
 

  

Becoming Part of the WUMC Family  Begins June 12   3 

Summer Choir  Begins June 5   3 

United Methodist Men’s Breakfast  Saturday, June 11    3 

Pastors’ Bible Study  Begins June 1 & 2   4 

United Women in Faith Circle Meetings for June   4 

United Women in Faith Candle Burning Ceremony  Saturday, June 4   4 

Messy Church  Tuesday, June 14    5 

Summer of Fun Events for Families  Begins June 15   5 

Early Childhood Music School Summer Sessions  Begins June 13   5 

Youth Ministry News & Calendar of Events    6 

Graduates 2022    6 
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For more information about each of these events, see their articles inside. 
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Pastor’s 

Note 
It was the middle of August, 

the time when the torpid heat of the Peninsula lingers 
and families snap up back-to-school clothes at Kohls.  
But something terrible was happening:  with astonish-
ing speed, the Taliban rolled across the last defensive 
lines and Kabul fell - to gasps around the world.  The 
longest war in US history was over, and we were ne-
gotiating the terms of airport evacuations with our 
former enemy.  As we watched in real time, terror 
swirled on the tarmac:  a soldier received an infant 
over razor wire.  Human beings fell from the sky after 
clinging to departing jets.  A bomb killed desperate 
Afghanis and the US soldiers trying to help them.  For 
many of us, it looked like 1975 again, and we 
watched in disbelief. 

Then, quietly at first, something began to stir. 
Thousands, then tens of thousands, of Afghan refu-
gees began to arrive at Dulles and other US airports, 
many of them US allies who had risked everything to 
help rebuild their nation – everything.  They were ar-
riving with only their lives, leaving all else behind.  
Maybe, some of us began to think, some may end up 
here in Williamsburg?  Could the heart of our church 
welcome these new neighbors? 

The answer, then and now, is a resounding “YES.”  
Two families, the Sayeeds and the Rasoulis, arrived in 
the latter months of 2021 after long stays in repur-
posed US military bases.  These families, each with 
school-aged children, included a distinguished jurist, 
an acclaimed human rights lawyer, and two medical 
doctors.  Their stories of escape, loss and survival 
were stunning.  Many who met them thought:  these 
may be the most courageous people I have ever met.  
Teams of WUMC disciples, coordinated by Jeannie 
Niebel and Susan Sallwasser went to work immediate-
ly.  Both families needed clothing.  Done.  Documents 
were snarled in bureaucratic channels.  Calls made:  
taken care of.  Children needed registering in elemen-
tary, middle and high schools.  Check.  Language 
classes could help.  Begun.  Permanent lodgings had 
to be obtained.  (Not easy right now, but hey, God 
keeps providing.)  God provided.  You cannot work 
and thrive in this town without a car.  Generous giv-
ers emerged.  In the driveway, with one in process 
right now.  Oh, and one more thing:  this spring, the 
Sayeed family welcomed little Abraham, who like all 
babies, needed a lot!  We said, “Welcome, Abra-
ham.”   

Acolytes Needed 
Carry "the light of Christ" in and out of the 

Sanctuary!  Acolytes are needed for the 8:15 and 
the 11:00 a.m. services.  This is a perfect job for 
people of all ages.  Training is available.  Please 
call or text Virginia Morgan (603-5813) if you 
wish to participate.   

Adult Sunday School 
Most of our Adult Sunday School classes will 

continue to meet in-person through the summer 
from 9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings.  
Watch the Sunday bulletin and enotes for updates 
on studies. 

Aldersgate Fellowship Class 
Wesley Hall 

Marvin Willard Bible Class 
Room 174 

Searchers Class 
Room 309 and ZOOM 

New Class 
Room 171 

Questions about Adult Sunday School classes? 
Contact Cindy Banek (757) 229-1771 Ext 258 or 

cbanek@williamsburgumc.org 

It has truly been a transformative experience for 
those who have come to know these families and be-
friend them as we worked to meet needs.  

The Afghan Resettlement Team and our Local 
Outreach Committee are pleased to invite you to 
come and meet each of our sponsored families 
at a reception between worship services on 
Sunday, June 5 at 9:15 a.m. on the front Lawn.  
So many among our flock have been truly blessed 
and moved to come to know these new neighbors; 
we hope you will be so, as well. 

mailto:cbanek@williamsburgumc.org
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Summer Choir is almost here! 

Summer Choir is a Sunday morning 
30-minute rehearsal with participation 
in worship at 8:15 a.m. or 11:00 a.m.  
Come to learn an easy anthem, hymn 
or praise song to sing in worship.  We 
will not wear choir robes, and all other 
materials will be provided.  For the 
early service, rehearsal is at 7:45 a.m.  
For 11:00 a.m., we rehearse at 10:30 
a.m.  Everyone ninth grade to 150 
years old is invited to give Summer 
Choir a try!  Masks are currently re-
quired for singers. 

