
Williamsburg UMC Weekly E-Note for January 20, 2023

Sunday Worship January 22, 2023

Welcome to Worship!

Once upon a time there was a church that was launched with great promise - and in an ideal 
location. But somewhere along the way, something went awry. Squabbling and power games 
became commonplace.  People began banding together in opposition to the harmful ideas and 
twisted beliefs of other groups; factions developed along social and theological fault lines. All were 
determined to hold to the right – and to be right. Soon, unity and compassion were in scarce supply, 
and their once hopeful future seemed uncertain indeed. Then somebody wrote a letter to a man 
named Paul… 

Join us this Sunday when we open somebody else’s mail, read 1 Corinthians 1:10-18, and ponder if 
there is yet hope for the Church in our own day and time!

Worship Online:

If you are not able to attend in-person, we invite you to enjoy the livestream online at 11:00am:  

www.williamsburgumc.org/worship/livestream-services 

www.facebook.com/williamsburgumc 

www.youtube.com/channel/UCvV_xP0AKTHLMzM0BBKhPmQ

Welcome to Worship!

If you are unable to join us for the Livestream Worship Services, recordings of each service are 
available on our website. Just click on the media player to see the most current service or choose 
another from the playlist beneath the player. Hard copies of Pastor’s Sermons are available for 
reading by request. For more information, contact the church office (757) 229-1771. 

http://www.williamsburgumc.org/worship/livestream-services  
http://www.facebook.com/williamsburgumc
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvV_xP0AKTHLMzM0BBKhPmQ


Soup Sale Fundraiser Next Week! 

Community of Faith Mission is hosting a new, local fundraiser — Warm Up Williamsburg! 

Local restaurants will be donating the soups. For a donation of $35, you will receive three, 12 oz. 
containers of soup; one vegetable, tomato, and chili or chowder. 

Soup pick up is on Saturday, January 28th, 2023 from 10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. at Williamsburg 
Community Chapel, under the Portico, at 3899 John Tyler Hwy. 

Contact Victoria at victoriacwhorter@cofm.info for more information! There are only 200 tickets, and 
they are on sale NOW! To purchase, visit comf.info, or check out their flyer on our website to access 
the QR code.

Our Story in Color

We have heard a great deal about the history of race within our national story of late. Just down the 
street, Colonial Williamsburg is actively uncovering the history of one of the first black congregations 
in America. But what does race have to do with the story of Williamsburg United Methodist Church? 
That’s the question with which we’ll begin the New Year as we examine thoughtfully our church’s 
history over 5 weeks in January and February. 

Led by Rev. Helen Casey-Rutland and former Conference Lay Leader Warren Harper, we will learn 
from each other as we seek to chart a path toward justice and racial healing for ourselves and for the 
next chapter of our congregation’s 250+ years of ministry.  

The course will take place in the Fellowship Hall on Thursdays from 5 to 7 PM (with a break built in; 
feel free to bring your supper!) and is designed for those who are middle-school through adult. We 
will conclude on February 9. 

Sign up with the church office at 757 229-1771. We’d be delighted to have you with us!

Last Call for Communion Tablecloth Project!

Please bring in a piece of fabric or clothing that belonged to a dear one who has passed away. The 
item will be incorporated into a Communion tablecloth to be used for on All Saints Day.

Collection bin and form are on the credenza in the banner entranceway. Please drop off your item by 
February 12, 2023. Thank you!

http://comf.info
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/78/7889e3b6-5a89-40f8-b674-1718248649e6/documents/WUW_2023_soup_flyer.png


Churches for Peace in the Middle East

February 16, 2023, 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm. Join Williamsburg United Methodist Church and Churches 
for Middle East Peace (CMEP) for a talk on the role of Christian peacebuilding and advocacy in the 
Middle East. CMEP’s executive director Rev. Dr. Mae Elise Cannon will speak about prophetic and 
pragmatic resources we can utilize to advocate for equality, human rights, security, and justice for 
Israelis, Palestinians, and all people of the Middle East. Rev. Dr. Mae Elise Cannon is the executive 
director of Churches for Middle East Peace and an ordained pastor in the Evangelical Covenant 
Church (ECC). Learn more about the event and CMEP here. 

