faithful and very capable Church Administrative Assistant/
Receptionist left us to begin a promising new job with the Jamestown/Yorktown Foundation.  In the course of 
her more-than twelve years with us, Lianne responded to so many needs in her characteristically professional 
and caring way.  Present at the point of entry to the church, Lianne was often was the first face encountered 

and she ably assisted many thousands who entered looking for help.  Additionally, 
Lianne maneuvered through the stress and upshot demands that came with the pan-
demic, providing tech support that was invaluable when we needed it most. 

We are sad to say farewell to her, but we also feel joy for this new career oppor-
tunity, and we are grateful that her potential has been recognized by others in the 

community.  Among our gifts of appreciation, the congregation has extend-
ed to Lianne a love offering, in view of our gratitude to God for her im-
portant role in the life of our church and friendship to many of us.  In addi-
tion to this gift, Lianne was presented with a quilt from the congregation, 
crafted by the quilt committee.  We hope that it represents warm memories 
and all your caring wishes as she moves forward in her new career oppor-
tunity. 

 Pastor Dave and Fran Lane, Chair of SPPRC 

Adult Sunday School 

Classes  
The following Sunday School classes are 

continuing to meet during the summer: 

• Aldersgate Fellowship Classes:  

(Wesley Hall)  

• Marvin Willard:  (Room 174)  

• Searchers:  (Room 309 and ZOOM)  

• New Class:  (Room 171) “Questions 

from the Bible”  

For information about adult classes, contact 
Cindy Banek, 

cbanek@williamsburgumc.org. 

mailto:cbanek@williamsburgumc.org
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Hope in the  
Mountains 

Submitted by Bob Parsons on behalf of the  

Global Outreach Committee 

Our congregation and the “Hope in the Mountains” 
program in Sophia, WV have established a covenant agreement as a focal point for the shared mission effort 
of the two groups.  As part of the covenant, representatives from our congregation visit this program and 
representatives from WV visit our church.  Over the Memorial Day weekend, Nancy and I visited with our 
mission partners.  What follows are learnings and reflections of our visit. 

The Reverend David Rumburg has given outstanding spiritual leadership to “Hope in the Mountains.”  He 
has assembled a Board of Directors from the community to provide guidance and resources for the program.  
Establishing the Hope Center was pivotal to the effort.  The building they acquired for the Hope Center has 
undergone a remarkable transformation since we last visited.  It reflects the effort and dedication of those 
working on this project. 

The mission of the project is to be an outreach for Jesus Christ in communities where there is need, offer-
ing a connection to Christ by providing an environment of hope and practical ways to improve lives.  It is 
clear that the effort is off to an enthusiastic beginning creating space for the community that is safe, welcom-
ing, and positive.  The Hope Center will provide a healthy, safe environment, especially for children, families, 
and seniors, where basic human needs can be met.  It will be a place to teach life skills and a place for peo-
ple to receive emergency support in times of trouble.  These are all much needed in Sophia.  The town is 
about the same size as our congregation.  The median income in the county is just over $43,000 a year. 

The first major outreach of Hope in Mountains will be hosting the DaySpring Mobile Camp from June 27-
30.  The mobile camp is essentially a vacation bible school that is staffed by disciples from around the Con-
ference who go around the state offering this program where it is most needed. 

A continuing need will be to address the critical issue of food insecurity in the area. 

To learn more about our mission partner in Sophia, WV visit:  https://hopeinthemountains.com.  If 
you wish to join Nancy and I in making a financial gift you can give online or mail a gift to: 

Hope in the Mountains, Inc. 

PO Box 1675 

Sophia, WV 25921 

For the Many Friends of Troy Rapp 
So many in our church family will fondly remember Troy Rapp, who for more than 20 

years as a WUMC member worked with our Youth group, taught middle-school Sunday 
school, and helped lead mission trips beyond counting.  Troy and wife Jennifer are about 
to become first-time parents!  For those (including former Youth) inclined to celebrate 
this momentous occasion with the Rapps, they will return for a Baby Shower on Sunday, 
July 17, from 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm at Wellspring UMC (4871 Longhill Rd.).  The Rapps 
have a registry at www.babylist.com.  

https://hopeinthemountains.com
http://www.babylist.com
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Christmas Chrismons in July 
Calling all who might be interested in refreshing old and creating new Chrismon orna-

ments for our Sanctuary and Atrium Christmas trees for Holiday 2022!  If you have experi-
ence, or would like to learn something new, you are invited to join our workshops to take 

place in July and August (dates to be determined) for opportunities to refresh and/or repair  ornaments we 
presently have, as well as create and add new pieces to our existing collection.  To learn more you can 
search the internet using keyword “Chrismons”.  Contact Gwen Hamrick (757) 876-0652 for further infor-
mation. 

