
Williamsburg UMC Weekly ENOTE for December 22, 2022 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP, DECEMBER 24 

SUNDAY WORSHIP, CHRISTMAS DAY, DECEMBER 25 

 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP! 

We invite everyone to come and celebrate the natal news of Emmanuel, God-with-us, when on 

Saturday, December 24th, we will present three Christmas Eve services at 5:00, 7:00 & 9:00 p.m. The 5 

p.m. Christmas Pageant will be especially family-friendly, and our 7 & 9 p.m. “Carols, Candlelight & 

Communion” service will be available by livestream at 7 p.m. and available as a recording thereafter on 

our website. On Sunday, December 25th, do join us for only one service at 10 a.m., both in person and via 

livestream, for an informal and fun exploration of several beloved Christmas hymns! 

 

WORSHIP ONLINE 

If you are not able to attend in-person, we invite you to enjoy the livestream online at 11:00am:  

• www.williamsburgumc.org/worship/livestream-services 

• www.facebook.com/williamsburgumc 

• www.youtube.com/channel/UCvV_xP0AKTHLMzM0BBKhPmQ 

 

WORSHIP RECORDINGS 

If you are unable to join us for the Livestream Worship Services, recordings of each service are 

available on our website: https://www.williamsburgumc.org/worship/sunday-worship. Just click 

on the media player to see the most current service or choose another from the playlist beneath 

the player. Hard copies of Pastor's Sermons are available for reading by request. For more 

information, contact the church office (757) 229-1771.  

 

On behalf of the WUMC Pastors, staff, and congregation, we wish you all a very Merry Christmas and 

a Happy New Year!  

 

The Newsletter has the calendar listed, more details of events, and other announcements (which can 

be found in your inbox, on the website, in the church lobby, and on social media). You can expect the 

newest edition of the Newsletter to be available the second week of January!  

 

Our WUMC Offices will be closed on the following dates in observance of the holidays: December 26th, 

December 27th, and January 2nd. 

http://www.williamsburgumc.org/worship/livestream-services
http://www.facebook.com/williamsburgumc
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvV_xP0AKTHLMzM0BBKhPmQ
https://www.williamsburgumc.org/worship/sunday-worship
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/78/7889e3b6-5a89-40f8-b674-1718248649e6/documents/WUMC_Advent_Newsletter.pdf


 

        

THE MINISTRY OF GENEROSITY 

During this Advent Season we are truly thankful for the many blessings God has given us, the greatest of 

which is the gift of Jesus Christ, God among us.  

Recent years have presented a keen financial challenge for those with lower incomes, many of whom 

depend upon your support through the many ministry-outreach programs of WUMC. You are providing 

this needed message of God’s love through your generous giving!  However, our financial resources are 

strained to keep up with the need. The actual church ministry expenses through November have 

exceeded actual giving income; some of the resulting shortfall has been offset by interest and rental 

income.  

  

$ 1,464,366    Actual Expenses January – November  

$ 1,395,654    Total Giving Income: January – November  

($     68,712)    Shortfall  

  

Many of our outreach ministries will receive their final gift from you during the month of December.  

We humbly seek your help. Would you prayerfully consider an extra gift during this Advent Season to 

help fund the many ministries we offer through WUMC? Your response is vital, so that all can 

experience the abundance God intends for all throughout the year, and especially during this Christmas 

Season.  

God bless you, and we wish you and all a very Merry Christmas and blessed New Year! 

 

 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES WILL RETURN JANUARY 8, 2023 

 

A NEW HEARING OF AN OLD STORY 

We are delighted to share that Jason Markiewitz, a new attendee of our church, has extended to us an 

early Christmas gift. His audio-production company has created a family-friendly version of Juliana 

Horatia Ewing's 1867 story "Three Christmas Trees." He has offered it to our church family to listen to on 

Youtube (no cost), “if any are interested in something unique to listen to while decorating the tree or 

traveling to see family.”  

The program runs about 30 minutes, and can be found here: https://youtu.be/wj9UQlMztDw.  

(Thank you, Jason!) 

https://youtu.be/wj9UQlMztDw


 

Go in Peace – by a SAFE FIRE EXIT PLAN! 

Over the past few months our church Trustees have been working with the Williamsburg Fire 

Department to develop comprehensive fire exit plans for the entire church property. These plans are 

being posted in various ways throughout our building. You may have noticed that each of the exit doors 

is now numbered, both inside and outside. This is done for a dual purpose, making clear where people 

should exit the building in case of emergency, and helping emergency personnel quickly locate any 

cause for alarm. You also may have noticed the placement of fire exit plans throughout the building. 

Please take the time to review the fire exit plan for areas of the building you frequent. Of course, we all 

hope that a fire or other such emergency will not happen in our church, but faithfulness in caring for one 

another requires a plan! Know where to go in case of emergency, and then you may help others to be 

safe, as well. 

 

Is that CRANE still here?? 