Summer Choir dates are  
June 5 - August 28. 

For more information contact Lou-
Anne Smith, Director of Music Minis-
tries (757) 229-1771 Ext 107 or 
lsmith@williamsburgumc.org.  I 
look forward to hearing from you!  

Crossroads Table  
Every Sunday, your ministry area has the opportunity to provide information 

about its work and activities by using the Crossroads Table in the Atrium.  The 
Crossroads Table provides occasion for church attendees to learn about your minis-
try as leaders can talk directly to people stopping by and highlight volunteer and 
service opportunities.  This is a win-win situation for everyone!  We only ask that 
you reserve the Crossroads Table in advance by signing up on the form posted on 
the bulletin board behind the Sanctuary past the Church Den.  Questions? Contact 
Cindy Banek (757) 229-1771 Ext 258 or cbanek@williamsburgumc.org. 

On the last two Sundays of June, we plan to re-
ceive new members at each of our morning services 
– which is an occasion of great joy for our faith fam-
ily!  If you are interested in joining your life with 
that of our church, please let Pastor Dave or Pastor 
Meghan know; we would love to talk with you about 
that.   

Also, whether you prefer to join in June or at 
some later time (or are still just considering!), we 
invite you to attend “Get Connected!,” a three-
session conversation as to how to engage more 
meaningfully in the busy life of WUMC.  We will 
meet in Fellowship Hall at 9:30 a.m. on the 
following Sundays:  June 12, 19 and 26.  We’d 
love to have you with us, and all are invited, includ-
ing those presently members who are curious.  
While it is not essential, we’d be pleased to hear 
that you are com-
ing, so call us (757) 
229-1771 if you find 
it convenient. 

Our next Mens' Breakfast will be on Saturday, June 11 at 8:00 a.m. 
in Fellowship Hall.  The cost is $10.00.  All are welcome!  Contact  Peter Mor-
gan (morganpm@mac.com) or John Tressler (jdthokie@msn.com) for a 
reservation. 

mailto:lsmith@williamsburgumc.org
mailto:cbanek@williamsburgumc.org
mailto:morganpm@mac.com
mailto:jdthokie@msn.com
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Williamsburg United 
Women in Faith 

 

formerly Williamsburg United Methodist Women 
 

June 2022 – Circle Meetings 
 

Ruth Simpson Circle – Wednesday, June 1 at 

10:00 a.m. in Room 174.  Circle member Carolyn 
Munro will present a program entitled, "Lacemakers 
and the Saints.“ 
 

Heritage Circle – Tuesday, June 7 at 9:45 a.m. in 

Room 174.  We will be packing UMCOR kits.  Please 
bring hand towels and wash cloths.  Following the 
meeting, we will have lunch in a local restaurant. 

 

Friendship Circle – Tuesday, June 14 at 10:00 a.m. 

in Room 174.  Guest speaker will be Terri Morgan 
who will share stories from her March medical mission 
team to Honduras.  Guests welcome. 
 

Carol Scott Circle – Tuesday, June 14 at 11:45 

a.m.  We will meet for lunch at Opus 9. 
 

Sisters in Grace & Sisters in Mission Circles – 
Tuesday, June 14 from 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm.  We will 
meet together for a Summer Picnic at Veterans Park 
on Ironbound Rd., gathering in the Willis Barnes Shel-
ter.  Bring your own picnic dinner.  It will be a fun 
time to see everyone! 

United Women in Faith Candle Burning Ceremony 
 

Bring your lawn chair and join the United Women in Faith (Formerly United Methodist 
Women) for an outdoor Candle Burning Ceremony on Saturday, June 4 at 10:00 
a.m. on the church lawn.  All are invited to attend and enjoy this time of gathering for wor-
ship and friendship shared thru a special candle burning ceremony to honor and remember 
loved ones. Our program will be presented by Jeannie Niebel speaking about our Afghan 
families.   

If it rains, we will meet in the Fellowship Hall. 

Pastors’ Summer 
Bible Study:   
Revelation 

 

Meets In person on Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.  
and via Zoom on Thursdays at 10:30 a.m. 