Lenten Devotional

You, yes, you have a God story to share! For the holy season of Lent, you are invited to write a brief 
meditation to be included in a congregational devotional booklet. If you feel led to be a part of this 
effort to bless the church family and beyond, please attend a Zoom tutorial on Monday, January 23 
at 6pm. We’ll consider ways to make Spirit-led writing powerful, engaging, concrete and sensory. 
Then we’ll try our hand at crafting a first draft of our own. Can’t make the Zoom session? It will be 
recorded. Please sign-up using this link. 

Mission Rivers Celebration Launch

On Saturday, January 28th from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., come and celebrate the launch of our new District 
with a day of Worship, Fellowship and Education! Come for just the morning, just the afternoon or 
the whole day! 

 
WHERE:  

(Right here at) Williamsburg UMC, 500 Jamestown Rd., Williamsburg 23185 

https://cmep.org/event/faithful-advocacy-prophetic-and-pragmatic-engagement-toward-peace-in-the-middle-east/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c094fa5ab23a3fa7-lenten#/


TENTATIVE SCHEDULE: 

8:30 - 9:00 am: Registration / 
sign in 

9:00 - 11:30 am: Morning 
sessions 

11:30 - 12:30 pm: Catered Lunch 

12:30 - 1:30 pm: Covenant 
Worship Service 

1:30 - 4:00 pm: Afternoon 
Sessions 

 

WHEN:  

January 28th 

WHAT:  

Morning and Afternoon classes, 
Lunch and Worship for all 

Mission Volunteers 

Our 2023 team to Carolina Honduras 
Health Foundation's clinic in Limon, 

Honduras will be February 24-March 4, 
2023. 

Two spaces are available for a pharmacist 
and a Spanish translator.  

Contact Terri Morgan via 
info@williamsburgumc.org or 

(757) 229-1771 or fill out our online form

To Register for the event, click here. 

To learn more about Mission Rivers, visit their website. 

https://williamsburgumc.org/serve/carolina-honduras-mission-trip
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeISAj1Aznvxj8Y1iUxAqFPt_cTO9sdYZKgGMZan4-9QLu1xQ/viewform
https://www.missionriversdistrict.org/


UMM Breakfast - MLK Day

On Saturday, January 21st at 8:30 a.m. during the regular monthly meeting of the United Methodist 
Men, the program will focus on the life of Martin Luther King, Jr. and the civil rights movement of the 
1960s. UMM will look briefly at the background of slavery in America and the Jim Crow era, but will 
primarily focus on Dr. King.  

Spouses and other interested persons are invited to join for breakfast and the program. Please make 
reservations ahead of time online. Breakfast cost is $10.

Save the Date for Bishop Installation Service

Bishop Sue Haupert-Johnson was assigned to the Virginia Conference at the 2022 Southeastern 
Jurisdictional Conference (SEJ) on November 4, 2022 at Lake Junaluska, NC. Bishop Sue was elected 
to the episcopacy at the 2016 SEJ and has been serving over the North Georgia Conference. She 
will begin on January 1, 2023 in the Virginia Conference. Save the Date for an Installation Service 
for Bishop Haupert-Johnson on Saturday, February 11 at 10:30 a.m. at Woodlake UMC (15640 
Hampton Park Dr, Chesterfield, VA 23832). More information will be forthcoming. Find Bishop Sue’s 
initial communication to the Virginia Conference as well as a recap of all the jurisdictional business 
sessions on the conference website.

