
Williamsburg UMC Weekly E-Note for January 26, 2023

Sunday Worship January 29, 2023

Welcome to Worship!

Last Sunday we heard about a church, long ago, in which unity and shared purpose had given way 
to bitter factionalism. For many of us, this felt sadly familiar; nearly all of us have become aware that 
after three generations of what we might call United Methodism, our global Church has given way 
to seemingly irreconcilable strife.  At a time when love for one another just doesn’t seem enough to 
provide a way forward together, is there hope any longer?  Come be with us this Sunday, at 8:15 and 
11:00, when we see Paul place unswerving focus on the Cross as the revealed wisdom of God, for a 
skeptical, quarrelsome world. From 1 Corinthians 1:18-20, 25-31, we’ll hear an ancient appeal take 
on a strangely current urgency, as we contemplate the plain truth: there’s precious little hope we can 
save ourselves. 

And that’s when things get interesting.

Worship Online:

If you are not able to attend in-person, we invite you to enjoy the livestream online at 11:00am: 
 

www.williamsburgumc.org/worship/livestream-services 

www.facebook.com/williamsburgumc 

www.youtube.com/channel/UCvV_xP0AKTHLMzM0BBKhPmQ

Welcome to Worship!

If you are unable to join us for the Livestream Worship Services, recordings of each service are 
available on our website. Just click on the media player to see the most current service or choose 
another from the playlist beneath the player. Hard copies of Pastor’s Sermons are available for 
reading by request. For more information, contact the church office (757) 229-1771. 

http://www.williamsburgumc.org/worship/livestream-services  
http://www.facebook.com/williamsburgumc
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvV_xP0AKTHLMzM0BBKhPmQ


Soup Sale Fundraiser Next Week! 

Community of Faith Mission is hosting a new, local fundraiser — 
Warm Up Williamsburg! 

Local restaurants will be donating the soups. For a donation of $35, you will 
receive three, 12 oz. containers of soup: one vegetable, tomato, and chili or 

chowder. 

Soup pick up is on Saturday, January 28th, 2023 from 10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. at 
Williamsburg Community Chapel, under the Portico, at 3899 John Tyler Hwy. 

Contact Victoria at victoriacwhorter@cofm.info for more information! There are 
only 200 tickets, and they are on sale NOW! To purchase, visit comf.info, or check 

out their flyer on our website to access the QR code.

Our Story in Color

We have heard a great deal about the history of race within our national story of 
late. Just down the street, Colonial Williamsburg is actively uncovering the history 
of one of the first black congregations in America. But what does race have to do 
with the story of Williamsburg United Methodist Church? That’s the question with 
which we’ll begin the New Year as we examine thoughtfully our church’s history 

over 5 weeks in January and February. 

Led by Rev. Helen Casey-Rutland and former Conference Lay Leader Warren 
Harper, we will learn from each other as we seek to chart a path toward justice 
and racial healing for ourselves and for the next chapter of our congregation’s 

250+ years of ministry.  

The course will take place in the Fellowship Hall on Thursdays from 5 to 7 PM 
(with a break built in; feel free to bring your supper!) and is designed for those 

who are middle-school through adult. We will conclude on February 9. 

Sign up with the church office at 757 229-1771. 
We’d be delighted to have you with us!

Last Call for Communion Tablecloth Project!

Please bring in a piece of fabric or clothing that belonged to a dear one who has 
passed away. The item will be incorporated into a Communion tablecloth to be 

used for on All Saints Day.

Collection bin and form are on the credenza in the banner entranceway. 
Please drop off your item by February 12, 2023. Thank you!

http://comf.info
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/78/7889e3b6-5a89-40f8-b674-1718248649e6/documents/WUW_2023_soup_flyer.png


UVIM Team Leader Training

There will be an UMVIM Team Leader Training class on February 7, 2023, from 9 AM to 2 PM right 
here at WUMC. Gathering time is 8:30 AM, and the Class will start promptly at 9 AM. Trainers will be 
Kip Robinson and our own Terri Morgan! Coffee, fruit and pastries will be provided, as will a quality 
box lunch. A training manual will be sent to you by email (printed manuals are available upon re-
quest). Those needing CEU credit can request it during the registration process. Follow this link to 
sign up for class.   

Save the Date for Bishop Installation Service

Bishop Sue Haupert-Johnson was assigned to the Virginia Conference at the 2022 Southeastern 
Jurisdictional Conference (SEJ) on November 4, 2022 at Lake Junaluska, NC. Bishop Sue was elected 
to the episcopacy at the 2016 SEJ and has been serving over the North Georgia Conference. She 
will begin on January 1, 2023 in the Virginia Conference. Save the Date for an Installation Service 
for Bishop Haupert-Johnson on Saturday, February 11 at 10:30 a.m. at Woodlake UMC (15640 
Hampton Park Dr, Chesterfield, VA 23832). More information will be forthcoming. Find Bishop Sue’s 
initial communication to the Virginia Conference as well as a recap of all the jurisdictional business 
sessions on the conference website.

