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Use Week of:

Jesus Ascended to Heaven
Acts 1:4-14
MAIN POINT: Jesus went up to heaven in a cloud.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 15:4
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is our mission? Our mission is to tell others
about Jesus.
BIBLE PASSAGE:

TEACH
THE STORY

EXPERIENCE
THE STORY

REVIEW
THE STORY

(15–20 MINUTES)

(25–30 MINUTES)

(10+ MINUTES)

PAGE 124

PAGE 126

PAGE 128

Leader BIBLE STUDY

5

After Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection, Jesus showed His
followers that He is alive. He taught them about Himself
and about God’s kingdom. (Luke 24:25-27,44-48) Jesus
told them that He would soon return to the Father.
(John 20:17)
Jesus directed the Eleven to go a mountain. When they
arrived, Jesus appeared. Some of them wondered if Jesus
was finally going to overthrow the Roman government and
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set up His kingdom on earth.
Jesus said, “It is not for you to know times or periods that
the Father has set by His own authority. But you will receive
power when the Holy Spirit has come on you, and you will
be My witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and
to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:7-8).
Jesus told them to remain in Jerusalem until they received
the Father’s promise—the Holy Spirit. Those who repented
of their sins and trusted in Jesus’ death and resurrection
would be baptized by the Holy Spirit. (Acts 1:5) The Holy
Spirit would give them power to live holy lives and take the
gospel to the ends of the earth. (Acts 1:8)

Additional
resources for
each session
are available at
gospelproject.com.
For free training
and session-bysession help,
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/
web/thegospelproject.

After Jesus told the disciples these things, Jesus was taken
up into the sky—right in front of their eyes! (Acts 1:9)
Suddenly two men stood on the mountain next to the
disciples. “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up
into heaven?” they asked. They said Jesus would return the
same way. (Acts 1:11)

5

Jesus is alive in heaven, waiting to return for His people.
Jesus told the disciples He was going to prepare a place
for them, and when we die, we will be with the Lord.
(John 14:1-3) In the meantime, Jesus has not left us alone.
Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to be with us and help us do
God’s work. One day Jesus will return to make all things
new and to rule as Lord over all.

Jesus the Risen King
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The BIBLE STORY
Jesus Ascended to Heaven
Acts 1:4-14

Bible
Storytelling
Tips
• Demonstrate
the story: Print the
Bible story picture
onto heavyweight
paper. Cut out Jesus,
His friends, and
clouds. Laminate the
figures or cover with
clear contact plastic.
Place strips of double
stick tape on the
back of each figure
for easy attachment
and removal. Affix
the images to a firm
surface as they are
mentioned in the
story.
• Sit on a cloud:
Gather white sheets,
blankets, and pillows.
Arrange materials in
the Bible story area
to resemble a large
cloud. Scatter quilt
batting or cotton
balls throughout
the cloud. Invite
preschoolers to
gather on a cloud to
hear the Bible story.

Forty days had passed since Jesus rose from the dead. He
had spent time with His friends. He had eaten with them
and given them a very important mission. Jesus’ friends
were back in the city of Jerusalem. Jesus told His friends
not to leave the city, but to wait. God was going to send
the Holy Spirit.
Jesus reminded the disciples about John the Baptist.
John the Baptist baptized people with water. Jesus said,
“In just a few days, you will be baptized too—not with
water, but with the Holy Spirit.”
When Jesus and all His friends were together, His
friends asked, “Lord, are You giving the kingdom back to
Israel now?”
His friends still did not understand. God’s kingdom is so
much bigger than Israel. Jesus said, “That is not for you to
know, but you will get power when the Holy Spirit comes
on you. You will tell people about Me in Jerusalem, in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” Jesus
knew His friends could not do God’s work on their own.
The friends needed the Holy Spirit’s power so they could
tell people all across the world about Jesus.
Then something amazing happened! Jesus’ friends
saw Jesus go up into the sky! A cloud took Him out of
their sight. As the disciples looked into the sky, two men
in white clothes stood beside them. The men said, “Why
are you staring up into the sky? Jesus has been taken into
heaven. One day, He will come back again in the same
way.”
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Christ Connection: Jesus left earth and returned to heaven,
but He did not leave us alone. Jesus promised to send the Holy
Spirit. The Holy Spirit helps us do God’s work on earth while
we wait for Jesus to come back and make everything new.