UVIM Team Leader Training

There will be an UMVIM Team Leader Training class on February 7, 2023, from 9 AM to 2 PM right 
here at WUMC. Gathering time is 8:30 AM, and the Class will start promptly at 9 AM. Trainers will be 
Kip Robinson and our own Terri Morgan! Coffee, fruit and pastries will be provided, as will a quality 
box lunch. A training manual will be sent to you by email (printed manuals are available upon re-
quest). Those needing CEU credit can request it during the registration process. Follow this link to 
sign up for class.   

https://williamsburgumc.org/connect/umm-event-registration
https://vaumc.org/february-2023-umvim/ 


Youth News

Williamsburg UMC Children’s Ministries

On February 10th, ECMS will be hosting 
its Winter Carnival for the first time since 

2020! 

On Tuesday, February 14th, Messy 
Church will be happening starting at 5:30 

p.m. 

And on Friday, February 17th, we will kick 
off Movie Night for the 2023 year! We will 

be showing The Princess and the Frog; 
the event takes place from 

6 pm. to 8 p.m. RSVPs will open later this 
month.

Interested in participating, or have 
questions? Contact Mr. Anthony Williams 

(awilliams@williamsburgumc.org)

Our next Youth Group gathering will 
meet on Friday, January 27th at 3 p.m. at 

BUSCH GARDENS!

We will have fun events to enjoy in 
February, too! 

February 1: Mission Project
February 8: Ice Skating

February 12: Souper Bowl of Caring

February 22nd will not have a Youth 
Group meeting in observance of Ash 

Wednesday. 

Interested in joining the fun? 
Contact Pastor Meghan! (mclayton@

williamsburgumc.org)



From our Personnel Team

DIRECTOR OF CONGREGATIONAL CARE 

Williamsburg United Methodist Church, located in historic Williamsburg, VA, next to the College of 
William and Mary, is seeking a part-time (30 hours per week) Director of Congregational Care (DCC).  
In collaboration with the Pastoral Team, Program Staff and Lay Leadership, the DCC will relate to 
and further develop lay-led congregational care ministries (including Stephen Ministry, Shepherd’s 
Fold, CARE team, Congregational care, Memorial Garden, Respite Care, etc.). The DCC will oversee 
Older Adult Ministries with persons unable to regularly participate in the congregational life of the 
church (persons of all ages who are in long-term care, hospitalized or incapacitated).  The DCC 
is also expected to contribute to worship/counseling/educational outreach in local resident care 
communities. 

The DCC will coordinate pastoral care ministry, in consultation with the pastoral team, staff and 
lay persons involved in congregational care.  The DCC also provides supervision to the Director of 
Respite Care and serves as staff liaison to the Respite Care Board. 

Applicants should have a bachelor’s degree with emphasis in religious studies, pastoral counseling, 
or related field, and 3 plus years in pastoral care/counseling in a local church setting.  A Master of 
Divinity or other seminary degree, Advanced Care Planning Certification, completion of Clinical 
Pastoral Educational Residency, and ordination in the UMC or other denomination is preferred. 

Interested candidates should provide a cover letter and resume to vacancy.wumc@gmail.com 

The Local Outreach Team wants to express our sincere appreciation to 
everyone who volunteered in any capacity during our recent week of 
hosting COFM’s Winter Shelter! 

This ministry required advance planning by its leaders, on-line/in-
person training for the volunteers, and was carried out by many hands-
on helpers. The host week began on Jan. 8, after the scout troop 
unloaded the trailer and set up the sleeping spaces and storage areas 
for our guests. The number of guests ranged from 15 to 20 each night. 
Over the next week, more than 400 volunteer hours were logged by 
members of our own congregation and our partner churches, who filled 
the evening, overnight and early morning shifts. In addition, many 
individuals and small groups purchased food, then cooked, served and/
or packaged it so that our guests would have three solid meals each day. Others purchased small gift 
items and prepared blessing bags to offer the guests as they moved on to a new location at the end 
of their stay. On Jan. 15, the scouts returned to reload the trailer and make sure it got to the next 
host site. Many others offered prayers for both the volunteers and guests during their stay with us. 
Thank you one and all for the generous gift of your time and energy to support this vital ministry. 

Praise God that He has blessed us, so that we can be a blessing to others.

Local Outreach - Thank You


