
 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 
2023 began perfectly - all circles were able to meet in 
January with interesting programs and productive 
discussion.  
 
Please, at the February meeting, each circle is asked 
to select 1 or 2 volunteers to join with the Mission 
Fund Committee (Doris McElfresh, Patty Benesh, 
and Linda Weaver) to help plan fundraising activities 
for 2023.  As stated in the purpose, support of 
missions is a high priority. Remaining 2022 mission 
funds will be dispersed this November. Last year’s 
efforts included dinners at local restaurants, the Fall 
Festival, and Christmas greenery sale. This year the 
Committee may come up with more creative ideas 
which will be presented to all circles for support. The 
Mission Fund Committee hopes to begin their 
planning meetings in February. 
 
Call to Prayer and Self Denial is scheduled for 
February 25. The program will focus on the ongoing 
racial justice work of United Women in Faith and 
their long-standing commitment to advance racial 
justice in the church and in the world. Watch the e-
notes and This Also is our Worship for more 
information.  
 
The UWF sponsored Red Cross Blood Drive will be 
held on March 4. (More information on that on page 
2.)  UWF Sunday is April 23. 
 
Member donations in support of the 2023 budget 
remain at $50 per member this year. If possible, early 
donations are appreciated. 
 
Brrrr….. Yes, welcome to February. And remember 
it is the month of LOVE. 
 
Linda 
 
 
CIRCLE HAPPENINGS 
 
Carol Scott met January 10 with 9 members in 
attendance. Linda Graham gave the Devotion, 
relating finding and being the "Light".  An enjoyable 
program was presented by Jan Rockoff describing her  
 

 
recent trip to Egypt and Jordan. Jan shared pictures 
and described interesting facts of history and religion 
in that area.  Members collected and donated 
eyeglasses for Terri Morgan’s upcoming mission to 
Honduras.  During a brief business meeting, 
programs and a devotion schedule were planned for 
the year. 
 
Heritage met on January 3 with 10 members and 
guest Sue Eyester.  Following the business meeting, 
the ladies shared pictures and stories of their growing 
up years, enjoying the reflections and building 
relationships among members.  After the meeting, the 
group had our brown bag lunch.  Funds were 
collected to be donated to Terri Morgan’s upcoming 
trip to Honduras for the purchase of over-the-counter 
medication. 
 
Friendship met on January 10 with 9 members and  
guest Terri Morgan.  The morning was spent in 
preparation for the Honduras mission team to be led 
by in February.  Ladies packed medicines and 
ensured correct labeling on 10 different medications, 
including 8000 children’s vitamins. 
 

 
 

Ruth Simpson met on January 4 with 8 present and 2 
guests. Nancy Moore, UWF Secretary and also 
Program Resources Coordinator, presented a program 
on the UWF Reading Program.  She related the ease 
of access to the United Women in Faith Reading 
Program website.  Nancy brought along five new 
books for 2023 for the ladies to see and explained 
how to participate in the Reading Program and how 
to find the books by category in the library.  She 
talked about the Carol Brinkley Memorial Book Club 
that is solely on Zoom every other month; she 
encouraged the ladies to join at any time.   Members 
had earlier delivered socks and underwear to FISH. 

UPDATES AND REFLECTIONS 

February 2023 



Sisters in Grace met on January 10 with 14 members 
present, 1 guest, and 1 member on Zoom. After new 
directories were handed out, everyone enjoyed 
looking through for names and information. This led 
to a discussion of the various UWF events taking 
place in 2023.  Treasurer Wendy Geiger explained 
more about donations and how they work. Circle 
members brainstormed program ideas for the coming 
year. In conclusion, Nancy Moore gave an interesting 
program describing the UWF Reading Program. 
 
Sisters in Mission met on January 10 with 11 
members attending.  Gwen Hinton read the Upper 
Room devotion "Small Steps of Faith", discussing the 
idea of being called by God to take small steps of 
faith out of comfort zones of living, being led in 
serving and building relationship with residents of 
Assisted Living and Memory Care facilities in 
Williamsburg.  Following discussion of differences 
and similarities in the two, Deborah Hewitt and 
Sharon Short shared suggestions and ideas for 
visitation opportunities for upcoming months of 
2023.  Volunteers will sign up for visiting times. 
Other circles are invited to contact Gwen Hinton or 
Deborah Hewitt regarding interest in joining in 
mission opportunities with these populations within 
our community. Following the program, members 
created placemats centered around themes of love; 
these will be shared with Edgeworth, Patriot's 
Colony, and Brookdale residents in February. 
 

 
 
CAROL BRINKLEY MEMORIAL BOOK CLUB 
reads books in the United Women in Faith Reading 
Program (https://uwfaith.org/resources/reading-
program/), meeting on the second Monday of every 
other month via Zoom.  At the next meeting March 
13 at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom, members will discuss The 
Book of Joy: Lasting Happiness in a Changing 
World, by His Holiness the Dalai Lama and 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu.  Everyone is welcome to 
join in the discussion.  To receive a Zoom link, email  
nancyluvsbooks@gmail.com      
 

UWF BLOOD DRIVE 
United Women in Faith is sponsoring a blood drive 
with the American Red Cross to be held on Saturday, 
March 4 from 9:00 to 2:00 in the Fellowship Hall.  
Please invite your friends and neighbors to 
participate.  Register by clicking on this link:  
  
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-
results?zipSponsor=WilliamsburgUMC  

 
There is a critical need for blood donations.  Please 
spread the word about this upcoming blood drive! 
 
 
WORLD THANK 
Each year, United Women in Faith have the 
opportunity to show their gratitude for God’s 
blessings through the World Thank Offering. For the 
past several years, Linda Upshaw has provided the 
monthly challenges.  This year Connie Bland has 
accepted the role; she says she hopes “to be as 
imaginative as Linda and come up with fund 
collection ideas.”  
FOR FEBRUARY – Valentine’s Day is just around 
the corner.  Hopefully, many Valentines will arrive 
from your secret and “not so secret” admirers.  The 
challenge for this month is to put a dime into the 
collection box for every Valentine received.  As an 
added contribution, the ones you send can be 
counted!  
 

 
 
JOYS AND CONCERNS 
Joanne Sutlive after a fall, Fran Lane at home, 
Nathalie Bacskay on the death of her husband, Nancy 
Hess who has relocated to Chicago to be near family, 
Pastor Dave and his family on the death of his 
mother. 
 



                   