Merry C hristmas in July with Rada C utlery 
A mission fundraiser by the United Women in Faith  Ruth Simpson Circle 

Even though Christmas is six months away, it is not too early to think about gifts for family and friends.  
Giving Rada Cutlery products is a stress-free way to complete your gift list and have more time to enjoy the 
holiday festivities because Rada has something for almost everyone on your list.  Plus, more than 100 items 
are priced under $15! 

Experienced cooks as well as beginners will be delighted to receive a Rada Cut-
lery gift from you.  Many of the items can be used interchangeably not only for the 
sole purpose designated by their name.  The very popular tomato slicer can be used 
to cut other fruits, lettuce, and even hard-cooked eggs.  The stubby butcher knife is 
great for cutting meats, but it is also good for cutting cakes.  The meat chopper for 
ground beef has been known to be used to soften hardened brown sugar.  These 

are just a few examples of the versatility of Rada products.   

A clever gift idea for a baker would be a Rada baking pan, a mixing spoon 
set, a spatula set, a stubby butcher knife, and a small and/or large server.  
Don’t forget to include a favorite recipe!  If the baker excels in pies, a pre-
packaged pie a’ la mode set consisting of an ice cream scoop and serrated pie 
server would be ideal.  Use your imagination to create useful gifts for anyone 
with Rada Cutlery products or choose a prepackaged gift set.  Either way, the 
recipient will be delighted with the gift.  Plus, Rada has a variety of cookbooks 
and inspirational books which can be included with any gift. 

Please remember that Rada Cutlery products are 100% proudly made in the U.S.A. 
and carry a lifetime guarantee of replacement due to defects in material or workman-
ship! 

The Ruth Simpson Circle thanks you for considering our fundraising project when 
thinking about Christmas gifts, other occasion gifts, even a gift for yourself.  Our prof-
its are donated to local Williamsburg non-profit organizations. 

For additional information or to purchase Rada Cutlery products, please contact 
Bonnie Knizatko at 757-253-0992. 
 

MERRY CHRISTMAS IN JULY WITH RADA! 

All photos courtesy of the Rada Cutlery Website:   

Made in the USA Knife Company | Rada Knives (radacutlery.com)  

https://www.radacutlery.com/
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These kits along with others from other United 
Methodists throughout the US will bring a portion of 
God’s Kingdom to help those in need after a flood, a 
tornado, or other major disaster.  You are sharing 
God’s Loving Presence with over 1,800 people 
who at this time do not know they will need 
help, people we do not know, but who are all 
God’s children – Your Gift is Priceless! 

Click on the button below if you would like to 
support the many ministries helping to provide 
a portion of God’s Kingdom to those in need in 
the Williamsburg area and around the world.  
This will take you to an on-line giving page for Signs of 
the Kingdom.  Or if you prefer cut and paste this link in 
your web browser:  https://secure.myvanco.com/
YQ6S/campaign/C-12N9D   

 

 

 

 

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow!  
 

Your Stewardship & Global Outreach  
Committees 

Do you feel it?  Do 
you see it?  Do you 
recognize the Holy 
Spirit working in so 
many ways among us 
at WUMC - encourag-
ing us to feed the 
hungry, to heal and 

provide comfort to the sick, to welcome our 
neighbors, and to share a portion of God’s King-
dom with those in need?  Yes, you are respond-
ing to God’s call in many ways. 

Lord when was it that we saw you in need 
and provided those needs? 

Building Hygiene and Cleaning Kits to take to the 
Virginia United Methodist Annual Conference has been 
an annual tradition at WUMC.  These kits provide basic 
necessities to people in the US and its territories who 
have been forced to leave their homes because of nat-
ural disaster.   

During COVID, the packing of kits was a real chal-
lenge.  Because the Virginia Annual Conference did not 
meet in person in 2020 or 2021, Hygiene kits were not 
collected as usual.  Typically, your giving is used to pay 
for shipping and toothpaste for the kits.  During the 
pandemic “lull,” your Global Outreach Committee at 
WUMC decided to use your previously given donations 
to help purchase items included in Hygiene Kits, in an-
ticipation that sometime in the future we would again 
be able to prepare kits. 

That time finally arrived this year.  You no-
ticed that our congregants have been buying 
towels and face cloths and talking about Hy-
giene and Cleaning Kits.  Using those supplies 
and the supplies previously purchased, our con-
gregation was challenged to build one kit for 
every member of our church.  Answering the 
call, you met that challenge!   

Working under the leadership of Teri and Da-
vid Hindman, you have been working through 
the pandemic, and have raised the kit creation 
to a level not seen before at WUMC.  You did 
this in many ways; some purchased and dropped 
off towels and facecloths; some donated money 
to purchase additional supplies for the kits; 
some worked 
in groups to 
create and 
pack the kits, 
and some do-
nated money 
to ship the kits 
once finished. 

