
 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 
 

 
 
 
Happy New Year to you all!! With the recent cold 
days and frigid nights, I greet you warmly as the new 
President, looking forward to working together in 
2023.  Regular board meetings will be on the fourth 
Monday of each month except June and July, and 
these will also be on Zoom. 
 
As 2023 begins, I focus on activities and meetings for 
the year. Call to Prayer and Self Denial is scheduled 
for February 25 with a program about outreach to 
children. Hands on Mission Day will occur in May. 
Hopefully, Candle Burning can be held outside on 
June 3; this is a well-attended program as we enjoy 
the freshness of nature. As circles begin their 2023 
meetings, please share these dates which are 
opportunities for fellowship with other circle 
members.   Invite friends.  
 
This past year our Fall Festival required much effort, 
but the day was most successful as over $6,000 was 
raised.  These funds will be used for mission in 2023. 
For the next Fall Festival, we anticipate a craft table, 
luncheon, bake sale, jewelry/handbags, cutlery, 
books, and new ideas.  The date has been set for 
November 4.   
 
After careful consideration, a budget has been 
prepared for this year and is printed in the 2023 
directory.    
 
Looking forward to seeing you throughout the year, 
Linda 
 
 

 
CIRCLE HAPPENINGS 
 
Carol Scott members enjoyed a December social at 
Opus 9.  There was time for sharing Christmas plans 
and for catching up with others.   
 
 
Heritage met on Tuesday, December 6. Ten ladies 
were in attendance.  After a brief business meeting, 
the ladies had a gift exchange and then adjoined to 
Opus 9 for a holiday luncheon. 
 
 
Friendship met on December 13 with 9 in 
attendance.  In the absence of the planned Operation 
Love speaker, Stacy Edwards shared the story of the 
local non-profit.  Stacy brought 7 plastic shoe boxes 
which the group filled with all sorts of items for 
hospitalized children to enjoy.  Nancy Mohn read the 
story “Angel’s Voice.”  Each person received a candy 
cane as they heard its story, shared by Peggy Hook.  
After each member related Christmas plans, Doris 
Williams read the December prayer from Response.  
A donation was made to Operation Love.   
 

 
 
 
 
Ruth Simpson met on December 7 with 11 in 
attendance.  A covered dish Christmas Brunch was 
enjoyed at the home of Elaine Howell.  This annual 
event is the perfect time for fellowship, for sharing 
past Christmas memories and present Christmas 
plans as well as looking back at the year and recalling 
accomplishments as a Circle.  Socks and underwear 
were donated to FISH and a monetary donation was 
sent to Red Bird Mission.  
 
 

UPDATES AND REFLECTIONS 

January 2023 



Sisters in Grace met on December 13 with 20 
members and 3 guests present. Mary Jo Bennett 
presented a very interesting program about the non-
profit Latisha’s House, dedicated to restoring the 
lives of women sexually exploited and forced into 
sex trafficking. A donation from SIG's Sunshine 
Fund was given to Latisha’s House. Afterwards the 
group enjoyed a holiday lunch at Old Chickahominy 
House. Sadly, good-byes were said to Mary Jo who is 
moving to Alexandria.    
 

 
 
 
Sisters in Mission met on December 13 with 9 in 
attendance.  Gwen Hinton read a devotion “Savoring 
the Silence” from Rhythms of Growth by Linda 
Doughty and shared thoughts about finding silence 
and learning to listen to God’s whispers in the holy 
times during this Advent season. The theme for this 
month’s program was “Christmas Memories.”  
Having brought small objects or pictures, members 
shared thoughts and memories of Christmases past.  
This special program offered time for sharing and 
learning about life experiences during past holidays.  
After the program, members reviewed the Fall 
Festival.  Sharon Short and Deborah Hewitt 
discussed plans for taking Christmas gift bags to 
Edgeworth and to our Golden Friend, Dee Farmer, at 
Brookdale. Members provided a donation to purchase 
snacks, candies, and small items for the gift bags and 
a large-print daily devotional book for Dee. 
Before adjourning, the group enjoyed cider and 
holiday treats. 
 
 
WORLD THANK 
Thank you for supporting the World Thank Offering 
in 2022. WUMC UWF contributed $848.42 to this 
offering. Being creative during the year has been fun 
and has provided a reason to put coins into a jar, box, 
or just recording on paper. This year’s offering must 
be turned in by November 22, 2023.  
As a reminder and for newest members, the World 
Thank Offering has been a project of United Women 
in Faith since 1881.  Members of the UWF and the 
predecessor organizations have had the opportunity 
to contribute to an offering in response to God’s 
grace. Some women drop a coin in a box daily as an 
expression of thankfulness. Others add coins and 
dollars in celebration of special occasions in their 
lives. The World Thank Offering, one of the five 

channels of Mission Giving of United Methodist 
Women, supports national and international programs 
working with women, children, and youth in the 
United States and around the world. 
For the January challenge - Give $.05 for each 10 
years of your life.   Now, be ready for more 
challenges coming each month. 
 
 
Carol Brinkley Memorial Book Club 
Meetings are held every other month via Zoom at 7 
p.m. on the second Monday in January, March, May, 
July, September, and November.  Anyone from the 
church family is welcome to join.  The group follows 
the United Women in Faith Reading Program 
(https://uwfaith.org/resources/reading-program/), a 
cherished tradition that brings people together in 
mission as they explore, share, and discuss 
books.  Mark your calendar for Monday, January 9, 
7:00 p.m. to discuss the book Hiding in the Light: 
Why I Risked Everything to Leave Islam and Follow 
Jesus by Rifqa Bary.  To receive a Zoom invitation, 
please email Nancy Moore at 
nancyluvsbooks@gmail.com or call her at (901) 674-
3616. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                   
JOYS AND CONCERNS 
Deborah Hewitt and Linda Upshaw on the death of 
Jim Hewitt, Joanne Sutlive after a fall, Connie Bland 
and Phyllis Lee who continues their recovery.     
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