Churches for Peace in the Middle East

February 16, 2023, 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm. Join Williamsburg United Methodist Church and Churches 
for Middle East Peace (CMEP) for a talk on the role of Christian peacebuilding and advocacy in the 
Middle East. CMEP’s executive director Rev. Dr. Mae Elise Cannon will speak about prophetic and 
pragmatic resources we can utilize to advocate for equality, human rights, security, and justice for 
Israelis, Palestinians, and all people of the Middle East. Rev. Dr. Mae Elise Cannon is the executive 
director of Churches for Middle East Peace and an ordained pastor in the Evangelical Covenant 
Church (ECC). Learn more about the event and CMEP here. At the event, you will be invited to give 
to a Love Offering in support of Churches for Middle East Peace. 

All women of the church are invited to attend and join a circle. Questions? Contact Linda Upshaw 
lupshaw1@cox.net

• Ruth Simpson Circle will meet February 1, 10:00 a.m., in Room 174.  
• Heritage Circle will meet February 7, 9:45 a.m. in Rm. 174.  Helen Casey-Rutland will be our 
speaker and will discuss pastoral counseling and the Peninsula Pastoral Counseling Center.  Lunch 
will follow at a local restaurant.
• Friendship Circle will meet February 14, 10:00 a.m. in Room 174.  Guest speaker will be Leslie P. 
Jingluski from the Avalon Center.
• Carol Scott Circle will meet February 14, 1:00 p.m. in Room 206/Resource Room.
• Sisters in Grace will be meeting February 14, 1:00 p.m. in Room 309. Linda Upshaw will be 
presenting the program, “Getting to Know You.” 
• Sisters in Mission will meet February 14, 5:30 p.m. in Room 309.  Cassie Maye will be our guest 
speaker and share her experiences in working with the Respite Program over the last several years.

United Women in Faith

https://vaumc.org/february-2023-umvim/ 
https://cmep.org/event/faithful-advocacy-prophetic-and-pragmatic-engagement-toward-peace-in-the-middle-east/


Youth News

Our next Youth Group gathering will meet 
on Friday, January 27th at 3 p.m. at BUSCH 

GARDENS!

On February 12, WUMC Youth will host the 
Souper Bowl of Caring! 

Here’s the game plan! 

Souper Bowl of Caring will be held on 
Sunday, February 12 

from 9:15-10:45AM and 12-1PM! 

WUMC Youth will be located in the atrium at Williamsburg UMC 
to collect your donations for two recipients: 

the William and Mary Campus Food Exchange and FISH, Inc. 

Thank you in advance for your support of the youth and the community!

UPCOMING YOUTH AND CHILDREN ACTIVITIES

Some needed items include beef stew, peanut butter, grape jelly, canned 
pastas (e.g. ravioli), baking products (e.g. cornbread, brownies), protein 

bars, vegan/dairy free products, staples (e.g. salt, pepper, oil, flour, sugar), 
microwaveable meals (shelf-stable), canned meat, canned vegetables and 

fruit, rice, clean paper grocery bags, laundry detergent, dish soap, sponges, 
toilet paper, paper towels, hygiene products, feminine products, 

and school supplies (e.g. notebooks).

Williamsburg UMC Children’s Ministries

On February 10th, ECMS will be hosting its Winter Carnival for the first time since 2020! 

On Tuesday, February 14th, Messy Church will be happening starting at 5:30 p.m. 

And on Friday, February 17th, we will kick off Movie Night for the 2023 year! We will be showing The 
Princess and the Frog; the event takes place from 
6 pm. to 8 p.m. RSVPs will open later this month.

Interested in participating, or have questions? Contact Mr. Anthony Williams 
(awilliams@williamsburgumc.org)



From our Personnel Team

DIRECTOR OF CONGREGATIONAL CARE 

Williamsburg United Methodist Church, located in historic Williamsburg, VA, next to the College of 
William and Mary, is seeking a part-time (30 hours per week) Director of Congregational Care (DCC).  
In collaboration with the Pastoral Team, Program Staff and Lay Leadership, the DCC will relate to 
and further develop lay-led congregational care ministries (including Stephen Ministry, Shepherd’s 
Fold, CARE team, Congregational care, Memorial Garden, Respite Care, etc.). The DCC will oversee 
Older Adult Ministries with persons unable to regularly participate in the congregational life of the 
church (persons of all ages who are in long-term care, hospitalized or incapacitated).  The DCC 
is also expected to contribute to worship/counseling/educational outreach in local resident care 
communities. 

The DCC will coordinate pastoral care ministry, in consultation with the pastoral team, staff and 
lay persons involved in congregational care.  The DCC also provides supervision to the Director of 
Respite Care and serves as staff liaison to the Respite Care Board. 

Applicants should have a bachelor’s degree with emphasis in religious studies, pastoral counseling, 
or related field, and 3 plus years in pastoral care/counseling in a local church setting.  A Master of 
Divinity or other seminary degree, Advanced Care Planning Certification, completion of Clinical 
Pastoral Educational Residency, and ordination in the UMC or other denomination is preferred. 

Interested candidates should provide a cover letter and resume to vacancy.wumc@gmail.com 

Welcome, Rev. Troy Sims! 

Troy assumes the role of Director of Discipleship 
on Monday, January 30. He is a United Methodist 
deacon and previously served as clergy at Capitol 
Hill UMC. Troy is married to Sandra, and they have 
a son, Micah. The family has relocated from Bowie, 
MD to Williamsburg.

We look forward to greeting the Sims family!