Yes, it is! (And we didn’t get to hoist a Star over Bethlehem with it, either.)  Cellphone service provider T-

Mobile, who for 20 years has paid monthly rent for the use of our steeple, is running behind schedule 

with upgrades to their equipment. Our steeple’s exterior panels, which had begun to fail, are being 

replaced as part of the upgrade at T-Mobile’s expense, and our Trustees used the opportunity to replace 

additional wooden components with more lasting materials. (This work was funded by your generous 

participation in our recent Capital Campaign, and happily, all these improvements were approved by the 

city’s Architectural Review Board!)  Some panels had to be reordered for proper fit and appearance; 

temporary paneling will be installed at year’s end until the correct materials arrive later in the new year. 

And THEN we will say farewell to the crane! 

 

OUTREACH 

WUMC has a tradition of designating recipients for special offerings received in Advent and Lent. The 

Global and Local Outreach teams prayerfully discern recipients. Global Outreach has selected My Refuge 

House.  

Local Outreach selected Literacy for Life, Meals on Wheels, and the Pastors' Discretionary Fund. Literacy 

for Life is a local organization that provides tutoring and educational counseling.   Meals on Wheels 

provides daily hot, nutritious meals to vulnerable adults and families in the Williamsburg area. The 

Pastors' Discretionary Fund is a means to provide support for those in circumstances of sudden, 

emergent financial need within our community.  

Thanks to the generosity of our congregation, WUMC is usually able to fulfill referrals for aid from local 

helping agencies, including the WJCC Human Services, United Way, and House of Mercy.  

 

CAMPUS FOOD EXCHANGE  

https://myrefugehouse.org/about-mrh/
https://myrefugehouse.org/about-mrh/


To make a one-time donation to the Wesley Foundation or to its W&M Campus Food Exchange, please 

use the “Donate” link. You can pay by credit card, debit card or by PayPal account. After clicking on the 

button, input the amount you wish to donate, and fill in the billing information. If you would like your 

gift to go particularly to the Campus Food Exchange, please leave a note when you make the donation. 

You will receive an email confirming your payment.  

If you prefer to write a check, simply mail a check made out to “Wesley Foundation” (and designate it to 

the Campus Food Exchange if you wish) to:  

Wesley Foundation  

526 Jamestown Road  

Williamsburg VA 23185-4044 

 

YOUTH NEWS  

WUMC Youth Group will next meet on Friday, January 13, to prepare a Winter Shelter Meal for our 

unhoused neighbors.   

  

→ If you have a middle schooler interested in Confirmation, please let Pastors Meghan or Dave 

know. We are preparing for our next Confirmation cohort! Confirmation is spiritual formation 

experience for young people exploring and deepening their Christian faith. Additionally, Youth 

learn about the history and beliefs of the United Methodist family of faith. Confirmands receive 

a prayer partner to journey with them as they consider membership vows and what it means to 

follow in the Way of Jesus within a community of faith. Confirmation 2023 will begin Sunday, 

March 5 and continue for 10 Sundays.  

For information about the Youth Ministry, please contact Pastor Dave   

(drochford@williamsburgumc.org) or Pastor Meghan (mclayton@williamsburgumc.org). 

 

 

CHOIR SINGERS AND COVENANT RINGERS NEEDED! 

If you are interested in joining the WUMC Choir, or interested in joining or subbing the Covenant 

Ringers, please contact Lou-Anne Smith at lsmith@williamsburgumc.org or submit your information via 

the Volunteer for Music Ministries Form. 

 

EMERGENCY HOMELESS SHELTER 

The winter winds will soon be blowing and churches throughout the Williamsburg area, including 

Williamsburg United Methodist Church, will be opening their doors to shelter our homeless neighbors. 

This shelter is an outreach of the Community of Faith Mission (COFM). COFM is a faith-based 

emergency shelter program that serves those experiencing homelessness in the Greater Williamsburg 

https://wmwesley.org/donate/
mailto:drochford@williamsburgumc.org
mailto:mclayton@williamsburgumc.org
mailto:lsmith@williamsburgumc.org
https://williamsburgumc.org/serve/volunteer-music


community during the coldest months of the year. The COFM website can be accessed at: 

www.cofm.info 

 

Community of Faith Mission will be offering twelve (12) weeks of shelter during the coldest weeks of the 

season. Our week of shelter is January 8 to January 15. Volunteers from WUMC will be needed to staff 

on Sunday evening January 8, Monday morning January 9, Friday evening January 13, Saturday morning 

and evening January 14 and Sunday morning January 15. 

Together with King of Glory Lutheran Church and the Christian Life Church we are signing up volunteers 

now to help with check-in in the evening, dinner, overnight, breakfast, and check-out in the morning as 

well as security/safety. 

Essential volunteer training (even if you have participated before) may be found at the COFM website: 

www.cofm.info 

From the homepage, under the tab ‘Get Involved,’ Click on: “Host Partner” 

Click on: “Host Partner Training Manual”  

(Password Protected) “COFM Training Manuals, Presentations and Videos” 

Password is: Faith! 

Click on: “Shelter Training Videos - COFM Volunteer Training Video 2022” 

This training video will take up to two (2) hours. Please note: Additional in-house training will also be 

provided. If you, your family, or group would like to take part, sign up directly (for any positions other 

than food-related) via the Sign-Up Genius link. Should you prefer, indication of interest as well as 

questions may be submitted by the Winter Shelter Form on our website. 

