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The Conversion of Lydia at Philippi; Bible Illustration, American, c 1870 

 

 

 

                if you consider me a believer in the Lord 
          come and stay at my house    

 
Acts 16:15b 

 
 



PRELUDE                                                 Intrada            
(Anthony Giamanco) 

WELCOME 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                     from Psalm 36                                                                            
How priceless is your unfailing love, O God! 

People take refuge in the shadow of your wings. 
They feast on the abundance of your house; 

you give them drink from your river of delights. 
For with you is the fountain of life; 

in your light do we see light. 
 

*HYMN                                             Be Thou My Vision                        UMH 451 (red book) 
 

MORNING PRAYER                                               
On days of smooth sailing, Lord, we can believe that you are with us; 
 when our paths are straight we find it easy to overlook your guiding hand. 
In seasons of breaking storms, or interrupted journeys, we wonder where you are. 

we are less likely to see trials as a call to faithfulness; 
rather we feel abandoned. 

We are frustrated by the closed door, the lost job, the ruptured relationship; 
we cling to the notion that you exist to make our way level 
and our passage, easy. 

Teach us, Lord, that you will be found in beginnings and endings, in transitions, 
and always that you hear these, our silent confessions to you… 
 

A TIME OF SILENT CONFESSION 
 

WORDS OF PARDON AND ASSURANCE 
You, Lord, are with us along the way, and you meet us on the far shore 
with your pierced hands full of mercy, that we may be forgiven. 
Praised be your name! 

              Amen. 
 

MOMENT OF TEACHING                                                                                        
Singing forward our children: 

 

This, this is where children belong, welcomed as part of the worshipping throng. 
Water, God’s word, bread and cup, prayer, and song. This is where children belong! 

Children are invited to Children’s Worship in Fellowship Hall,  
a place for K- through 5th Grade to connect with God in their own ways. 

  SCRIPTURE READING                                                                      Acts 16:6-15 (136 NT) 
The Word of God for the People of God. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

  MESSAGE                      A God of Closed Doors and Open Waters           Rev. Dave Rochford 
   



  *HYMN                                The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve        TFWS 2241 (black book) 

  PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
   THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,  

for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 

  OUR OFFERING TO GOD 

     CHORAL ANTHEM                       Hymn of Promise                                Sanctuary Choir 
 (Mary McDonald) 

  *DOXOLOGY                                                                                       UMH 94 (red book) 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 praise God, all creatures here below; Alleluia! Alleluia!  
 Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  
 Praise Jesus Christ, whose power up-lifts!  
 Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!   

 

     *PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
    

  *HYMN                                And Can It Be that I Should Gain                UMH 363 (red book) 
(verses 1 - 4) 

 

  *DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING 
 

  POSTLUDE                                          Allegro in C  

(John Keeble) 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The flowers in the Chancel are given to the Glory of God by Bev Webb and Nancy Kilgore  
in honor and in memory of those we love. 

  
 

The flowers in the Narthex are given to the Glory of God by John and Joyce Alewynse  
in honor of their 30th wedding anniversary. 

 

 

The daisy arrangement is given to the Glory of God by Laura and Jonathan Pittman in memory 
of their stillborn son, Walker Elliot, on the day of his anticipated birth, May 20, 2022. 

 
 

At the conclusion of our services, those wanting to leave an offering may do so using the plates by the exit 
doors. Those wishing to hear the Postlude in its entirety are welcome to remain seated. 

 
*congregation invited to stand  

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Sunday School Classes 

   The following groups are meeting each 
Sunday at Church or ZOOM from 9:30–
10:30 a.m.  
   Aldersgate Fellowship: Wesley Hall 
“Similarities and differences (Luke 6:37-49)” 
presented by Dianne Colton 
   Marvin Willard: Rm. 174 “The Difficult 
Words of Jesus” by Amy-Jill Levine 
   Searchers: Rm. 309 and ZOOM “The 
Way,” by Adam Hamilton  

Bishop McKendree: ZOOM “The World’s 
Greatest Churches–The Mosque-Cathedral 
of Cordoba” 
   New Class: Rm. 171 Questions from the 
Bible 

Questions?  Contact Cindy Banek for 
Adults, cbanek@williamsburgumc.org or 
Anthony Williams for Children, 
awilliams@williamsburgumc.org 

 

A Special Welcome to our Guests 
   To those visiting with us today, we are delighted to have you worship with us! Please stop by 
the Hospitality Table in our Atrium after the service, so a team member can provide you with a 
welcome gift. Do come back to be with us again! 
 

Acolytes Needed 
   Carry "the light of Christ" in and out of the sanctuary!  Acolytes are needed for the 8:15 and 
11:00 a.m. services.  This is the perfect job for those of all ages.  Training is available.  Please 
call or text Virginia Morgan 757 603-5813 if you wish to participate. 

