
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 

What an interesting year we have had!  Events 

included Call to Prayer and Self Denial in February, 

the Red Cross Blood Drive in March, UWF Sunday 

in April, Candle burning in June, the Membership 

Tea in September, and the General Meeting and 

Installation in November. In addition, the York River 

District General Meeting met at WUMC in 

September. A name change occurred whereby the 

name of the organization changed from United 

Methodist Women to United Women in Faith.    

 

At the November UMW Executive Board meeting, 

$6,500 in Mission Funds was distributed to local and 

global organizations. The following distributions 

were given:  $1,000 to the Carolina Honduras Health 

Foundation toward a scholarship for Suyapa Rochez, 

a university student in Honduras; $500 to each of 

these groups: Wesley Community Service Center in 

Portsmouth, Red Bird Mission, Abukloi, Good 

Shepherd Community School, UMCOR for use in the 

Ukraine, Agape, Grove Christian Outreach, Meals on 

Wheels, and the Wesley Foundation for the Food 

Pantry; $250 to each of these: House of Mercy, 

Salvation Army, Avalon, and From His Hand.  The 

members of the Board reflected on the good being 

done for women, children, and youth. 

 

The greenery fundraiser continues. Orders can be 

placed electronically or by telephone. Members of 

UWF work at the table in the atrium, but the physical 

work is done by Lynch Creek Farms. UWF benefits 

by earning 15% of the total proceeds.  

 

Lastly, a personal note … “I want to thank all who 

have supported me in the six years it was my 

privilege to serve as president of this fine 

organization. We have all worked hard and enjoyed 

the fellowship of serving with like-minded ladies 

interested in mission locally and globally. I leave you 

well-cared for as I turn over the leadership of the 

WUMC United Women in Faith to Linda Upshaw.” 

 

Happy holidays to you all,      
Janet 

 

NOTES FROM THE GENERAL MEETING 

AND INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS 

 

The last meeting of the year was held on Sunday, 

November 6, hosted by Vice President Linda Upshaw. 

27 members attended and enjoyed lemonade and 

cookies. The afternoon included a recognition of 

accomplishments through the year and appreciation 

of leadership and ministry teams. 

The theme of the service was a Time for All Seasons 

(Ecclesiastes 3:1-8).  Linda read the scripture aloud 

and attendees participated. 

In a remembrance, by reading her name and ringing a 

bell in her memory, the group remembered Ruth 

Harlow Simpson, whom we lost this past year.  

Special Recognition Awards were presented to the 

2022 recipients: Mary Jo Bennett, Jeannie Niebel, 

and Carol Schuster. Through all their contributions, 

they have made a difference. 

Rev. Meghan Roth Clayton officiated the installation 

service; each woman held a candle and passed the 

flame to the next. Meghan shared Beatitudes of a 

Leader after our newly installed Executive Board said 

YES to being a leader not only to United Women in 

Faith but also a commitment to God.    

The program ended with the singing of “For the 

Beauty of the Earth,” accompanied by Elaine Howell. 

 

CIRCLE HAPPENINGS 

 

Heritage met on November 1 with 15 ladies 

present.  Guest speaker Lou-Ann Smith shared with 

the members how she came to be involved with 

church music and offered interesting 

stories.  Following the business meeting, several 

ladies had lunch at the Carrot Tree. 

 

Carol Scott met on November 14 at the Salvation 

Army building with 9 members present.  The group 

delivered a monetary donation which they had been 

collecting all year and took cookies for their 

children's’ mission work at their facility.  Major 

DaSilva gave a slide presentation about the history 

and work of the Salvation Army which began in 1865 

in London in a Methodist Church.  Their vision is to 

build lives by breaking the cycle of poverty that has 

crippled generations of families.  They are committed 

to educating, inspiring, and ministering to this 

generation seeking a better life.  They are “hands on” 

and help with almost any area of need.  The members 
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were amazed at the outreach of the Salvation Army 

and plans to continue supporting them. 

 

 
Carol Scott Ladies and Major DaSilva 

 

Friendship met on November 15 with 9 members 

and 1 guest.  Everyone participated in assembling gift 

baskets to be given as Thanksgiving gifts to each 

member of the WUMC staff.   After assembling the 

16 baskets, members delivered them to respective 

offices.   With enough supplies remaining, the group 

prepared 5 additional baskets for members not in 

attendance.   

 

 
Friendship ladies with the gift baskets    

 

Ruth Simpson met on November 2 with 13 members 

attending. The program Favorite Images of God in 

Poetry was led by Fran Lane who shared a few of her 

favorites.  One of the poems contained Bible verses, 

thus illustrating the fact that poetry can be found in 

the Bible.  Another poem she read was about the 

beauty of the world that God created.  She also read a 

poem explaining that poetry is found in everyday life.  

She encouraged making time to read poetry which is 

a gift from God and affords a time to experience 

peace and tranquility during our busy and complex 

lives. The ladies donated canned goods for FISH. 

 

Sisters in Grace had no official meeting in 

November; instead, they shopped for food supplies 

for the Fall Festival luncheon.  In addition, that week 

they worked two days in the kitchen in preparation 

for the luncheon.   

Sisters in Mission met on November 8 with 11 

members attending.  Gwen Hinton read a devotion 

“Do Not Hurry” and shared thoughts about enjoying 

each moment as the Holiday season approaches.  She 

also shared the reflection for the week from the 

Prayer Calendar.  Laura Viancour presented a 

creative program on the history of pumpkins and 

some pumpkin trivia.  Members then decorated small 

pie pumpkins with dried flowers and printed 

scripture; these were delivered to Edgeworth and 

Brookdale Senior communities. Members put 

together jars of Ukrainian tea to be sold at the Fall 

Festival. 

 
Dee Farmer at Brookdale receiving the pumpkins 

 

FALL FESTIVAL REPORT 

 

UWF’s first Fall Festival was held on Saturday, 

November 12.  Thanks to all who supported this 

festival through volunteering to set up, working the 

day of the festival, baking delicious cakes, pies, 

cookies, and breads for the bake sale, making 

preserves and pickles for the Cannery, and sorting 

and pricing jewelry and books.  A special thank you 

to the ladies in the Quilt Ministry who donated their 

time and talents to the festival and donated the money 

to our mission funds. The amounts listed below are 

almost final.  A few jars from the Cannery await sale 

as do some books that are being taken to a second-

hand book seller.    

Cannery   $2,120     Crafts   $1,650 

Books     $508      Jewelry   $813 

Luncheon $747      Bake Sale $754 

Rada Cutlery $235     Ukrainian Tea $80 

Coffee Bar $35 

After paying expenses for food for the luncheon and 

paying for custodial assistance, the net profit is 

$6,244 for next year’s mission fund! 

                   

JOYS AND CONCERNS 

Prayers are with Carolyn Thompson for her 

upcoming hip surgery, with Patty Benesh and Elaine 

Reubush, with Linda Upshaw on the death of her 

brother.  Ruth Simpson UWF in November 

celebrated joy that members Grace Gunner and Jane 

Bills were able to attend the November meeting after 

being absent for several months due to health issues.     


