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PRELUDE                                 I Call to Thee, Lord Jesus 
                                                                    (J.S. Bach)                                                       
WELCOME 

 
  *CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                    based on Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 

Blow the trumpet in Zion! Sound the alarm on God’s holy mountain. 
Call all the people together—young and old. 
 For the day of the Lord is coming, a day unlike any other. 
Even now, God says, return to me with all your heart; change your life, not just your clothes. 
 Let us return to our God, and to God’s ways. For our God is gracious  

and merciful, slow to anger, and full of compassion and mercy. 

   *HYMN                        Ash Wednesday Comes and, Lord, We Hear     (Tune of 682 red book )                              
Ash Wednesday comes, and Lord, we hear the word for which our spirits yearn; 

Amid this world's distress and fear, we hear your loving call: “Return!" 

"Return to me with all your heart" with fasting, weeping, mourning, too. 
O God, we seek a brand new start, a new beginning here with you. 

You call to us — the old, the young; you summon nations strong and weak. 
When we have drifted toward the wrong, you call us back, your way to seek. 

O God most merciful and kind, your love is not a prize we earn; 
Yet in our life with you we find the joy that comes when we return. 

OPENING PRAYER                                                                        based on Psalm 51               
 God of Steadfast love, we come to you carrying burdens and sorrows,  
 weighed down by sins and failures. By your mercy, make us whole. 
 Forgive us, Lord. Create in us clean hearts, O God, and put a new  
 and right spirit within us. Do not cast us away from your presence,  
 and do not take your Holy Spirit from us. Restore to us the joy  
 of your salvation and sustain in us a willing spirit. Amen. 

EPISTLE READING                                                           2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 (181 NT) 

ANTHEM                                           Lamb of God                        Sanctuary Choir 7:00 p.m. 
                                                        (John Carter)                              

GOSPEL READING                                                                                     Matthew 4:1-11  

MEDITATION                           Befriending the Wilderness               Rev. Meghan Roth Clayton 

*HYMN                          Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days            UMH 269 (red book)                                               

INVITATION TO THE LENTEN JOURNEY 

 
 



 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION & PARDON 
God calls the church to follow God, standing by those who suffer and are in need,  
so that justice may roll down like waters and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 
Let us confess the ways in which we do not follow God’s call.  O God, you bring justice  
to the oppressed and give bread to the hungry. 
 Forgive us when we do not follow you. 
You free the prisoner and restore sight to the blind. 
 Forgive us when we do not follow you. 
You support the downtrodden and protect the stranger. 
 Forgive us when we do not follow you. 
You block evildoers and help orphans and widows. 

       Forgive us when we do not follow you. 
You stand against injustice. You stand with the wronged. 
 Forgive us when we do not follow you. 
You condemn those who seek their own interests, controlling and harming others.  
 Forgive us when we do not follow you. 
You bring about justice and true peace among people. 
 God, forgive us when we do not follow you. Grant us your grace.  
 Embolden us that, as your people. we may stand where you stand. 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
God’s life-giving Word and Spirit enable us to live in a new obedience, opening new 

possibilities of life for society and the world.  
Thanks be to God for the Good News: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 

PRAYER & IMPOSITION OF ASHES 

SPECIAL MUSIC                                Amazing Grace                                  Koinonia Belles 
(Patricia Sanders Cota) 

 *HYMN                               The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve         TFWS 2241 (black book) 

 *DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING 

 POSTLUDE                               I Want Jesus to Walk with Me 
(Raymond Henry) 

 

 

 

 

 

    Ash Wednesday Comes and, Lord, We Hear Tallis’ Canon 8.8.8.8  
(“All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night”) 

Text: Copyright © 2011 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette 



 

 

 

 
 

  

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Lenten Offering 
Our Lent Special Offering recipients are prayerfully designated by the WUMC 
Global and Local Outreach teams. Please note on your gift that this is for the 
Lent Special Offering. This year, your additional giving will benefit the following 
missions: 

LOCAL & GLOBAL OUTREACH 
• Rise Against Hunger - is growing a global movement to end hunger by empowering 

communities, nourishing lives and responding to emergencies. Funds raised will support 
a meal packing event to take place in the fall! Stay tuned. 

 

LOCAL OUTREACH 
• Habitat for Humanity Peninsula and Greater Williamsburg - Habitat builds, 

renovates and repairs affordable housing. A decent home provides families with the 
strength, stability, and independence they need to create a better life for themselves 
and their families. 

• UMFS - provides a comprehensive array of programs to support children, teens, and 
parents as they work to overcome challenges. This includes foster and adoption 
services, residential treatment and prevention services.  

GLOBAL OUTREACH 
• UMCOR Sunday - Your gifts to UMCOR Sunday lay the foundation for the United 

Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) to share God’s love with communities 
everywhere. The special offering underwrites UMCOR’s “costs of doing business.” This 
helps UMCOR to keep the promise that 100 percent of any gift to a specific UMCOR 
project will go toward that project, not administrative costs. 

 

TODAY’S SERVICE 
    Clergy: Meghan Roth Clayton, Dave Rochford, Troy Sims 

    Reader Noon: Troy Sims 7:00: Russ Henke 
    Acolyte Noon: Nancy Donnelly 7:00: Gwen Hinton  
    Director of Worship Arts: Lou-Anne Smith  
    Organ: Tom Marshall 
    Sound and Livestream: Jimmy McCarter, Josh Clayton 
     
 
 

 
 

 
 