 

                         Dine With Us 
Our Williamsburg United Women in Faith (WUWF), formerly Williamsburg 

United Methodist Women, invite you to participate in a fundraising dinner 
at Panera, 5218 Monticello Ave. this Thursday, May 26, from 4:00 - 8:00 p.m. Panera requires 
that you show a flyer for the event, which you can pick up in the Church Atrium today. A 
percentage of the proceeds will be donated to local missions! Takeout option is also available. 

This Week At WUMC  
Today, 5/22  
   8:15 & 11:00 In Person/Online Worship  
   9:30 Adult & Children’s Sunday School      

ZOOM & In Person 
Monday, 5/23 
   6:00 Stephen Ministry Network Rm. 206 
   7:00 United Women in Faith Board  

Rm. 352, ZOOM 
Tuesday, 5/24 
   7:00 Global Outreach ZOOM       
Wednesday, 5/25 
   7:00 Pastors’ Bible Study Fellowship Hall 
Thursday, 5/26 
 10:00 Memorial Garden 
 10:30 Pastors’ Bible Study ZOOM 
  6:00 Trustee Committee Rm. 352, ZOOM  
  6:30 “The Class Meeting” Rm. 309 
   
 
                
 
 

 

THIS ALSO IS OUR WORSHIP 
WELCOME!  WE ARE GLAD YOU ARE HERE. 

 

If an event or ministry below captures your interest, we would love to know 
about it.  Please call us at (229-1771).  

Welcoming Neighbors – Nurturing Faith – Transforming Our World 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:cbanek@williamsburgumc.org
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Interested in Becoming Part of our Church Family? 
   Next Sunday, May 29, we plan to receive new members at each of our morning services – and 
that’s an occasion of great joy for our faith family. If you are interested in joining your story 
with that of our church, please let our pastors know. Also, whether you prefer to join on May 29 
or a following Sunday, or are still considering, we invite you to attend “Get Connected,” a 
three-session discussion of ways to engage in life at WUMC. We will meet in the Fellowship Hall 
at 9:30 a.m. on June 12, 19 and 26, and would love to have you with us. 
 

Music News 
   Summer choir: June 5-August 28. Rehearsals are 30 minutes prior to the service and there 
will be easy-to-sing anthems, hymns and praise songs. Questions? Contact Lou-Anne Smith, 
Director of Music Ministries: lsmith@williamsburgumc.org 
 

Meet our Afghan Families 
   Since last fall, WUMC has labored in ways too many to count to welcome and equip two Afghan 
families who fled Kabul in August 2021. As you may have heard, both families have extraordinary 
backgrounds and stories. Come join us for a reception on Sunday, June 5, at 9:15 a.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall to meet the Sayeeds and Rasulis and hear about their remarkable journey to 
become our neighbors and friends. 
 

Care Committee… 
      will provide rides to the doctor or will provide help when you are sick. Mary Liz Sadler 757 
229-8063 and Betsy Ziskind 757 291-3635 are the May coordinators. If you need CARE, please 
let the coordinators know at least 2 days in advance to arrange for assistance. 
 

Kits for Conference Challenge 
   Various groups have packed 1762 Hygiene Kits for Conference. Wow! We only need to pack 
81 more kits to reach our goal of 1843. We still need hand towels and washcloths (15” x 25” to 
17” x 27”; please no kitchen, cleaning or microfiber towels) to reach our goal, but we are so 
close. Thank you for the many donations and many hands that have gotten us this far. 
Questions? Contact Teri Hindman 757 532-0059 or hindmantl@aol.com 
 

Crossroads Table 
   Every Sunday, your ministry area has the opportunity to provide information about its work 
and activities by using the Crossroads Table in the Atrium.  The Crossroads Table provides 
occasion for church attendees to learn about your ministry as leaders can talk directly to people 
stopping by and highlight volunteer and service opportunities.  This is a win-win situation for 
everyone!  We only ask that you reserve the Crossroads Table in advance by signing up on the 
form posted on the bulletin board behind the Sanctuary past the Church Den.  Questions? 
Contact Cindy Banek, cbanek@williamsburgumc.org 

mailto:lsmith@williamsburgumc.org
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     All Jr. and Sr. High Youth Are Invited to be With Us 
• Save the date! Saturday, June 4. We will help load health/hygiene kits 
(close to 2000) for Annual Conference. More details to come. 
• Summer Fun Wednesdays, June 15, 29; July 13, 27; August 10, 24,  

6- 8:00 p.m. 
  

ECMS Summer Session 
   Our Early Childhood Music School (ECMS) is taking registrations for its Summer Session held 
every Wednesday July 13 - August 10.  Classes are open for infants through age eight.  Contact 
Anthony Williams, awilliams@williamsburgumc.org.  