Begins June 1 & 2 
 

Texas Methodist Rev. Zan Holmes once said 
that “The Book of Revelation is a rather bewilder-
ing conclusion to God’s otherwise love letter that 
is the Bible!”  He was on to something!  Because 
with its seemingly fearful visions of dragons and 
sea monsters, Revelation can seem like weird and 
unfamiliar territory to us.  But this need not be so!  
Come join us this summer for “Decoding Revela-
tion:  Wisdom for Today from the Bible’s Epi-
logue,” as we strive to learn how those who first 
heard its oracles took hope and comfort in them, 
and how we may just be able to do so in our time, 
as well.  Our journey takes place Wednesdays 
(7:00 p.m. in-person at the Church) and Thurs-
days (10:30 a.m. online via Zoom) from June 1/2 
- July 20/21 (eight sessions; come to any/all you 
are able).  We’d be delighted to 
have you with us, and biblical 
beginners are especially encour-
aged!  A Zoom link for the 
Thursday morning session will 
be distributed by e-Notes; you 
may also enquire with the 
church office to receive that link 
(757) 229-1771. 
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Messy Church for 
June 

Our June Messy Church will be on Tues-
day, June 14 from 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.  Our 
theme is, “It’s all about Fishing?” based on 
Mark 1:16-20.  Jesus calls each of us to do a job 
and to have a purpose in our life.  Jesus’ friends, 
the disciples, had a special job to tell everyone 
about Jesus.  They learned from Jesus and acted 
like he did, too.  When we learn about Jesus by 
studying the Bible and listening to others talk about 
him, we can grow in our faith.  We tell others about 
Jesus just like the disciples.  
Come to Messy Church and 
experience this all-age wor-
ship event with theme-based 
activities and Celebration 
Time, plus dinner for all!  
There is never a fee to at-
tend, and all age welcome.   

Questions?  Contact Cindy Banek (757) 229-
1771 Ext 258 or cbanek@williamsburgumc.org. 

Our Early Childhood Music School (ECMS) is taking registrations 
for its Summer Session held every Wednesday July 13 - August 10.  
Classes are open for infants through age eight.   

For more information contact Anthony Williams (757) 229-1771 
Ext 108 or awilliams@williamsburgumc.org.  

Summer Project: 

C reating C hrismons 
Calling all who might be interested in refreshing 

old and creating new Chrismon ornaments for our 
Sanctuary and Atrium Christmas trees for Christmas 
2022.  If you have experience or would like to learn 
something new, you are invited to join our work-
shops to take place in July and August (dates to be 
determined) for opportunities to refresh and/or re-

pair ornaments we presently 
have, as well as create and add 
new pieces to our existing col-
lection.   

To learn more you can 
search the internet using key-
word “Chrismons.” 

Contact Gwen Hamrick 
(757) 876-0652 for further in-
formation. 

Summer Session 

mailto:cbanek@williamsburgumc.org
mailto:awilliams@williamsburgumc.org
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SURVEY 

To help us plan for the next school year, 
please complete this quick 3-question survey.  
Thank you in advance!   

https://forms.gle/ueP2eEfPhD3hqygR6 
 

KITS FOR CONFERENCE  
SERVICE PROJECT 

Save the date!  On Saturday, June 4 we 
will be helping load up health/hygiene kits 
(close to 2000!) for Annual Conference.  More 
details to come. 

High School 
Graduates 2022 

 

Congratulations to all our Graduates! 

 

Michael McVey graduating from Jamestown High 
School and will be attending Virginia Tech. 

Olivia Tomes graduating from Jamestown High 
School and will be attending Iona College in New York. 

Emma Block graduating from Lafayette High School 
and will be attending the University of Virginia. 

Price Whitaker graduating from Lafayette High 
School and will be attending Shenandoah University, 
Exercise Science & Kinesiology. 

Jon Rochford graduating from Providence Classical 
and will be attending George Mason University, Game 
Design. 

Ryan Lindley graduating from Warhill High School 
and will be attending the College of William & Mary. 

Delaney Gibbons graduating from Williamsburg 
Christian Academy and will be attending College. 

College Graduates 2022 
 

Congratulations to all our graduates! 
 

Erica Collins graduating from the College 
of William & Mary.  

Abby Comey graduating from the College 
of William & Mary.  

Margaret Donnan graduating from the 
College of William & Mary.  

Italia Gorski  graduating from the Col-
lege of William & Mary.  

Paige Groome graduating from the Col-
lege of William & Mary.  

Erin McClain graduating from the College 
of William & Mary. BS Degree in Biology. 

Andrew Shield graduating from New 
England Conservatory of Music.  BM in Jazz 
Performance. 

Catrin Lowri Morgan graduating from 
Virginia Commonwealth University/Medical 
College of Virginia.  BS in 
Nursing, Acute Care Sur-
gery at the Critical Care 
Hospital. 

Youth Ministry News 
SUMMER FUN 

Save the dates!  We will meet from 6:00 
p.m. - 8:00 p.m. on the following summer 
Wednesdays:  June 15 (rescheduled Beach 
Party & Cookout!), June 29, July 13, July 27, 
August 10 and August 24. 
 

QUESTIONS?   