Give Now to help spread the 

Signs of the Kingdom 

Many individuals and groups responded to God’s 
call including:  

• 3 Mini-Packing Events 

• Family Movie Night 

• Church Members:  donated needed supplies 

• Sunday School Classes  

• UWF Circles  

• Youth Group  

TOGETHER  

WE DID IT! 

1,849 Hygiene Kits 

10 Cleaning Kits 

Total Value - $22,938 

https://secure.myvanco.com/YQ6S/campaign/C-12N9D
https://secure.myvanco.com/YQ6S/campaign/C-12N9D
https://secure.myvanco.com/YQ6S/campaign/C-12N9D
https://secure.myvanco.com/YQ6S/campaign/C-12N9D
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Condolences   
 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to the families of those who have passed away 
during the month of Month: 

The Reverend Jeanetta B. Benedict 

Local Outreach News 

Summer Meals for Kids Snack Drive July & August 

The final bell has rung on the 2022 public school year, and school children are now at home for the sum-
mer.  The Summer Meals for Kids’ Program began in mid-June, and our congregants are assisting one day 
each week at the Meals on Wheels Facility to provide lunches to 200 children living in local motels and low-

income apartment complexes.  Lunches are provided Monday through Friday for 10 weeks 
until school begins again.  Although the roster for hands-on help making lunches and 
providing homemade cookies is filled, we still need help in providing enough juice and 
snacks to supplement the lunches.  Please bring fruit cups, granola bars, other healthy 
snack bars, and no- or low-sugar juice boxes to WUMC.  There is a bin in the Collection 
Closet marked “Summer Meals for Kids Snacks.” 

 

Help Wanted at Williamsburg Area Meals on Wheels 

Our area Meals on Wheels has posted a paid position for a Volunteer Coordinator.  The job is 20 
hours per week, Monday – Friday 8:00 am – noon, and the responsibilities are scheduling the large number 
of volunteers that assist Meals on Wheels with all of their programs.  The major two programs right now are 
the Daily Lunch Program for the home-bound and the Summer Meals for Kid’s Program.   

Meals on Wheels is also still in need of volunteer drivers to drop off meals at residences in the Williams-
burg area.  For many seniors in our community, Meals on Wheels can be the difference between remaining in 
their own homes or relocating to a nursing facility.  The meal, friendly visit and safety check provided by a 
driver, help them cope not only with hunger, but also isolation and loss of independence.  Meal delivery be-
gins at 11:00 am and most routes are complete within an hour.  What a wonderful opportunity to contribute 
to the generous traditions of our community! 

For more information on either the Volunteer Coordinator Position or 
Driving and Meal Delivery, please contact Grace Rutledge (757) 229-9250 
or info@wmbgmealsonwheels.com at Williamsburg Area Meals on 
Wheels. 
 

August School Supply Drive 

Watch for upcoming announcements about our annual school supply drive in 
August.  We will publish the specific supplies requested by the public schools we 
support.  Each year the list of “required supplies” changes as the schools use 
more and more electronic technology for lessons.  The impact of the pandemic on 
school attendance and school work during the last two school years, has changed 
how students learn, so please do not purchase supplies in advance of our list. 

mailto:info@wmbgmealsonwheels.com
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Dine with Us 

Thank you for the support you’ve shown the United Women in Faith in our fundraising this spring.  We’ve 
raised over $1,000 and hope to add a bit more.  On June 30, any time between 4:00 pm and 8:00 pm, join 
us at Sal’s by Victor for our last spring/summer restaurant fundraiser.  No 
flyer needed - just let your server know you are there for the Williamsburg 
United Methodist Church fundraiser.  Enjoy a delicious meal of your choice 
and help us raise funds for local missions! 

 

Carol Brinkley Memorial Book Club  

We are happy to have anyone from our church family join our book club!  Our meet-
ings are held every other month via Zoom at 7:00 pm on second Mondays.  We follow the 
United Women in Faith Reading Program which is a cherished tradition that brings people 
together in mission as they explore, share, and discuss books.   

Our next meeting will be held via Zoom on Monday, July 11 at 7:00 pm, and we 
will be discussing Glory Happening:  Finding the Divine in Everyday Places by Kaitlin B. 
Curtice (Nurturing For Community – 2020).  For more information about the United Wom-
en in Faith Reading Program, visit:  https://uwfaith.org/resources/2022-reading-
program/, and to receive an invitation to a Zoom meeting, please contact Cindy Banek at 
(757) 229-1771. 

United Women in Faith News 

https://uwfaith.org/resources/2022-reading-program/
https://uwfaith.org/resources/2022-reading-program/