  

UVIM TEAM LEADER TRAINING 

There will be an UMVIM Team Leader Training class on February 7, 2023, from 9 AM to 2 PM right here 

at WUMC. Gathering time is 8:30 AM, and the Class will start promptly at 9 AM. Trainers will be Kip 

Robinson and our own Terri Morgan! Coffee, fruit and pastries will be provided, as will a quality box 

lunch. A training manual will be sent to you by email (printed manuals are available upon request). 

Those needing CEU credit can request it during the registration process. Follow this link to sign up for 

class: https://vaumc.org/february-2023-umvim/  

  

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH 

The Ruth Simpson Circle will meet on Wednesday, January 4, 2023, at 10:00 a.m., in Room 174.  

The Friendship Circle will meet January 10 at 10 a.m. in Room 174 to pack medications for the February 

Honduras mission team. 

https://cofm.info/
https://cofm.info/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040848adaa2aa1fd0-cofm
https://williamsburgumc.org/connect/volunteer-for-winter-shelter-hidden
https://vaumc.org/february-2023-umvim/


The Heritage Circle will meet on Tuesday, January 3 at 9:30 a.m. in Room 309. Please bring a photo that 

represents your growing up years.  Also bring a lunch! 

Sisters in Grace will be meeting in Room 309 at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, January 10. Nancy Moore will be 

sharing about the United Women in Faith Reading Program. 

 

 

CAROL BRINKLEY MEMORIAL BOOK CLUB  

We are happy to have anyone from our church family join our book club! Our meetings are held every 

other month via Zoom at 7:00 pm on second Mondays (in Jan, Mar, May, July, Sept, and Nov). We 

follow the United Women in Faith Reading Program which is a cherished tradition that brings people 

together in mission as they explore, share, and discuss books.  

Our next meeting will be held via Zoom on Monday, January 9, 2023 at 7:00 pm, at which time we will 

be discussing Hiding in the Light: Why I Risked Everything to Leave Islam and Follow Jesus by Rifqa Bary.  

For more information about the United Women in Faith Reading Program, go to 

https://uwfaith.org/resources/reading-program/, and to receive an invitation to a Zoom meeting, please 

contact the church office at (757) 229-1771. 

 

MISSION VOLUNTEERS 

Our 2023 team to Carolina Honduras Health Foundation's clinic in Limon, Honduras will be February 

24-March 4 2023. Two spaces are available for a pharmacist and a Spanish translator. Contact Terri 

Morgan via info@williamsburgumc.org or (757) 229-1771 or fill out our online form: 

https://williamsburgumc.org/serve/carolina-honduras-mission-trip  

 

FROM OUR PERSONNEL TEAM 

DIRECTOR, RESPITE CARE CENTER 

Respite Care of Williamsburg United Methodist Church is seeking a Director for its program which 

provides social engagement and stimulating activities to dependent senior adult clients five 

afternoons a week. The successful candidate will be a caring professional with at least three years’ 

experience working in a health care or social services setting, a minimum of a B.A. in a health or social 

services field, demonstrated success in fundraising and grant writing, strong communication skills, and 

experience managing staff and volunteers in a team-oriented environment. The individual we are 

seeking should also have experience and a deep commitment to working with dependent senior adults 

and their families. This position is part-time, 26 hours per week. A cover letter and resume may be 

submitted to vacancy.wumc@gmail.com  

 

DIRECTOR OF CONGREGATIONAL CARE 

mailto:info@williamsburgumc.org
https://williamsburgumc.org/serve/carolina-honduras-mission-trip
mailto:vacancy.wumc@gmail.com


Williamsburg United Methodist Church, located in historic Williamsburg, VA, next to the College of 
William and Mary, is seeking a part-time (30 hours per week) Director of Congregational Care (DCC).  In 
collaboration with the Pastoral Team, Program Staff and Lay Leadership, the DCC will relate to and 
further develop lay-led congregational care ministries (including Stephen Ministry, Shepherd’s Fold, 
CARE team, Congregational care, Memorial Garden, Respite Care, etc.). The DCC will oversee Older Adult 
Ministries with persons unable to regularly participate in the congregational life of the church (persons 
of all ages who are in long-term care, hospitalized or incapacitated).  The DCC is also expected to 
contribute to worship/counseling/educational outreach in local resident care communities. 

The DCC will coordinate pastoral care ministry, in consultation with the pastoral team, staff and lay 
persons involved in congregational care.  The DCC also provides supervision to the Director of Respite 
Care and serves as staff liaison to the Respite Care Board. 

Applicants should have a bachelor’s degree with emphasis in religious studies, pastoral counseling, or 
related field, and 3 plus years in pastoral care/counseling in a local church setting.  A Master of Divinity 
or other seminary degree, Advanced Care Planning Certification, completion of Clinical Pastoral 
Educational Residency, and ordination in the UMC or other denomination is preferred. 

Interested candidates should provide a cover letter and resume to vacancy.wumc@gmail.com 

 

 

mailto:vacancy.wumc@gmail.com

