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Leader BIBLE STUDY

After Jesus’ death and resurrection, He appeared to His 
disciples over a 40-day period. At one point, He appeared to 
more than 500 people. During that time, Jesus taught about 
the kingdom of God. (Acts 1:3) Some disciples wondered if 
Jesus was going to restore the kingdom of Israel. (Acts 1:6)

Jesus had a different plan for the disciples. He directed 
the Eleven to go to a mountain, where He appeared to 
them again. They worshiped Him, but some still doubted. 
(Matt. 28:17) On the mountain, Jesus gave His disciples 
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the Great Commission. First, Jesus stated that all authority 
had been given to Him. Before the resurrection, Jesus 
had authority as God the Son. Through the resurrection, 
however, the Father gave Jesus far more than even Satan 
had promised. (Matt. 4:8-9) Through Jesus’ death and 
resurrection, God subjected everything to His beloved Son. 
(See Heb. 2:5-9.)

Because of Jesus’ authority, He commanded His disciples 
to go into the world and preach the gospel, the good 
news about Him. The Great Commission is not just for 
missionaries far from home. All believers are called to 
share the gospel with others, teach them to obey God’s 
commands, and baptize them in the name of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit. Jesus finished His commission with a 
profound promise: “And remember, I am with you always, 
to the end of the age” (Matt. 28:20).

Talk to the preschoolers you teach about the importance 
of living out the Great Commission. Because Jesus has 
authority over all places and all people at all times, we can 
take the good news about Jesus to all places and all people 
at all times. God has given us a mission and gives us power 
through the Holy Spirit to obey this calling.
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Jesus Gave the Great Commission
Matthew 28:16-20

After Jesus died and came back to life, Jesus spent 
time with His friends and taught them even more about 
God’s kingdom. Jesus told His eleven friends to go to a 
mountain in Galilee, so they did. 

When they arrived at the mountain, Jesus was there. 
The friends worshiped Jesus, but some doubted that it 
was really Him. 

Jesus walked up close to His friends. He had 
something important to tell them. Jesus was going to give 
them a mission—a very important job to do. The friends 
needed to hear what Jesus had to say. 

Jesus said, “I am in charge of everything in heaven 
and on earth.” Jesus has always been in charge because He 
is God’s Son, but after Jesus died on the cross and was made 
alive again, God put Jesus in charge of all things in heaven 
and on earth. Jesus rules over God’s kingdom as King.

Jesus commanded His friends—and everyone who 
trusts in Jesus—by saying, “Go. Make followers of Me in 
every place on earth. Baptize them in My Father’s name, 
My name, and the name of the Holy Spirit. Teach these 
followers to obey everything I have told you. Remember 
that I am always with you. Even until the very end of 
time, I am with you.”

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Tell the story 
outdoors: Weather 
permitting, tell the 
Bible story outside. 
Take boys and girls 
to the top of a hill, 
or pretend to climb 
a mountain. Gather 
preschoolers around 
you and mention 
that Jesus gave His 
helpers a mission 
while they were 
sitting around Him 
on a mountain in 
Galilee. 

• Narrate the 
story: Invite a pastor 
or another adult  to 
tell the Bible story 
from a first-person 
point of view. Ask 
him to dress in Bible-
times clothes. You 
will read the story 
except for the words 
Jesus spoke, which 
will be spoken by the 
guest.

The BIBLE STORY
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Christ Connection: Jesus told His friends to tell all people in 
all places about Him. Jesus’ friends could do this because Jesus 
is in charge of everything, and He promised He would be with 
them. When we follow Jesus, He promises to always be with us 
too. Jesus’ mission to His friends is our mission too. We are to 
tell people about Jesus so they can follow Him.
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Teach THE STORY

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, sing 
an action song such as “Stars” to engage them and help 
them feel welcomed. Begin worship by leading preschoolers 
in “The Glory.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
Call out actions for preschoolers to perform. Challenge boys 
and girls by including two or three actions in sequence.
SAY • You had to listen closely to play this game. Listening 

helped you know what to do. In today’s Bible story, 
Jesus’ friends listened closely to Him when He talked 
to them. Jesus gave them a mission, an important job 
to do.

Open your Bible to Matthew 28. Show the video or tell the 
Bible story using the provided storytelling helps. Use the 
bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place a Bible marker or ribbon at 1 Corinthians 15:4. Invite 
a few volunteers to come up one at a time and open your 
Bible to the key passage. Invite preschoolers who wish to say 
the key passage from memory to do so.

• “Stars” song
• “The Glory” song 

• Bible
• “Jesus Gave the 

Great Commission” 
video (optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• Bible marker or 

ribbon
• “He Was Raised” 

song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Gave the Great Commission
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 28:16-20
MAIN POINT: Jesus gave His friends a mission.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 15:4
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is our mission? Our mission is to tell others 

about Jesus.
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SAY •  Today in our Bible story, we learned that Jesus gave 
His friends a special job to do. Jesus’ friends were 
supposed to tell everyone about Jesus. Our key 
passage tells us that Jesus died on the cross and God 
made Him alive again on the third day.

Sing the key passage song “He Was Raised” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Jesus gave His friends a mission. Guess what? When 

we trust in Jesus, that mission becomes our mission 
too! What is our mission? Our mission is to tell 
others about Jesus.

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • When Jesus gave His friends a mission, He told 

them to tell all people in all places about Him. Jesus’ 
friends could do this because Jesus is in charge of 
everything, and He promised He would be with 
them. When we follow Jesus, He promises to always 
be with us too. Jesus’ mission to His friends is also 
our mission. We are to tell people about Jesus so they 
can follow Him. 