Jesus the Risen King
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Teach THE STORY
Jesus Ascended to Heaven
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 1:4-14
MAIN POINT: Jesus went up to heaven in a cloud.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 15:4
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is our mission? Our mission is to tell others
about Jesus.
SESSION TITLE:

Welcome and worship with song
• “Stars” song
• “The Glory” song

Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, sing
an action song such as “Stars” to engage them and help
them feel welcomed. Begin worship by leading preschoolers
in “The Glory.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
• Bible
• small electric fan
(adult use only)
• ribbons
• “Jesus Ascended
to Heaven” video
(optional)
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or
Big Story Circle

• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• Bible marker or
ribbon
• “He Was Raised”
song

Show preschoolers a small fan. Turn on the fan and let each
child feel the wind blow. Hold up narrow ribbon strips to
the face of the fan to give a visual image of the wind power
that the fan generates.
SAY • Wow, this fan is powerful! Do you see the wind
blowing? Jesus spent time with His friends after God
raised Him from the dead, but Jesus was going back
to heaven. Listen to hear how God planned to give
Jesus’ friends power to do their mission.
Open your Bible to Acts 1. Show the video or tell the Bible
story using the provided storytelling helps. Use the bolded
version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place a Bible marker or ribbon at 1 Corinthians 15:4. Invite
a few volunteers to come up one at a time and open your
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Bible to the key passage. Say the key passage together.
SAY • Our key passage is very important. It tells us that
God made Jesus alive after He had been dead for
three days. It is our mission to tell others that Jesus is
alive, and one day He will come back!
Sing the key passage song “He Was Raised” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY

• Jesus taught His friends many things before He
went up to heaven. He told them what their mission
was. What is our mission? Our mission is to tell
others about Jesus. Jesus told His friends that the
Holy Spirit would give them the power to do their
mission. The Holy Spirit will help us do our mission
too.

• Big Picture Question
Poster

Respond through song and prayer
SAY

• Before Jesus went up to heaven in a cloud, He said
that He would not leave us alone. Jesus promised to
send the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit helps us do
God’s work on earth while we wait for Jesus to come
back and make everything new.
Sing “The Glory” and “Wherever You Go” as preschoolers
move with the music. Prepare for prayer by singing “Thank
You for Everything.” You may also collect an offering.
SAY • Thank You, God, for Jesus. Even though Jesus has
gone back to heaven, we know that we are not alone.
Thank You for sending the Holy Spirit to help us
until Jesus comes back. Amen.

• Main Point Poster
• “The Glory” song
• “Wherever You Go”
song
• “Thank You for
Everything” song
• offering basket

Transition to experience the story

• countdown video
(optional)

Jesus the Risen King
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Experience THE STORY
Jesus Ascended to Heaven
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 1:4-14
MAIN POINT: Jesus went up to heaven in a cloud.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 15:4
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is our mission? Our mission is to tell others
about Jesus.
SESSION TITLE:

Hop on cloud shapes
EP
LOW PR

• white paper
• scissors
• tape

Print each word of the key passage onto a sheet of white
paper. Trim edges to form cloud shapes. Tape the papers
to the floor to resemble a cloudy sky. Invite a child to hop
from cloud to cloud. Say each word of the key passage as a
child hops. Suggest a child repeat the key passage after you.
SAY • God raised Jesus from the dead. Forty days later,
Jesus went up to heaven in a cloud. After Jesus left,
He sent the Holy Spirit to help us do our mission
until Jesus comes back. What is our mission? Our
mission is to tell others about Jesus.