 

 
 

Summer Meals for Kids 
   WUMC is partnering with King of Glory Lutheran Church to provide meals each Thursday 
during the 11-week period of June 13 – August 26. To accomplish this mission, many volunteers 
will be needed! Below is a link to a Signup Genius page where you can sign up for specific dates 
to assist with the lunch preparation and packaging and/or provide home baked cookies to be 
included with each meal. Questions? Contact Melody Nichols 434 996-5516 or 
melnichols@comcast.net  

Sign-up Link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0449A9AC2FA13-summer 
WUMC will also assist with collecting juice boxes and healthy snacks to provide for the children.  
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Looking Ahead This Summer 
   Calling all who might be interested in refreshing old and creating new Chrismon ornaments 

for our Sanctuary and Atrium Christmas trees.  Whether you have experience, or would like to 

learn something new, you are invited to join our workshops to take place in July and August 

(dates to be determined). To learn more, search the internet using keyword “Chrismons”.  

Contact Gwen Hamrick 757 876-0652 for further information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

May 15 Worship Attendance Total 389 
In Person 249 

Online 140 

Sunday School  75 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Today’s Worship Leaders 
  Pastors: Dave Rochford, Meghan Roth Clayton  
  Director of Music Ministry: Lou-Anne Smith 

  Organist: Tom Marshall 
  Acolytes 8:15: Gwen Hamrick 11:00: Shane Johnson 

  Readers 8:15: Warren Harper 11:00: Ronnie Robinson  
  Greeters 8:15: Judy Emanuel, Vivian Golding, Barbara Neary 11:00: Ray Adams, Linda Baker, Marilyn 

Riddle 
  Ushers 8:15: Al Horine, Bill Mershon, Monty Mason, Jigger Sirois 11:00: Natalie Bacskay, Walter Hall, 

Bonnie Knizatko 

  Sound and Livestream: Jimmy McCarter, Todd Lindley, Josh Clayton 
 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-700000, 
Williamsburg UMC CCLI #3168974 CCS/WCL #12349. All rights reserved. 

 

The Deadline for  

This Also Is Our Worship:  
Tuesday, 5:00 p.m. Please submit to Nancy Reynolds. 

 
 

 
    

 

http://www.williamsburgumc.org/


Welcome to Williamsburg United Methodist Church 
We Are Glad You Are Here! 

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A PART OF WUMC? 
Speak with either of our Pastors, Revs. Meghan Roth Clayton or Dave Rochford, after the service, 

or call 757 229-1771. They will be delighted to get to know you. 

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP 8:15 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
No preregistration is required, but we will continue to gather contact data on your arrival.  

Live streaming of worship…  
will be available each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. https://www.williamsburgumc.org/worship/livestream- 

services, and the recorded service will be available at https://www. williamsburgumc.org/worship/ 
sunday-worship by mid-afternoon Sunday. Images can be transmitted around the world.  Upon 

entering the Sanctuary, understand that we are posting images to our media platforms.  If you are 
uncomfortable with this, please let the ushers know you need to sit in an area away from camera 

angles. We are happy to accommodate! 

Assisted listening devices…  
are available from the ushers. Those with a “t-coil” switch in their hearing aids can simply activate 

the switch. Please advise an usher if you have this need. 

CLASSES, GROUPS, AND BIBLE STUDY… 
continue online! Please see the church website www.williamsburgumc.org for a variety of choices. 

These are conducted both in person and by Zoom.  The New Year is a great time to stop-in and 

see if a class suits you! 

MESSY CHURCH 
Messy Church held every second Tuesday, 5:30–7:30 p.m.  This is an all-age worship experience 

that includes crafts, games, Celebration Time and dinner.  Questions?  Contact Cindy Banek 

cbanek@williamsburgumc.org 

 FOR OUR YOUNGEST DISCIPLES  
Children's Ministry activities (some virtual) include Sunday School, planned activities, as well as 
Children's Choir. If you are interested in participating, please contact Anthony Williams at 

awilliams@williamsburgumc.org 

YOUTH GROUP (grades 6-12)…  
Weekly meetings are scheduled to create disciples, have fun and enjoy fellowship.  We hope you will 

consider being a part of our ministry. Questions?  Contact Pastor Dave or Pastor Meghan 757 229-1771. 

PRAYER 
Contact the church office to speak to a pastor or submit a prayer request via the church 
website.  Prayer concerns will be added to the prayer chain if desired or shared with the pastors 

and our intercessory prayer group. Prayer cards are located at Connection Corner and in the 
Narthex.   

  
   PASTORAL CONCERNS 

 We are a Stephen Ministry Church and provide trained, strictly-confidential lay pastoral care for 

our congregation and community. Call one of the Pastors for information on how you can be 
connected to one of our Stephen Ministers.   
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