Contact Pastor Meghan (757) 229-1771 Ext 
261 or mclayton@williamsburgumc.org. 

https://forms.gle/ueP2eEfPhD3hqygR6
mailto:mclayton@williamsburgumc.org
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In Memoriam 
Bereavement Notice 

JULIE STANTON, former 
member of Williamsburg 
UMC, died on April 16, 2022.  
We surround her family in 
prayer. Expressions of Chris-
tian compassion may be sent 
to Julie’s son: 

Doug Stanton 
2018 McKennell Dr. 
Nashville, TN 37206 

CARE Committee 
Care Committee provides rides to the doctor, 

helps with funeral receptions and provides help 
when someone is sick.  Sally Burri (508-2878) and 
Linda Inge (345-6527) are the May coordinators.  If 
you need CARE, please 
let the coordinators 
know at least 2 days in 
advance to arrange for 
assistance. 

Congregational 

Care 

Do you feel it?  
Do you see it?  Do 
you recognize the 
Holy Spirit working 
in so many ways 
among us at 
WUMC - encourag-
ing us to feed the 

hungry, to heal and provide comfort to the 
sick, and to welcome our neighbors, and to 
share a portion of God’s Kingdom with those 
in need?  Yes, you are responding to God’s 
call in many ways. 

In ancient times God told the Hebrew people, 
“The foreigner residing among you must be 
treated as your native-born.  Love them as 
yourself, for you were foreigners in Egypt.  I 
am the Lord your God.”  (Leviticus 19:34, NIV) 

Through personal involvement and finan-
cial gifts, you are responding to God’s call and 
fulfilling this scripture today. 

Just imagine what it would be like to 
know that your own life and the lives of your 
family are in danger and that you need to 
trust people from a foreign nation to help you 
escape from a place you have lived your en-
tire life.  Working together as a congregation, you 
have been assisting and caring for two such families 
from Afghanistan since December of last year.   

Both the Sayeed and Rasuli families were forced 
to flee quickly because of having worked to bring 
about social justice in their homeland.  They came 
to the US with very few belongings, living initially on 
a military base until Colonial Williamsburg and a 
generous donor from Charlottesville committed to 
provide financial support.  Since these families 
arrived in our area, you have answered the 
Spirit’s call and reached out to them in count-
less ways. 

Many of you have supplied transportation to 
classes, doctor’s appointments, and grocery stores; 
assisted them in obtaining legal documents and 
opening bank accounts; provided opportunities to 
improve their English through conversation; helped 
them prepare for driving tests; located housing and 
given them clothing, furniture, household goods, 
and a vehicle; provided childcare, baby gifts, and 
even sat beside them at the hospital awaiting the 
birth of a son.  Above all, you have shown them 
kindness, compassion, and God’s love in ac-
tion.  Both families have become our friends and 
neighbors and have expressed their sincere grati-
tude to us through words and hospitality.   

In Hebrews 13:2 (NASB), Paul writes:  “Do not 
neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for 
by this some have entertained angels without 
knowing it.”  Undoubtedly, many of you have ex-
perienced the blessing that comes from helping oth-
ers, praise God!  Together, may we continue to 
show love to those who come to our country seek-
ing refuge, freedom, and peace.   

Let’s join together in celebrating our new 
friends at a 9:15 a.m. Welcome Reception be-
tween services on Sunday, June 5 out on the 
front Lawn. 

To God be the Glory. 

Your Stewardship Team 
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WINGS OF CARING 
 

Williamsburg United Methodist Church through its Global Outreach Team provides support to several in-
ternational organizations.  One of these organizations, located in the Central Congo, is Wings of Caring 
which provides aviation transportation support for United Methodist medical, evangelical, and relief outreach 
efforts. 

The Democratic Republic of Congo, three times the size of Texas, has less than 1000 miles of paved 
road, thus making transportation a very serious problem.  Travel for church leadership, medical teams, edu-
cational needs, and medical emergencies is greatly enhanced using the mission plane.  For example, medical 
centers for handling emergencies are often not accessible by walking, so this aviation capacity is a necessary 
and life-saving asset.  Non-emergency transportation is also provided by Wings of Caring for medical and ed-
ucational staff transferring from one location to another.  The planes even carry mail to and from mission 
outposts.  Until such time as the surface road infrastructure of the Central Congo is vastly improved, aviation 
assistance will be required.   

Wings of Caring is there to respond to the needs of the community, 
reflecting God’s care, mercy and compassion for all.  If you wish to 
support this organization, make your check payable to “WUMC” and 
note “Wings of Caring” in the memo line. 

 

Your Global Outreach Team 

The Messenger 

A Monthly Publication of 

Williamsburg United Methodist Church  

500 Jamestown Rd., Williamsburg, VA 23185 

Church Office (757-229-1771) 

www.williamsburgumc.org 
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