Work Jesus puzzles
• Unit 27 Bible Story
Pictures
• heavyweight paper
• scissors (adult use
only)

Print the unit Bible story pictures onto heavyweight paper.
Cut the pictures into three or four pieces. Invite children to
assemble the puzzles, and help preschoolers recall the Bible
stories as they work. Remind children that these stories are
true.
SAY • After Jesus died on the cross, God made Him alive
again! Jesus told His friends that He would send the
Holy Spirit to help them tell everyone about Jesus.
That was their mission. What is our mission? Our
mission is to tell others about Jesus.
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Draw in shaving cream
Dispense a small amount of non-menthol shaving cream on
a flat surface in front of each child. Invite preschoolers to
draw a J in the “clouds.”
SAY • Jesus went up to heaven on a cloud. Jesus will come
back one day and make everything new. Until then,
the Holy Spirit helps us do the mission Jesus gave us.

Make “I Miss You” cards
Guide a preschooler to fold a sheet of construction paper to
make a card. Suggest she make a card to send to a friend or
family member who lives in another place. Write a message
from the preschooler to the recipient on her card. As the
preschooler decorates her card, comment that Jesus is not
here now, but He will return.
SAY • We miss our friends and family when they are away
from us. Jesus left earth and returned to heaven.
Jesus went up to heaven on a cloud, but He did
not leave us alone. Jesus promised to send the Holy
Spirit. The Holy Spirit helps us do God’s work on
earth while we wait for Jesus to come back and make
everything new.

• Allergy Alert
download
• non-menthol
shaving cream
• wipes for clean up
• plastic tablecloth
(optional)

• construction paper
• crayons and
markers
• stickers (optional)

Draw and tell
Provide art supplies. Encourage preschoolers to think
of someone they know who needs to know about Jesus.
Discuss as boys and girls draw pictures of those people.
SAY • We see a lot of people every week who need to
hear about Jesus—people in our family, in our
neighborhood, and at our school. The Holy Spirit
helps us with our mission. What is our mission?
Our mission is to tell others about Jesus.

• paper
• crayons and
markers

Transition to review the story

• countdown video
(optional)

Jesus the Risen King
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Review THE STORY
Jesus Ascended to Heaven
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 1:4-14
MAIN POINT: Jesus went up to heaven in a cloud.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 15:4
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is our mission? Our mission is to tell others
about Jesus.
SESSION TITLE:

Review
• Bible
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Giant Timeline or
Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question
Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “The Glory” song
• “He Was Raised”
song

Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:
1. What did Jesus do after He had finished telling
His friends about God’s plan? (Jesus went up to
heaven in a cloud.)
2. Who did Jesus say God would send to help them?
(the Holy Spirit)
3. Jesus gave His friends a mission. What is a mission?
(a very important job to do)
4. What is our mission? Our mission is to tell others
about Jesus.
SAY • Remember the wind that our fan made? We could
not see the wind, but we knew it was powerful
because it made things move. Even though we
can’t see the Holy Spirit, we can believe that He is
powerful and will help us do what God wants.
Sing the unit theme song or key passage song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
SAY • God, we are thankful that You keep Your promises
to us. Thank You for sending the Holy Spirit to help
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us tell everyone about Jesus. We know that is our
mission, and we believe the Holy Spirit will help us
do it. Amen.

Missions story
If your preschool ministry is participating in a missions
activity, discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and
your group’s progress. If you are not participating in a
missions activity, talk about how Jesus’ friends were the
first missionaries. They told people about Him. We are
missionaries when we tell someone about Jesus. You may
also show the “Away from It All” video.
SAY • Did you know that the Amazon River in the rain
forest of Brazil is the second longest river in the
world? The Jansen family lives in a village in Brazil.
They get to tell people in their village about Jesus.
Let’s remember to pray for Mr. and Mrs. Jansen
and their children as they do their mission of telling
people about Jesus.

• “Away from It All”
video
• “Missions Prayer
Cards” printable,
1 per child

Ask “What’s in the sky?”
Invite preschoolers to sit in a circle with you. Ask a child
to name something she sees when she looks toward the sky.
Invite the next child to name the first child’s answer, and
follow it with another item he might see while looking up.
For young preschoolers, help them remember what the
person before them said, but they do not have to remember
every child’s answer. Continue playing as time allows.
SAY • Can you imagine how Jesus’ friends felt when Jesus
went up to heaven in a cloud? The Bible says one
day Jesus will come back!

Jesus the Risen King

Tip: If a child repeats
someone else’s answer
as her own, that is OK.
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