Sing “The Glory” and “Everywhere I Go” as preschoolers 
move with the music. Prepare for prayer by singing “Thank 
You for Everything.” You may also collect an offering. 
SAY • God, thank You that the words in the Bible are true. 

Please help us do our mission and tell everyone about 
Jesus. Thank You for promising to always be with us. 
Amen.

Transition to experience the story

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “The Glory” song
• “Everywhere I Go” 

song
• “Thank You for 

Everything” song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Jesus Gave the Great Commission
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 28:16-20
MAIN POINT: Jesus gave His friends a mission.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 15:4
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is our mission? Our mission is to tell others 

about Jesus.

Experience THE STORY

Build a cup mountain
Demonstrate how to use cups and index cards to build a 
mountain. Say the main point aloud as boys and girls build. 
Talk about the mission Jesus gave His friends.
SAY • When Jesus told His friends to go to a mountain, He 

met them there and gave them a mission. We can 
know that Jesus’ friends’ mission is our mission too. 
What is our mission? Our mission is to tell others 
about Jesus. 

Draw a musical mural
Tape a large sheet of paper to the wall at the preschoolers’ 
level. Provide markers and crayons. Play music and invite 
boys and girls to create a mural by listening to the music 
and drawing the way it makes them feel. Guide children to 
draw slowly and softly when the music is soft and fast and 
bright when the music is loud and fast.
SAY • Jesus gave His friends a mission. Jesus’ friends 

listened and knew that they could do what He said 
because He promised to always be with them. 

Create a “job” jar
Invite preschoolers to decorate a cup with stickers. Talk 

• plastic cups
• index cards

LOW PREP

• tape
• large sheet of paper
• markers and 

crayons
• “The Glory” song 

(optional)
• “He Was Raised” 

song (optional)

• craft sticks
• markers
• cups, 1 per child
• stickers
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about jobs they do to help at home. As a child mentions a 
job, print it on a craft stick and add it to her cup. Continue 
until each child has a few job sticks. Print the big picture 
answer on sticks and add one to each cup. 
SAY • Telling people about Jesus is the most important 

job of all! Jesus gave His friends a mission, an 
important job to do. This is our mission, too. We can 
tell people about Jesus anytime and anywhere, maybe 
even when we are doing other jobs. 

Play a big picture question game
Place several hula hoops on the floor. Gather preschoolers 
inside the hoops. Ask random questions, such as “Who likes 
chocolate ice cream?” If the answer applies to a child, he 
will move quickly to a different circle. Randomly ask the 
big picture question. All children should answer it aloud as 
everyone moves to a new hoop. 
SAY • It’s important to know what our mission is. What 

is our mission? Our mission is to tell others about 
Jesus. We should tell people about Jesus so they can 
follow Him. Whom can you tell about Jesus? 

Make and taste butter
Post an allergy alert. Pour cream into a container and 
secure the lid. Invite boys and girls to take turns shaking 
the mixture vigorously until the butter separates from the 
cream. Pour off buttermilk. Add salt if desired. Spread onto 
crackers and invite preschoolers to taste.
SAY • We had a job to do. We finished it, and now we are 

having a buttery snack. Jesus gave His friends a 
mission, or special job to do. Jesus will come back to 
earth when our mission is complete! 

Transition to review the story

• hula hoop

• Allergy Alert 
download

• heavy whipping 
cream

• clear plastic 
container with 
tight-fitting lid

• crackers
• plastic knife
• salt (optional)
• spoon (optional)

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. Where did Jesus’ friends go to meet Him? (They 
went to a mountain.)

2. What did Jesus tell His friends? (“I am in charge of 
everything on earth. Go and tell people about Me. I 
will always be with You.”)

3. What is a mission? (A mission is a very important job 
to do.)

4. What is our mission? Our mission is to tell others 
about Jesus.

SAY • Jesus gave His friends a very important job. It was 
a mission. Their mission was to teach people about 
Jesus. Jesus knew His friends could do it because 
Jesus promised to help them. Jesus promises to help 
us when we tell people about Jesus too.

Sing the unit theme song or key passage song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
SAY • God, thank You for giving us a job to do. Please help 

us know what to say when we tell people about Jesus. 

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “The Glory” song 
• “He Was Raised” 

song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Gave the Great Commission
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 28:16-20
MAIN POINT: Jesus gave His friends a mission.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 15:4
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is our mission? Our mission is to tell others 

about Jesus.

Review THE STORY
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Thank You for promising to help us. Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is participating in a missions 
activity, discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your 
group’s progress. If you are not participating in a missions 
activity, talk about the word mission. Mention that the work 
or job of a missionary is to tell others about Jesus. You may 
also show the “An Amazing Thing” video.
SAY • In our missions video, we met a college student 

named Morgan who went to Brazil to tell people 
about Jesus. Morgan played soccer with many boys 
and girls, but in Brazil her mission—her most 
important job—was to tell people about Jesus. Every 
time you see a soccer ball, I hope it makes you think 
about Morgan and the people of Brazil who need to 
hear about Jesus. Ask God to send more people to 
Brazil to tell people about Jesus.

Roll and tell
Gather preschoolers in a circle. Roll a soccer ball to a 
friend and ask him to tell something he knows about Jesus. 
Continue the game as families arrive for pick-up. Guide the 
conversation and encourage boys and girls to become more 
confident as they tell others about Jesus.
SAY • We know that Jesus gave His friends a mission. 

Our mission is that same as the mission Jesus gave 
His friends. When we tell someone about Jesus, we 
are doing our mission!

• “An Amazing Thing” 
video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable, 
1 per child

• soft soccer ball
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