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I know you are all aware of the growing health concerns of the covid-19 virus. We should 
all be wise individually as followers of Christ and corporately as a church during these 
times. 
 
SOME WAYS WE SHOULD ALL RESPOND AS CHRIST-FOLLOWERS 
 
TRUST GOD 
Anxiety and worry do nothing good. Pray.  

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, 
which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus.” Philippians 4:6-7 

 
 
ACT FAITHFULLY, NOT FEARFULLY 
We should not over-react nor should we under-react.  

“For God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control.” 2 
Timothy 1:7 

 
RESPECT AUTHORITY 
Respect the advice, counsel, and wisdom of the experts and authorities.   

"Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority 
except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God."  Romans 13:1 
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STAY INFORMED 
Keep up with this situation. Make sure to connect to us on Facebook.    

"the way of a fool is right in his own eyes, but a wise man is he who listens 
to counsel." proverbs 12:15 

 
**THE CENTER FOR DISEASE CONTROL HAS MANY GREAT RESOURCES CDC ON COVID-19 
OTHER FIRST 
If you, or those you are in contact with, have symptoms – stay home unless seeking 
medical attention.   If someone you know becomes infected, meet their physical needs 
without physical contact. We should also all practice good personal hygiene as to prevent 
not only ourselves, but others from potential infection.   

"Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more 
significant than yourselves."   Philippians 2:3 

 
SOME WAYS ASCENSION IS RESPONDING CORPORATELY 
 
The Old Testament law had a lot of laws and rules about disease and sickness. God in his 
wisdom and loving-kindness towards people gave them rules that protected them from 
illnesses they could not see nor name. Taking precaution is not panicking; it is protecting. 
We will not spread fear, but we also believe we should do our best to not spread this 
virus, therefore here are a few precautions we are taking.  Some ministry leaders are 
sending out emails concerning these issues to volunteers in the next 24 hours, but I 
wanted to provide a public sharing of this information. 
 
GATHERINGS 
We plan to meet and worship together Sunday. If and when authorities ask for public 
gatherings in our area to be cancelled, we will advise.  If you – or anyone in your family 
has symptoms – please join us on Facebook live of our 10:30 worship service from your 
home. 
 
If you find we are low on supplies in any of our restrooms, please let someone in the 
connection center know immediately. 
 
GREETERS AND HOSPITALITY 
We encourage you to avoid your typical greeting (i.e. shaking hands).  Greeters will hold 
the doors open and wave and smile friendly.  A bulletin will be placed in each seat of a 
pew prior to services.  

https://www.facebook.com/AscensionBaptistGonzales/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
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GIVING OF TITHES & OFFERINGS 
You can worship through giving at our online giving portal:  

HTTPS://APP.EASYTITHE.COM/APP/GIVING/NCS-3297 or Text “GIVE” to (225) 452-
2727. 

 
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
We want to remind everyone of our existing policy reminding parents to not bring 
children with any signs or symptoms of sickness.  Children’s ministry workers will clean 
toys between services and are removing all toys that are plush and not able to be 
disinfected quickly and easily.   
 
CHURCH CARE 
If you learn of anyone in our church infected, please let us know as soon as you can by 
calling the office at 225-644-0111. As a church, we will do our best to meet every need 
we can while respecting the recommendations concerning quarantine.  We want to 
provide some specific encouragement and care for those who need to avoid large 
gatherings. 
 
Please contact Bro. Marvin at marvin@ascensionbaptist.org if you have this issue and do 
not receive an email within the next 24 hours. 
 
PRAYER CONCERNS  

• Pray for those with the virus. 
• Pray for our BCMs. LSU and New Orleans area schools including Tulane, Loyola, 

UNO, New Orleans Seminary and Leavell College have announced the suspension 
of on-campus classes in favor of online instruction. Other schools will likely follow.  

• Pray for wisdom as we make decisions to stay connected to these students. Pray 
for wisdom in making decisions about pending mission trips. 

• Pray for those who are currently out of the country and trying to return home. 
• Pray for our leaders. There is no handbook for making the decisions they are having 

to make. 
• Pray for our health care providers. 
• Pray for those most vulnerable to virus. 

 
 
 
 

https://app.easytithe.com/app/giving/ncs-3297
mailto:marvin@ascensionbaptist.org
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MESSAGE FROM DR. STEVE HORN 
Finally, let me encourage us to be patient with one another. Don’t ridicule someone for a 
decision you might disagree with. A different decision than you might make does not 
mean that a person is filled with fear and not trusting God. We are all trying to make the 
most responsible decisions given our context and facts as we know them.  
 
We will get to the other side of this crisis.  
 
But for now, this is a good time to remind myself and you of my favorite Scripture. 
Revelation 19:6 says, “Hallelujah, the Lord God, Almighty reigns!”  
 
No matter my circumstances, He reigns!  
 
Praying for you, 
Steve Horn 
Executive Director  
Louisiana Baptists 


